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Firmino boosts Liverpool ahead of defining week 
Referee A Marriner Attendance 53,255 
Liverpool 0 Stoke City 0 
Roberto Firmino has given Liverpool a big boost at the start of a pivotal week for 
Jürgen Klopp's side by agreeing a new five-year contract at the club. In a season in 
which he has conjured so many significant contributions, the simple scribble of his 
signature will arguably be as gratefully received as any of those goals or deft 
assists. Firmino will be key to Liverpool's hopes of getting past Roma on 
Wednesday and reaching the Champions League final, and then ensuring they are 
among Europe's elite next season by cementing a topfour finish in the Premier 
League away to Chelsea next Sunday. 
"It was an easy decision," Firmino said. "The club have taken me in, in an 
incredible way, and I've grown a lot here with my work with the support of the 
whole team. I am very, very happy here. Everything fits in the best possible way. 
My team-mates are fantastic and I am very grateful to be able to play with them 
at this club. The fans are excellent and fantastic in how they support us all the 
way. "The manager helped me a lot after he arrived here. The manager coming to 
the football club was not only good for me, but for the whole team. We've grown 
a lot and now we are showing that with the results on the pitch." 
The evidence of his commitment could hardly be better timed. Liverpool have 
spent months negotiating Firmino's future as they look to keep the nucleus of 
Klopp's squad intact. Deals for the likes of Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mané are 
also in the pipeline. Firmino's representatives have been in Liverpool this 
weekend and his wage will rise from about £120,000 a week to a basic of 
£180,000 a week, but with bonuses on top of that linked to his goalscoring return. 
His performances have outwardly been eclipsed by Salah's haul of 43 goals, but 
recognition of his importance within the Anfield club has been the driving force 
behind replacing his old deal, which had two years left to run. 
Klopp regards Firmino, who has 27 goals and 16 assists, as the "engine" of the side 
and values his work ethic as crucial in driving Liverpool forward this season. 
Equally, there is an understanding on Firmino's behalf of Klopp's role in his rise to 
prominence. The 26-year-old's arrival at Liverpool in the summer of 2015 in a £29 
million deal from German club Hoffenheim came after sporting director Michael 
Edwards, head of recruitment Dave Fallows and chief scout Barry Hunter pushed 
his claims to the manager Brendan Rodgers. 
It serves to highlight the dysfunctional nature of how Liverpool operated just 
three years ago that Rodgers accepted Firmino's signing so long as the club also 
delivered Christian Benteke from Aston Villa for £35 million. 
It was not until Rodgers was replaced by Klopp in October 2015 that Firmino 
shone. He has become increasingly influential in a central striking role, with 
freedom to move to the flanks, and together with Salah and Mané, the 
triumvirate have scored 88 goals this term. 
Liverpool's threat at the Stadio Olimpico will be harnessed by the trio with Roma's 
5-2 first-leg deficit meaning that the Italian team will have to commit players 
forward in search of a comeback. Firmino scored twice at Anfield last Tuesday 
with Salah's double and a goal for Mané completing a rout that has bolstered 
belief they can withstand the anticipated onslaught in Rome in much the same 
way they thwarted Manchester City's hopes of a comeback in the second leg of 
the quarter-final. "They [Roma] need to score goals to get through, same as 
[Manchester] City," the teenager Trent Alexander-Arnold said. "We passed the 
City test and, hopefully, we pass the test on Wednesday. 
"There is pace in our side and when the opposition gamble we can play behind 
them. The front three, especially, will make the runs and we'll look to find them. 
"You train all your life — for years — for these types of games and these chances. 
Everything I have done so far is to prepare me for a game like Wednesday." 
Alexander-Arnold had followed Salah in spurning a clear opportunity to muster a 
breakthrough against Stoke City on Saturday, but with those early misses, so the 
tone was set for a rare afternoon of uninspired toil. 
Stoke revelled in their backs-to-thewall approach, but manager Paul Lambert's 
delight at a point will be tempered by the realisation in their final games — at 
home to Crystal Palace and away to Swansea City — that they must break out of 
that defensive shell, hard for a team that has not scored more than one goal in a 
game since Lambert's first match in charge, the 2-0 win over Huddersfield Town 
on January 20. For Alexander-Arnold, pushed into midfield from full back at the 
weekend, the days ahead continue his steep learning curve. There are various 
barometers by which to chart his eye-catching progress, from his status as a first-
team regular at Liverpool through to the debate over his England credentials, yet 
another marker springs to his mind. 
One message he has repeatedly received in recent days has highlighted his 
Champions League (or European Cup, as it was) record at the age of 19 compared 
to that of local rivals Everton. It erroneously states, as it turns out, that Alexander-
Arnold has made more appearances in the competition when they are actually 
locked at ten each. That milestone will be reached in the white heat of a semi-
final showdown that brings a broad grin to his face. 
"Recently I had loads of things saying I have now played more Champions League 
games than Everton. That was quite funny. I enjoyed seeing that," he said before 
clarification ensued. 
"Equal is it? Oh, well hopefully I play on Wednesday then. If I am picked, I guess it 
will be a good one to say." 

RATINGS 
Liverpool (4-3-3): L Karius 6 — J Gomez 5, V Van Dijk 7, R Klavan 6, A Moreno 5 — 
T Alexander-Arnold 6 (sub: J Milner 65min, 6), J Henderson 6, G Wijnaldum 5 — M 
Salah 6, R Firmino 6, D Ings 6 (sub: N Clyne 65, 5). Substitutes not used S Mignolet, 
D Lovren, A Robertson, D Solanke, B Woodburn. Booked Van Dijk. 
Stoke City (4-4-2): J Butland 6 — K Zouma 8, R Shawcross 7, B Martins Indi 6 (sub: 
R Sobhi 52, 6), E Pieters 8 — X Shaqiri 5, J Allen 7, B Ndiaye 6, M Bauer 6 — M 
Diouf 6, P Crouch 5 (sub: D Fletcher 65, 6). Substitutes not used J Haugaard, S 
Ireland, C Adam, G Cameron, T Campbell. Booked Crouch, Diouf. 

 
Liverpool suffer European hangover as resilient Stoke cling on for a 
point 
Jürgen Klopp did his best to keep his players focused on the matter in hand, 
describing this game as the most important one of the season and appealing to 
the crowd for fervent support, though a rugged and resolute Stoke were the last 
opponents Liverpool needed to meet between the two legs of their Champions 
League semi-final. 
There was no goal for Mohamed Salah, who will now have only two more chances 
to set a Premier League scoring record, and no confidence boost from temporarily 
climbing above Manchester United to second in the table. Defeat at Chelsea next 
Sunday could likely leave a top-four finish hanging on the final day’s home game 
with Brighton. 
Liverpool wanted more than a point from this fixture but so too did Stoke, who 
need wins to get out of trouble. Paul Lambert’s side put in a solid performance to 
frustrate Liverpool but it is possibly too little and too late. Stoke have not won a 
league match at Anfield since 1959 and, though this draw preserves Lambert’s 
record of never losing here in six visits as a manager, he may have to wait a while 
for his next opportunity unless other results go his way. 
“We were outstanding. I couldn’t ask the players for anything more,” the Stoke 
manager said. “Liverpool have been scoring for fun and we stopped them. They 
didn’t create that many chances.” 
Klopp did not make a huge fuss about the Erik Pieters handball that could have 
earned Liverpool a late penalty or about the occasionally over-physical way in 
which the full-back stuck close to Salah. 
“Football is a physical game and Mo is probably the most attacked player in the 
Premier League but all the lads are used to that,” the Liverpool manager said, 
before confirming Sadio Mané would be back for Roma on Wednesday and that 
Salah and Jordan Henderson should overcome minor knocks. “We didn’t score, so 
it’s not the best day of my life but for sure I’ve had worse days.” 
The visitors must have had an inkling their luck was in when Salah passed up a 
glorious chance after five minutes and with it the possibility of settling home 
nerves and forcing the opposition to chase the game. Early plans to limit the 
space available for the Egyptian to run into evaporated as Salah broke from 
halfway into an empty half but, having carried the ball into the area and put 
himself in a one-on-one situation with Jack Butland, he chipped the goalkeeper 
and uncharacteristically missed the target. 
Thus reprieved, Stoke went on to create a few chances of their own in a first half 
which saw Liverpool do most of the attacking without quite making the final pass 
count. Mame Biram Diouf headed into the side-netting after a Joe Gomez slip 
gave Moritz Bauer the opportunity to cross and, when Xherdan Shaqiri rolled the 
ball across an unguarded Liverpool goalline a few minutes later, neither Peter 
Crouch nor Badou Ndiaye could stretch far enough to gain the necessary touch. 
Georginio Wijnaldum came closest to breaking the first-half deadlock when 
shooting narrowly wide from a Roberto Firmino lay-off, though Salah might have 
made something from an unforced Butland error had he not been 
unceremoniously barged over on the edge of the area by Pieters. He took the 
free-kick himself but was unable to trouble Butland again and, when Danny Ings 
put the ball in the net from a narrow angle on the stroke of half-time, he was 
correctly flagged offside. 
After watching 20 stodgy second-half minutes of Liverpool struggling to break 
down Stoke, Klopp sent on James Milner and Nathaniel Clyne to try to inject a 
little more urgency. 
Clyne was presented with a decent opening almost immediately, only to head 
tamely into Butland’s arms, before Milner set up Alberto Moreno for a shot that 
flew wide but still amounted to Liverpool’s best attempt since turning round. The 
afternoon did not get any better for those in red, though at least they were 
spared the ignominy of following the midweek Roma 5-2 spectacular with a home 
defeat when Ryan Shawcross was unable to turn the ball in at the far post after 
excellent work from Diouf. 
A minute before that Pieters had been extremely lucky not to concede a penalty 
when Wijnaldum’s cross struck an arm. He might have been trying to pull it away 
but there was definite contact. Liverpool protested in vain, though to an extent 
they would have been flattered had the game been won by such means. This was 
not the unstoppable attacking machine that blew away Roma and Manchester 
City. This was Liverpool on economy setting. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/premierleague
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Mohamed Salah misses golden scoring chance as Reds are held to 
goalless draw by relegation-threatened Potters at Anfield 
On an afternoon when Mo Salah proved he was only human after all, Liverpool 
supporters went away hoping their side were saving their best for this week's 
Champions League semi-final second leg in Rome. As for Stoke, a battling point is 
unlikely to be enough for Premier League survival despite Erik Pieters restraining 
Salah with some strong marking and getting away with a debatable hand ball. 
All Paul Lambert's Potteries side can do now is reach 36 points by winning their 
final games against Crystal Palace and Swansea and hope a lot of other results go 
their way. 'Our performance was outstanding against a team with one foot in the 
Champions League final,' said Lambert, who has never lost at Anfield as a player 
or manager. 'Erik was great from start to finish. It was a challenge for him against 
Salah. I thought he stood up manfully and never let Salah beat him.' As for the 
late penalty shout when Gino Wijnaldum's driven cross struck Pieters on the 
hand, the managers disagreed. 'A probable handball,' said Reds boss Jurgen 
Klopp. Lambert retorted: 'It was never a penalty. If that's what they're moaning 
about, then we're all in trouble.' Stoke's hearts must have fallen when they saw 
Klopp's team selection included big hitters Virgil van Dijk, Jordan Henderson and 
the free-scoring Salah. But it didn't turn out like that, with Liverpool's 
performance the direct opposite of their thrilling 5-2 win over Roma last Tuesday. 
Even Salah failed to show the form that had seen him score in 14 of his previous 
16 games, including every previous Premier League game at Anfield this year. 
His biggest opportunity arrived after just six minutes when Henderson's pass 
caught out Stoke's defence and left the country's leading scorer in the clear. 
Stoke goalkeeper Jack Butland came out to meet Salah, then back-tracked, 
advanced again, and as Salah dinked the ball over him, everyone expected the net 
to bulge for his 44th goal of the season. Instead, it went a few inches wide of the 
right-hand post and there was an audible buzz of disbelief around Anfield at the 
miss. After that, the newly-crowned PFA Player of the Year spent much of his time 
complaining that Pieters was getting too physical with him. 
He curled one decent free-kick narrowly wide but largely cut a frustrated figure. 
When he went down in the box after a second-half grapple with Pieters, referee 
Andre Marriner awarded a free-kick to Stoke instead of a penalty. 
Klopp clearly feels defenders are crossing the line in their attempts to stop his star 
player but doesn't want to be seen as a whinger. Salah controls the ball as Stoke 
defender Erik Pieters closes in to try and dispossess him 
'Mo Salah is the most attacked player in the Premier League,' said Klopp. 
'I am not responsible for judging the rules, that is for the referee. If he thinks that 
is still OK, and sets that level, then I cannot change that. Whatever I say causes 
problems. It is not a grey area, there are rules. If it's a foul, it is a foul. 
'Football is physical, no problem with that. But if it is too much, it is too much, 
free-kick, yellow card.' Despite Klopp implying Stoke might have crossed the line 
of fairness, Stoke's cause was also helped by his own team's attacking 
shortcomings. Their only two shots on target came from Trent Alexander-Arnold 
and Nathaniel Clyne. At the other end, Stoke had a go when they could. 
Biram Mame Diouf headed into the side-netting and Peter Crouch narrowly failed 
to convert Shaqiri's cross in the first half. Their best opportunity came right at the 
end when Diouf's cross-shot travelled towards the far post and Ryan Shawcross 
just failed to turn in a spinning ball. Lambert underlined his ambition by sending 
on winger Ramadan Sobhi — an international team-mate of Salah — when 
centre-half Bruno Martins Indi limped off. But ultimately their failure to win a 
league game at Anfield for the first time since 1959 might be the death-knell for 
their 10-year stint in the Premier League. Lambert will keep a close eye on West 
Ham's match against Man City on Sunday because the Hammers are a team they 
can still catch. 'If results go our way, they will make the last couple of games really 
interesting,' said Lambert. 'We'd be able to sell out our stadium twice over for the 
game against Crystal Palace next Saturday.' 
As for Klopp, the issue of a top-four finish can wait for now as he plans for 
Wednesday night. Joe Gomez (ankle), Henderson (ankle) and Alexander-Arnold 
(dead leg) all picked up knocks and will be assessed for Rome, though Henderson 
did last the full 90 minutes on Saturday. With Adam Lallana, Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain and Emre Can all unavailable, the decision to rest Sadio Mane looked 
a good one. 'He will be fine for Wednesday,' confirmed Klopp. On being held by 
Stoke, the Liverpool manager added: 'It is how football can be. We obviously met 
Stoke in a moment when they think a point can still be enough. Otherwise they 
have to play differently. 'We had two opportunities to take the lead, a fantastic 
chance for Mo, and we had a breath of fresh air in the second half. 
'But in the end we didn't score. It was not the best day of my life but I had for sure 
worse days. Let's take it like this. Let's recover and go to Rome.' 
PLAYER RATINGS, TABLE AND MATCH ZONE 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Karius 6; Gomez 6.5 (Clyne 65 6), van Dijk 7, Klavan 6, Moreno 6; 
Alexander-Arnold 7 (Milner 65 6.5), Henderson (c) 6.5, Wijnaldum 7; Salah 6.5, 
Firmino 6 Substitutes not used: Mignolet (Gk), Lovren, Robertson, Solanke, 
Woodburn Manager: Jurgen Klopp Booked: Van Dijk 
Stoke City (4-4-2): Butland 5.5; Zouma 6.5, Shawcross (c) 6.5, Martins Indi 6 (Sobhi 
52 5), Pieters 7.5; Shaqiri 6.5, Allen 6.5, Ndiaye 6, Bauer 7; Crouch 6 (Fletcher 65 
6), Diouf 5.5 Substitutes not used: Haugaard (Gk), Ireland, Adam, Cameron, 
Campbell Manager: Paul Lambert Booked: Crouch, Diouf 
Referee: Andre Marriner 6.5  

 
Firmino's new deal boosts Liverpool for Roma decider 
Liverpool 0 Stoke City 0 Att: 53,255 
Liverpool striker Roberto Firmino has given Jurgen Klopp the perfect start to one 
of the biggest weeks of his reign by agreeing a five-year deal at the club. 
Firmino will sign a contract worth about £9million a year prior to his club's 
Champions League second leg tie in Rome, making him Liverpool's highest-paid 
player. 
Most importantly, he has committed his peak years to Anfield following 
prolonged negotiations with club owner Fenway Sports Group. The deal, paying 
£180,000 a week, retains Firmino until the summer of 2023. 
"It was an easy decision," said the Brazilian. "The club have taken me in in an 
incredible way and I've grown a lot here with my work with the support of the 
whole team. I am very happy here. Everything fits in the best possible way. 
"My team-mates are fantastic and I am grateful to be able to play with them at 
this club. I love to play for Liverpool FC. The fans are excellent and fantastic in 
how they support us all the way." 
Firmino was a priority signature, with Michael Edwards, the sporting director, and 
Michael Gordon, FSG president, stepping up the frequency of talks with the 
player's representatives in recent months. 
Following the sale of Philippe Coutinho in January, Liverpool were determined to 
ensure their other prized assets were protected, thus avoiding the break-up of 
one of the most exciting squads in Europe. It is likely other star players will be 
similarly rewarded before the start of next season. 
The timing of Firmino's extension could not be better as Liverpool prepare to 
head to face Roma on Wednesday. He has been crucial to Liverpool's European 
success with 10 goals in the run which has taken them so close to the final. 
The 26-year-old moved to Liverpool from Hoffenheim for £29million in the 
summer of 2015, when Brendan Rodgers was still manager. 
Initially, he struggled in a deeper midfield role but, since Klopp's appointment, 
Firmino has been transformed into one of the most complete strikers in world 
football, his combined performance with work -ate, assists, tackles and goals 
making him fundamental to the team's success. 
Liverpool know other European clubs have been looking with envy at Firmino, but 
Klopp was always confident the player would recognise the role the club has 
played in elevating his status. As part of an attacking ensemble with Mohamed 
Salah and Sadio Mane, they believed Firmino would recognise his future was best 
served remaining on Merseyside. 
Firmino has 27 goals in all competitions this season and, but for Salah's 
extraordinary run, he would have been earning more accolades. 
Firmino's pledge to Liverpool comes with Klopp's side dashing in Europe but 
stumbling towards the Premier League finish line. They may exceed expectations 
this season, but are also in danger of falling short of ending up in the top four. 
No matter how hard Klopp tried, or how often the players reiterated that the only 
focus was Stoke at the weekend, Liverpool could not escape the spectre of Rome. 
It was there in Klopp's team selection, the multiple changes ensuring the rhythm 
and vivacity of four days earlier was gone, even if Salah and Firmino played at 60 
per cent power. It was there in the lacklustre performance, Liverpool's players 
physically weakened by their exertions. Paul Lambert's side could not have hoped 
for a better time to visit. 
It was there in the crowd. Every time there was a tackle, the Kop shuddered. They 
gave the impression they wanted this to be over without any casualties. 
And it was in the post-match questioning. It says much about the lack of 
entertainment that a quip from Trent Alexander-Arnold was the lingering 
memory. 
Asked to consider the barrage of messages he has received since Liverpool's first 
leg win over Roma, he revealed one stood out. 
"I had loads of things saying I have now played more Champions League games 
than Everton," said the teenager. "That was quite funny. I enjoyed seeing that." 
It was pointed out that is not quite correct. He needs one more to go past 
Everton's European Cup appearance record. 
"Oh, equal is it? Oh, well, hopefully I play on Wednesday then. If I am picked, I 
guess it will be a good one to say," said the defender. 
Unless Liverpool avoid defeat to Chelsea on Sunday, their efforts to reach next 
year's Champions League will extend to the final game at home to Brighton. 
Despite the point, Stoke still looked doomed. Lambert protected a proud 
unbeaten run at Anfield as a manager. He is unlikely to get a chance to extend it 
in the league next season. 
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Reds and Potters left frustrated in goalless Anfield stalemate - 5 talking 
points 
Liverpool and Stoke played out an unlikely goalless draw at Anfield in a result 
which didn't really suit either side. 
Mo Salah had the best chance of the game early in the piece as he was sent in 
one-on-one with Jack Butland, but could only lift the ball wide of the post. 
Mame Biram Diouf had the best chance for the visitors but he headed into the 
side-netting from a cross stood up at the back post. 
The Reds thought they deserved a penalty late on for a handball against Erik 
Pieters, but the referee waved away their protestations. 
Liverpool are still not certain of their top-four status while the result leaves the 
Potters staring down the barrel of relegation to the Championship. 
Here are five talking points from the game... 
1. Salah shows he is human after all 
It's not often a player breaks in one-on-one with the goalkeeper and you are 
genuinely stunned not to see the net ripple. 
But when Mo Salah sprung the Stoke defence to stare down Jack Butland, his miss 
saw gasps around Anfield and further beyond. 
He tried to chip Jack Butland, as he had done brilliantly against Roma's Alisson for 
his second goal in midweek, but the ball went wide of the post. 
The Egyptian couldn't add to his 43 goals so far this term but Jurgen Klopp will 
have just been pleased to see him get through 90 minutes unscathed ahead of the 
return leg in Rome next week. 
2. Alexander-Arnold shows his versatility 
When the team came out, you'd have been forgiven for thinking Jurgen Klopp had 
opted for a 3-4-3 and just two central midfielders given his injury concerns in the 
middle of the park. 
But the Reds lined up in their usual 4-3-3 with Trent Alexander-Arnold stepping up 
into midfield alongside Jordan Henderson and Gini Wijnaldum. 
And, not only did the youngster play further up the pitch, he was the most 
advanced of the three and had a great chance to score in the first half, scuffing his 
effort into Jack Butland from Mo Salah's pass. 
Despite that missed chance, Alexander-Arnold was hugely impressive in his new 
role, one which he became accustomed to in the youth ranks on Merseyside. 
His versatility gives food for thought for Klopp, and indeed Gareth Southgate. 
3. Butland endures jittery Liverpool audition 
All things being equal, Liverpool will sign a new goalkeeper this summer and Stoke 
City will be relegated. 
You wouldn't think England shot-stopper Jack Butland would stay with the Potters 
should they drop into the Championship, and this has seen him be linked with the 
Reds. 
Despite shipping five against a rampant Liverpool side, Roma keeper Alisson, 
another named link with a move to Anfield, impressed in midweek on 
Merseyside. 
Butland endured a jittery audition here, rushing out of his goal and spilling what 
should have been a comfortable gather to leave the ball at the feet of Salah in the 
first half. 
Only some quick thinking and an intelligent foul from Erik Pieters prevented a 
goal. 
4. Stoke staring down the barrel 
A creditable draw at Anfield perhaps, but Stoke really needed all three to have 
any hope of preserving their Premier League status. 
They now sit on 30 points, three adrift of 17th-placed Swansea, who host Chelsea 
in South Wales later this afternoon. 
Even a defeat for the Swans would leave them with a handy cushion and a game 
in hand, not to mention a vastly superior goal difference. 
The Potters' 10-year top-flight stay looks set to come to an end. 
5. All eyes on Wednesday night 
Liverpool will be disappointed with a point, a result which still does not rubber-
stamp a top-four finish. 
Chelsea can still claim another 12 points, a haul which would take them to 75, 
three points more than the Reds have currently with just two games to play, 
including one against the Blues. 
But Jurgen Klopp, while picking a strong side, did make five changes as he keeps 
one eye on the Champions League semi-final second leg in Rome on Wednesday 
night. 
Liverpool have a three-goal lead but cannot take anything for granted after seeing 
what their opponents did to Barcelona in almost identical circumstances in the 
last eight. 
And Klopp should have a relatively fresh bunch to send out and get the job done. 
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Squad depth needed if Reds are to mount Premier League challenge 
next term 
The torrent of boos were directed at Andre Marriner. Anfield had good reason to 
feel robbed. Liverpool were denied the clearest of penalties when Erik Pieters 
handled Gini Wijnaldum's cross late on. Anger and frustration reigned where four 
days earlier jubilant Kopites had raised the roof on one of the truly great European 
nights. Injustice certainly played a part as for the second successive weekend 
Liverpool had to settle for a share of the spoils against a team seemingly heading 
for the Championship. But to pin the blame solely on a blundering Marriner would 
be to overlook the fact that this was a desperately underwhelming display from 
Jurgen Klopp's men. Of course there were mitigating circumstances. Thoughts 
were elsewhere with Liverpool on the brink of reaching the Champions League 
final for the first time since 2007. The Reds had half a team missing and 
unsurprisingly their powers were considerably reduced. 
It was a classic case of 'After the Lord Mayor's Show' following the stunning 
midweek demolition of Roma. The atmosphere was as flat as the performance. 
Mental and physical fatigue contributed to a lacklustre display, while those drafted 
in couldn't provide the spark Liverpool spent 90 minutes searching for. 
There was no fluency. Jurgen Klopp's side enjoyed 72% possession but huffed and 
puffed without posing much of a threat. They mustered just two attempts on 
target. In the grand scheme of things this dour stalemate matters little. Liverpool 
remain on the brink of securing back-to-back top-four finishes in the Premier 
League for the first time in nearly a decade. They have much bigger fish to fry than 
Stoke City. More important than victory over the Potters was avoiding further 
injuries ahead of Wednesday night's showdown at the Stadio Olimpico. 
The best news of the day was Klopp's declaration that Sadio Mane should be fit for 
the second leg as the Reds look to secure their passage to Kiev. 
However, lessons need to be learned if Liverpool are truly serious about kicking on 
and launching a Premier League title challenge next season. This was their 12 
league draw of the season and seven of them have been at Anfield. 
The Reds' Champions League run has shown that on their day they are capable of 
beating anyone, but to last the pace both domestically and in Europe they need 
greater depth. Klopp has a potent front three which is the envy of coaches across 
the world but there isn't sufficient back-up for Mohamed Salah, Mane and Roberto 
Firmino. It's a similar tale in midfield where injuries to Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, 
Adam Lallana and Emre Can have left the manager down to the bare bones. The 
summer arrival of Naby Keita will certainly help matters but Liverpool still need 
another creative force. Klopp's gamble on selling Philippe Coutinho in January has 
been vindicated by their remarkable exploits in the Champions League. This is a 
unified group and that spirit is clear for all to see. 
But the Brazilian will need to be replaced in the summer and money shouldn't be 
an issue after Klopp opted not to reinvest that £142million during the winter 
window. For now, it's all about chasing a sixth European crown and Salah will 
return to the Stadio Olimpico on the back of a rare off day. By Wednesday it will be 
an eight-day drought. There were no records this weekend as the Kop's Egyptian 
King spurned the chance to add to his 43 goals. Salah remains four behind Ian 
Rush's club record of 47 with a maximum of four matches remaining. 
It was the first time since Boxing Day that Salah had started a game at Anfield and 
not found the net. It turns out he is human after all. 
However, Stoke's plan to stop him was aided by Marriner deciding that wrestling 
was acceptable. The admiration in which Salah is held by his fellow professionals 
was shown by his PFA Player of the Year award but Pieters went further with his 
regular embraces to shackle the flying winger. With Oxlade-Chamberlain and Mane 
sidelined by injury, Klopp opted to give Dejan Lovren, James Milner and Andy 
Robertson a breather. Joe Gomez, Ragnar Klavan, Alberto Moreno, Gini Wijnaldum 
and Danny Ings were all recalled. Trent Alexander-Arnold was pushed forward into 
the midfield role where many believe his future lies. It was a position the gifted 
teenager played during his Academy days before being turned into a right-back 
and he rose to the challenge. Alexander-Arnold burst into the box after latching on 
to Firmino's pass early on but Jack Butland came out to thwart him. 
A collective sense of bewilderment spread around Anfield soon after. Jordan 
Henderson sent Salah galloping clear but as 53,000 waited for the net to bulge, the 
Egyptian winger inexplicably dinked it wide of the post. 
That miss summed up Liverpool in the first half. Nearly but not quite. 
Moreno whipped in a beauty of a cross from the left which just eluded Salah, while 
Alexander-Arnold scuffed straight at Butland after being teed up by the Reds' top 
scorer. For the most part Stoke, who haven't won a league game at Anfield since 
1959, were set up simply to stifle the Reds. However, Paul Lambert's side did have 
their moments on the counter. Mame Diouf nodded into the side netting and Peter 
Crouch, who received a warm ovation on his return to Anfield, failed to deliver the 
killer touch to Xherdan Shaqiri's low centre. Liverpool's passing lacked its usual zip 
with Joe Gomez's distribution letting him down at times, but the youngster needs 
to be cut some slack as he regains his sharpness after an ankle injury. 
Pressure wasn't maintained because the Reds didn't keep the ball well enough. 
Wijnaldum drilled narrowly wide before Salah's curling free-kick whistled just past 
the upright. 
 
 

Ings, who was making his first Premier League start at Anfield since September 
2015, was clearly desperate to build on his goal at West Brom a week earlier. 
The former Burnley frontman had precious little service but his work rate was 
impressive. Four minutes before the break Ings thought he had made the 
breakthrough but his celebrations were curtailed by the offside flag. 
Virgil van Dijk oozed class at the back but irritation levels in the stands grew during 
the second half as Liverpool struggled to find a way through. 
Just how stretched this squad is was underlined by the sight of substitute Nathaniel 
Clyne playing right wing with Wijnaldum on the left for the final 25 minutes as 
Salah was shifted into the centre. Clyne headed tamely at Butland before the late 
flourish. Anfield was incensed when Pieters got away with handling Wijnaldum's 
cross. The protests of goalkeeping coach John Achterberg saw him get his 
marching orders. Liverpool have still only had one penalty awarded to them at 
home in the league all season. At the other end Ryan Shawcross could have 
increased that sense of fury but he couldn't tuck away Diouf's effort. 
A bore draw. It will be more lively in the Stadio Olimpico. 
MATCH FACTS 
Liverpool: Karius, Alexander-Arnold (Clyne 65), Gomez, Van Dijk, Klavan, Moreno, 
Henderson, Wijnaldum, Salah, Firmino, Ings (Milner 65). 
Not used: Mignolet, Lovren, Robertson, Solanke, Woodburn. 
Stoke City: Butland, Zouma, Shawcross, Martins Indi (Sobhi 52), Pieters, Ndiaye, 
Allen, Shaqiri, Diouf, Bauer, Crouch (Fletcher 65). 
Not used: Haugaard, Ireland, Adam, Cameron, Campbell. 
Referee: Andre Marriner Attendance: 53,255 Goals: none 
Bookings: Crouch, Diouf, Van Dijk. 
Man of the match: Virgil van Dijk. Another commanding performance from the 
Reds' defensive rock. 

SENTINEL 
Great result but is Anfield draw just prolonging the agony for Stoke City fans? 
Bottom of Form 
In matchplay golf they call it Dormie. Stoke’s situation is quite simple – we must 
win both remaining games to have any chance of staying up. 
Four points just won’t be enough for Stoke City. Six it is. Win or bust. 
Ironically, it seems as if Saturday’s excellent, battling performance to win a point 
at Anfield hasn’t actually made that much difference to Stoke’s task in the next 
two weeks. Even if we’d lost to Liverpool there would still have been a chance 
with two more wins. 
What it does give us a chance with is taking our hideous goal difference out of the 
equation as we can now reach 36 points, bringing unlikely candidates West Ham 
back into the equation. 
But that result actually could be far more significant than that bald statistic might 
suggest. 
It was the first time in months that Stoke have put together a performance across 
a full 90 minutes of a game. It has been the lack of ability to play well for anything 
longer than a half which has decimated much of Stoke’s season. 
Add in countless individual mistakes and you’ve got the terrible position we find 
ourselves in. 
But Saturday showed that the players are stretching every sinew (in some cases 
overstretching) to keep us in the division. And no-one exemplified that better 
than the surprise hero Erik Pieters. 
The Dutchman kept current star of the moment Mo Salah quieter than your 
average dormouse, aside from the huge chance gifted to the Egyptian in the 
opening moments of the game. Although Pieters was AWOL on that occasion, 
Salah’s wonder miss did make you think maybe this was Stoke’s day. And in many 
ways it was. The only thing missing was a finish on any one of the three or four 
chances we created. The most agonising was the last minute ball across goal, 
which left Karius stranded and arced towards the onrushing Ryan Shawcross at 
the far post. Our big-hearted captain threw himself at the ball, strangely with his 
left-foot, but could only direct it past the post, not inside it. Another moment that 
didn’t go Stoke’s way which probably cost us two more vital points. 
It made you cast your mind back to a similar late miss by Shawcross at Crystal 
Palace earlier in the season which would have won a game for Stoke which we 
then went and lost just seconds later. But it would be churlish to blame 
Shawcross. He did his frontline job of keeping Liverpool’s strikeforce as quiet as 
Salah and helped soak up the intense pressure the home side put Stoke under. 
City’s defence kept just their third away clean sheet of the season and Pieters 
completed a full-scale rehabilitation from membership of the outcasts club after 
his inappropriate social media posts revealed his defiance of a club curfew last 
month. Other results in general haven’t affected us too badly, although 
Southampton’s win was annoying – arguably because it increased the chance 
of Mark Hughes avoiding relegation at his new club more than because it causes 
us problems. The big results were the defeats for Swansea and Huddersfield. It’s 
more than likely these are the two clubs we need to get past in order to finish in 
that coveted fourth-from-bottom position. It’s all set up for the escape which no 
one has ever thought possible. But it does mean actually winning two back-to-
back football matches – something we haven’t done in the Premier League since 
January 2017. Great though the point at Anfield was – and it really was – it may 
just be prolonging the agony. 

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/liverpool-fc
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/stoke-city-fc
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/erik-pieters
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/ryan-shawcross
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/sport/football/match-reports/stoke-city-crystal-palace-shaqiri-833785
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/sport/football/match-reports/stoke-city-crystal-palace-shaqiri-833785
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/mark-hughes
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Stoke ride luck to grind out draw against listless Liverpool and add point 
to their Premier League survival bid 
Anfield was soundless. Jordan Henderson was on the floor having fallen like 
something had popped in the lower part of his leg. Liverpool’s medical staff had 
surrounded him immediately. Had his Achilles snapped? Or was it a problem with 
his ankle – maybe his heel?  
Despite a long delay, fortunately for Henderson, he was fine to carry on. It was 
that sort of afternoon for Liverpool, who go to Rome on Wednesday for a 
Champions League semi-final. At this point of the season, with an outlook as 
positive as Liverpool’s, no further injuries will do, while Premier League fixtures 
are an inconvenience because their advantage over Chelsea is just about enough 
to justify rotation and a natural drop intensity. 
Yet they still need results because Antonio Conte’s sides are chasing them hard 
and Liverpool travel to Stamford Bridge next Sunday. As it stands, they have lost 
momentum in their domestic pursuits at least because of a failure to beat sides 
that are likely to be relegated on successive weekends.  
This was Liverpool’s seventh home draw of the season. Stoke have the worst 
away record in the league. It was a result that gives them hope they can still stay 
up, especially with the teams they have left to play: Crystal Palace at home and 
Swansea away. It was also a result that makes you question whether Liverpool’s 
squad is deep enough to win trophies.  
In fairness to Jürgen Klopp and Liverpool, any Premier League squad would be 
impacted by three injured midfielders. He is without the Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Emre Can and Adam Lallana. It is crucial, though, Klopp adds a top-
quality attacking option this summer, not necessarily to give Mohamed Salah and 
Roberto Firmino a rest but simply to give him another option, to vary Liverpool’s 
threat and increase pressure on opponents like these. It is worth remembering 
that when Liverpool won at Stoke in November, Philippe Coutinho and Daniel 
Sturridge were unused substitutes and they have since gone without really being 
replaced. 
With better timing and better finishing, the scoreline, in fact, would have 2-2 after 
22 minutes. Paul Lambert’s record at Anfield is excellent – no losses in six matches 
now, a record that also includes visits with Norwich City, Aston Villa and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. He knows what approach gets points here.  
Stoke were instructed to attack and this suited Xherdan Shaqiri particularly, who 
was up against Alberto Moreno – not a left-back respected for his concentration 
levels. Liverpool had missed twice by the time Shaqiri roasted Moreno – through 
Mohamed Salah and Trent Alexander-Arnold – while Mame Diouf had missed a 
chance for Stoke too. The closest to scoring, though, had been Peter Crouch who 
even with his six-foot seven-inch frame could not quite connect with Shaqiri’s 
sliding cross when he was dead centre in front of the Kop. 
Shaqiri was playing like he was trying to impress. You cannot see him performing 
with the same appetite in the Championship. On the other wing, Moritz Bauer 
was causing Joe Gomez problems. Gomez has had injuries and somewhere over 
the last month, his confidence has disappeared. Leaden-footed, taking too much 
time in possession, he is ultimately making the wrong decisions. Last weekend, it 
had cost Liverpool at West Brom. His form will have to improve if he is to appear 
at this summer’s World Cup.  
The second half was a continuation of the first. In his programme notes, Klopp 
had asked Liverpool supporters to “transmit energy” as if it were a European 
game. You must wonder what he thinks inwardly about these occasions, when the 
kick-off is early, the sun is high in the sky, the demographic of the crowd is 
different to what it is on a Tuesday night, and ultimately the arena with the 
reputation for being the most pulsating in the country at its best barely has a 
beat. 
It is a riddle the club should be taking very seriously but it also does not help 
when the decisions do not go Liverpool’s way. A penalty should have been theirs 
when Gini Wijnaldum’s cross was handled by Erik Pieters. Stoke did not deserve 
to lose, though. Time will tell whether their efforts here will be enough to have 
helped save them. 
 

 

 
Stubborn Stoke spoil Salah party as Klopp rages at jeering fans 
Liverpool 0 
Stoke City 0 
Att: 53,255 
This was supposed to be the day when Mohamed Salah, the conqueror of Roma, 
broke a Premier League record. 
But from the moment he produced an unexpected miss in the fifth 
minute, Liverpool suffered the ultimate hangover after the champagne sparkle of 
their Champions League semi-final. 
Jurgen Klopp's frustration boiled over early in the second half with an angry tirade 
at the supporters behind him, and this was an excruciating afternoon that must 
have seemed like the equivalent of a visit to the dentist for Liverpool's manager. 
The drab stalemate damages Klopp's hopes of overhauling Manchester United in 
second place and only served to provide Stoke's Paul Lambert with renewed hope 
of beating the drop. 
Lambert has never lost at Anfield as a manager, and that record did not really look 
in danger. Stoke were resilient, stubborn and defensively strong. The only 
question for them is whether the point has come too late. They also received a 
slice of fortune towards the end after Erik Pieters appeared to handle in the area 
in front of the Kop. 
Liverpool, meanwhile, will travel to Rome early this week with that 5-2 advantage 
and the consolation that they surely cannot play as poorly again. 
Klopp said: "We didn't score, so it's not the best day of my life, but it's definitely 
not the worst. I saw everything I wanted to see except fluency and fun and joy. It 
is not our best game, of course not. For me it looked a penalty, a clear one. 
Maybe in the Champions League against Manchester City we were lucky, in the 
Premier League, not one time. We should have got more penalties, we don't have 
them." 
Despite his remarkable season, Salah has now missed 21 clear goalscoring 
opportunities in the league, more than any other player. 
There were suggestions he would be rested for Wednesday's reunion in the 
Italian capital, but that record is firmly in his sights. He is currently level on 31 
league goals with Alan Shearer, Luis Suarez and Cristiano Ronaldo. 
The 32nd was there for the taking early in the game. Stoke's offside trap went 
horribly awry, and the Egyptian was bearing down on goal with only Jack Butland 
to beat, but although he dinked the ball over the goalkeeper, it drifted wide. 
That set the tone for an errorstrewn performance. 
Stoke are nearly at the stage where snookers are required to extend their 10-year 
stay in the Premier League. They were chasing the ball for lengthy periods and 
required Butland to deny Trent Alexander-Arnold from close range with a fine 
save. Yet Liverpool were disjointed, tentative and lethargic. 
Stoke's fortune was also increasing as Salah sent a free-kick wide after a Butland 
fumble before Danny Ings had an effort ruled out for offside. 
You could also hear a pin drop when Jordan Henderson went down late in the 
first-half after a collision with Xherdan Shaqiri. 
The mood was darkening, and Klopp lost his temper with supporters behind him 
after they jeered a stray pass from Alberto Moreno, furiously raising his arms. His 
anger increased when Pieters appeared to handle Salah's cross in the area. 
It could have been worse, as Stoke came close to a memorable win when Mame 
Diouf hooked the ball past Loris Karius and Ryan Shawcross failed to connect at 
the far post. 
Lambert said: "We dealt with everything thrown at us and defended brilliantly. 
"I've still never lost here as a manager or a player and it's not a bad run to have." 
Liverpool (4-3-3) Karius 6; Gomez 4, Van Dijk 7, Klavan 6, Moreno 5; Alexander-
Arnold 4 (Clyne 65), Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 6; Salah 5, Firmino 5, Ings 5 (Milner 
65). Subs Mignolet (g), Lovren, Robertson, Solanke, Woodburn. Booked Van Dijk. 
Stoke (4-3-3) Butland 5; Zouma 8, Shawcross 8, Martins Indi 6 (Ramadan 52), 
Pieters 8; Allen 7, Ndiaye 6, Bauer 5; Shaqiri 5; Crouch 5 (Fletcher 65), Diouf 5. 
Subs Haugaard (g), Ireland, Adam, Cameron, Campbell. Booked Crouch, Diouf. 
Referee Andre Marriner (West Midlands). 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/PremierLeague
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Liverpool hit the buffers 
LIVERPOOL 0 
STOKE CITY 0 
Paul Lambert paced, sleeves up, arms crossed, neck clenched, puce-faced, 
undergoing the agonies unique to football management. He did his coaching 
badges in Germany with Jurgen Klopp and the classmates remain friends. Yet their 
struggle was grim. If Liverpoolthrew away three points then how hard, how 
viscerally, how doggedly and in their way magnificently, Stoke worked to pick one 
up. 
Their heroes: Joe Allen, a scurrying spoiler, Kurt Zouma, staunch in two different 
defensive positions, and Erik Pieters, the journeyman Dutchman disciplined by 
Lambert just a few weeks ago but who, back in the fold, had surely the best day of 
his Premier League career. 
Pieters was aggressive, spiky, nearly always touch-tight to Mohamed Salah, and 
never less than focused and wholehearted in his work. He epitomised Stoke: not 
nice, not pretty, but necessary in their wiles and negativity against hosts who 
might have destroyed them had they opened up. Pieters also embodied the other 
quality Stoke needed: luck. He was reprieved despite handballing in his box in the 
87th minute. 
Andre Marriner's disinclination to award the penalty ensured he marched off to 
boos — but Liverpool were more culpable in their downfall than any referee. 
Salah, failing to score at home in the league for the first time since Boxing Day, 
missed an early one-on-one and betrayed tiredness after recent exploits. 
Wijnaldum placing a stoppage-time header high over the bar, and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, stumbling when Salah played him in during the opening stages, 
spoke of a general carelessness in the key moments. 
And this was like previous home 0-0s against West Brom and Manchester 
United: Liverpool's progress this season is obvious but still lacking is a solution for 
breaking down foes too deep, too organised and too unambitious to be 
counterpressed. The draw left behind nagging worries Chelsea can still rob them 
of a top-four place. More calming was Klopp saying Sadio Mane, absent with a 
niggle, will be okay for Wednesday's Champions League semi-final second leg 
versus Roma. For Stoke, the result kept alive survival hopes. They believe their 
final matches — against Crystal Palace and Swansea — are winnable while the 
likes of Huddersfield have a horrible run-in. 
Lambert, in six visits, has never lost at Anfield as a manager but it all got too much 
for him at the death when, from a flick on, Mame Biram Diouf lobbed a shot over 
Loris Karius and, arriving at the far post, Ryan Shawcross steered the ball into the 
side-netting. Lambert sank with head in hands but 1-0 would have been too much 
reward, given how Marriner had just spared his team. When Wijnaldum crossed, 
the ball struck Pieters' dangling left hand. While Pieters had not moved his arm 
towards the ball, nor did he move it out of the way and seemed to have time to 
do so. Klopp felt it a penalty and had other gripes but overall stayed sanguine. "It 
is not the best day of my life, but I have had for sure worst days, so let's take this 
and go for Rome," he said. 
Stoke had 28% possession and won't mind a jot that swathes of the game were 
unlovely; a shocker to watch, as if to cosmically balance the classic Anfield 
enjoyed when Roma visited on Tuesday. Amid the disjointed narrative you were 
drawn to sub-plots. One was Jack Butland visiting a club he is being linked with. 
The keeper recovered to have a strong second half but began like at job interview 
he found too stressful. 
His distribution was rushed, aimless. And his keeping? After six minutes, released 
by Jordan Henderson's fine pass, Salah went one-on-one with him and Butland 
obligingly went down early — as if he had not seen any of the Egyptian's zillion 
dinked finishes this season. Salah duly lifted the ball over him and supporters rose 
to acclaim. The cheers turned to laughter when the ball came back off the 
advertising boards, having landed wide. 
There were more Liverpool nearly-moments: a Wijnaldum shot just wide, Danny 
Ings blasting in but being inches offside. Yet the concerted penetrative play 
unleashed on Roma was absent. The changes Klopp had to make were a factor. 
Ings was a willing yet artisan replacement for Mane and Joe Gomez and Alberto 
Moreno were rusty. Stoke, in their own terms, were terrific. Lambert had them 
deep, compact, disciplined, aggressive and beyond the defending — which was 
often ruthless — they broke well. 
Star man: Erik Pieters (Stoke City) Yellow cards: Liverpool: Van Dijk Stoke City: 
Crouch, Diouf Referee: A Marriner Attendance: 53,255 Liverpool: Karius 7, Gomez 
5, Van Dijk 7, Klavan 6, Moreno 5, Alexander-Arnold 5 (Milner 65min, 6), 
Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 5, Salah 6, Firmino 6, Ings 6 (Clyne 65min, 5) Substitutes: 
Lovren, Mignolet, Robertson, Solanke, Woodburn Stoke City: Butland 6, Zouma 8, 
Martins Indi 7 (Sobhi 52min, 5), Shawcross 7, Pieters 8, Shaqiri 5, Allen 8, Ndiaye 
6, Bauer 6, Crouch 5 (Fletcher 65min, 5), Diouf 6 Substitutes: Ireland, Adam, 

Cameron, Haugaard, Campbell 
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Stoke City are still "in the fight" to avoid Premier League relegation after their 
hard-fought draw against Champions League semi-finalists Liverpool, says 
manager Paul Lambert. The Potters are three points adrift of safety with just two 
games of their season remaining, although the three teams directly above them - 
Southampton, Swansea and Huddersfield - all have a game in hand. While winless 
in 12 league games, Stoke secured their third straight draw at Anfield and face 
Crystal Palace and Swansea in their final two matches. "All I wanted was to go into 
the last few games with a chance of staying up," Lambert told BBC Sport. 
"Hopefully results will go our way. This is not for the faint-hearted. We are in a 
fight. I will take the fight for anything, and so will the lads." 
Liverpool winger Mohamed Salah missed the chance to break the record for most 
goals in a 38-game Premier League season when he clipped wide after being sent 
clear on goal after five minutes. That let-off focused the visitors, who could have 
won the game late on but Ryan Shawcross poked narrowly wide moments after 
Liverpool had a penalty appeal for handball against Erik Pieters turned down. 
"We deserved it - we came with a good gameplan and played a really good game; 
the commitment, throwing bodies into challenges, and we might have sneaked 
it," said Lambert, who replaced Mark Hughes in January. 
"If we had played like that from the start of the season, I would not be here and 
they would be cruising in the league." 
Pieters stars for dogged Potters 
The Dutch defender, who was at fault for Salah's chance, rarely let the Liverpool 
winger get more than an arm's length away from him for the rest of the game. 
"I thought Pieters played brilliantly" said Lambert. "Salah has been on fire this 
season but Erik was outstanding." Pieters was canny in how and when he fouled 
Salah - harassing but never aggressive enough to pick up a booking - while he was 
on hand to fell the Egyptian before he could get a shot away with Jack Butland out 
of his goal following a poor spill by the Stoke keeper. Pieters was lucky too. 
Liverpool should have had a penalty when Georginio Wijnaldum's cross struck the 
Stoke defender's arm on 87 minutes but referee Andre Marriner and his team 
waved away the hosts' appeals. Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp told BBC Sport it 
looked a "clear" penalty and that his side "should have got more penalties" in the 
league this season. Lambert said: "If that was a penalty we may as well all just 
have left. It is never a penalty. You can understand Jurgen Klopp's frustration 
about it but it's no penalty." 
The visitors were physical but not excessively so - capable of frustrating an in-
form attack that has scored 80 Premier League goals this season, with Kurt Zouma 
also impressive in defence. And they had a chance to steal a shock win two 
minutes from time as Mame Biram Diouf's effort evaded Loris Karius and the back 
post, with Shawcross stealing in but unable to turn it in. Ultimately it was not 
enough for victory but it was enough to stave off relegation - for now at least. 
Salah's off day 
Salah will have to wait at least another week to set a new record for most goals 
scored in a Premier League season since the league was cut to 20 teams in 1995. 
His 32nd strike seemed like a formality when Jordan Henderson slid a pass from 
deep through a chasm in the Stoke defence to play Salah through, but his chip 
over Butland drifted wide. It set the tone for a rare off day for both Salah and 
Liverpool, with the hosts creating little of note until the 20th minute when Salah 
played in Trent Alexander-Arnold on the overlap but the right-back could not get 
the ball out of his feet. Danny Ings then had a goal disallowed for offside shortly 
before the break after he crashed a volley high past Butland from a narrow angle 
when Wijnaldum's blocked shot fell to him, just the wrong side of the last man. 
After the interval, passes became wayward, crosses were not quite met and 
frustration showed for a Reds side showing five changes from the team that 
glided past Roma on Tuesday. "I saw everything I wanted to see except fluency 
and fun and joy, it is hard on a day like this. Stoke were a little lucky in some 
situations," said Klopp. "We had to make changes, that is always a bit of a rhythm 
breaker, in the final third everything is instinct between the regulars, and we 
missed a bit of that. But no-one was seriously injured so we carry on." 
Liverpool's second straight league draw against relegation candidates may not be 
ideal preparation but they can move on quickly by focusing on Wednesday night 
in Rome. 
Man of the match - Erik Pieters (Stoke) 
Lambert frustrates Liverpool again - match stats 
Liverpool failed to score at Anfield in the league for the first time in nine games 
(since a 0-0 v West Brom in December), after scoring 27 in total in the eight 
before that. Stoke City are without a win in 12 Premier League games, their 
longest run without a victory in the top flight since December 1984 (17). 
Theirs is also the current longest winless run across the top four divisions of 
English football. The Potters are without a win in 13 away league games (D6 L7), 
since a 1-0 win against Watford in October. Lambert has taken charge of more 
Premier League games at Anfield without ever losing than any other manager in 
the competition (5 - W2 D3). Salah had seven shots (none on target), the most he 
has had without scoring in a single game for Liverpool in all competitions. 
What's next? 
Liverpool play Roma in their Champions League semi-final second leg at 19:45 BST 
on Wednesday, 2 May before travelling to Chelsea on Sunday, 6 May (16:30 kick-
off). 
Stoke host Crystal Palace on Saturday, 5 May at 12:30. 
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Match ends, Liverpool 0, Stoke City 0. 
90'+7' Second Half ends, Liverpool 0, Stoke City 0. 
90'+4' Attempt missed. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool header from the centre of the 
box is high and wide to the right. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
90'+3' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Badou Ndiaye. 
90'+3' Attempt blocked. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. 
90' Attempt missed. Alberto Moreno (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is too high. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
90' Attempt blocked. Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. 
89' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Alberto Moreno. 
88' Attempt missed. Ryan Shawcross (Stoke City left footed shot from the right side of 
the six yard box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Mame Biram Diouf. 
88' Attempt missed. Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City left footed shot from a difficult angle 
on the left misses to the right. Assisted by Kurt Zouma with a headed pass. 
88' Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
88' Foul by Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool. 
88' Xherdan Shaqiri (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
87' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ryan Shawcross. 
86' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Badou Ndiaye. 
85' Offside, Liverpool. Mohamed Salah tries a through ball, but Georginio Wijnaldum is 
caught offside. 
84' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ramadan Sobhi. 
84' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Badou Ndiaye. 
84' Attempt blocked. Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by James Milner. 
83' Jordan Henderson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
83' Foul by Kurt Zouma (Stoke City. 
82' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
82' Darren Fletcher (Stoke City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
80' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
79' Delay in match Alberto Moreno (Liverpool because of an injury. 
79' Delay in match Badou Ndiaye (Stoke City because of an injury. 
77' Foul by Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool. 
77' Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
76' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Xherdan Shaqiri. 
76' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Badou Ndiaye. 
75' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Kurt Zouma. 
71' Foul by Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool. 
71' Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
70' Offside, Stoke City. Ramadan Sobhi tries a through ball, but Mame Biram Diouf is 
caught offside. 
67' Attempt missed. Alberto Moreno (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by James Milner. 
67' Attempt saved. Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is 
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Ragnar Klavan. 
66' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Alberto Moreno with a cross. 
65' Substitution, Liverpool. Nathaniel Clyne replaces Danny Ings. 
65' Substitution, Stoke City. Darren Fletcher replaces Peter Crouch. 
65' Substitution, Liverpool. James Milner replaces Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
63' Attempt blocked. Danny Ings (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Joseph Gomez. 
62' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Joseph Gomez. 
58' Attempt blocked. Ramadan Sobhi (Stoke City right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Peter Crouch. 
56' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
56' Foul by Ryan Shawcross (Stoke City. 
55' Foul by Mohamed Salah (Liverpool. 
55' Erik Pieters (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
55' Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
54' Attempt saved. Ramadan Sobhi (Stoke City right footed shot from a difficult angle on 
the left is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Erik Pieters. 
53' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
53' Foul by Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City. 
52' Substitution, Stoke City. Ramadan Sobhi replaces Bruno Martins Indi because of an 
injury. 
52' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
50' Delay in match Bruno Martins Indi (Stoke City because of an injury. 
50' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box misses to the left following a corner. 
49' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ryan Shawcross. 
49' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
47' Delay in match Joe Allen (Stoke City because of an injury. 
46' Mohamed Salah (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
46' Foul by Erik Pieters (Stoke City. 
 Second Half begins Liverpool 0, Stoke City 0. 
45'+4' First Half ends, Liverpool 0, Stoke City 0. 
45'+1' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
44' Delay in match Jordan Henderson (Liverpool because of an injury. 
42' Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 

 
 
41' Offside, Liverpool. Georginio Wijnaldum tries a through ball, but Danny Ings is 
caught offside. 
41' Attempt missed. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box misses to the right. Assisted by Danny Ings. 
37' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
37' Foul by Kurt Zouma (Stoke City. 
36' Peter Crouch (Stoke City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
36' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
36' Foul by Peter Crouch (Stoke City. 
35' Foul by Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool. 
35' Joe Allen (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
35' Hand ball by Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City. 
34' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
close, but misses to the right from a direct free kick. 
33' Mohamed Salah (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
33' Foul by Erik Pieters (Stoke City. 
28' Attempt missed. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side 
of the box is close, but misses to the left. 
28' Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Danny Ings. 
24' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
24' Foul by Xherdan Shaqiri (Stoke City. 
23' Offside, Stoke City. Kurt Zouma tries a through ball, but Mame Biram Diouf is caught 
offside. 
21' Foul by Joseph Gomez (Liverpool. 
21' Moritz Bauer (Stoke City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
21' Attempt saved. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
20' Attempt missed. Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City header from the right side of the six 
yard box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Moritz Bauer with a cross. 
18' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
18' Foul by Erik Pieters (Stoke City. 
17' Jordan Henderson (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
17' Foul by Mame Biram Diouf (Stoke City. 
14' Danny Ings (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
14' Foul by Kurt Zouma (Stoke City. 
11' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Alberto Moreno. 
10' Foul by Peter Crouch (Stoke City. 
10' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
7' Foul by Xherdan Shaqiri (Stoke City. 
7' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
5' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Jordan Henderson with a through ball 
following a fast break. 
3' Corner, Stoke City. Conceded by Alberto Moreno. 
2' Corner, Stoke City. Conceded by Virgil van Dijk. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  


