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Salah keeps Liverpool in box seat 
Liverpool Salah 49, Can 64, Sturridge 90 3-0 Maribor  
The drama and history were reserved for Wembley and the Stadio San Paolo last 
night, but in this increasingly trying season for Jurgen Klopp, a perfunctory victory 
that maintained his team's hopes of advancing to the Champions League knock-
out stages was perhaps as good as he could have hoped for. 
Second-half goals from Mohamed Salah, Emre Can and Daniel Sturridge 
kept Liverpool in top place although victory for Seville raises the prospect 
of Liverpool having to collect at least a point later this month when they visit the 
Spanish team, who are unbeaten at home in nearly a year. 
Klopp will presumably also hope that that next Champions League fixture does 
not depend on his team converting a penalty. James Milner's miss last night 
constituting a fourth straight penalty failure at Anfield and five misses in 
Liverpool's last seven attempts. Whatever Liverpool's limitations domestically, 
Europe has been slightly kinder to Klopp's team, the highlight of which was the 
first meeting between these sides two weeks ago. 
A 7-0 victory, the largest by an English team away in Europe for 24 years and the 
equal highest by any team in Champions League history, moved Liverpool to the 
top of group E on goal difference. Klopp will have been keen to add to the three-
goal advantage he held over Spartak Moscow in the group before the evening 
began. He had to do so without Philippe Coutinho, nursing a thigh injury, which 
meant a second start in Liverpool colours for Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain who, it is 
fair to say, has yet to live up to the PS35 million paid for him. 
A clever chip almost played Salah in behind Maribor's back line and, after seven 
minutes and a Milner pull back, it took a superb blocking tackle from Jean-Claude 
Billong to deny Oxlade-Chamberlain a goal. Roberto Firmino also glanced an early 
cross from Trent Alexander-Arnold wide of the goal. 
It quickly became an exercise in how, or if, Liverpool could break down those 
banks of defenders although matters were not aided when Georginio Wijnaldum 
pulled up with a muscle problem after 15 minutes and limped off to be replaced 
by Jordan Henderson. After breaking up a rare Slovenian attack, Henderson's first 
meaningful contribution was a delightful 40-yard pass which almost found Salah 
as Liverpool began to exert more pressure. Firmino won the ball outside the 
Maribor area and crossed for Oxlade-Chamberlain, whose near-post shot was 
deflected behind after 21 minutes. 
By that point in the fixture two weeks ago, Liverpool were already three goals 
ahead but on the half-hour, Samir Handanovic was finally called into action. 
Oxlade-Chamberlain picked out Firmino with an excellent cross and his stooping 
header deflected off Billong, making the goalkeeper's finger-tip save, as he 
twisted to tip the ball over the bar, all the more impressive. 
It was turning into an exasperating first half for the hosts, thanks largely to their 
own shortcomings. Can and Firmino were guilty of mis-timing jumps for 
attempted headers, the former from another solid piece of play from Oxlade-
Chamberlain, while Firmino's inaccuracy as he attempted to play in Salah summed 
up some sloppy and uninspiring attacking football. 
Oxlade-Chamberlain appeared to have as good a hope as any of picking apart the 
disciplined and composed Slovenian side, although all too often he would skip 
past Dino Hotic on the left wing only to find the full back, Martin Milec, lying in 
wait. Anfield was uncharacteristically subdued for a European night game and, by 
the time Firmino laid the ball off for Salah only for the winger to lean back and 
clear the crossbar by yards rather than inches, audible groans rang out. 
The first half ended with Liverpool having enjoyed 83 per cent possession but 
having forced the opposing goalkeeper into only one sav. 
But it was a similar story during the weekend visit by Huddersfield Town -- 
goalless in the first half before Liverpool were able to turn possession into three 
goals, while the presence of Sturridge and Dominic Solanke on the bench offered 
Klopp alternatives. They would not be needed, in the short-term at least. Just 
three minutes into the second half, strong play inside the Maribor half by Joel 
Matip ended with the centre half passing wide to the right-back Alexander-
Arnold, whose curling cross was touched into the net Salah, back-heeled and on 
the volley, despite the close attendance of Aleksander Rajcevic. 
The game should have been over four minutes later with more misery for 
Rajcevic, who was beaten by Firmino's close control and promptly wrested the 
Brazilian to the ground, conceding a penalty and earning a caution in the process. 
Milner took the penalty and struck it accurately enough but too tamely, allowing 
Handanovic, who had guessed correctly, to turn the ball onto his post. 
At least the goal and penalty energised Liverpool. In rapid succession, Oxlade-
Chamberlain saw a shot deflected over, Firmino was denied by the goalkeeper's 
right boot from six yards and Salah, with a much more simple chance than the 
one he had scored, headed over from six yards. 
Milner made amends on 63 minutes as Can doubled the lead. The German 
international initiated a one-two with Milner, darting on to the return pass and 
planting the ball clinically into the bottom right-hand corner. 
Liverpool were in a comfortable, if not completely convincing position, and Milec 
tested some nerves when he steered an excellent 30-yard shot through a 
crowded area and forced Loris Karius into his first save of the game in the 70th 
minute. But there would be nothing else to concern Klopp as, deep in injury-time, 
the substitute Sturridge wrapped up the scoring from six yards after Moreno's 
cross was helped into his path by Rajcevic. 
 

Liverpool (4-3-3): L Karius 6 -- T Alexander-Arnold 7, J Matip 6, R Klavan 6, A 
Moreno 6 -- J Milner 7, E Can 8, G Wijnaldum 5 (sub: J Henderson 16min, 6) -- M 
Salah 7 (sub: D Sturridge 73), R Firmino 7 (sub: M Grujic 85), A Oxlade-
Chamberlain 7. Substitutes not used S Mignolet, J Gomez, A Roberston, D Solanke. 
Maribor (5-4-1) J Handanovic 7 -- M Milec 9, J-C Billong 8, A Rajcevic 6, M Suler 6, 
M Viler 5 -- D Hotic 7 (sub: V Ahmedi 81), M Kabha 6, A Pihler 5, D Bohar 6 (sub: G 
Bajde 68, 6) -- J Mesanovic 5 (sub: M Tavares 58, 6). Substitutes not used M 
Obradovic, B Vrhovec, D Vrsic, M Palcic. Booked Bohar, Rajcevic. 
Referee I Kruzliak (Slovakia) 
 

 
Mohamed Salah opens up Maribor for Liverpool to pull away 
Liverpool did not repeat their rout of Maribor but demonstrated improvement 
nonetheless. Anfield has been frequently frustrated by opponents like the 
Slovenian champions – devoid of ambition – but without Philippe Coutinho, Sadio 
Mané and Adam Lallana, Jürgen Klopp’s team found the answer. Victory was a 
reward for patience, self-belief and experience. 
“We are better equipped for these games because we are more used to them,” 
said Liverpool’s fortune-teller of a manager after Mohamed Salah, Emre Can and 
the substitute Daniel Sturridge sealed the win. Klopp had predicted Saturday’s 
defeat of Huddersfield Town would be perfect preparation for the Champions 
League tie and so it proved with unerring accuracy. A goalless first half preceded a 
comfortable win. There was even a missed penalty, Liverpool’s fourth in 
succession at Anfield, to echo the game against David Wagner’s side. 
Maribor restored some pride following their 7-0 humiliation while Liverpool 
strengthened their claims on the knock-out phase of the Champions League. 
Qualification will be assured should Klopp’s team become the first to win in Sevilla 
in over a year later this month. The Liverpool manager said: “Patience is always 
very important in football. The first half was not the most exciting football, the 
box was full of people in Maribor shirts, and we had a few problems with the final 
pass. But like the last game, at half-time the boys knew they had to stay patient 
and speed up the counter-pressing.” 
Liverpool suffered an early setback when Georginio Wijnaldum twisted his right 
ankle while closing down a Maribor midfielder. Klopp’s attempt to rest Jordan 
Henderson lasted all of 17 minutes as the captain was summoned to replace the 
pained Holland international. “Wijnaldum’s ankle was already swollen at half-
time,” Klopp said. “Not a good sign.” 
There was an immediate blow for any Liverpool supporter expecting another 7-0. 
Darko Milanic, the Maribor coach, set up his team with nine outfield players 
behind the ball in a clear damage-limitation ploy. There was to be no repeat of 
the disorganised display that exposed Maribor’s defence to the Liverpool press a 
fortnight ago. It made for another episode of attack-versus-defence at Anfield. 
Liverpool again dominated the Slovenian champions but lacked the clinical touch 
that delivered the biggest away win in the club’s rich European history when they 
last met. With space restricted, the home side’s most productive outlet was Trent 
Alexander-Arnold and his crosses from the right wing. Salah, Can and Roberto 
Firmino were unable to capitalise on inviting deliveries from the young full-back 
before the interval. Alexander-Arnold’s cross for Firmino almost produced the 
breakthrough with the ball deflecting off defender Jean-Claude Billong towards 
his own goal. Jasmin Handanovic produced a superb save to claw the ball on to his 
crossbar. 
Maribor departed to a roar of approval from their fans with the game goalless at 
half-time. Their defiance was short-lived. Liverpool’s movement and passing was 
much sharper from the start of the second half, another similarity with Saturday, 
and they were quickly rewarded. A right wing cross from Alexander-Arnold was 
unsurprisingly key. The 19-year-old picked out Salah’s run across the penalty area 
with a low, measured delivery. Salah steered the ball beyond Handanovic with a 
deft finish for the 10th goal of his short Liverpool career. And to think he could 
have doubled that tally with a touch more composure. 
A second should have arrived from the penalty spot when Firmino embarrassed 
Aleksander Rajcevic with an exquisite flick, prompting the Maribor defender to 
drag him to the ground. James Milner was handed penalty duties after Salah’s 
miss against Huddersfield but suffered the same fate as the Egypt international. 
Handanovic produced a superb save to tip the midfielder’s precise effort on to a 
post and out. 
Maribor’s goalkeeper also denied Firmino at close range and was a bystander 
when Salah headed wastefully over from Alberto Moreno’s perfect cross, though 
a Liverpool victory was not in doubt after the opener. 
Can secured the three points with a polished second. Cutting across midfield, the 
Germany international played a slick one-two with Milner before stroking a first-
time finish into the bottom corner from the edge of the penalty area. It fell to 
Sturridge to complete the scoring when he collected Moreno’s cross while 
Maribor slept at a short corner and fired beneath Handanovic from close range. 
“It was not the best we’ve ever played but we knew the maximum points we 
could have tonight was eight,” Klopp said. “So three more points and a clean 
sheet – perfect.” 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/oct/28/liverpool-huddersfield-town-premier-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/oct/28/liverpool-huddersfield-town-premier-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/oct/17/maribor-liverpool-champions-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/maribor
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IT'S IN THE CAN! CHAMPIONS LEAGUE; Emre puts Liverpool in control 
of group 
LIVERPOOL 3 Salah 49 Can 64 Sturridge 90 
MARIBOR 0 
LIVERPOOL have been asked to win differently twice in the space of five days. 
Both times they have answered emphatically. That, rather than the scorelines, fill 
Jurgen Klopp with renewed optimism. 
Mastering Maribor, certainly nowhere near as easy as a fortnight ago, was not the 
result of furious pressing. Neither was the 3-0 win against Huddersfield here on 
Saturday. 
Last night a Slovenian lock had to be picked with patience, with more finesse 
than Liverpool are accustomed. 
When the truly pivotal moment arrived, a second goal putting too much distance 
between themselves and Darko Milanic's diligent defenders, the beauty was in its 
simplicity. 
Already a goal ahead, Liverpool searched for a second just before the hour. Emre 
Can drove from midfield, popping a ball into James Milner around 20 yards out. 
Milner barely moved, opened up his right foot and carved open the visitors with 
one gentle pass. Maribor stood in awe as Can ran on and bent the ball beyond the 
goalkeeper. That finished this as a contest and means only two disastrous results 
can stop Liverpool progressing to the knockout stages. They did have to wait. 
Mohamed Salah's opener had not come until four minutes after half-time and the 
Reds showcased the sort of composure which has been lacking for much of 
Klopp's two years on Merseyside. 'We are better equipped now,' Klopp said. 'We 
have everything we need for it. We're missing three (Philippe Coutinho, Adam 
Lallana and Sadio Mane) of the most creative players in the league.' He did have 
complaints about the first half, even though Anfield responded positively to their 
constant, calm probing. 
'We were in wrong positions,' Klopp added. 'We didn't have enough offence in 
behind. We didn't create enough.' That was a surprise to hear. Midfielders were 
willing to push ahead of the ball and chances came and went. A Roberto Firmino 
effort was tipped on to the bar by Jasmin Handanovic and Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain went close on only his second start since signing from Arsenal for 
PS35million. 
Liverpool's attitude warranted a lead. Their recycling of 83 per cent possession did 
as well. A breakthrough felt inevitable, even after Georginio Wijnaldum was 
forced off with an ankle injury. 
Can -- imperious all evening -- held off Jasmin Mesanovic in mid-field, swivelled on 
the ball and switched play quickly four minutes after the break. Maribor were 
soon shifted out of their rigid shape as Trent Alexander-Arnold collected Can's 
spray. 
The right back took one look up, saw Salah darting across Aleks Rajcevic and the 
deftest of flicks flew in. Finally, that goal. 
'We noticed during the first half that a lot of our chances came from crosses,' 
Alexander-Arnold said. 'We agreed at half-time to keep on doing it.' One should 
have quickly become two. Firmino tied Rajcevic in knots on the byline, wriggling 
past him and was subsequently wrestled to the ground. Penalties, however, are 
such a problem on Merseyside. 
Salah missed against Huddersfield and Milner was guilty here, 39-year-old 
Handanovic brilliantly tipping on to the post. 
A fourth consecutive penalty miss at Anfield in 2017. 'Well for sure we will find a 
player!' Klopp laughed. 
Incredibly, Salah thumped a header over the bar from six yards from Alberto 
Moreno's sumptuous cross soon after. The game was done after 64 minutes, 
Milner and Can combining wonderfully for the German to curl in. 'Fantastic play,' 
Klopp said. 'Speeding up in a small space.' There was even time for substitute 
Daniel Sturridge to thrash in a third late on -- his first Champions League goal for 
seven years -- and, over the last few days, there has been a growing sense 
that Liverpool can start winning slowly. 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Karius 6; Alexander-Arnold 7.5, Matip 6, Klavan 6.5, Moreno 7; 
Can 7.5, Milner 6.5, Wijnaldum 6 (Henderson 17min, 6.5); SALAH 8 (Sturridge 74, 
6), Firmino 7.5 (Grujic 85), Oxlade-Chamberlain 7. Subs not used: Mignolet, 
Gomez, Robertson, Solanke. 
Scorers: Salah 49, Can 64, Sturridge 90. Booked: None. 
Manager: Jurgen Klopp 7. MARIBOR (5-4-1): Handanovic 7.5; Milec 6.5, Billong 7, 
Rajcevic 5, Suler 6.5, Pihler 6.5; Hotic 6 (Ahmedi 81), Kabha 6.5, Viler 6.5, Bohar 6 
(Bajde 68, 6); Mesanovic 5 (Tavares 58, 6). Subs not used: Obradovic, Vrhovec, 
Vrsic, Palcic. 
Booked: Bohar, Rajcevic. Manager: Darko Milanic 6. Referee: Ivan Kruzliak (Svk) 7. 
Attendance: 47,957. 
 

 
Salah leads the way with Liverpool in top form 
Jurgen Klopp might have found it hard to understand why his team have struggled 
for consistency in the league, but in Europe their progress has been smooth, 
despite yet another missed penalty at Anfield against an opponent who resolutely 
parked the bus. 
It was James Milner who had his 53rd-minute penalty saved, the fourth 
consecutive spot-kick that Liverpool have failed to convert at home, although on 
this occasion it did not cost them. The team from Slovenia, beaten 7-0 on their 
home patch two weeks earlier, managed to hold out until just after half-time 
when finally Liverpool broke through with goals from Mohamed Salah and Emre 
Can and then, much later, another from the substitute Daniel Sturridge. 
Salah was Liverpool's greatest attacking threat and now has 10 goals this season. 
Adam Lallana and Sadio Mane are due back after the international break that 
follows Saturday's visit to West Ham. That should mean some of the goalscoring 
pressure will be off his shoulders by then, although Liverpool could help 
themselves more by tucking away the penalties that have come their way. 
Milner has now missed his last two penalties at Anfield, the other being against 
Southampton last season, and since then Roberto Firmino and Salah have also 
failed from the spot. 
The win nonetheless puts Liverpool clear at the top of Group E and a victory in 
one of their last two games, away to Sevilla on Nov 21 or at home to Spartak 
Moscow two weeks after that, will see them into the Champions League knockout 
round after Christmas. 
Mindful of the seven-goal rout two weeks ago in Slovenia, it was a five-man 
defence with which the visitors to Anfield lined up, with an additional four-man 
defence in front of that and their lone striker Jasmin Mesanovic obliged to spend 
his most of his time defending. 
The challenge to Klopp's side was evident from early on - that they would have to 
break down a team which had not come to Liverpool to win but simply to avoid 
the kind of humiliation that had been inflicted on them in the first Group E 
meeting in Slovenia. 
By half-time the possession count stood at a whopping 84 per cent in Liverpool's 
favour and they had managed 12 attempts on goal, although only one on target. 
When they did foul their rivals, Maribor took care to do so outside their area and 
a challenge by midfielder Aleks Pihler on Milner after 20 minutes could early have 
warranted a red card in a more tense game, but the Slovakian referee decided not 
even to caution the player. 
Firmino came the closest to breaking the deadlock with a header from Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain's cross that was deflected off defender Jean-Claude Billong 
and pushed on to the bar by the goalkeeper Jasmin Handanovic. Generally 
speaking, the five-man Maribor defence did a good job in the first half of blocking 
and frustrating Liverpool's attempts to get the ball into the box. 
Jordan Henderson, rested with the visit to West Ham on Saturday in mind, was on 
after 17 minutes as a replacement for Georginio Wijnaldum who went down with 
an early injury and could not carry on. 
The first goal came just four minutes after half-time from Trent Alexander-
Arnold's cross, the second the teenager had struck since the break and this one 
hit with much more pace. The speed of it meant that Salah could steal in ahead of 
centre-back Aleksander Rajcevic and put a little bit on the ball to take it past the 
Handanovic before he could adjust. 
It was all go after that with Firmino getting the ball down by the goal-line and 
executing an outrageous nutmeg on poor old Rajcevic before the latter decided 
that he had better haul the Brazilian down in the area. 
Milner stepped up and put his penalty to the left of Handanovic who managed to 
just brush it on to the post. 
General embarrassment allround and then another chance missed when Salah 
put a header over the bar when it looked unmissable. The second goal came on 
64 minutes, the ball having been expertly worked forward outside the area before 
Emre Can drove forward and took a perfectly weighted return pass from Milner 
before placing a right-footed shot in the corner of Handanovic's goal. 
After that, Maribor decided to play and the game opened up a bit. Salah and 
Firmino were given a rest by Klopp before the end and it was Sturridge, on as a 
substitute, who added the third in the final minute of the 90. Alberto Moreno's 
cross from the left was deflected nicely into his path and the English striker took 
one touch and swept in. Klopp looked relieved and he now has consecutive wins 
for the first time since August. 
Liverpool (4-3-3) Karius 6; Alexander-Arnold 7, Matip 6, Klavan 6, Moreno 6; 
Milner 6, Can 7 Wijnaldum 6 (Henderson 17); Oxlade-Chamberlain 6, Firmino 6 
(Grujic 85), Salah 7 (Sturridge 74). Subs Mignolet (g), Gomez, Robertson, Solanke. 
Maribor (3-4-3) Handanovic 6; Bilong 6, Rajcevic 6, Suler 5; Milec 5, Pihler 5, 
Kabha 5, Viler 5; Hotic 5 (Ahmedi 81), Mesanovic 5 (Tavares 58), Bohar 5 (Bajde 
69). Subs Obradovic (g), Vrhovec, Vrsic, Palcic. Booked Bohar, Rajcevic. 
Referee Ivan Kruzilak (Slovakia). 
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Liverpool edge closer to Champions League last-16 
It was not quite the shellacking some had expected, but Liverpool nevertheless 
made sure to take another three points from Maribor, the weakest link in their 
group, and strengthen their hopes of qualifying for the knock-out stages of this 
season's Champions League. 
Anfield was made to wait, with Mohamed Salah, Emre Can and Daniel Sturridge 
eventually breaking the visitors' resolve in the second half, while James Milner 
missed a penalty. Yet even after scoring seven against this opposition a fortnight 
ago, the margin of victory here mattered little. To win is of far more importance. 
Liverpool will now travel to Seville later this month top of Group E and a point 
clear of the Andalusians, knowing a win will take them through to the knock-out 
stages for the first time in nine long years. 
It took Klopp's side just four minutes to break the deadlock in Slovenia, but Darko 
Milanic, he of a 32-day tenure at Massimo Cellino's Leeds United, set his team up 
more conservatively for this trip to Merseyside. It was clear from the first whistle 
that Liverpool and the Anfield crowd would need to be patient this time and wait 
for the moment to pounce. 
James Milner found a rare route in behind Maribor's low block in the opening 
stages, slipping through the line in the inside-right channel, but instead of 
shooting at goal he unselfishly elected to tee up Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, whose 
path to goal was well blocked off. 
The 24-year-old, handed only his second start since arriving from Arsenal in the 
summer, did not have to wait long for another chance to fall his way when, 
shortly after, he met Roberto Firmino's cross from the right but under pressure, 
he lofted a scuffed effort over the crossbar. 
Firmino himself then went close with Liverpool's best chance of the opening half, 
with a header that caught a deflection from Maribor's Jean-Claude Billong. His 
goalkeeper, Jasmin Handanovic, cousin of Internazionale's Samir, acrobatically 
tipped the ball onto his own crossbar. 
The first signs of discontent and calls for urgency from the Anfield crowd began to 
creep in but still Liverpool could not find a way to slip red shirts in behind 
Milanic's deep-lying defence. Instead, yet another chance came aerially from the 
right flank and again, a header was off-target, this time from Emre Can. 
Liverpool had a clear 'Plan B', they just needed it to come off and minutes into the 
second half, it did. Another cross from the boot of Trent Alexander-Arnold was 
swung in and this time, Salah stole a yard in front of Aleksander Rajcevic to divert 
the ball in with an outstretched left leg. 
Anfield celebrated both in relief and in the hope that the contest would now open 
up. The hosts picked up where they had left off and when Firmino was brought 
down clumsily in the penalty area, Milner was given an opportunity to extend 
their lead from the spot. For the third time already this season, a Liverpool player 
failed to convert as Handanovic pushed the midfielder's effort against the upright. 
More chances were spurned still. Firmino had an attempt from close range turned 
away by the goalkeeper's heel and, after being picked out by a excellent Alberto 
Moreno cross, Salah should have done better than fire a point-blank range header 
over. 
Liverpool's wastefulness frustrated their fans, but it never seemed likely to prove 
fatal given Maribor's lack of intent. Eventually, the second came and Milner 
atoned for his penalty miss by supplying Can with a delightful one-two, allowing 
his midfield partner to slice a first-time finish into the corner of the visitors' net. 
The contest was all but over, save a few Maribor forays forward and one powerful 
strike by Martin Milec that Loris Karius comfortably beat down to the 
ground. Liverpool casually searched for a third to crown the night off and found it 
through substitute Daniel Sturridge, who drove home Moreno's cross from inside 
the six-yard box after finding space at the far post. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Klavan, Moreno, Can, Milner, 
Wijnaldum (Henderson 17), Salah (Sturridge 74), Oxlade-Chamberlain, Firmino 
(Grujic 85). 
Substitutes not used: Mignolet, Gomez, Robertson, Solanke. 
NK Maribor (3-4-3): Handanovic; Billong, Rajcevic, Suler; Milec, Pihler, Kabha, 
Viler; Hotic (Ahmedi 81), Mesanhovic (Tavares 58), Bohar (Bajde 69). 
Substitutes not used: Obradovic, Vrhovec, Vrsic, Palcic. 
Referee: Ivan Kruzliak (Slovakia) 
 

 
MAGIC MO ON THE MONEY 
TO THINK LIVERPOOL WERE QUESTIONED WHEN THEY FORKED OUT A CLUB 
RECORD PS36.9MILLION FOR MOHAMED SALAH. 
THE CRITICS ARGUED LIVERPOOL HAD PAID ROMA WELL OVER THE ODDS FOR A 
CHELSEA REJECT IN SUMMER. 
BUT AS KEVIN DE BRUYNE, NEMANJA MATIC AND ROMELU LUKAKU HAD 
ALREADY PROVED, BEING SHOWN THE DOOR BY CHELSEA CAN IGNITE A CAREER. 
AND SALAH IS ON FIRE AFTER A CLASSY OPENER TOOK HIS TALLY TO 10 GOALS IN 
16 GAMES THIS SEASON. 
CHUCK IN THREE ASSISTS AND THE EGYPTIAN HAS EASILY DOUBLED HIS VALUE IN 
THE TRANSFER MARKET. 
THE CRAZY THING IS SALAH WOULD HAVE EVEN MORE IF HE WERE NOT SO 
WASTEFUL IN FRONT OF GOAL AND HE HEADED OVER FROM A GREAT CHANCE 
AFTER SCORING. 
STILL, THANKS TO HIM, LIVERPOOL WILL QUALIFY FOR THE CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
GROUP STAGES FOR THE FIRST TIME IN NINE YEARS IF THEY WIN IN SEVILLA IN 
THREE WEEKS' TIME. 
EMRE CAN SCORED A FINE SECOND AFTER HE TOO FLUFFED A GREAT HEADED 
CHANCE. ALEX OXLADE-CHAMBERLAIN DESERVED TO SHARE THE PLAUDITS ON 
ONLY HIS SECOND START FOR LIVERPOOL. 
JURGEN KLOPP HAD BIGGED UP OXLADE-CHAMBERLAIN IN HIS PROGRAMME 
NOTES, CLAIMING HE IS "LIKE DYNAMITE". 
UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE FORMER ARSENAL STAR, JEAN-CLAUDE BILLONG 
TWICE EXTINGUISHED HIS FUSE, MAKING VITAL INTERCEPTIONS JUST AS HE 
PREPARED TO SHOOT. 
THIS SET THE TONE AS THE GAME SETTLED INTO ATTACK AGAINST DEFENCE 
AND LIVERPOOL TRIED TO FIND A WAY THROUGH MARIBOR'S MASSED 
PURPLEAND-WHITE RANKS. 
THE REDS' FRUSTRATION INCREASED WHEN GEORGINIO WIJNALDUM ROLLED HIS 
RIGHT ANKLE TO BE REPLACED BY JORDAN HENDERSON. 
LIVERPOOL KEPT KNOCKING ON THE DOOR AND ROBERTO FIRMINO'S DEFLECTED 
HEADER FROM TRENT ALEXANDER-ARNOLD'S CROSS WAS SUPERBLY TOUCHED 
ON TO THE BAR BY JASMIN HANDANOVIC. 
WHILE LIVERPOOL COULD POINT TO EXCELLENT GOALKEEPING FOR NOT 
CONVERTING THAT CHANCE, CAN HAD NO EXCUSE WHEN HE FAILED TO SCORE 
AN INVITING HEADED CHANCE FROM ALEXANDER-ARNOLD'S CROSS. 
JUST LIKE ON SATURDAY AGAINST HUDDERSFIELD, LIVERPOOL MADE THE 
BREAKTHROUGH JUST AFTER HALF-TIME. 
JOEL MATIP WON THE BALL THEN FED ALEXANDER-ARNOLD, WHOSE CROSS WAS 
DEFTLY TOUCHED HOME BY SALAH ON 49 MINUTES. 
IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 2-0 FOUR MINUTES LATER WHEN FIRMINO WAS PULLED 
DOWN BY ALEKSANDER RAJCEVIC BUT, LIKE SATURDAY, LIVERPOOL MISSED AS 
JAMES MILNER'S SPOT-KICK WAS TOUCHED ON TO THE POST BY HANDANOVIC. 
THEY HAVE NOW FLUFFED THEIR LAST FOUR PENALTIES AT ANFIELD. 
THE SECOND ARRIVED ON 64 MINUTES WHEN CAN PLAYED A ONETWO WITH 
MILNER THEN ATONED FOR HIS EARLIER MISS. 
SUBSTITUTE DANIEL STURRIDGE SWEPT HOME ALBERTO MORENO'S CROSS THE 
FINAL MINUTE TO COMPLETE A SATISFYING NIGHT FOR LIVERPOOL. 
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Super Salah shows his class as Klopp's Reds show signs of promise 
No fireworks this time. No rewriting the record books. 
It was all decidedly low key but Liverpool moved a step closer to the last 16 of the 
Champions League with an ultimately routine victory over Maribor at Anfield. 
Jurgen Klopp's men remain at the summit of Group E and if they win either of their 
final two games they will be rubbing shoulders with Europe's elite in the new year. 
Kopites haven't enjoyed that sight since 2009. 
Anyone expecting a repeat of the demolition job completed in Slovenia will have 
left underwhelmed as the Reds didn't come close to hitting those heights. 
Instead it was a carbon copy of the Premier League contest with Huddersfield four 
days earlier. 
Liverpool were well off the pace for 45 minutes, battling in vain to break down an 
opponent intent on damage limitation. But they raised the bar in the second half 
and as confidence flowed they swatted Maribor aside with ease. 
Mohamed Salah's 10th goal of the season was followed by Emre Can's strike 
before substitute Daniel Sturridge had the final word late on. 
Another 3-0 home win and another missed penalty after James Milner this time 
failed from the spot – Klopp had called for consistency and he's certainly had it so 
far this week. 
Of course Liverpool will need to deliver when faced with much sterner tests to 
truly silence their critics, but since the debacle against Tottenham at Wembley the 
response has been promising. 
Don't forget this is the Reds without Philippe Coutinho, Sadio Mane and Adam 
Lallana and after the international break the cavalry will return. Better days 
undoubtedly lie ahead. 
It wasn't a night that will live long in the memory but there were still plenty of 
positives for Klopp to take from a contest in which complacency was always going 
to be the biggest danger. 
Given a licence to attack, Trent Alexander-Arnold lit up the right flank and was a 
threat throughout. The exciting teenager full-back created the opener for Salah 
which he took in style. 
The Egypt winger has been a revelation since his club record move from Roma. 
Liverpool's summer transfer strategy has rightly been the subject of scrutiny 
because of what they didn't address, but in terms of Salah that was £36.9million 
well spent. 
The Reds' top scorer is already into double figures and with the havoc he causes he 
could treble that between now and May. He's a class act. 
The fact that his national team boss Hector Cuper has agreed to rest him during 
the upcoming international break will be music to Klopp's ears. He needs wrapping 
in  
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain could be proud of his efforts after being handed only his 
second start since his £35million switch from Arsenal. The England international is 
starting to look like he belongs at Anfield. 
Throw into the mix the sight of Sturridge scoring for the second successive game 
having gone two months without a goal and it was a successful night all round. 
A fortnight ago Liverpool blew Maribor away with a lightning quick start. They were 
3-0 up inside 20 minutes as Darko Milanic's men had no answer to the tempo and 
intensity of the Reds' attacking thrust. 
Klopp had demanded the same again but it didn't happen. In the first half Liverpool 
lacked a creative spark, while Maribor proved they aren't really the pub side they 
resembled in the first meeting. 
The visitors made Jose Mourinho look tactically gung-ho as they got 11 men behind 
the ball and rarely ventured past the halfway line. Loris Karius could have taken a 
seat in the Kop. 
The Reds were camped in their half but just like in the opening 45 minutes against 
Huddersfield their build up play was too slow and predictable. 
The ball repeatedly went sideways rather than forward. Maribor's well drilled 
backline comfortably kept the hosts out. 
The game in Slovenia was without doubt the best Liverpool have pressed all season 
as they hassled and harried them into submission. But this time they didn't hunt in 
packs with the same hunger. 
The Reds were forced into an early reshuffle when Gini Wijnaldum hobbled off as 
Jordan Henderson replaced him. With the captain sitting deep, Milner and Emre 
Can had a licence to bomb on and make a nuisance of themselves but Liverpool 
were too static. 
Firmino was quiet and Salah didn't have his usual level of influence with Oxlade-
Chamberlain the most lively of the front three. 
Alexander-Arnold was one of the few to really catch the eye as he provided a 
steady steam of quality deliveries. 
On the half hour mark veteran keeper Jasmin Handanovic was belatedly called into 
action. Oxlade-Chamberlain's cross for Firmino deflected goalwards off defender 
Jean-Claude Billong. The 39-year-old shot-stopper did brilliantly to tip it on to the 
bar. 
For the second time in four days at Anfield, the interval triggered a transformation 
in the Reds' fortunes. Whatever Klopp said did the trick. 

Liverpool were energised and played with much greater vigour. Within four  

 
minutes of the restart they were in front. 
Joel Matip played it out to Alexander-Arnold, who whipped an inviting cross 
towards the near post. Salah darted ahead of Alexsander Rajcevic and flicked it 
beyond Handanovic. 
Once in front, the outcome was never in doubt. Suddenly, the gulf in class, so 
glaring in Slovenia, was crystal clear again. 
Firmino's backheel out-foxed Rajcevic, who responded by hauling him down in the 
box. 
Milner was back on penalty duties after Salah's miss at the weekend but 
Handanovic guessed right and turned it on to the post. That's four successive spot-
kicks Liverpool have wasted at Anfield. 
This one didn't matter but it is an issue that needs addressing because there will be 
days ahead when they can't afford to be so profligate. 
Maribor's resolve was broken and the chances kept on coming with Oxlade-
Chamberlain's strike deflected over before Handanovic denied Firmino from close 
range. 
Salah was left pounding the turf in frustration when he nodded wastefully into the 
Kop from Alberto Moreno's cross. 
Midway through the second half Liverpool finally doubled their account. 
It was exactly the kind of slick interchange which was conspicuous by its absence in 
the first half. Can played a neat one-two with Milner and coolly planted a right-
footer past Handanovic. 
A second successive clean sheet for the Reds was never in doubt but Matip, whose 
form has been cause for concern so far this term, was far from convincing at times 
as Martin Milec made him look cumbersome. 
Sturridge's long wait to start a Champions League game for the Reds goes on but 
he made his mark with a late cameo. 
Moreno's cross from Milner's short corner found the striker lurking at the far post 
and he finished emphatically. It was his first Champions League goal since he 
netted for Chelsea against Zilina in 2010. 
Liverpool boast back-to-back wins for the first time since August. Now momentum 
must be maintained in the capital on Saturday. 
Match facts 
Liverpool: Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Klavan, Moreno, Can, Milner, 
Wijnaldum (Henderson 17), Salah (Sturridge 74), Oxlade-Chamberlain, Firmino 
(Grujic 85). 
Not used: Mignolet, Gomez, Robertson, Solanke. 
Maribor: Handanovic, Billong, Rajcevic, Suler, Milec, Pihler, Kabha, Viler, Hotic 
(Ahmedi 81), Mesanovic (Tavares 58), Bohar (Bajde 85). 
Not used: Obradovic, Vrhovec, Vrsic, Palcic. 
Referee: Ivan Kruzliak 
Goals: Salah 49, Can 64, Sturridge 90 
Bookings: Bohar, Rajcevic. 
Man of the match: Trent Alexander-Arnold. The teenager created the opener and 
was a thorn in Maribor's side throughout. 

 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/liverpool-fc
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/liverpool-analysis-oxlade-chamberlains-step-13846377
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jurgen-klopp
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Liverpool moved closer towards the Champions League knockout stages for the 
first time since 2008-09 with a hard-fought victory over Maribor. 
Mohamed Salah broke the deadlock in the second half with a clever, flicked finish 
but James Milner had a penalty brilliantly saved by 39-year-old goalkeeper Jasmin 
Handanovic. 
Midfielder Emre Can exchanged passes with Milner to curl in the second from the 
edge of the box and Daniel Sturridge drilled in a third late on. 
Liverpool dominated the first half, holding 83% possession, but were unable to 
find the breakthrough - Roberto Firmino coming close with a stooping header 
which was tipped onto the crossbar by Handanovic. 
Maribor's best chance fell to Martin Milec, but his low drive was collected by Loris 
Karius, the only save he made in the match. 
Jurgen Klopp's side remain top and unbeaten in Group E with eight points from 
four games. They face Sevilla away and Spartak Moscow at home in their 
remaining games. 
In the group's other game, Sevilla moved up to second by beating Spartak 2-1. 
Patience pays off again 
In their previous game against Huddersfield, Liverpool were goalless at half-time 
but went on to put three second-half goals past the Terriers. They did the same 
on this occasion. 
The Anfield side had thrashed Maribor 7-0 last time out in Europe but failed to 
find the back of the net from 13 first-half shots. 
Although Salah netted his 10th goal for Liverpool since signing from Roma in the 
summer, the Egyptian was wasteful in front of goal, slicing over the bar from a 
promising position and heading off target from just four yards out. 
Liverpool also missed a penalty for the second consecutive game as Milner's effort 
was tipped onto the post by a full-stretch Handanovic. The Premier League side 
have now failed to convert their past four spot-kicks at home. 
But their persistence paid off when German international Can gave his side 
breathing space with a well-taken finish, before England striker Sturridge came off 
the bench to net in back-to-back games for the first time since the start of this 
year. 
Can said: "It was difficult in the first half because they were deep but we got more 
space in the second half and it was a game where we had to be patient. 
"We could do better this season but it is still early. Now we are in a good position 
in the Champions League and hopefully we will be in the next round." 
Liverpool have now lost just once in their past eight games in all competitions and 
a much-criticised defence has kept four clean sheets in their past five games. 
Wijnaldum woe 
Klopp will be concerned by a first-half injury to Dutchman Georginio Wijnaldum, 
who needs a scan on a swollen ankle sustained in an innocuous collision with a 
visiting player. 
The midfielder often provides the shield to allow the more adventurous players to 
foray forward and Liverpool shipped four goals against Tottenham without him 
last month. 
They were also held to a 1-1 draw at home to Burnley in the only other match he 
has missed this campaign. 
This game, though, was not one where the Liverpool backline was tested by a 
team who have failed to win in their past 15 Champions League group games. 
Such was the home side's control, centre-back Joel Matip attempted the most 
passes of any player on the pitch (120), closely followed by defensive partner 
Ragnar Klavan with 118. 
Should Wijnaldum be ruled out for any length of time, he will join a growing 
Liverpool injury list. 
Long-term absentees Adam Lallana and Nathaniel Clyne are yet to feature this 
season, while creative midfielder Philippe Coutinho has missed the past two 
games with an adductor problem. 
Forward Sadio Mane is not expected to return until mid-November and defenders 
Dejan Lovren and Joe Gomez were not fit to face the Slovenians. 
Man of the match - Emre Can (Liverpool) 
Yes he Can - the stats 
Liverpool have kept four clean sheets in their past five games in all competitions, 
after managing none in the seven games before that. 
Mohamed Salah has registered 13 goal involvements in all competitions for 
Liverpool this season (10 goals, three assists) - more than any other Reds player. 
The Reds have failed to score with five of their past seven penalties in all 
competitions, including all of their past three. 
Emre Can netted his first Champions League goal in his 13th appearance in the 
competition. 
Daniel Sturridge bagged his first Champions League goal in almost seven years, 
since scoring for Chelsea against Zilina in November 2010. 
What's next? 
Liverpool travel to face West Ham in the Premier League on Saturday (kick-off 
17:30 GMT) and are next in action in the Champions League at Sevilla on 21 
November. 
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Match ends, Liverpool 3, Maribor 0. 
90'+4' Second Half ends, Liverpool 3, Maribor 0. 
90'+3' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
90'+3' Foul by Valon Ahmedi (Maribor. 
90' Goal! Liverpool 3, Maribor 0. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from the 
centre of the box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Alberto Moreno with a cross 
following a corner. 
90' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Gregor Bajde. 
88' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
88' Marwan Kabha (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
87' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
87' Jean-Claude Billong (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
85' Substitution, Liverpool. Marko Grujic replaces Roberto Firmino. 
85' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jasmin Handanovic. 
83' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool. 
83' Marko Suler (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
81' Substitution, Maribor. Valon Ahmedi replaces Dino Hotic. 
81' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool. 
81' Mitja Viler (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
80' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marwan Kabha. 
79' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marko Suler. 
78' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
78' Foul by Dino Hotic (Maribor. 
76' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jean-Claude Billong. 
74' Substitution, Liverpool. Daniel Sturridge replaces Mohamed Salah. 
73' Attempt missed. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool left footed shot from the right 
side of the box misses to the right. 
71' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marko Suler. 
70' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. 
69' Attempt saved. Martin Milec (Maribor right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the bottom left corner. 
69' Corner, Maribor. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
69' Attempt blocked. Marcos Tavares (Maribor left footed shot from the left side of the 
six yard box is blocked. Assisted by Gregor Bajde. 
69' Substitution, Maribor. Gregor Bajde replaces Damjan Bohar. 
66' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
64' Goal! Liverpool 2, Maribor 0. Emre Can (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by James Milner. 
62' Attempt missed. Martin Milec (Maribor right footed shot from outside the box is too 
high. Assisted by Dino Hotic. 
62' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
62' Marwan Kabha (Maribor wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
60' Attempt missed. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed shot from outside 
the box is just a bit too high from a direct free kick. 
59' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
59' Foul by Marcos Tavares (Maribor. 
59' Substitution, Maribor. Marcos Tavares replaces Jasmin Mesanovic. 
57' Attempt missed. Jean-Claude Billong (Maribor header from the centre of the box is 
close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Damjan Bohar with a cross following a corner. 
57' Corner, Maribor. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
56' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool header from very close range is high and 
wide to the right. Assisted by Alberto Moreno with a cross. 
55' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jasmin Handanovic. 
55' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the six yard box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Emre Can. 
55' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Rajcevic. 
55' Attempt blocked. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool left footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
53' Penalty saved! James Milner (Liverpool fails to capitalise on this great opportunity, 
right footed shot saved in the bottom right corner. 
52' Aleksandar Rajcevic (Maribor is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
52' Penalty Liverpool. Roberto Firmino draws a foul in the penalty area. 
52' Penalty conceded by Aleksandar Rajcevic (Maribor after a foul in the penalty area. 
49' Goal! Liverpool 1, Maribor 0. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the 
centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold with a 
cross. 
 Second Half begins Liverpool 0, Maribor 0. 
45'+2' First Half ends, Liverpool 0, Maribor 0. 
45' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jean-Claude Billong. 
45' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Damjan Bohar. 
43' Jordan Henderson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
43' Foul by Damjan Bohar (Maribor. 
43' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
40' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
40' Damjan Bohar (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
39' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
39' Foul by Jean-Claude Billong (Maribor. 
38' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
misses to the left. Assisted by James Milner with a cross following a corner. 
37' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Dino Hotic. 
36' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
misses to the left. Assisted by James Milner with a cross following a corner. 

 
 
35' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Damjan Bohar. 
35' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
35' Foul by Marwan Kabha (Maribor. 
35' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
32' Attempt missed. Emre Can (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is too high. 
Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain with a cross. 
31' Attempt saved. Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is saved 
in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Mohamed Salah with a cross. 
30' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jasmin Handanovic. 
30' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is 
saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain with a cross. 
29' Foul by Mohamed Salah (Liverpool. 
29' Marwan Kabha (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
28' Attempt blocked. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. 
27' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
27' Foul by Jean-Claude Billong (Maribor. 
24' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Martin Milec. 
23' Attempt missed. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right following a set piece situation. 
22' Damjan Bohar (Maribor is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
22' Mohamed Salah (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
22' Foul by Damjan Bohar (Maribor. 
21' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jean-Claude Billong. 
21' Attempt blocked. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool left footed shot from the 
centre of the box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino with a cross. 
18' Attempt blocked. Martin Milec (Maribor left footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Dino Hotic. 
17' Substitution, Liverpool. Jordan Henderson replaces Georginio Wijnaldum because of 
an injury. 
17' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
16' Delay in match Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool because of an injury. 
12' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Rajcevic. 
12' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by James Milner. 
10' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
misses to the left. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold with a cross. 
3' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Damjan Bohar. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


