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Klopp's men click at last with record away win 
Maribor 0 Liverpool 7 
Firmino 4, 54, Coutinho 13, Salah 19, 39, Oxlade-Chamberlain 86, Alexander-
Arnold 90 
For weeks Jurgen Klopp has been convinced that his players have been on the 
verge of clicking and dismantling an opponent. Maribor can consider themselves 
the unlucky ones. Liverpool have taken time to reacclimatise to being back among 
the continent's "elite", but here they showed all their swagger, making 
themselves at home by registering the club's biggest European away win. 
When substitute Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. latched on to Daniel Sturridge's pass 
with four minutes remaining, tucking away his first goal for the club past Jasmin 
Handanovic, and Trent Alexander-Arnold, with a kind deflection, scored another 
soon after, they earned a piece of history. Three previous 5-0 victories against 
Reykjavik (1964), Crusaders (1976) and FC Haka (2001) have been replaced in the 
record books. Liverpool were expected to put their Slovenian opponents to the 
sword, but the manner in which they did so, with the attacking triumvirate of 
Roberto Firmino, Philippe Coutinho and Mohamed Salah sharing the opening five 
strikes, was ruthlessly efficient. 
The trick will be to repeat this dynamism and hard-pressing against better 
opposition, yet Klopp will consider the confidence from this performance as 
crucial to their future prospects, starting with Tottenham Hotspur at Wembley on 
Sunday. "I was told about the record after the game and I didn't know about it," 
said the Liverpool manager, whose side had won one of their previous eight 
matches. "The wonderful history of this club can feel like a backpack at times, so it 
is nice to write our own good piece of history. It will be difficult to beat that 
record. It is quite rare to win 7-0, but it showed we did unbelievably well. 
"The only problem recently was how to explain why we didn't win. That has been 
the most difficult thing about our recent games. 
"When you don't score it is a challenge to stay confident but we will try to use this 
result now. The next game is Tottenham so it's pretty likely it will not be a similar 
result." There was the bonus of finishing last night at the top of Group E after 
Spartak Moscow's unexpected 5-1 victory over Seville and with Maribor travelling 
to Anfield in two weeks, Klopp will expect to remain in control. 
What their coach, Darko Milanic, will say to rouse his players before the return 
fixture is anyone's guess. Once again, the chance to make an impression on 
English football was over almost before it had begun for him. 
Milanic lasted 32 days at Leeds United and the third anniversary of his abrupt 
sacking is next week. His mood last night was perhaps not dissimilar to the day of 
his dismissal, especially when quizzed by unhappy local journalists about what 
they perceived as an overly attack-minded approach. 
The rout began in the fourth minute when an undercooked pass from Mitja Viler 
set Salah off in a duel with Marko Suler. Maribor's centre back and last man failed 
to contain his pacey rival. As Suler slid in to win the ball and rectify the error, 
Salah skipped away and into the penalty area where he rolled the ball to Firmino 
to tap home. The Brazil forward had initially been refused entry to the stadium 
and ordered to retrieve the match-day accreditation that he had left on 
Liverpool's team coach. For the first time in recent days, Klopp had reasons to be 
thankful someone had parked the bus. Maribor, in contrast, to Manchester 
United on Saturday, continued to leave the back door wide open. 
If there was a simplicity to the breakthrough, then the second goal was more 
remarkable, with the build-up as dazzling as their luminous orange strip, or "bold 
citrus" according to the kit designers. James Milner has been used sparingly this 
season, but was impressive on his first Champions League start of the season. 
The midfielder was running across the area when Salah picked him out with a 
threaded pass. Milner, though, swivelled to cut back a clever cross which found 
Coutinho arriving near the penalty spot. The first-time finish, right-footed on the 
volley, was a delight and he became the first Liverpool player since Steven 
Gerrard -- a face in the crowd in Maribor after his under-19s won earlier in the 
day -- in 2014 to score in four successive away games. 
Salah made it three when casually dispatching Firmino's pass from the angle of 
the six-yard box with no Maribor defender near him and grabbed a second five 
minutes before half-time. It was a goal that neatly encapsulated how 
well Liverpool had moved the ball to capitalise on the gaps which appeared in 
front of them throughout the evening. Coutinho then turned creator when he 
found the overlapping run of Alberto Moreno behind a static defence and his low 
cross was touched home by Salah for his second just ahead of Firmino. 
Salah has scored eight goals since joining Liverpool in the summer, but he could 
have almost doubled that tally if he had converted all his chances this season. Last 
night, his finishing tallied with his ability to take up threatening positions, which 
Klopp will take as another good sign. "I'm very happy," said the Egypt forward. 
"Now we have to concentrate on improving the results in the Premier League and 
keep on moving forward. We had bad luck in the last three or four games. 
Everyone was confident a good result was coming." 
When Coutinho whipped over a fine free kick and Firmino's deft, flicked header 
from the front post crept in at the back, Liverpool had their fifth goal with more 
than a third of the match remaining. Both Salah and Firmino were denied the 
chance to become the first Liverpool players to score an away hattrick in Europe 
since Michael Owen did so against Spartak Moscow in 2002 when they were 
substituted, but the torrent continued through Alexander-Arnold and Oxlade- 
 

Chamberlain. This was Liverpool's first Champions League win away from Anfield 
since they narrowly beat Debrecen in Hungary eight years ago. Rather than 
looking back, they are able to peer forward again. 
Group E PWD L F AGDPts Liverpool 3 1 2 0 10 3 7 5 Spartak 3 12073 4 5 Seville 3 
11167 -1 4 Maribor 3012 111-10 1 Fixtures: Nov 1: Liverpool v Maribor; Seville v 
Spartak. Nov 21: Seville v Liverpool; Spartak v Maribor. 
Dec 6: Liverpool v Spartak; Maribor v Seville. 
NK Maribor (4-2-3-1): J Handanovi 6 -- M Milec 5, A Rajevi 5, M Suler 4, M Viler 4 -
- M Kabha 5, B Vrhovec 5 -- M Kramaric 5 (sub: D Hotic 58min, 5), V Ahmedi 5 
(sub: A Pihler 58, 5), D Bohar 5 (sub: J Mesanovic 81) -- M Tavares 5. Substitutes 
not used M Obradovic, J Billong, D Vrsic, M Palcic. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): L Karius 6 -- T Alexander-Arnold 7, J Matip 7, D Lovren 7, A 
Moreno 7 -- J Milner 8, E Can 7, G Wijnaldum 7 (sub: D Solanke 76) -- M Salah 9 
(sub: Oxlade-Chamberlain. 57, 6), R Firmino 8 (sub: D Sturridge 68, 6), P Coutinho 
8. Substitutes not used S Mignolet, J Henderson, J Gomez, R Klavan. 
Referee Viktor Kassai (Hungary) 

 
Roberto Firmino and Mohamed Salah lead Liverpool rout of Maribor 
With the exception of José Mourinho’s stifling tactics it had always seemed a 
question of when, not if, Liverpool would polish their performances with a killer 
touch. The answer arrived in emphatic style here in Slovenia, where Jürgen 
Klopp’s side ignited their Champions League campaign with the biggest away win 
in Liverpool’s rich European history. One win in eight games before this trip had 
tested Klopp’s humour but not his conviction that Liverpool are “on a good way”. 
Seven unanswered goals on the road in the Champions League reaffirmed the 
belief of manager and players. Roberto Firmino and Mohamed Salah scored twice 
while Philippe Coutinho, Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, with his first Liverpool goal, 
and Trent Alexander-Arnold were also on the scoresheet as the visitors secured 
the lead in their group.  “I didn’t know about the record until after the game,” 
the Liverpool manager said. “The wonderful history of this club can feel like a 
backpack at times, so it is nice to write our own good piece of the history. It will 
be difficult to beat that record. “It is quite rare to win 7-0 but it showed we did 
unbelievably well. The boys deserved that. When you don’t score it is a challenge 
to stay confident but we will try to use this result now.” 
Liverpool’s impatience for a first win in the group stage was undisguised. It was 
evident in Klopp’s pre-match press conference when he spoke of making amends 
for the points dropped against Sevilla and Spartak Moscow. It was clear in a team 
selection that showed no sign of complacency against the Slovenian champions, 
the lowest ranked team in the group, as the Liverpool manager fielded the same 
attack who faced Manchester United on Saturday. And it was demonstrated in a 
commanding, clinical performance that overwhelmed Maribor from the first 
whistle as the perfect way to release the frustrations of the dour United 
stalemate and the perfect opponents, it has to be said. The hosts had no answer 
to Liverpool’s movement, strength and quality and were swiftly routed. 
Firmino started the torment for Maribor by tucking home his first goal in six 
games in the fourth minute. The Brazil international had forgotten his security 
pass on the way into the stadium and was sent back to the team bus to retrieve it 
by a sharp-eyed steward, but he had no problem locating weaknesses in the 
home side’s defence. Salah and Coutinho enjoyed similar success against a 
regularly exposed rearguard, and it was the hero of Egypt who instigated the 
breakthrough when he broke away from Marko Suler’s lunging challenge on the 
right wing. Salah sprinted on, picked out Firmino unmarked in the centre and the 
forward converted from close range. Number two followed quickly and this time 
Firmino was the instigator. He spun away from his marker in the centre circle and 
found Salah with a fine cross-field ball. Salah fed James Milner, recalled on the 
right of the midfield three with Jordan Henderson rested, and he crossed for 
Coutinho to sweep a first-time finish beyond Jasmin Handanovic from 12 yards. 
Milner has found opportunities limited this season but he seized it here, driving at 
Maribor and providing an accurate range of passes throughout. 
Firmino created the third, too, returning the favour for Salah, whom he released 
behind the defence with a perfectly weighted ball, having ridden several 
challenges in the buildup. Liverpool’s summer signing beat the advancing 
Handanovic with a measured, angled finish and the visitors were home and hosed 
with 70 minutes left to play. But there was no let-up in their work rate or 
adventure. The combination of Coutinho’s craft and Alberto Moreno’s pace on 
the left troubled Maribor regularly, the full-back striking the side netting from one 
chance created by the playmaker, and it was that source that provided Liverpool 
with their fourth. Moreno crossed hard and low from the byline, having been 
released by Coutinho, and there was Salah to tap into an unprotected net. 
Maribor have conceded four goals in 10 domestic home fixtures this season but 
they continued to be ravaged by Liverpool en route to their heaviest European 
defeat. Firmino scored his second when he met Coutinho’s free-kick with a 
glancing header that sailed across Handanovic and inside the far post. Firmino and 
Salah departed to well-earned ovations from the travelling Liverpool supporters, 
and it seemed almost cruel of Klopp to introduce Oxlade-Chamberlain and Daniel 
Sturridge from the bench. Sturridge sent the former Arsenal man clean through 
on goal and he opened his Liverpool account with a measured finish before 
Alexander-Arnold’s deflected drive completed the rout. 
“We wanted to show our best counter-pressing and a few of the goals came from  

https://www.theguardian.com/football/live/2017/oct/17/maribor-v-liverpool-champions-league-live
https://www.theguardian.com/football/live/2017/oct/17/maribor-v-liverpool-champions-league-live
https://www.theguardian.com/football/championsleague
https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/oct/14/liverpool-manchester-united-premier-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/maribor
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that,” Klopp said. “We were also cool inside the penalty area” – cool, devastating 
and record-breaking. 

 
...WHILE LIVERPOOL ARE IN 7th HEAVEN 
MARIBOR 0 LIVERPOOL 7 
BOLD citrus, they call it. Others would say it was a sight to make sore eyes. Either 
way, Liverpoolmade a statement when sporting their new third kit for the first 
time. 
This was the kind of strip that would have left them with no place to hide had 
things gone askew in Slovenia, but, much to Jurgen Klopp's delight, they backed 
up their fashion with a statement on the field. 
For a club with such a European pedigree, this was a recordequalling evening. 
Liverpool's front three of Mohamed Salah, Roberto Firmino and Philippe Coutino 
terrorised Maribor's defence, their speed, skill and subtle interchanges wrapping 
up three points inside the first 20 minutes and securing the club's first away win in 
the Champions League since November 2009. So in command 
were Liverpool from start to finish that Klopp had the luxury of introducing Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Daniel Sturridge for the last half hour, protecting the 
legs of Salah and Firmino ahead of Sunday's game with Tottenham. Salah said: 'I 
think it was a great game. We did good. It was an important result for us and we 
have to keep looking forward.' Liverpool had the lead within 196 seconds. Salah 
hurtled down the right, left his pursuer Marko Suler in a heap and crossed for 
Firmino, who tapped in from four yards. 
They didn't have to wait long for the second and it was the pick of the four they 
managed before the interval, James Milner sweeping in a cross that Coutinho 
gleefully volleyed beyond Jasmin Handanovic. Soon, two became three. Salah 
drilling a shot through Handanovic's legs. The Egyptian added a fourth ahead of 
the break, darting in front of Firmino to apply the finishing touch to Alberto 
Moreno's cross. 
The only surprise in the second period was that Liverpool added just three more. 
Firmino glanced in Coutinho's 55th minute free-kick, which was followed by 
Oxlade-Chamberlain's first Liverpool goal and a late tap-in for Trent Alexander-
Arnold. It was, nonetheless, a significant one as it meant they equalled their best-
ever away score in Europe. Keep playing like this and the future will be bright 
even when they don't wear orange. 
 

 
Seven-up Liverpool find cutting edge 
Maribor 0 Liverpool 7 Firmino 4, 54, Coutinho 13, Salah 19, 39, Oxlade-
Chamberlain 86, Alexander-Arnold 90 Att: 12,500 It was the night the chances 
finally went in for Liverpool. Three in the first 20 minutes against Maribor; four 
before half-time; three more as Liverpool decided to indulge in a Manchester City 
impersonation, cruising through the second half to go top of Group E. If Maribor's 
scouts watched Jurgen Klopp's side squander so many opportunities in recent 
fixtures, they could be forgiven for feeling persecuted as Liverpool cut loose to 
secure their first group-stage win of the campaign. 
Mohamed Salah, recently declared the Prince of Egypt for his World Cup heroics, 
gave another regal performance for his new club, scoring twice and scampering 
the Slovenians into submission. 
He now has eight since his summer move from Roma. If he was more clinical he 
would already have double, but such criticism seems churlish. 
Roberto Firmino also struck two and Philippe Coutinho maintained his hot streak. 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain's first Liverpool goal four minutes from the end and 
Trent Alexander-Arnold's deflected strike from distance made it a flawless 
evening. They even kept another clean sheet, but most reassuring 
was Liverpool reacquainting themselves with their attacking zeal. 
Klopp knew how important this game was, saying he would not change much in 
his side, but he could not resist some tweaks. Jordan Henderson was left out, 
James Milner taking both his place and the captain's armband. 
Milner was superb in an advanced midfield road, foraging in areas that made it 
seem mystifying he has not started more often. 
Oxlade-Chamberlain still could not get a start despite the manager's encouraging 
pre-match observations. Andy Robertson still cannot get a place on the bench. 
But at least one summer signing is making an impression, Salah's importance 
growing in the injured Sadio Mane's absence. 
The African was the tormentorin-chief, teeing up Firmino for the first in the fourth 
minute following Mitja Viler's error. 
Uefa had more joy stopping Firmino than Maribor's defenders, the Brazilian 
intitally blocked from entering the stadium on arrival by a zealous official because 
of he had left his identity card on the team bus. 
Salah and Firmino combined with Milner to create the second for Coutinho in the 
13th minute. Milner's cross was weighted perfectly, as was the volley past the 
beleaguered Maribor keeper Jasmin Handanovic. 
With that, Coutinho became the first Liverpool player since Steven Gerrard (in 
2014) to score in three successive away games. 
Salah's first - and Liverpool's third - was courtesy of a Firmino assist, and he 
tapped in Liverpool's fourth from an Alberto Moreno cross shortly before half-
time, winning the sprint to the goalline with his Brazilian team-mate. 
Still Liverpool came, the second half starting with the same momentum. 
Given his side's dominance Klopp seemed curiously agitated on the touchline, 
chastising every wayward pass or encouragement offered the opponent. You 
sensed that having waited for this for weeks he was intolerant of any easing up. 
If anything, the pace quickened after the interval and Firmino glanced Coutinho's 
free-kick for the fifth in the 54th minute. That was the signal Klopp needed to rest 
Salah for later exertions, Oxlade-Chamberlain introduced. 
The former Arsenal man was denied his first Liverpool goal after 76 minutes, 
Jasmin Handonovic saving with his legs, but he added the sixth 10 minutes later. 
Daniel Sturridge, who featured for the last 23 minutes, was the provider. 
Sturridge replaced Firmino. Klopp is often called a romantic, but he saw no reason 
to enable his striker to chase the first hat-trick away in the Champions League 
since Michael Owen in Moscow in 2002. 
Dominic Solanke replaced Georginio Wijnaldum. Generally the substitutions upset 
the flow, Liverpoolknowing the job was done, but Oxlade-Chamberlain and 
Alexander-Arnold made it even more satisfying for the visitors. 
With Spartak Moscow relegating Sevilla into third spot, a win in the return fixture 
will keep Klopp's side in control of the group. 
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Liverpool hit seven in Maribor with Roberto Firmino, Mohamed Salah 
and Philippe Coutinho on the scoresheet 
Jürgen Klopp said it himself. As soon as his Liverpool side started taking their 
chances, they would punish whichever poor, unlucky opponents happened to be 
standing in their way. After seeing 40 shots return just three goals in draws 
against Sevilla and Spartak Moscow, it happened to be Slovenian champions 
Maribor who experienced the full force of what Philippe Coutinho, Roberto 
Firmino and Mohamed Salah, on their day, can do. 
Each member of that forward line found the net here, Firmino and Salah scoring 
braces, with seven unanswered goals in all after Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain opened 
his account and Trent Alexander-Arnold rounded off Liverpool's biggest-ever 
European away victory. It was enough to send them top of Group E, level on 
points with Spartak after their shock 5-1 defeat of Sevilla. 
Make no mistake, Maribor are a poor side that any team with desires to reach the 
knockout phase should comfortably beat, but they are also the type of side that 
this Liverpool team has struggled against recently. They experienced no such 
problems here.  
It took just four minutes for Firmino to find the opener, despite Maribor's best 
efforts to stop him. One diligent steward initially prevented the Brazilian from 
entering the Stadion Ljudski after he walked in without wearing ID in the hours 
before kick-off. Darko Milanič's defence were nowhere near as effective, 
however, and after Salah pounced on a stray pass, burst forward and cut back 
from inside the penalty area, Firmino had ample time to guide the ball into a 
gaping net. 
If that goal was an example of the counters we have come to know Klopp’s 
Liverpool for, the second showed they are capable finishing off fluid, flowing 
moves too. 
The masterful Coutinho started and finished it, initially collecting the ball in his 
own half and combining with Firmino. Salah was then released down the right 
once more and the Egyptian delicately slipped James Milner in behind Maribor’s 
backline. Milner's resulting cross to the edge of the area seemed lost for a 
moment but then came Coutinho to clip a volley into the corner of the net.  
It was a sublime finish for the playmaker’s fourth in four consecutive away games 
and with barely a quarter of an hour gone, the game was already won. Salah did 
not need to tuck away a third and fourth to make Liverpool’s superiority clear, but 
still doubled their lead before the half-time whistle was heard, arcing the ball 
round Maribor goalkeeper Jasmin Handanovic for his first, then bundling another 
in from close range on the stroke of half-time. 
To score that goal, Salah had impishly nipped in front of Firmino on the goalline 
but his team-mate, confident other opportunities would soon present 
themselves, did not have to wait long for a second goal of his own. Nine minutes 
after the re-start, the Brazilian rose first to a Coutinho free-kick, flicking the ball 
behind himself and underneath Handanovic’s helpless left hand. 
Salah or Firmino were now both on course to score Liverpool's first Champions 
League hat-trick away from home since Michael Owen collected the match ball 
from a trip to Spartak in October 2002, but with Sunday's trip to Tottenham 
Hotspur in mind, Klopp withdrew both, replacing them with Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain and Daniel Sturridge. 
The two combined as the contest - if it can be called that - drew to a close. 
Oxlade-Chamberlain had a spurned a chance earlier, shooting wide after breaking 
through the inside-right channel, but he made no made mistake at the second 
time of asking, coolly slotting home after Sturridge's pass had sent him through. 
It was left to Alexander-Arnold to conclude the rout, with the teenager’s strike 
taking a deflection off Marko Suler’s elbow before finding its way in. Nights at the 
elite level of European competition are rarely as easy as this. 
NK Maribor (4-2-3-1): Handanovic; Milec, Rajcevic, Suler, Viler; Vrhovec, Kabha; 
Kramari (Hotic 58), Ahmedi (Pihler 58), Bohar (Mesanovic 81); Tavares. 
Substitutes: Obradovic, Billong, Vrsic, Palcic. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Karius; Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Lovren, Moreno; Milner, Can, 
Wijnaldum (Solanke 75); Salah (Oxlade-Chamberlain 57), Firmino (Sturridge 68), 
Coutinho. 
Substitutes: Mignolet, Gomez, Klavan, Henderson. 
Referee: Viktor Kassai (Hungary) 

 
MARICLE WORKERS 
NEVER mind Hurricane Ophelia, it was a different type of devastation 
that Liverpool wreaked across Slovenia. 
The Reds seemed to take the storm that had battered northern England with 
them to Maribor as they blew their opponents apart in a recordbreaking display 
to breathe fresh life into their Champions League hopes. 
An incredible first-half performance had set the Reds on course to record their 
biggest-ever score away from home in Europe, surpassing 5-0 wins in Iceland in 
1964 and at Ireland's Crusaders in 1975. 
This was perhaps an even more impressive chapter in Liverpool's glorious 
European history, though, because it was a level above victories over those part-
timers, with Maribor seasoned Champions League performers. The Slovenians 
had held both Spurs and Chelsea here in their compact stadium in recent years, 
but they were no match for Jurgen Klopp's dazzling team. 
Klopp was left a proud manager, especially after coming under increasing fire 
during a frustrating run of just one win in eight matches which had led to 
questions about his ability to win the big contests. 
Klopp had even joked before the game that a rather blunt questioner had made 
him "sound like a charismatic, funny loser." Here in Slovenia, though, he 
rediscovered his winning touchand with some venom. 
During their long, difficult run, the Reds had looked a side capable of taking 
opponents apartif only they could finish with the same quality that infused the 
rest of their play. 
In the low-key setting of the Ljudski Stadium, they did precisely that. In full flow, 
they are a joy to behold, with summer signing Mohamed Salah combining 
exquisitely with centre-forward Roberto Firmino as though their understanding 
had developed over years, not months. 
That was apparent in the opening moments which defined this contest. 
It was Salah who won a challenge with the hapless defender Marko Suler and 
sped into the box to find Firmino reading his intent perfectly to turn home for his 
first goal in six matches. 
Egyptian international Salah was withdrawn before the hour-mark but not before 
he had made a massive impression on the contest. 
It was his pass that allowed the impressive James Milner - given a surprise start 
ahead of skipper Jordan Henderson - to cross for Philippe Coutinho to volley 
home from 12 yards on 15 minutes. 
By then Liverpool were already rampant, with Firmino and Alberto Moreno going 
close to adding more, before Salah took centre stage again. First, he fed off the 
creativity of Firmino to ATT: 12,345 finish with ease when through on the home 
keeper. 
Then, just before the interval, Moreno raced down the left and crossed, and Salah 
got there before Firmino to force the ball home. 
Maribor looked awful yet this is a team that had conceded just four goals in their 
previous 10 home games. Even Klopp said afterwards that it was Liverpool's 
brilliance that made the home side look poor. 
Liverpool resisted the temptation to ease off after the break, even with a 
daunting trip to Wembley to face Spurs on the horizon. 
Coutinho flicked over a precise free-kick, and Firmino deftly guided it into the net 
with his head. 
The record finally came late in the contest, substitute Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
adding his name to the scorepads with a fine finish after he raced onto fellow sub 
Daniel Sturridge's through-ball. 
And to give the scoreline a wonderful lustre, young defender Trent Alexander-
Arnold wrapped up the scoring with a firm, deflected drive in the final minute to 
make Europe sit up and take notice. 
REF: Viktor Kassai ATT: 12,345 MATCH STATS 30% possession 70% 2 shots on 
target 14 2 shots off target 7 0 corners 9 3 offside 3 10 fouls 11 3 0 cards 0 0 
GROUP E TABLE PWD L F APts Liverpool 3120103 5 SpkMoscow312073 5 Sevilla 
311167 4 Maribor 3012111 1 RATINGS by DAVID MADDOCK 
mirror.co.uk/sport/football liverpool 6 7 6 6 Karius Hard to recall him with 
anything serious to do, bar routine early save Alexander-Arnold Good pace down 
flank, his crossing was a real weapon, late goal too Matip Able to find time to 
bring ball out and use it intelligently Lovren Sometimes harshly criticised, but 
strong and competitive here Moreno Combined well with Coutinho down the left 
flank Wijnaldum Lots of momentum in the middle, beginning to show his true 
quality Can Beginning to show why Germany think he is future of their midfield 
Milner Made a huge impact on a rare start, excellent runs down the right Salah 
MOTM Pace, goals, assists, what more do you want? 6 7 8 8 9 8 7 Firmino 
Important early goal set tone for the match, added a second too Coutinho Brilliant 
finish, which shows the class he has, even on the left SUBS: Oxlade-Chamberlain 
(Salah 57) 7; Sturridge (Firmino 68) 7, Solanke (Wijnaldum 76) 6. maribor 
Handanovic 5, Milec 6, Rajcevic 5, Suler 4, Viler 4, Kabha 5, Vrhovec 4, Kramaric 5 
(Hotic 58, 5), Ahmedi 5 (Philer 58, 5), Bohar 6 (Mesanovic 80), Tavares 5 
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Liverpool finally deliver that demolition job as stuttering season enjoys 
breathtaking lift off 
Jurgen Klopp had the last laugh as Liverpool wreaked havoc on a record-breaking night next to 
the Drava River. This was the demolition job Klopp's men have been threatening to dish out for 
weeks. A stuttering season finally has lift-off. 
Maribor were emphatically dismantled as the Reds celebrated the biggest away victory in their 
illustrious European history. When his CV was questioned on the eve of this contest, Klopp joked: 
“It sounds like I am a charismatic, funny loser.” Liverpool served up a classy performance in 
Slovenia which proved he's anything but. 
After all the flak during a tough run of just one win in eight matches, here was a welcome 
reminder about his breathtaking brand of attacking football and its ability to humiliate 
opponents. The naysayers will insist it was only Maribor, but the Slovenian champions have held 
both Chelsea and Tottenham to draws on home turf in recent years. 
The fact is any team in Europe would struggle to handle the three-pronged attack of Mohamed 
Salah , Roberto Firmino and Philippe Coutinho when they are in this kind of mood. 
Liverpool have paid a heavy price for not being clinical enough so far this season. Too often 
dominance has gone unrewarded but this was the night when everything clicked. 
Salah and Firmino both bagged doubles with Coutinho also on target as the Reds raced into a 5-0 
lead before the hour mark. Substitute Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain's first goal for the Reds will do 
his confidence levels the world of good and young Trent Alexander-Arnold had the final word on 
a night that will live long in the memory. This was Liverpool's first away win in the Champions 
League for nearly eight years and it puts them top of Group E. 
If it had been a boxing match Hungarian referee Viktor Kassai would have waved it off before the 
rampant Reds had even worked up a sweat. 
Maribor had conceded just four goals in 10 home games this season but this was men against 
boys at the Stadion Ljudski vrt, Their hopes of damaging Liverpool's European campaign were 
blown away during a devastating opening 20-minute spell. The Slovenian champions simply 
couldn't handle the pace and quality of the Reds' attacking triumvirate of Salah, Firmino and 
Coutinho. For the first time since the demolition of Arsenal in late August, Liverpool displayed a 
ruthless streak as Maribor were put to the sword. 
Klopp's men led inside four minutes. Salah pounced on a defensive error, raced clear down the 
right and crossed for Firmino to convert from close range. 
It was the Brazilian's first goal in six matches as he put his recent struggles firmly behind him. 
Firmino has got his mojo back. 
Klopp had sprung a surprise with the inclusion of James Milner in midfield as skipper Jordan 
Henderson was rested. It's been a tough few months for the experienced vice-captain. His joy at 
being relieved of left-back duties was quickly replaced by the frustration of becoming a bench-
warming midfielder. This was only Milner's third start of the campaign and he produced a timely 
reminder of what he's capable of. He's so much more than a grafter and was outstanding 
throughout. Maribor repeatedly failed to track his intelligent runs from deep. Milner was denied 
by Jasmin Handanovic before playing his part in the Reds' glorious second goal. 
Firmino swung it out to Salah, who picked out Milner's burst down the right. His cross was pin-
point and Coutinho volleyed home from 12 yards out. 
Liverpool were rampant and looked like scoring every time they ventured forward. 
Maribor boss Darko Milanic was raging on the touchline and demanding his players got tighter  
but they were chasing shadows. Firmino created the third as he won back possession and played 
in Salah, who took a touch to steady himself and dispatched it past Handanovic. 
Just 20 minutes were on the clock and the jubilant travelling Kop were serenading the stunned 
locals with 'Show them the way to go home'. Alexander-Arnold, who came in for Joe Gomez at 
right-back, whipped in a beauty of a cross which should have been tucked away. Klopp joined in 
the applause for the exciting teenager. Maribor flickered into life and Loris Karius was called into 
action to keep out Mitja Viler's drive at his near post. 
But their respite was only brief and a second successive clean sheet for the Reds was never really 
in doubt. Coutinho tormented them with his box of tricks as he twisted one way and then the 
other. Handanovic thwarted Salah and then Coutinho but five minutes before the break it was 4-
0. Alberto Moreno, whose revival continued on the banks of the River Drava, drilled expertly 
across the face of goal. Firmino and Salah were queuing up to score with the Egyptian getting the 
final touch for his eighth goal of the season. What a debut season he's having. 
Of course some habits die hard and Klopp couldn't hide his anger when his backline nodded off 
from a free-kick, watching on as Marko Suler planted a free header wide. 
It mattered little. Firmino went close and Coutinho's strike was beaten away as Liverpool 
continued to turn the screw. The second half brought more of the same with Maribor repeatedly 
carved apart. Coutinho's 25-yard free-kick forced a sprawling save from Handanovic before the 
fifth goal arrived on 55 minutes. Firmino rose to meet Coutinho's centre and sent a glancing 
header into the far corner. With one eye on Sunday's trip to Wembley to face Tottenham, Klopp 
rung the changes. Salah departed to a standing ovation from both sets of fans, while Firmino and 
Gini Wijnaldum soon followed him with Oxlade-Chamberlain, Daniel Sturridge and Dominic 
Solanke introduced. Unsurprisingly, intensity levels dropped as Maribor were belatedly shown a 
modicum of mercy. Handanovic turned behind Oxlade-Chamberlain's strike and Coutinho 
couldn't convert Milner's deep cross. 
However, Liverpool upped the pace again during a record-breaking finale. 
With four minutes to go Sturridge's cute pass released Oxlade-Chamberlain and this time he 
made no mistake as he slotted home. 
Alexander-Arnold put the icing on the cake when his deflected drive from the edge of the box 
left Handanovic beaten. 
The rout was complete. Liverpool are back in business. 
MATCH FACTS 
Maribor : Handanovic, Milec, Rajcevic, Suler, Viler, Kabha, Vrhovec, Kramaric (Hotic 58), Ahmedi 
(Pihler 58), Bohar (Mesanovic 81), Tavares. 
Not used: Obradovic, Billong, Vrsic, Palcic. 
Liverpool : Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Lovren, Moreno, Milner, Wijnaldum (Solanke 76), 
Can, Salah (Oxlade-Chamberlain 57), Firmino (Sturridge 68), Coutinho 
Not used: Mignolet, Gomez, Klavan, Henderson. 
Referee : Viktor Kassai 
Goals : Firmino 4, Coutinho 13, Salah 20, Salah 40, Firmino 54, Oxlade-Chamberlain 86, 
Alexander-Arnold 90. 
Bookings : Milec, Vrhovec, Hotic. 
Man of the match : James Milner. Outstanding on his return to the side. 

 

 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jurgen-klopp
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/liverpool-fc
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/mohamed-salah
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/mohamed-salah
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/lphilippe-coutinho
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Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp said it was "nice to write a piece of history" as the 
Reds thrashed Slovenian side Maribor to record the biggest away win by an English 
team in the history of the European Cup. 
The Reds dominated throughout to go top of Champions League Group E with a 
scintillating performance. 
Roberto Firmino and Mohamed Salah both scored twice, with Philippe Coutinho, 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and Trent Alexander-Arnold also on target. 
The win eclipses 6-0 away victories by Leeds United over Norwegians Lyn in 
October 1969, and Manchester United against Irish outfit Shamrock Rovers in 
September 1957. 
"I was told about the record after the game and I didn't know," said Klopp. 
"The wonderful history of this club can feel like a backpack at times so it is nice to 
write our own good piece of the history. 
"It will be difficult to beat that record. It is quite rare to win 7-0 but it showed we 
did unbelievably well." 
Liverpool opened the scoring on four minutes when Firmino finished from close 
range after Salah broke free down the right. 
Coutinho made it 2-0 with a half-volley from James Milner's pull-back before Salah 
scored twice, finishing off passes from Firmino then Alberto Moreno as the Reds 
led 4-0 at half-time. 
Firmino added a fifth with a flicked header from Coutinho's free-kick as the Reds 
claimed their biggest Champions League victory since an 8-0 home victory over 
Turkish side Besiktas on 6 November 2007. 
Daniel Sturridge linked up with fellow substitute Oxlade-Chamberlain for the latter 
to score his first goal for the club to make it 6-0, and Alexander-Arnold sealed the 
rout with a deflected 30-yard strike. 
Wonderful Liverpool cruise to win 
Liverpool had started their Champions League campaign with two draws - 2-2 at 
home against Sevilla and 1-1 at Spartak Moscow - but they never looked in danger 
of dropping points against a side second in Slovenia's First League. 
Leading 2-0 after 13 minutes, it became a question of how many Liverpool would 
score against woefully outclassed opposition, and the Reds did not disappoint as 
they produced a wonderful, free-flowing performance. 
These two teams meet again in two weeks, and the Reds will be confident of 
another easy win at Anfield. 
Halfway through the group phase, Liverpool are top, level on points with Spartak 
Moscow, who defeated previous leaders Sevilla 5-1. 
Reds keep it clean - again 
Klopp's side had won only one of their past eight matches in all competitions 
before this confidence-building performance, and the German was able to give 
some of his squad players playing time in the second half. 
Perhaps with one eye on the Reds' match at third-placed Tottenham on Sunday, 
Salah, Firmino and Georginio Wijnaldum were withdrawn in the second half to give 
Oxlade-Chamberlain, Sturridge and 20-year-old Dominic Solanke chances to 
impress. Late on, Sturridge released Oxlade-Chamberlain and the England 
midfielder slotted past Jasmin Handanovic for his first goal since his £35m move 
from Arsenal at the end of August. 
There was still time for Alexander-Arnold to score only his second Liverpool goal 
with a deflected strike from long range to seal a perfect night for the visitors. 
Their defence, which has conceded 12 goals in eight Premier League games, has 
been heavily criticised this season, but this result means they have kept back-to-
back clean sheets after a goalless draw against Manchester United on Saturday. 
Klopp maintained his policy of rotating his goalkeepers for Champions League 
matches, and Loris Karius comfortably saved a low shot from Mitja Viler before 
Marko Suler headed Maribor's only other chance wide. 
Maribor, who have never won a home Champions League match, are bottom of 
the group with one point from three matches. In the eight Champions League 
matches on Tuesday, Liverpool were the only side not to concede a goal. 
Man of the match - Roberto Firmino (Liverpool) 
Reds on course for knockout stages for first time since 2009 - the stats 
This win was the biggest margin of victory for an English club away from home in 
the European Cup/Champions League, overtaking Lyn 0-6 Leeds United in October 
1969 and Shamrock Rovers 0-6 Manchester United in September 1957. 
This is the biggest away win by an English club away from home in European 
competition since Arsenal defeated Standard Liege 7-0 in the Cup Winners' Cup in 
November 1993. 
Maribor have won only one of their nine games against English opposition in all 
competitions (drew two, lost six) - a 2-1 win against Wigan Athletic in the 2013-14 
Europa League group stages 
Maribor have won only one of their 15 games in the Champions League group 
stages (drew five, lost nine) - a 1-0 victory over Dynamo Kiev in September 1999. 
This is Liverpool's 10th Champions League campaign, and only their second 
appearance in the group stages in the past eight seasons. They have not reached 
the knockout stage of the competition since 2008-09. 
Liverpool had won only one of their past eight away games in the Champions 
League before this match (drew four, lost three). The previous victory was a 1-0 
success against Hungarian side Debrecen in November 2009. 
Liverpool have scored nine goals in the Champions League this season; seven of 
which have arrived in the first half of matches. 

 

Roberto Firmino's opening goal (three minutes, 14 seconds) was the earliest that 
Liverpool have scored in the Champions League since December 2007; Steven 
Gerrard's goal versus Marseille (3:12). 
This was only the seventh occasion that an English club had scored four first-half 
goals in a Champions League game. 
'We got everything we deserved' - what they said 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain told BT Sport: "We started with the right intensity, the 
manager said it would be a tough game and we couldn't be complacent. 
"Even at half-time he was pushing for us to do better and we got everything we 
deserved. 
"We were very clinical and putting almost all of our chances away. It feels like we 
have a lot of goals in us, we create a lot of chances. 
"This is a competitive team, we have had a few results that have not gone our way 
and I'm ready whenever I get an opportunity." 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp told BT Sport: "Our attitude was outstanding - we were 
spot on from the first second. 
"We scored wonderful goals, played wonderful football and it looked like they 
were not very good but is difficult to play against us. I love the fact we stayed really 
concentrated in the second half, we controlled the game and it was a very mature 
performance. 
"You can struggle in a game like this if you do not have a 100% attitude, it was very 
mature. Seven goals was wonderful, but the counter pressing I was close to 
celebrating it, it was so good. They are a really good football team and they could 
not cope with this. 
"All over, it was a really nice performance." 
What's next? 
Liverpool play in the Premier League at Wembley Stadium against Tottenham on 
Sunday, 22 October (16:00 BST), before a home game against Huddersfield on 
Saturday, 28 October (15:00 BST). 
Liverpool and Maribor then play at Anfield in the next round of Champions League 
matches on Wednesday, 1 November (19:45 BST). 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/europe/7076592.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/41098529
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/41098529
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Match ends, Maribor 0, Liverpool 7. 
90'+3' Second Half ends, Maribor 0, Liverpool 7. 
90'+1' Foul by Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool. 
90'+1' Jasmin Mesanovic (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 7. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed shot 
from outside the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
89' Dino Hotic (Maribor is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
89' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
89' Foul by Dino Hotic (Maribor. 
88' Offside, Liverpool. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain tries a through ball, but Daniel Sturridge 
is caught offside. 
86' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 6. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot 
from the centre of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Daniel Sturridge with 
a through ball. 
85' Attempt missed. Alberto Moreno (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
82' Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
82' Foul by Mitja Viler (Maribor. 
81' Substitution, Maribor. Jasmin Mesanovic replaces Damjan Bohar. 
80' Blaz Vrhovec (Maribor is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
80' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
80' Foul by Blaz Vrhovec (Maribor. 
77' Attempt blocked. Dominic Solanke (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
76' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jasmin Handanovic. 
76' Attempt saved. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from the right 
side of the box is saved in the bottom right corner. 
76' Substitution, Liverpool. Dominic Solanke replaces Georginio Wijnaldum. 
76' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
76' Damjan Bohar (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
72' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
72' Damjan Bohar (Maribor wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
71' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marko Suler. 
70' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
70' Foul by Marko Suler (Maribor. 
68' Substitution, Liverpool. Daniel Sturridge replaces Roberto Firmino. 
68' Offside, Maribor. Damjan Bohar tries a through ball, but Mitja Viler is caught offside. 
65' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool. 
65' Marko Suler (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
60' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
60' Dino Hotic (Maribor wins a free kick on the right wing. 
58' Substitution, Maribor. Aleks Pihler replaces Valon Ahmedi. 
58' Substitution, Maribor. Dino Hotic replaces Martin Kramaric. 
57' Attempt missed. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from the 
centre of the box is high and wide to the right. Assisted by Alberto Moreno with a cross 
following a corner. 
57' Substitution, Liverpool. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain replaces Mohamed Salah. 
56' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Blaz Vrhovec. 
56' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
54' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 5. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the left side of 
the six yard box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross 
following a set piece situation. 
54' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
54' Foul by Damjan Bohar (Maribor. 
54' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is saved in the top left corner. 
53' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
53' Foul by Aleksandar Rajcevic (Maribor. 
52' Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
51' Attempt blocked. Dejan Lovren (Liverpool header from the left side of the six yard 
box is blocked. 
51' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Damjan Bohar. 
49' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Rajcevic. 
48' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
48' Foul by Mitja Viler (Maribor. 
46' Attempt missed. Alberto Moreno (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right following a corner. 
46' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Rajcevic. 
 Second Half begins Maribor 0, Liverpool 4. 
45'+1' First Half ends, Maribor 0, Liverpool 4. 
45' Martin Milec (Maribor is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
45' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
45' Foul by Martin Milec (Maribor. 
44' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
43' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the box misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
42' Attempt missed. Marko Suler (Maribor header from the centre of the box misses to 
the right. Assisted by Valon Ahmedi following a set piece situation. 
42' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
42' Marwan Kabha (Maribor wins a free kick on the right wing. 
39' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 4. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from very 
close range to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Alberto Moreno. 

 
 
38' Attempt saved. Marwan Kabha (Maribor right footed shot from more than 35 yards 
is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Damjan Bohar. 
38' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. 
37' Offside, Liverpool. Trent Alexander-Arnold tries a through ball, but James Milner is 
caught offside. 
32' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the bottom left corner. 
30' Attempt blocked. Marcos Tavares (Maribor left footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Marwan Kabha. 
28' Attempt saved. Mitja Viler (Maribor right footed shot from the left side of the box is 
saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Damjan Bohar. 
27' Offside, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but Mohamed Salah is 
caught offside. 
27' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
25' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box misses to the right. 
25' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. 
24' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Martin Milec. 
23' Offside, Maribor. Jasmin Handanovic tries a through ball, but Marcos Tavares is 
caught offside. 
23' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
23' Martin Kramaric (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
22' Foul by Joel Matip (Liverpool. 
22' Damjan Bohar (Maribor wins a free kick on the left wing. 
19' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 3. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from a 
difficult angle on the right to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino with a 
through ball. 
17' Foul by Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool. 
17' Damjan Bohar (Maribor wins a free kick on the left wing. 
16' Attempt missed. Alberto Moreno (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
15' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from very close range 
misses to the left. Assisted by James Milner with a cross following a corner. 
14' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Mitja Viler. 
13' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 2. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the 
centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
12' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
12' Blaz Vrhovec (Maribor wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
11' Offside, Maribor. Mitja Viler tries a through ball, but Valon Ahmedi is caught offside. 
9' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
9' Foul by Martin Milec (Maribor. 
8' Attempt missed. Blaz Vrhovec (Maribor left footed shot from outside the box is high 
and wide to the right. 
7' Attempt saved. James Milner (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is saved 
in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
7' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marko Suler. 
5' Hand ball by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
4' Goal! Maribor 0, Liverpool 1. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the 
centre of the box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
3' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
3' Foul by Martin Milec (Maribor. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 
 


