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Carroll lays into home fans as Bilic heads for the exit

West Ham United 1 Lanzini 55 4

Liverpool Salah 21, 75, Matip 24, Oxlade-Chamberlain 56

Referee N Swarbrick Attendance 56,961

The notion that it might be David Moyes who spends the international break
rummaging in cupboards, peering at charts and footage to determine how to set
about guiding West Ham United to a more comfortable position in the Premier
League proved so distasteful to many of the club's supporters that what had
appeared a done deal for the former Sunderland manager yesterday morning
ended up as a study in procrastination. Slaven Bilic might, in the board's view,
have run out of ideas and the team has indeed been lurching from one crisis to
another but the club's owners need a semblance of backing for whoever is to
replace him -- if indeed they choose to sack him this week -- not least because the
most pressing concern at West Ham is disenchantment. Andy Carroll labelled the
defeat by Liverpool "a terrible day" in terms of the crass defending that allowed
the visitors to carve open West Ham, but the striker also pointed a finger at the
vast swathes of supporters who began to file out of the London Stadium

once Liverpool had scored their third goal in the 56th minute.

"Well, they really should be staying," Carroll said. "They should be staying until
the end. You never know what's going to happen. Obviously, it frustrates you. You
don't think about it during the game but when you see the game back and you
see the fans leaving, they shouldn't really be leaving. They should be supporting
us no matter what. We should be playing better. It's us to blame. But they should
be helping us out a bit." If, come May, there is a battle between Crystal Palace
and West Ham over a relegation place, then it is Roy Hodgson's team that could
have the edge thanks to their supporters who remained in Selhurst Park last
weekend and were rewarded with a 97th-minute equaliser against Carroll's team.
"They [West Ham fans] walked out at half-time against Tottenham Hotspur [in the
EFL Cup at Wembley] when we were getting beat 2-0 and we turned it round,"
Carroll said. Palace fans last week; look what happened in the 97th minute. Fans
should stay until the end, regardless of the team." Whoever is manager at the
club can do little to fix the echoing blandness of the converted Olympic Stadium,
nor the long soulless trudge along characterless roads to reach it, but some
thrilling, winning football would rouse the fans and help make the club's new
home atmospheric. There is scepticism that Moyes can introduce much in the way
that is thrilling or winning, however. The 54-year-old flailed in the spotlight at Old
Trafford and failed to ignite an escape from relegation at Sunderland. He arguably
needs this appointment more than West Ham need him and the fact that he
would have been appointed on an interim basis indicates that the co-owners do
not want a five-year plan but the new manager-bounce that could stop a slide
towards the Sky Bet Championship. Tactically, West Ham struggle to focus for 90
minutes. They are capable of sizzling, of the odd smash and grab, but lack
consistency and concentration, even within matches. Their defending

against Liverpool was naive but more significant was that they conceded
immediately after Manuel Lanzini gave them hope.

"We've got great quality," Carroll said. "Fantastic quality. I've got no doubt about
it that we'll stay up this season. Everyone in the dressing room thinks the same.
There's worse teams in the league than us to go down. We're fine. We've got a
fantastic team." It is this type of optimism that has gnawed away at the team this
season and last. Quality of player does not matter if utilised awkwardly. Nor does
it matter if it lacks application. In his analysis on BT Sport, Steven Gerrard
compared Liverpool's Roberto Firmino to Javier Hernandez and concluded that
"one doesn't care, [is] lazy, the other runs his socks off."

It could be argued that the selfbelief exhibited by Carroll was at the heart of West
Ham's attempt to score deep into added time at Selhurst Park when all that was
needed to protect the three points was a spasm of modest caution.

The team resembles one of those progressive boarding schools without a
timetable, where the pupils choose whether to study history or go horse riding
instead, and when they are collected by their parents are discovered not to know
the outcome of the First World War. If Bilic is sacked his replacement will be
expected to adopt the role of the new head teacher and instil discipline into a side
that have suffered from the seemingly endless ultimatums delivered to his
predecessor. The Croatian had six games to save his job last season and this
campaign has been littered with all manner of short-term deadlines. This has
created a permanent state of crisis which has, in turn, given the side little room in
which to breath, to think ahead. Moyes, it is argued, could only struggle when he
took over from Sir Alex Ferguson at Manhester United. It was the sport's most
obvious poisoned chalice but he invited comparisons by trying to impose his own
regime, when to have permitted a smoother transition would have been more
amenable to the players. If he ends up at West Ham he needs to acknowledge
that Bilic was popular both among players and supporters, that his greatest asset
is not his coaching skill but the fact he has a season-long ultimatum and will have
some time in which to introduce positional and tactical rigour.

The West Ham job may well be Moyes's chance to prove himself to be relevant
and dependable, but he needs to adopt some subtlety even if he woos the owners
with talk of his personal hunger to succeed, a hunger that has been close to
invisible of late in the beleaguered Bilic.

RATINGS

West Ham United (3-4-1-2): J Hart 5 -- C Kouyate 5, W Reid 4, A Ogbonna 5 -- E

Fernandes 4 (sub: A Carroll 46 min, 5), M Noble 5 (sub: M Arnautovic 61, 4) P
Obiang 4, A Cresswell 5 -- A Ayew 5, M Lanzini 6 -- J Hernandez 5 (sub: D Sakho
72). Substitutes not used Adrian, S Haksabanovic, A Masuaku, D Rice. Booked
Lanzini, Noble, Reid.

Liverpool (4-4-2): S Mignolet 5 -- ) Gomez 5, J Matip 6, R Klavan 6, A Moreno 6 -- A
Oxlade-Chamberlain 7 (sub: D Lovren 87), G Wijnaldum 5, E Can 6, S Mane 7 (sub:
J Milner 77) -- M Salah 8, R Firmino 7 (sub: D Solanke 87). Substitutes not used L
Karius, M Grujic, T Alexander-Arnold, D Sturridge.

guardian

Liverpool pile pressure on West Ham with Mohamed Salah double

After another drubbing in the new home that was supposed to take this
underachieving club to unimaginable heights, and after another night when the
initial mutiny in the stands had given way to resignation long before the final
whistle, Slaven Bilic can have no complaints if it turns out West Ham’s patience
has finally snapped. It was another shambles on live television, the 10th time that
West Ham have conceded at least three goals at home since last season’s move to
the London Stadium and another game when the best way to beat the rush
outside was to stay in your seat until the bitter end. Bilic wore a grim, haunted
look as his team suffered the latest in a long line of humiliations.

The sole positive for West Ham’s manager was that Liverpool were not more
ruthless, which is a funny thing to say after a 4-1 win that moved Jiirgen Klopp's
side into sixth place, below Arsenal and Chelsea on goal difference.

Inspired by Sadio Mané , who created both of Mohamed Salah’s goals, Liverpool
strolled to a third consecutive victory, while West Ham provided further evidence
they are destined for a long scrap against relegation. They are crying out for
extensive reconstructive surgery and the international fortnight offers David
Sullivan and David Gold, the club’s owners, a chance to act.

And what more do they need to see before putting Bilic out of his misery? It had
been a fortnight since West Ham's last home game, _that chaotic 3-0 defeat to
Brighton, and a week since the second-half capitulation in the 2-2 draw with
Crystal Palace, and this was a mess against opponents who also have a habit of
making life needlessly difficult for themselves.

Liverpool fell apart on their last visit to London, losing to Tottenham Hotspur in a
manner that raised further questions about Klopp’s approach, and they needed
time to adjust to a new system that saw Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain on the right
and Salah operating in the hole behind Roberto Firmino, with Mané a constant
roving menace on his surprise inclusion after a month out with an injured
hamstring.

It did not help that Jordan Henderson was missing with a muscle problem but the
impact of the midfielder’s absence was minimised by Gini Wijnaldum’s late
recovery from an ankle injury.

There was an early sense that West Ham’s forwards fancied their chances against
Ragnar Klavan and Joél Matip. The hosts almost took an early lead when Manuel
Lanzini’s deflected pass ran kindly for Andre Ayew, only for the forward’s post to
hit the woodwork. West Ham would rue Ayew’s miss. “We started well,” Bilic said.
“We were not allowing them space in behind.” But then came the three-minute
spell when the game spiralled out of West Ham’s control midway through the first
half, a collapse sparked by a soft opening goal. It beggared belief that Aaron
Cresswell found himself confronted by three Liverpool attackers after a West Ham
corner was cleared. Bilic insisted his team were set up well but it did not take
much for Mané to burst through the middle and feed the ball to Salah, who
slipped a low finish past Joe Hart and into the net. “We are conceding too many
goals in that manner,” Bilic said. The loss of shape was bewildering — Bilic spoke
about naivety — and so was the defending that allowed Matip to double
Liverpool’s lead. Salah’s low corner hit Mark Noble and although Hart showed
sharp reflexes, Matip turned in the rebound.

Liverpool were not at their most fluent in the first half but they hardly needed to
be. Yes, West Ham had selection issues in defence, with Sam Byram, James Collins
and José Fonte injured and Pablo Zabaleta suspended, while the absence of the
hamstrung Michail Antonio deprived them of attacking dynamism. Their problem,
however, is a recurring inability to perform the basics and they were incapable of
containing Liverpool, even after Lanzini had hauled them back into the contest
early in the second half.

Bilic’s response at the break was to introduce Andy Carroll in place of Edimilson
Fernandes, who struggled at right wing-back, and switch from 3-4-1-2 to a gung-
ho 4-2-4. Carroll’s height unnerved Liverpool and an increasingly direct approach
paid off when Ayew’s deep cross reached Lanzini, who steered his shot past
Mignolet.

Perhaps West Ham were still feeling giddy after Lanzini’s goal, though. “That third
goal was very naive because we needed a moment of calmness,” Bilic said. “We
were very open to their counterattacking.”

Liverpool’s response was immediate, Firmino releasing Oxlade-Chamberlain, who
beat Hart at the second attempt. It was a lovely moment for the winger after his
exclusion from the England squad.

Klopp had said Mané was ready to play for 20 minutes. After watching him in
training, however, he threw the forward in from the start. Philippe Coutinho was
out but Mané was superb — “a little machine,” Klopp said —and he made another
for Salah near the end after a weaving run. The Egyptian’s driven, low finish
emphatically sealed Liverpool’s superiority.

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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SALAH'S FLYING finish; the verdict:premier leagueHammers floored by
sensational slingshot in 13.6 secs

WEST HAM 1 Lanzini 55 LIVERPOOL Salah 21, 75, Matip 24, 4 Oxlade-Chamberlain
56

THIS Liverpool win is best measured in seconds. The 13 seconds it took them to
zip the ball from their own penalty box to the West Ham net for Mohamed Salah's
opening goal. The 157 seconds between that goal and Joel Matip scoring their
second at the London Stadium.

The 55 seconds it took them to respond to Manuel Lanzini halving the deficit,
sweeping downfield for Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain to score their third and
extinguish West Ham's hopes.

The speed would have satisfied Jurgen Klopp. This is precisely the way he likes his
teams to play - high intensity, turbocharged, breathtakingly ruthless, roadrunner
football.

And it was little wonder doomed West Ham manager Slaven Bilic was left staring
vacantly into the night air.

Liverpool's play was a blur at times - a display of fireworks just after Halloween -
and thrilling to watch unless you're on the receiving end.

Bilic departs his post having seen his team cut to ribbons, yet they won't be
Liverpool's only victims this season.

Klopp's side dragged West Ham's defence out of shape time after time. They
scored four but it might easily have been seven or eight. Liverpool aspire to these
kind of performances. Yet in quiet moments of reflection, Klopp must wonder
why they are only fifth in the Premier League, why this manner of playing doesn't
translate into a title challenge.

Liverpool's style should be launching a title charge but their obvious defensive
frailties - the drag to their forward thrust - bring them to a shuddering halt.
There are also days when their rocket boosters don't fully ignite, such as the
frustrating afternoons against Burnley, Newcastle United and Manchester United,
when only a point was taken.

But with West Ham in such disarray, there was no such problem here, although
the manner of Liverpool's opener would have infuriated Bilic.

With eight West Ham players forward for a corner, Matip headed clear to Salah,
who touched the ball past the half-hearted Edimilson Fernandes to Sadio Mane.
Mane has such blistering speed that he wouldn't look out of place on the running
track at the London Stadium and he covered 60 metres in the blink of an eye
before teeing up Salah to score.

Matip tapped home their second from a corner and, after Lanzini offered West
Ham a brief flicker of hope, Liverpool conjured another moment of dazzling
fluency.

Roberto Firmino turned Winston Reid and found Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain in
acres of space. Joe Hart blocked his first shot, but Oxlade-Chamberlain rammed
home the rebound.

The goal happened so quickly from the restart that Oxlade-Chamberlain ran
through the celebratory bubbles from Lanzini's goal as he went joyously to the
travelling fans.

It was a first Premier League goal for Liverpool on his first league start under
Klopp since signing from Arsenal for PS35million in August.

The German has quickly brought Salah - a PS36m purchase from Roma - up to
speed with his blitzkrieg football and Oxlade-Chamberlain is next.

'It was completely different today to the things that he is used to,' said Klopp. 'He
did really well. He is so open to get used to what we do. I'm really happy that he
could make this decisive moment.

'They were all decisive by the end but | would like to have this answer always
when we concede a goal. It would make life easier.

'He needs to get used to the intensity that we ask. It's not that Arsenal didn't, they
play fantastic football. But we are really on it with these counter-pressing things
and the switch immediately to make the break.

'We are all used to it but he will be a really important player for us.' Salah scored
the fourth and now has 12 goals since arriving at Anfield. His seven n the Premier
League puts him in the same class as Sergio Aguero and Romelu Lukaku.

This was Liverpool at their breathtaking best. Yet Klopp knows deep down that
hey must be even better to challenge at WEST HAM UNITED (3-5-2): Hart 6; Reid
6, Ogbonna 5, Kouyate 5; Fernandes 5 (Carroll 46min, 6), Obiang 5, Lanzini 6.5,
Noble 6 (Arnautovic 61, 6), Cresswell 6; Ayew 6.5, Hernandez 6 (Sakho 72, 6). Subs
not used: Adrian, Haksabanovic, Masuaku, Rice.

Scorer: Lanzini 55. Booked: Reid, Noble, Lanzini. Manager: Slaven Bilic

5. LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Mignolet 6; Gomez 6.5, Matip 7, Klavan 6, Moreno 7;
Oxlade-Chamberlain 7.5 (Lovren 87), Can 7; SALAH 8.5, Wijnaldum 7, Firmino 7
(Solanke 87); Mane 8 (Milner 76). Subs not used: Karius, Sturridge, Grujic,
Alexander-Arnold.

Scorers: Salah 21, 75, Matip 24, Oxlade-Chamblerlain 56.

Booked: None. Manager: Jurgen Klopp 8. Referee: Neil Swarbrick 7. Attendance:
56,961.

The Daily Telegraph

Moyes in line for West Ham as Bilic suffers

West Ham United are expected to sack manager Slaven Bilic in the next 48 hours
and have already held talks about David Moyes replacing him.

Moyes denied there had been contact but confirmed he would be "interested" if
there was a vacancy.

The former Sunderland, Manchester United and Everton manager is expected to
be appointed until the end of this season and will bring former West Bromwich
Albion manager, and his former assistant, Alan Irvine with him.

There have also been discussions about another of his former assistants, Phil
Neville, reuniting with Moyes. but it is understood the former defender is keen to
try to secure a manager's job of his own. West Ham will hold a board meeting to
discuss Bilic. The international break means they do not play again until they face
Watford away on Nov 19, but the decision to sack him appears a formality after
the Saturday's defeat to Liverpool.

Bilic is aware of the situation and will have his regular Monday morning telephone
conversation with chairman David Sullivan. It is likely to centre on his departure.
The Croat's contract expires at the end of this campaign.

West Ham had hoped he would carry on until then but have been considering
their options for a number of weeks. The lack of readily available candidates has
earned Bilic more time. However, there has been a long-held admiration at the
club for Moyes who was approached to succeed Sam Allardyce before Bilic was
appointed in June 2015 on a threeyear deal.

Moyes' case has been pushed by West Ham's director of player recruitment, Tony
Henry, who worked with him at Everton. Despite failing in his past three jobs,
including Real Sociedad, Moyes is regarded as the experienced manager to steer
West Ham clear of relegation.

Moyes said on BelN Sports: "I've always said | want to go back into club
management. If the right opportunity comes around, I'll be interested."

When asked directly about West Ham, Moyes added: "l am interested, but at the
moment that vacancy has not become available. | know what Slaven must be
going through. He will want to get a result as quick as he can. If it comes available,
yes. But at the moment it's not available."

Speaking after the Liverpool defeat, which left West Ham in the relegation places
at the end of the weekend, Bilic said he was under "big pressure" and in a "very
difficult" situation.

Meanwhile, for Liverpool's Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, thrashing a shambolic side
was a memorable end to a turbulent week.

There was a starting berth and an impressive performance in the Champions
League victory over Maribor on Tuesday, but the feelgood factor was washed
away by his subsequent removal from the England squad for the forthcoming
friendlies against Germany and Brazil.

If Oxlade-Chamberlain's confidence had been knocked, it did not show. In his first
league start for Liverpool, the 24-year-old ex-Arsenal midfielder claimed his first
league goal and added to the impression that he is finally starting to find his feet
at his new club.

"It was very intense for him, completely different to the things he is used to," said
his manager, Jurgen Klopp. "He did really well. | like this player because he is
already experienced, but he is so open to get used to what we do and that is
really nice. "A lot of players are like 'Yeah, yeah, yeah, | want'. He is like 'What do
you want from me?'" Oxlade-Chamberlain's goal came less than a minute after
Manuel Lanzini had pulled West Ham back into the game. That followed first-half
strikes from Joel Matip and Mohamed Salah, who also grabbed a fourth to pile
further misery on Bilic.

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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Why Bilic is a dead man walking at West Ham

On the page, it reads like fighting talk.

"I'm a strong man and a big believer in myself," he said. "I came so far, from a
small county, first as a player, then as a manager. I'm very, very strong. | definitely
don't feel a broken man."

The problem for Slaven Bilic was that he looked and sounded like on Delivery
matters just as much as content in football management and the Croatian bore a
hangdog grimace that told you everything you needed to know about his own
take on his West Ham future.

Some 45 minutes had passed since his side's capitulation at the hands

of Liverpool and while the boos that rung around the London Stadium at the final
whistle had long since faded, more sombre mood music had begun to play:
whispers of P45s and David Moyes waiting in the wings.

"I don't know," was his assessment when asked whether he will be given time to
turn things around, but he might be the only one.

We have been here before, of course: Bilic has clung to this job through so many
crises that the skin of his teeth must be made of titanium. Yet while as recently as
a fortnight ago, the feeling was that he would be given until the end of the season
-- chalk that down to some nebulous morality claim on West Ham's part -- things
look different after the twin horrors of that Crystal Palace collapse and
yesterday's defeat.

Asked when he would speak to West Ham's owners, he replied: "When they call
me." Turning his phone off for a few hours might now be his best bet for
extending his tenure.

There is a temptation to feel some sympathy for Bilic. Certainly, consider in
isolation, the crass individual errors that have blighted the season so far have
been out of his hands. Michail Antonio's brainless dart into the box at Selhurst
Park is the main attraction here, but there have been other lapses, many of them
from players of greater experience.

Yet these are symptoms of a broader malaise, the blame for which lies at Bilic 's
door. A former centre-back -- an excellent one at that might reasonably have
been expected to forge a solid defensive unit, but West Ham's backline has been a
hotbed of indecision for longer than most fans would care to remember.

There have been back fours, back threes and endless square pegs in round holes,
but not much by way of conviction, this season especially. No side in the division
has conceded more after 11 games.

Further forward, too, the lack of a clear plan has been evident. In Bilic 's first
season, he did a reasonable impression of an attackk witch doctor, coaxing a
world-class season out of Dimitri Payet and reaping the benefits as West Ham
finished seventh. But that now looks like a freak accident, Payet's inevitable
departure having exposed a muddle of half-strategies and back-up plans.

The uncertainty was laid bare in August by Robert Snodgrass, now at Aston Villa,
who revealed that Bilic had insisted on playing him o of position for the majority
of his brief time at the club.

"I was coming on against [Manchester] City and he said, 'Where do you want to
play, on the left or right?' That was my debut and alarm bells were ringing right
away. | found it very strange. Every time | played, | was on the left. | don't know
why he did it. | hate that position."

Up front, Bilic could argue that a fit Andy Carroll might have chang everything. But
a fit Andy Carroll is like a pet unicorn or world peace: nice to dream about but a
ultimately bad choice of thing on which to pin your football club's hopes. The
sheer number of other strikers who have sunk without a trace in east London is
damning not just to Bilic, but he has had a fair crack of the whip and not solved
the proble

Nor is it the case that he has not been backed in the transfer market. [pounds
sterling]40million was spent in the summer, and more than that last season. Of
those who have come in, only Manuel Lanzini could be said to have been an
unqualified success.

Offer most sane people a choice between [pounds sterling]38million and the
combined forces of a 33-year-old Jose Fonte, Snodgrass and a laughably
disinterest Marko Arnautovic and you wouldn't find many opting for option

Bilic did not act alone in the transfer market, of course, no one arguing that West
Ham's problems do not run deeper than the dugout. There is a very palpable
sense of drift here, of a club groping for a future it cannot quite identify, let alone
grasp. But Bilic, n almost two and a half years into his stewardship of the club,
does not look like a man with the answers -- or even the energy to seek them
anymore.

"I don't like to talk about myself like I'm dead," he said on Saturday, but others
are doing just that. Some of them might even be in the board room, preparing to
make that phone call.

With Moyes hovering just off stage, Bilic is now a dead man walking.

DAILY

HOW THE BILIC BUBBLE BURST

IN the end it wasn't about the defeat to Liverpool, which saw his side outclassed.
It was about the lack of organisation in his team. The lack of fitness among his
players. The air of resignation that has come to encapsulate his leadership.

For Slaven Bilic, this has been coming for some time.

Twice already this season - after 3-0 defeats by newlypromoted Newcastle and
Brighton - he responded by shaking the players' hands and thanking them for
their efforts in the expectation that the sack awaited him.

If Bilic has been so willing to give up so easily, how on earth could his players be
expected to stand up and be counted? he s It is not true to say that he had lost
the dressing room. It is true, however, to say that the players fear he has lost
belief in himself.

The strategist who saw off England as boss of Croatia 10 years ago has been
replaced by a coach whose side is a soft touch - one of the easiest to play against
in the Premier League.

It is @ myth to say that the West Ham board have not backed him.

Alvaro Arbeloa, Sofiane Feghouli, Havard Nordtveit and Ashley Fletcher are just
some of the players that were either too old, too young or just not good enough
to hold down a place in the side.

Bilic did not want Portugal's Sporting midfielder William Carvalho. Why on earth
not? When another midfielder that would have improved the Hammers, Grzegorz
Krychowiak, went to West Brom instead of West Ham, the Irons owners could not
contain their frustration.

They made it public. We were seeing the beginning of the end. Record signing
Marko Arnautovic looked hugely overpriced during the summer at PS24million,
but Bilic wanted him.

The Austrian (below) justified his decision to jump ship from Stoke by insisting the
Hammers had more ambition.

PrsSah They are laughing their socks off right now at the bet365 Stadium. There is
no doubt whatsoever about who came out better from that deal. Arnautovic was
sent off in his second Premier League start in August, at Southampton, and went
downbhill from there. Italy striker Simone Zaza arrived last season on an expensive
loan deal from Juventus. Unhappy and demotivated, he severed his ties with Bilic
and quit the Hammers for Valencia.

This season Zaza is the second-highest scorer in La Liga behind Lionel Messi.

The statistic has not been lost on the people who make the decisions at West
Ham.

How was it that Bilic was not able to get the best out of him? hat n How is it that
Bilic can have a proven goalscorer such as Javier Hernandez in his side, yet fail to
get the best out of him too? il ained o-Fans complained about seeing the
celebrated poacher, a two-time title winner with Manchester United and a FIFA
World Club Cup winner with Real Madrid, played out of position.

FA inner rid, f Bilic (left) will leave with a few quid in his lw inal back pocket,
having been sacked in the final year of a contract that was never going to be
extended.

The end for him can't come soon enough.

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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[ Liverpoor | After the skill and the show of strength came the vision as he picked out Oxlade-

Potent Reds dish out their own brand of capital punishment in emphatic
dismissal of West Ham

This time it was Liverpool's turn to dish out some capital punishment.

From the depths of despair after a humiliating defeat to Tottenham a fortnight
ago, a season has since been revived.

If Jurgen Klopp's previous trip to London laid bare the Reds' glaring weaknesses,
this thrashing of lowly West Ham illustrated their exhilarating strengths.

An emphatic victory, which piled the pressure on Slaven Bilic, ensured that
Liverpool will go into the international break on a glorious high.

Three straight wins against admittedly modest opposition since that Wembley
debacle have not only restored pride, but strengthened their hand to mount a
challenge both at home and abroad.

Klopp's doubters have been silenced for now. The believers have plenty to feast
upon. Mohamed Salah stole the show at the London Stadium as his classy double
took his tally for the season to 12 goals in just 17 outings.

Put into context, no Liverpool player has scored more than 14 in a season since
Luis Suarez left for Barcelona in 2014.

The impact the Egyptian winger has made at Anfield since his club record
£36.9million move from Roma has been remarkable.

Much of the talk in recent months has been about the Reds' lack of a 25-goal a
season marksman. But it turns out Klopp had already brought one on board. Salah
is the main man. If he stays fit and maintains these sky-high standards then
reaching 30 won't be beyond one of European football's most exciting talents.
The supporting cast weren't bad either as the Hammers were put to the sword.
Sadio Mane was sensational on his comeback — providing the perfect cure for the
Reds' travel sickness as they won away in the Premier League for the first time
since September.

The Senegal international, who had only returned to full training on Thursday, put
in a breathless 77-minute shift after a month out before departing to a standing
ovation. The same honour was afforded to the outstanding Roberto Firmino , who
tormented Bilic's backline throughout.

There was no let-up from the tireless Brazilian. Winston Reid will be seeing the
Reds' No 9 in his nightmares.

Throw in the sight of Joel Matip ending his year-long drought and Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain marking his full Premier League debut for the Reds with a goal and it
was a night to savour for Klopp.

Yes, they wobbled at times defensively, with Manuel Lanzini taking advantage, but
they dug deep and rode out the storm.

Mocked and ridiculed after events at Wembley, Liverpool now sit level on points
with fourth placed Chelsea in the Premier League and are top of their Champions
League group.

They also have Philippe Coutinho and Adam Lallana on the brink of returning to
action. The firepower at Klopp's disposal is frightening.

With Jordan Henderson sidelined by a thigh problem and James Milner relegated
to bench duty, Simon Mignolet was handed the honour of captaining the Reds.
That wasn't the only surprise sprung by Klopp as he included Mane in his starting
line up, left out Daniel Sturridge and went with a bold 4-2-3-1 formation.

Salah, who has done most of his damage cutting in off the right, found himself
playing centrally just behind Firmino, but it was effectively a front four.

Liverpool struggled to get going early on and there was a major let-off when
Chicharito's pass deflected into the path of Andre Ayew, who struck the outside of
the post. With the Reds' attacking quartet so advanced, plenty of hard graft was
demanded from Emre Can and Gini Wijnaldum, who passed a fitness test after
limping off against Maribor. At times they were outnumbered in the middle. West
Ham were just starting to grow in confidence when Liverpool clicked into gear in
devastating fashion. Lanzini's corner was nodded clear and Salah sprung into life.
His pass released Mane and the two speedsters burst over halfway.

The Hammers were exposed and with Oxlade-Chamberlain also in support it was
three against one. Mane showed great composure, biding his time before putting it
on a plate for Salah, who took a touch to steady himself and slotted past Joe Hart.
It was a blistering counter-attack and Liverpool swiftly doubled their account.
Salah's corner was inadvertently diverted goalwards by Mark Noble. Hart reacted
smartly to keep it out but Matip was on hand to convert from close range.
Liverpool had struck twice in the space of three minutes and the rest of the first
half was a cakewalk for Klopp's side. The sombre mood inside the London Stadium
turned increasingly angry. Not only was there a gulf in class but also in attitude and
application. Bilic reacted to the cacophony of boos by bringing on Andy Carroll for
the second half. The former Reds striker didn't waste any time making his presence
felt as he slammed a forearm into Can's face.

West Ham rallied and 10 minutes after the restart they halved the deficit. Joe
Gomez misjudged Ayew's cross and Lanzini made him pay, firing in off the inside of
the post.

The home fans sensed that all was not lost but within 55 seconds that glimmer of
hope was wrestled away as Liverpool summoned the perfect response.

The Reds' third goal was all about the brilliance of Firmino. His first touch was
sublime as he turned away from Reid and raced goalwards. It was Suarez-esque.

Chamberlain. Hart kept out the initial strike but £35million man tucked the
rebound into the roof of the net.

This was one of those nights when Liverpool's potency at one end comfortably
masked their issues at the other. Lanzini should have put the contest back in the
melting pot but blazed over when well placed.

At that point the Reds were creaking. It was all too frenetic and they needed to
take the sting out of proceedings. To their credit, they did that.

They kept the ball better and firmly regained control. As West Ham threw caution
to the wind, they were torn apart on the counter.

Firmino dragged wide after nonchalantly shrugging off Angelo Ogbonna before the
fourth goal arrived 14 minutes from time.

Mane's mazy run ended with a dinked pass to Salah, who drilled clinically into the
bottom corner. Liverpool could and should have had more as a glut of chances
went begging but it mattered little.

After the final whistle a beaming Klopp unleashed a flurry of fist pumps in front of
the jubilant away end before heading down the tunnel.

No inquest this time. Kopites can enjoy the next fortnight. Hope has been restored.
MATCH FACTS

West Ham : Hart, Reid, Kouyate, Ogbonna, Cresswell, Obiang, Noble (Arnautovic
61), Fernandes (Carroll 45), Lanzini, Ayew, Chicharito (Sakho 72).

Not used : Adrian, Haksabanovic, Masuaku, Rice.

Liverpool : Mignolet, Gomez, Matip, Klavan, Moreno, Can, Wijnaldum, Oxlade-
Chamberlain (Lovren 87), Salah, Mane (Milner 77), Firmino (Solanke 87).

Subs : Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Grujic, Sturridge

Referee : Neil Swarbrick Attendance : 56,961

Goals : Salah 21, Matip 24, Lanzini 55, Oxlade-Chamberlain 56, Salah 76.

Bookings : Noble, Reid, Lanzini.

Man of the match : Mohamed Salah. The Reds' two-goal hero goes from strength
to strength.

STANDARD

Bell tolls for Slaven Bilic at the lowest point of his tenure

Liverpool well and truly piled the pressure back on Slaven Bilic as they put four
past a lacklustre and uninspiring West Ham at London Stadium.

The Hammers boss had spoken in the build-up to Saturday night’s game of how
one result either way could have a dramatic effect on the pressure surrounding
his position at the club, but few would have seen this coming.

Having also emphasised the need to be solid against such a potent attacking
force, the hosts were far from it has they handed Mohamed Salah and Joel Matip
two cheap goals after a bright start, before Joe Hart served a third up to Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain seconds after Manuel Lanzini’s goal had sparked some hope.
Salah bagged his second and Liverpool’s fourth having been left unmarked in the
box and plunged Bilic to his lowest point during his tenure.

Bell tolls for Bilic

The Croatian has never seemed one to walk away from a challenge, and clearly
still has the backing of his players. However, the fact he comes across as a nice
man and gets along with all his players is far from enough in the Premier League.
While you would not mark Liverpool at home as a definite win when looking at
your schedule, the manner in which his West Ham side went about their 4-1
defeat does not bode well for the manager.

Aside from a five minute spell in the second half there was no sign of any
determination or spirit from the Croatian’s side. It would be a shame to see him
go, but it seems time’s up for Bilic.

Lonely Lanzini

As all appeared to fall apart around him, Manuel Lanzini time and again looked to
turn the tide for the Hammers. The Argentine, dubbed ‘The Jewel’ by River Plate
fans during his time there, was the diamond in the rough for Bilic against the
Reds. The playmaker missed the start of the season through a pre-season injury
and had been the main component in a recent change in fortunes, if Bilic is to
turn things around in the weeks before Christmas, he will be the man to save the
Croatian.

Missed opportunity

West Ham showed just how little self-belief they are running on, while handing
Liverpool more than they could have ever wanted.

Klopp’s men were clinical on the night, however, on the ball they were far from
miraculous. A little pressure either side of the interval from the hosts and it could
have all been so different. The introduction of Andy Carroll had the visiting back
four rattled, a side with any confidence would’ve smelt blood.

Not West Ham, though. Having handed them two cheap goals in the first half they
once again switched of moments after scoring and were thus consigned to
another desperate defeat at the hands of Klopp at London Stadium.

Liverpool turning point

With Arsenal, Manchester City, Manchester United and Chelsea all facing one and
other this weekend, Liverpool had a chance to throw their hat back into the ring
at the top, and they took it. The win leaves Klopp’s side in sixth, with all five
above them still to play this gameweek. While they remain a long way off in terms
of the title hunt, nine points to be exact, on a night where they were far from
their best Liverpool at least showed a clinical touch to remind their top four rivals
they’re still kicking in the league.
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Five things we learned as lethal Liverpool thrash West Ham and leave
Slaven Bilic on the brink
Liverpool strolled to victory over West Ham to leave Slaven Bilicon the brink.
Mohamed Salah opened the scoring for Liverpool and just seconds later Joel
Matip finished from close-range to double his sides lead.

Manuel Lanzini pulled one back for the hosts but further goals from Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain and Salah wrapped up a comfortable win for Liverpool.

Here are five things we learned from the match.

Klopp's mind games pay off...

“Sadio trained with the team for first time yesterday and looked really good,”
Klopp said with a smile at his pre-match press conference, before adding: “We will
see how he reacts. He could be ready for 20/25 minutes.”

So naturally eyebrows were raised when Mane was named in the starting line-up,
before going on to play a healthy 77 minutes. Ruling out a miraculous late
recovery, his inclusion from the first whistle was evidence that even when under
pressure, Klopp isn’t one to shy away from the odd managerial mind game.

And his decision to play Mane from the outset paid off, as the Senegalese forward
assisted Mohamed Salah’s opening goal and was a buzzing nuisance throughout.

He dominated Edimilson Fernandes, who was hauled off at half-time, and was
unlucky not to get on the scoresheet himself.

... and so does his tactical switch
This was a fantastic evening for Klopp, who has come under increasing pressure in
recent weeks as Liverpool’s league form has slumped. Not only did his mind
games prior to kick-off pay-off — but so did his decision to switch from his
customary 3-4-3 to something resembling a 4-2-3-1 formation. Mane and Salah
combined well going forwards and terrorised the West Ham defence with their
pace, while Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain looked comfortable deployed in a more
advanced position. Without Oxlade-Chamberlain played as a wingback, Liverpool
also looked more solid in defence, with Alberto Morenoand Joe Gomez playing
well. It was a fluid formation and perhaps this flexibility hampered Liverpool’s
ability to keep the ball in the middle of the park, but ultimately Liverpool reacted
well to Jordan Henderson’s injury and Klopp got his tactics spot on.

Hart's struggles continue
An eye-catching stat began to do the rounds shortly before kick-off at the London
Stadium: Joe Hart has conceded 29 goals in 17 Premier League games vs Liverpool
during his career; five more than against any other side. Make that 33 in 18
Premier League games after this difficult evening for Bilic’s struggling side. Could
Hart be blamed for any of the goals? Perhaps — he left his near post wide open for
Salah’s opener, although in fairness he was left incredibly exposed by his defence
for all four. Regardless, he is a goalkeeper bereft of confidence, playing between
the sticks for a side with the worst defensive record in the league this season.
England manager Gareth Southgate has shown that he is not afraid to be ruthless
with his team selection with the Russian World Cup now just months away, and
Hart must surely be in fear for his place as the nation’s number one goalkeeper.
Bilic running out of time
Bilic could do little but hang his head in shame as he paced off towards the
dressing room at half-time, the loud boos of the London Stadium crowd ringing in
his ears. There was a similar scene at full-time. His time in charge of West Ham is
surely running out, with the club hovering just one point above the relegation
zone having won two of their opening 11 Premier League fixtures. They haven’t
won in the league since the end of September and it’s hard to see how they
improve without relieving Bilic of his duties. But is sacking Bilic really the long-
term solution? The problems at West Ham seem to run so much deeper. From
their frankly disastrous summer spending spree to the controversial decision to
leave Upton Park in the first place, there is something very wrong in east London.
Lanzini offers some hope
West Ham'’s hopes of getting their act together and rising up the Premier League
table seem to rest squarely on the shoulders of the talented Lanzini.

The 24-year-old missed the start of the season with a knee injury — a spell on the
sidelines that just so happened to coincide with West Ham losing their first three
games. He has played relatively well since his return and scored his first goal of
the league season against Liverpool tonight, to give West Ham some brief hope of
levelling the score. In truth he should have scored a second moments later, but
even despite that miss he remained his club’s best player.

The Suniay Telegraph

Liverpool pile up the pressure on Bilic

West Ham 1 Lanzini 55 Liverpool 4 Salah 22, 75, Matip 24, Oxlade-Chamberlain 56
There is no goalscorer in the top-flight of the English game in better current form
than Mohamed Salah and he was a match-winner again for his club against a
West Ham United team displaying all the familiar signs of crisis to which their
supporters have become accustomed. The Egyptian striker, regarded by the
Telegraph Sport columnist Jamie Carragher as the season's most effective new
signing so far, delivered once again with his 11th and 12th goal of the new
campaign, and his sixth in his last five games. At this rate, he is on course to

surpass last season's top goalscorer at Liverpool, Philippe Coutinho, who got 14,
by the end of the month and his effect is being felt. Jurgen Klopp's side were
deserved winners, working to a much more coherent plan and with the ability to
take chances whenever they presented themselves, in particular their third which
came less than a minute after Manuel Lanzini had pulled one back for West Ham
in the second half. This is their third successive victory in all competitions, a run
they have not managed since August, and Klopp will hope that after the
international break Adam Lallana will also return to the side. Sadio Mane is
already back from injury and claimed both assists for the Salah goals, playing 87
minutes before he was summoned to the bench. There was also a first goal in

a Liverpool shirt for Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, another from Joel Matip, and by
the end West Ham were a smoking wreck, booed off at half-time and then again
at the end. They are a team who have done just about enough to keep their
manager in a job with that stirring Carabao Cup victory over Tottenham Hotspur
that papered over a few cracks. But anyone can see that Slaven Bilic has no idea
how best to deploy his mixed bag of a squad that should nonetheless be a good
deal better off than one point above the relegation zone. He changed systems at
half-time with his team 2-0 down and sent Andy Carroll on to throw himself at his
former club but it was all too late. West Ham's players seemed still to be
ruminating on the first bad goal they conceded when, barely two minutes later
they conspired to concede a second bad goal, and on the touchline, Bilic's posture
suggested a man who did not have a plan. It was a terrible collapse from a team
that had offered very little up to that midpoint of the first half. There was a bit of
home-fan animosity towards the referee, Neil Swarbrick, who seemed to have
dealt their side a marginally tougher hand than he granted the away side, but
then generally Liverpool looked a lot more certain of their task than the team
they were up against. Usually a staunch advocate of 4-3-3, Klopp picked a system
that seemed to change back and forth between 4-2-3-1 and a much riskier 4-2-4.
One moment Salah might drop in behind Roberto Firmino, and then at other
times he would be alongside the Brazilian with Sadio Mane and Oxlade-
Chamberlain on the wings. This was the first Premier League start for the
Englishman at his new club and the pace across that front line was telling. For
some reason West Ham had failed to lock the back door while they pushed up to
take a corner in the 22nd minute, and within seconds, Salah had won the ball and
flicked it to Mane, who was free to run two-thirds the length of the pitch without
an opponent to challenge him. In what must have been a surprise to Salah and
Mane, too, they had only a frantically back-pedalling Aaron Cress-well between
them and Joe Hart's goal. Mane picked his moment perfectly to play in his team-
mate Salah to score his 11th goal of the season. Moments later West Ham
conceded a corner which Salah did not hit particularly well, low to the near post.
Georgino Wijnaldum ran towards the ball, missed it, and things got worse from
there on in for the home side. Mark Noble was unable to stop the ball cannoning
off his leg, and as a consequence Hart had to make a save that pushed the ball out
but all but took the goalkeeper out of the game. Matip put the loose ball away
from close range. Andre Ayew had hit the post in nine minutes from Manuel
Lanzini's through-ball but there was little prospect of even that going in given his
angle. The despondency of the home fans grew accordingly and half-time arrived
with boos for Bilic's side. The putative success of any rescue plan would lean
heavily on Carroll's effectiveness or otherwise, the great force of nature being
introduced at half-time as a replacement for Edmilson Fernandes, a left wing-back
in the first half whose removal precipitated a change in system. Instead, Bilic
played with a back four and Lanzini behind Carroll in attack. There was some brief
respite when Lanzini scored a fine goal for West Ham, arriving behind Joe Gomez
for an Ayew cross hit to the back post, and out of the peripheral vision of the
young Englishman. The Argentinian took the ball on his chest and aligned himself
with goal before Gomez had worked out where his opponent was and Lanzini
finished with a sweet improvised volley. The third goal for Liverpool that followed
in less than 60 seconds was so swift that the home side barely had the chance to
assess their new position before it was taken away from them. The goal was
Oxlade-Chamberlain's first for his new club and he celebrated it with suitable
delight, but it was made by the startling first touch of Firmino. The Brazilian
controlled and turned with the ball beautifully before striking a through-ball. Hart
saved the first time and Oxlade-Chamberlain scored with the rebound. The game
opened up after that and although there were glimmers for West Ham, and
Hernandez's insistence he had been pushed in heading a cross from the left
wing, Liverpool too had chances. Their fourth goal was a travesty of defensive
disorganisation for West Ham, with Mane riding a couple of tackles, falling over
and getting up again before picking out Salah on the left side of the box. There
was no pressure on the ball, or urgency from West Ham, and Salah rattled in his
second. Bilic was again booed for replacing Hernandez with Diafra Sakho but then
it seems that nothing the West Ham manager tries to do really works. His team
have no urgency and have not won any of their last five league games. When you
watch them it comes as little surprise.

West Ham (3-4-3): Hart 6; Kouyate 4, Reid 4, Ogbonna 4; Fernandes (Carroll 45) 4,
Noble (Arnautovic 61) 5, Obiang 5, Cresswell 5; Ayew 4, Lanzini 6, Hernandez
(Sakho 72) 5. Subs Adrian (g), Haksabanovic, Masuaku, Rice. Booked Reid, Noble,
Lanzini.

Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Mignolet 6; Gomez 5, Matip 6, Klavan 6, Moreno 6;
Wijnaldum 6, Can 7; Oxlade-Chamberlain (Lovren 87) 7, Salah 8, Mane (Milner 77)
7; Firmino (Solanke 87) 7. Subs Karius (g), Sturridge, Grujic, Alexander-Arnold.
Referee N Swarbrick (Preston).
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Liverpool fireworks stun Bilic

WEST HAM UNITED 1 Lanzini 55 LIVERPOOL 4 Salah 21, 75, Matip 24, Oxlade-
Chamberlain 56

The London stadium emptied, with home supporters bored of even booing, and
the Liverpool end sang about Slaven Bilic's team going down with Everton. Jurgen
Klopp could even send on Dejan Lovren for a gentle runaround and some
rehabbing of his confidence. This was a dreadful day for West Ham and it could
have been so much worse. At 4-1, Liverpool were cutting through them as in a
training game -- against the academy kids. James Milner missed, Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain had one blocked and Joe Hart saved well from Mohamed Salah. A 4-
1 scoreline flattered West Ham; Liverpool were nowhere near top gear.

Two utterly supine bits of home defending led to their 2-0 lead and they were not
asked a question until Manuel Lanzini, early in the second half, peeled off Joe
Gomez to chest down Andre Ayew's looping centre and volley a lovely finish past
Simon Mignolet.

This was a moment of fluency out of context with West Ham's performance and
the resistance lasted just 60 seconds. Alberto Moreno won possession to play
infield to Roberto Firmino, who turned Winston Reid, made ground and found
Oxlade-Chamberlain to his right. The last-named struck a forceful shot which was
well saved by Hart and his outstretched foot but Oxlade-Chamberlain rammed the
rebound through Hart's legs for 3-1. Lanzini had one chance to get West Ham
back in it, and then that was it, a horrific endgame for Bilic

where Liverpool somehow only scored once more. Salah's finish was lovely
enough to be worth a couple of goals, mind. From deep inside their half -- just like
their first goal -- Liverpool counterattacked with Gomez finding Oxlade-
Chamberlain and then him feeding Sadio Mane, who ran 20 yards, was able to
pick himself up and get back on the ball after Pedro Obiang's halfhearted trip,
then play to Salah who lashed home his 12th goal of the season with a lovely
swing of the right boot.

Liverpool were in their gaudy orange third kit, a day-glo number their marketing
department declared is "bold citrus". But the lemons were the opposition.

A facet of Liverpool's season had been the sheer amount of effort they have had
to put into scoring. In a particularly wasteful run at one point, they were
averaging less than a goal every 20 shots. So step forward West Ham, a most
laissezfaire foe, who apparently don't believe in basic precautionary measures like
watching a speedy raider like Mo Salah when the opposition break.

Salah, especially with Mane back from injury to abet him, was always going to be
someone to guard against the moment Liverpool turned over possession. But
West Ham let him run free.

It would be an insult to children to suggest there was primary school defending
when Liverpoolscored their first. It came from a West Ham corner. Joel Matip
headed clear and Salah gathered on the edge of his own box. A little turn and he
was in space, feeding Mane to his left and charging straight down the centre.
Mane carried the ball unchecked, 20, 30, 40 yards, before reaching the edge of
the box and returning the ball to Salah. Hart was stranded and Salah let the
keeper commit before sidefooting home easily. West Ham's feebleness did not
detract from Salah and Mane's efficiency, and Salah's strike was his 11th goal in
17 games since arriving from Roma. Three minutes later, after their next attack,
they scored again. Two goals from three shots for Liverpool felt like a carnival
after their previous frustrations and, again, West Ham were all kindness.
Defending a corner, Mark Noble got himself in the wrong position and the ball
cannoned off his shins, forcing Hart to plunge and parry. Matip poked in. Not even
25 minutes gone, a rout seemed on. Liverpool have played far better and drawn
or lost this season. Klopp used a bold set up, a 4-2-3-1 that morphed into 4-2-4
when Salah pushed up alongside Roberto Firmino, and though Bilic often had five
men back there were plenty of areas to attack because of West Ham's difficulties
in defending space. After Oxlade-Chamberlain's goal came further

cutting Liverpool counters and Firmino was agonised when he dragged his shot
across Hart and beyond the far post after outmuscling and then outpacing Reid. In
a brilliant break Oxlade-Chamberlain won possession and played a one-two with
Emre Can before finding Firmino, who released Mane, the move ending with
Mane shooting uncharacteristically wildly.

Then came Salah's coup de grace. The home fans had booed on Marko
Arnautovic, Bilic's indulgent PS20m hunch. Andy Carroll, another substitute, at
least kept West Ham competitive for a time.

But that's where West Ham are: no further on than hoping Carroll stays fit -- or
out of referees' bad books -- long enough to compensate for other shortcomings.
No further on than three seasons ago, in other words -- and with a manager far
more likely to take them down.

Star man: Mohamed Salah (Liverpool) Yellow cards: West Ham: Reid, Noble,
Lanzini Referee: N Swarbrick Attendance: 56,961 West Ham: Hart 6, Reid 4,
Kouyate 4, Ogbonna 4, Fernandes (Carroll h-t, 6), Obiang 5, Lanzini 6, Noble 4
(Arnautovic 61min, 4), Cresswell 5, Ayew, Hernandez 5 (Sakho 72min, 4)
Substitutes: Adrian, Haksabanovic, Masuaku, Rice Liverpool: Mignolet 6, Gomez 6,
Matip 7, Klavan 6, Moreno 7, Oxlade-Chamberlain 8 (Lovren 87min, 6), Can 7,
Wijnaldum 6, Salah 9, Firmino 7 (Solanke 87min, 6), Mane 7 (Milner 77min, 6)
Substitutes: Karius, Sturridge, Grujic, Alexander-Arnold

TheObserver

West Ham's naivety and lack of application leave Slaven Bilic on brink

It was four, it should have been six, it could have been 10. West Ham United have
hardly prospered since moving to the London Stadium but, like the thrashing by
Arsenal last season or the Friday night thumping by Brighton last month, this was
a defeat that will linger like a fish under the floorboards. It truly stank.

Slaven Bilic will face questions about his future as manager after this result and
rightly so. He has faced such questions before in his two-and-a-half-year tenure
and survived but the naivety, the disorganisation and, by the end, a sheer lack of
application suggests that something different needs to be done if this club are to
achieve anything near to what they should be capable of on paper.

Before the game Bilic was confident. He knew it was a tough assignment to

face Liverpool but defend stoutly and they would have a chance, he said.

Related: Liverpool pile pressure on West Ham with Mohamed Salah double
Jurgen Klopp's team committed so many men to attack there would alwa be
opportunities. Manage the transition, occupy the right positions and they could
exploit the vulnerability.

This might have been an insight drawn from Bilic's last chastening result against
the Reds: a 4-0 reverse in May when Liverpool dominated the ball and were 3-0
up by the hour mark. If that were the conclusion, however, it was at the very least
incomplete. Liverpool were two up in half an hour this time and their opening
goal came from a counterattack. What's more, a counterattack from a West Ham
corner.

A corner, for those new to the game, is a moment in a match where play stops
and both teams assume predetermined positions. The arrangement West Ham
opted for, on their first corner of the game, was one that left only Aaron Cresswell
preventing two of the fastest players in the league from a clear run on his goal.
Suffice to say once Liverpool cleared the ball to Sadio Mane on the edge of the
penalty area, a go was pretty much guaranteed and, roughly six seconds later, Mo
Salah calmly delivered with a cool finish under the England goalkeeper Joe Hart.
Related: Slaven Bilic: 'l am always strong and | am facing the consequences'

That goal put paid to any gameplan of containment but within another few
seconds any other result appeared out of reach. On first inspection Liverpool's
second goal had an air of good fortune about it: a corner bounced through the
box, came off Mark Noble and was then tucked in by Joel Matip. But the ball hit
Noble because he lost his man, Mane whose run distracted the defence enough
for the ball to get past the first post. Noble, who had half-followed in, was
therefore facing his own goal when it clanged off him. Hart made a save but
rather than trying to turn the ball round the post he pushed it forward, straight to
the waiting Matip. These were small details but they mattered.

Having opted for a back five of late, Bilic ditched his system at half-time in order
to accommodate the Hammers' lumbering totem Andy Carroll. In a way, the
change conjured a goal as Andre Ayew, a striker in t first half, delivered a swirling
cross from the right wing that Manuel Lanzini managed to take on his chest and
loop excellently over Simon Mignolet. But barely was the ball back on the centre
spot than Liverpool were running right through a team now light in the middle of
the park to score their third.

Yes, Liverpool are a team filled with attacking talent, coached by a manager who
puts the emphasis on enabling them. But West Ham were hardly a team of callow
youths. The average age of the starting XI was 27 and nine of them were
internationals. The club spent [pounds sterling]40m in the summer transfer
window and [pounds sterling]75m in the year before that. There are really no
excuses for a team that well qualified to be as badly organised and as ineffective
as they were in front of more than 56,000 supporters. The irony is that, in a
league that is richer than any in history, they are hardly alone.
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Liverpool produced the "perfect" counter-attacking performance to thrash West
Ham at London Stadium on Saturday, Reds manager Jurgen Klopp said.

Mohamed Salah scored twice, while Joel Matip and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain also
netted in a 4-1 win.

The Reds, who are sixth in the Premier League, have now scored 10 goals in their
last three games in all competitions.

"Our counter-attacking was pretty perfect," Klopp said.

"We had some wonderful play. That's 3-0, 3-0, 4-1, it's been a really good week."
Salah put his side ahead in the first half, firing beyond keeper Joe Hart after the
Hammers were caught out by a quick counter-attack. The Reds doubled their lead
soon after when Matip slotted home from a corner.

Manuel Lanzini's deft finish briefly gave the hosts hope but Oxlade-Chamberlain's
first Premier League goal for Liverpool restored their two-goal advantage before
Salah's powerful finish sealed the win.

Defeat for West Ham means they are 17th and just one point above the
relegation zone. The Hammers' points total of nine after 11 games matches their
total over the same period in 2010-11 when they were relegated from the top
flight.

"The pressure mounts game by game and at this moment it is big," Bilic said.

"We will see what the club will do. The club is above everyone."

Consistency key for Liverpool challenge

Liverpool's attacking play has been outstanding at times this season but during
the first few games of the campaign they lacked the clinical touch in the final third
to round it off.

However, successive 3-0 wins against Huddersfield in the Premier League and
then Maribor in the Champions League in recent weeks suggested that had
perhaps been found.

With Manchester City hosting Arsenal and Chelsea entertaining Manchester
United on Sunday, the trip to West Ham offered Liverpool an excellent chance to
gain ground on their title rivals before their games.

It was a chance they grasped with both hands.

Against a side who had set up to try to stifle their attacking qualities, the visitors
made the most of their few opportunities - something they failed to do earlier in
the season - as two of their three shots on goal in the first half resulted in goals.
Sadio Mane, back in the side for the first time since the start of October after
recovering from a hamstring injury, highlighted why he is such an integral player
for the Reds as his pace allowed Liverpool to break quickly from a West Ham
corner.

The Senegal forward took the ball from the edge of his own area to the edge of
the West Ham box before setting up Salah for a simple finish.

"I decided after just one training session to bring Sadio in from the beginning,"
Klopp added.

"I've never done that before, but obviously it was not the worst idea I've ever had.
Sadio is a naturally fit player, he is a machine."

Salah the signing of the summer?

The opener was Salah's fifth goal in as many games for the club and the winger is
proving to be worth every penny of the £34m Liverpool paid Roma for his services
in the summer.

The Egypt international's second of the game, a neat drive across Hart into the far
corner, means he has now had a hand in 15 goals in all competitions this season,
more than any other Liverpool player.

The win marked the first time since August that Liverpool had recorded back-to-
back wins and maintaining that sort of consistency will be crucial to their hopes of
finishing in the top four.

Is there any hope for Bilic?

It has been a testing season for the West Ham manager, who on several occasions
this season has reportedly been teetering on the brink of losing his job, only to
oversee a result that relieved any immediate pressure.

The Hammers avoided a fourth successive Premier League defeat by beating
Huddersfield 2-0 on 11 September and last month staged a stunning fightback to
beat Tottenham 3-2 in the League Cup after trailing 2-0 at half-time.

West Ham were arguably the better side for the first 20 minutes against Liverpool
but defensive naivety proved their downfall.

Despite knowing the threat Mane and Salah posed on the counter, the hosts left
just one defender back for the corner that led to Liverpool's first before Matip
was left unchallenged to tap in a second barely two minutes later.

And even the glimmer of hope offered by Lanzini's goal early in the second half
was quickly snuffed out as a lapse of concentration allowed the visitors to score
immediately from the restart.

Against a side who had scored six goals in their previous two games and won 4-0
at London Stadium in May it was perhaps always going to be a tough task for the
Hammers, but Bilic knows his situation is becoming increasingly precarious.

"I don't feel a broken man," he said. "On the other hand, the situation for West
Ham is not good and the club is above every individual.

"Of course | always believe in myself but it is not only about that now."

Man of the match - Mohamed Salah

No home comforts for West Ham - the stats

Liverpool have scored eight goals in their two Premier League trips to London
Stadium, the same tally as the Hammers have scored in their last nine there in the
competition.

Since moving to London Stadium in August 2016, West Ham have lost more
games at their home stadium than they have won (W9 D4 L11).

In fact, since the move, only Swansea (44) have conceded more goals at home in
the Premier League than West Ham (41).

For the 14th time under Jurgen Klopp, Liverpool have scored more than four goals
in a single Premier League game - only Manchester City (16) and Tottenham
Hotspur (16) have done so on more occasions in this period.

Mohamed Salah has scored or assisted nine goals in his first 11 Premier League
games for Liverpool (seven goals, two assists); only Daniel Sturridge has been
directly involved in more after 11 games (10).

Indeed, no player has scored more goals after 11 Premier League games than the
Egyptian (seven - level with team-mate Sturridge).

Sadio Mane assisted twice on his comeback from injury; no Liverpool player has
been directly involved in more league goals since his debut in August 2016 (23 -
16 goals, seven assists).

Since Dimitri Payet's departure in January, no player has been directly involved in
more goals for West Ham in all competitions than Andre Ayew (16 - 10 goals, six
assists); nine more than any other player.

Joe Hart has conceded 33 goals in 18 Premier League games against Liverpool
during his career; nine more than he has let in against any other side.

What next?

It is the international break next with West Ham returning to action on Sunday, 19
November, when they travel to Watford (16:00 GMT). Liverpool, meanwhile, are
at home to Southampton on Saturday, 18 November (15:00).
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Match ends, West Ham United 1, Liverpool 4.

90'+4' Second Half ends, West Ham United 1, Liverpool 4.

90' Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United is shown the yellow card.

90' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

90' Foul by Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United.

89' Foul by Joel Matip (Liverpool.

89' Winston Reid (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half.

89' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Winston Reid.

88' Attempt missed. Dominic Solanke (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box
is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah following a fast break.

88' Foul by Dominic Solanke (Liverpool.

88' Pedro Obiang (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half.

87' Substitution, Liverpool. Dominic Solanke replaces Roberto Firmino.

87' Substitution, Liverpool. Dejan Lovren replaces Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain.

86' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of
the box is just a bit too high. Assisted by Emre Can.

86' Attempt missed. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain.

84' Attempt blocked. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool left footed shot from the left
side of the box is blocked.

82' Foul by Andy Carroll (West Ham United.

82' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

81' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the
box is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain.

80' Offside, West Ham United. Pedro Obiang tries a through ball, but Andy Carroll is
caught offside.

78' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool.

78' André Ayew (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half.

77' Substitution, Liverpool. James Milner replaces Sadio Mané.

75' Goal! West Ham United 1, Liverpool 4. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot
from the left side of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané.

75' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

75' Pedro Obiang (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half.

74' Attempt blocked. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box
is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

73' Offside, West Ham United. Angelo Ogbonna tries a through ball, but Marko
Arnautovic is caught offside.

72' Substitution, West Ham United. Diafra Sakho replaces Chicharito.

69' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of
the box is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah with a headed pass.
69' Attempt missed. Chicharito (West Ham United right footed shot from the centre of
the box is too high. Assisted by Marko Arnautovic with a cross.

68' Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the box
misses to the left. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

67' Delay over. They are ready to continue.

66' Delay in match Andy Carroll (West Ham United because of an injury.

65' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool.

65' Marko Arnautovic (West Ham United wins a free kick on the left wing.

64' Offside, West Ham United. Manuel Lanzini tries a through ball, but Chicharito is
caught offside.

62' Attempt missed. Chicharito (West Ham United header from the centre of the box is
too high. Assisted by Manuel Lanzini with a cross following a set piece situation.

62' Foul by Joseph Gomez (Liverpool.

62' Marko Arnautovic (West Ham United wins a free kick on the left wing.

61' Foul by Joel Matip (Liverpool.

61' Chicharito (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half.

61' Substitution, West Ham United. Marko Arnautovic replaces Mark Noble because of
an injury.

59' Attempt missed. Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United left footed shot from the left
side of the box is just a bit too high. Assisted by Andy Carroll.

56' Goal! West Ham United 1, Liverpool 3. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool left
footed shot from very close range to the top right corner.

56' Attempt saved. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from the
centre of the box is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

55' Goal! West Ham United 1, Liverpool 2. Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United right
footed shot from the centre of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by André
Ayew with a cross.

54' Offside, West Ham United. Pedro Obiang tries a through ball, but Manuel Lanzini is
caught offside.

51' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

51' Foul by Andy Carroll (West Ham United.

49' Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
high and wide to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah.

47' Winston Reid (West Ham United is shown the yellow card for a bad foul.

47' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

47' Foul by Winston Reid (West Ham United.

47' Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Georginio Wijnaldum.

Second Half begins West Ham United 0, Liverpool 2.

45' Substitution, West Ham United. Andy Carroll replaces Edimilson Fernandes.

45'+3' First Half ends, West Ham United 0, Liverpool 2.

45'+2' Attempt missed. Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United left footed shot from outside
the box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Edimilson Fernandes.

45' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool.

45' Chicharito (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half.

44' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Winston Reid.

37' Mark Noble (West Ham United is shown the yellow card.

36' Mark Noble (West Ham United has gone down, but that's a dive.

32' Offside, Liverpool. Roberto Firmino tries a through ball, but Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
is caught offside.

30' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool.

30' Angelo Ogbonna (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half.

28' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

28' Foul by Winston Reid (West Ham United.

25' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

25' Chicharito (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half.

24' Goal! West Ham United 0, Liverpool 2. Joel Matip (Liverpool right footed shot from
very close range to the bottom right corner following a corner.

23' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Cheikhou Kouyaté.

23' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

23' Foul by Chicharito (West Ham United.

21' Goal! West Ham United 0, Liverpool 1. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot
from the centre of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané following
a fast break.

21' Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Alberto Moreno.

18' Offside, West Ham United. Mark Noble tries a through ball, but Chicharito is caught
offside.

16' Foul by Pedro Obiang (West Ham United.

16' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

15' Mark Noble (West Ham United wins a free kick on the right wing.

15' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

14' Delay over. They are ready to continue.

13' Delay in match Chicharito (West Ham United because of an injury.

11' Manuel Lanzini (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half.

11' Foul by Joseph Gomez (Liverpool.

9' André Ayew (West Ham United hits the right post with a left footed shot from a
difficult angle on the right.

8' Chicharito (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half.

8' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool.

2' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from a difficult angle on
the right is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Emre Can with a headed pass.
1' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing.

1' Foul by Pedro Obiang (West Ham United.

First Half begins.

Lineups are announced and players are warming up.

Compiled by Graeme Riley




