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Liverpool replace City as Chelsea's main title threat; Jurgen Klopp's in-
form side must today cut gap to leaders after 1-0 win over one of their 
main rivals 
Life in the slipstream can be a dispiriting business. For once allowing his uber-
positive mask to slip on Saturday evening, if only briefly, Jurgen Klopp told how he 
and his staff had been going through their preparations at Anfield when the news 
came through that Chelsea had taken the lead at Stamford Bridge for the third 
time that afternoon. "I could see on their faces that Chelsea had scored," 
the Liverpool manager said. 
For the third consecutive match, Liverpool kicked off nine points adrift of Chelsea 
at the top of the Premier League. For the third consecutive time, they succeeded 
in reducing that deficit to six. The 1-0 win over Everton at Goodison Park, through 
Sadio Mane's stoppage-time goal, resonated, as did overcoming a sluggish start to 
beat Stoke City 4-1 at Anfield, but the nature of Saturday's victory over 
Manchester City resilient, disciplined left Klopp feeling confident enough to put a 
more positive spin on that equation. 
"Chelsea are unbelievably strong, but can you imagine how annoying it must be to 
win 13 games in a row and find there is still a team only six points behind?" he 
asked. 
The flipside of that, of course, is to imagine how annoying it must be to make your 
best start to a Premier League season, beating Arsenal, Chelsea and Manchester 
City along the way, and to be six points adrift. Klopp shrugged and then grinned. 
"It will not stay like this for Chelsea until the end of the day and they know it," he 
said. "Of course they are strong, but I don't think about their situation until three 
or four weeks when we play them [on January 31]. Then I will think about them a 
lot." 
For Liverpool and those others in pursuit of Chelsea, it is merely a question of 
focusing on themselves, doing their job and trying to keep applying the pressure 
on the leaders. The timing of Liverpool's next game away to Sunderland today 
perhaps helps them with that, allowing them the possibility of trimming Chelsea's 
lead down to three points before they play Tottenham Hotspur on Wednesday, 
even if Klopp may have appreciated more recovery time. 
"Chelsea are flying right now and doing great, but we have to focus on our own 
game and we will see if we come closer," Georginio Wijnaldum, Liverpool's 
match-winner on Saturday, said. "The main thing is to keep doing what we're 
doing now, win our own games and not look back at Chelsea because we can't 
control their performance. Sunderland is a tough game. We just have to win. Will 
it put pressure on [Chelsea] if we do? Maybe, maybe not." 
Liverpool will have to cope without Jordan Henderson, their captain, today after 
he sustained a heel injury on Saturday. Joel Matip and Philippe Coutinho are not 
ready to return from injury either. It will be the first league game that Henderson 
has missed this season and, quite apart from denying him a return to his former 
club, it will require careful adjustment of a midfield unit that worked so well on 
Saturday. 
This was a different kind of Liverpool performance. Over Klopp's time and indeed 
under Brendan Rodgers we have often seen them overwhelm opponents with 
fluent, incisive football. Remarkably, the win away to Everton on December 19 
was their first 1-0 in the Premier League in 2016. To that point, they had seemed 
capable of winning by just about any scoreline other than 1-0. To beat Everton, 
wearing them down over 90 minutes, and then City, scoring early through 
Wijnaldum and defending intelligently thereafter, hinted at qualities that had 
been little in evidence until the past few weeks. 
As disappointing as City were, Liverpool can take some credit for that. Klopp's 
team had far less possession than usual, but were far more compact in the way 
that they defended. Their counterattacks were sporadic but menacing, none more 
so than the move in which Roberto Firmino and Adam Lallana combine beautifully 
to set up Wijnaldum's eighth-minute goal. Firmino and Lallana, dropping deep, 
chasing back, were a constant irritant to City. If there was a real difference 
between the teams on Saturday, it was Liverpool's work off the ball, typified by 
Wijnaldum, Firmino and Lallana, as well as by James Milner's excellence at left 
back. 
Liverpool are full of players who believe that there is no such thing as a lost cause. 
That would seem just as well, given that trying to keep pace with Chelsea 
promises to be a test of their spirit. This afternoon offers Klopp's team a rare 
chance to get closer to the leaders. They cannot afford to let it slip. 
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PEP IN A FLAP AT HIS FLOPS; Finally, City manager's mask slips as they 
fall 10 points behind Chelsea in race for the title... 
LIVERPOOL 1 Wijnaldum 8 MAN CITY 0  
IN front of the cameras, it was business as usual. Pep Guardiola rattled out a 
succession of noncommittal answers, searched for the positives and kept his 
game face on. 
This was a damaging defeat, a potentially significant moment in Manchester City' 
s first season, but Guardiola would not allow anyone to see how much defeat 
to Liverpool had hurt. 
He conceded that his team had been below par but that was about it. 
Away from the microphones, though, the mask slipped. 
An hour after the final whistle, standing outside City's dressing room there was a 
revealing insight into Guardiola's state of mind as he engaged in a deep 
conversation with Txiki Begiristain, City's director of football. 
He paced back and forth and loosened his tie. He gesticulated and drove his fist 
into his hand. His arms were outstretched and his eyes blazed as he tried to 
fathom why City were so meek. As Guardiola ran his hand over his head, 
exasperation seeping out of him, Begiristain could only listen. 
By the time he marched towards the team bus, Guardiola had gathered his poise 
but this animated snapshot was no isolated incident. 
He had been the same at halftime, raging that his plan was not being executed, 
after Georginio Wijnaldum had given Liverpool a lead that they never 
relinquished. 'The manager was angry at halftime,' Yaya Toure revealed. 'When 
you are losing and Liverpool are the better side -- and when you are losing like 
that -- then it's not going to be happy at half-time. It was disappointing and we all 
felt that. 
'Of course he is going to be angry. He is a manager who can be angry. We have to 
sometimes improve and react to situations. 
'We knew Liverpool would be waiting when we lost the ball and they did that to 
score. So he was angry for everything that was happening. 
'We are not going to be perfect. There are times when we won't take 
opportunities but we can take opportunities from this too. Anfield is not easy, but 
we can learn from this and what the manager says.' Toure kept his counsel about 
what Guardiola said to his squad in the aftermath but you can be sure there were 
no platitudes. 
Kevin De Bruyne, for example, was anonymous, David Silva was invisible. Sergio 
Aguero and Fernandinho, meanwhile, looked like men returning from four match 
bans. 
It shouldn't have been this way. Guardiola (right) set City up adventurously, with 
four attackers going head-to -head with Liverpool's four defenders, but they 
never once looked like building up the momentum to overrun their hosts. 
Their failure leaves them 10 points behind leaders Chelsea. 'I was one time in 
Barcelona nine points behind Real Madrid and we recovered,' Guardiola said. 
'But the question is: are we able to reduce the gap to Chelsea? Now we have to 
focus on the next game and not put a lot of stress on things. 
'We can't say: "Oh, if you don't win the Premier LeagueWow -- that's not going to 
be a good season". 'We are going to analyse what happens at the end of the 
season with our people -- what was good, what was bad -- but now it's about 
focusing on the next game which is Burnley.' 
In one respect, the message Guardiola promotes is correct. Toure, a veteran of 
two successful title challenges at the Etihad Stadium, pointed to how City 
extricated themselves from difficult positions in 2012 and 2014 to pilfer the 
trophy on the final day. Another 19 games, then, offers opportunity. 
'I think we have to believe to win,' said Toure. 'If we want to have a chance of 
winning the title, then we have to win most of the games and we have to put a 
run together. 
'But we are keeping positive because we have a lot of experience in this team. 
'In 2014 we had a very good run after the new year, we won nearly all the games. 
It is going to be very tough but we have the team and squad to do something. 
Chelsea have one game a week but it is going to be tight. 
This season will still be very tight with so many teams involved at the top.' What is 
clear, though, is the challenge is far more complicated than Guardiola -- who 
welcomed Brazil international Gabriel Jesus into his squad over the weekend and 
expects him to be match-fit soon -- envisaged. 
The man who is used to looking down on his pursuers is in unusual territory. 
'Normally I was top,' said Guardiola. 
'I was there a lot of times with Barcelona and Bayern Munich. 
'But, OK, this is a new chapter in my career to handle and I'm willing to try it. I'm 
not able to think too far. Now it's Burnley. After Burnley it's to London to play 
West Ham. That's our target now.' 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Mignolet; Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner ; Wijnaldum, 
Henderson (Origi 64), Can; Mane (Lucas 89), Firmino, Lallana. 
Subs not used: Karius, Sturridge, Moreno, Ejaria, Alexander-Arnold. Booked: 
Klavan, Can. 
MANCHESTER CITY (4-3-3): Bravo; Zabaleta (Navas 86), Stones, Otamendi, 
Kolarov; Toure (Iheanacho 89), Fernandinho, De Bruyne; Sterling, Aguero, Silva. 
Subs not used: Caballero, Sagna, Fernando, Navas, Clichy, Garcia. Booked: 
Otamendi. Man of the match: Georginio Wijnaldum. Referee: Craig Pawson. 
 

 
Guardiola angry after City are gripped by confusion 
Jurgen Klopp chose to ring in the new year by taking his dog, Emma, for a walk. 
Pep Guardiola elected to go out for dinner with his family. Given that Guardiola's 
right-hand man, Manel Estiarte, says it is impossible for the Catalan to disconnect 
from football for longer than 32 minutes at a time, though, one suspects the 
Manchester City manager might have been rather distracted. 
Guardiola had done his best to talk up City's limp performance against Liverpool, 
but it felt rather like an act. More telling was his reaction outside the dressing 
room on Saturday, when he cut an animated figure as he was spotted 
gesticulating wildly in conversation with the club's director of football, Txiki 
Begiristain, his frustration clear. That certainly chimed with Yaya Toure's version 
of events. 
"Of course, he is going to be angry, he is a manager who can be angry," said the 
City midfielder. "We have to sometimes improve and react to situations, and we 
knew Liverpool would be waiting when we lost the ball, and they did that to 
score. So, he will be angry for everything that is happening. "When you are losing 
like that and Liverpool are the better side, it's not going to be happy at halftime. It 
was disappointing and we all felt that. But we can learn from this and what the 
manager says about it." 
Guardiola's mood will have been brightened briefly by the arrival in Manchester 
yesterday of new signing Gabriel Jesus, whom the manager is confident will not 
need "too much time to get fit". But it may take more than just the exciting 19-
year-old Brazil forward, a PS27 million recruit from Palmeiras, to help City 
rediscover the spark, intensity, aggression and fluidity that has mostly been 
missing since they tore through Barcelona during an intoxicating second half at 
the Etihad Stadium in mid-October. 
Klopp has had eight months longer than Guardiola to impose his identity on his 
team and it shows. But the concern for City is that they looked far more cohesive 
and proactive in the opening six weeks of the campaign. Now, there is a disjointed 
feel to the team and too many players seem to be gripped either by inertia or 
collective confusion. 
Liverpool's players, notably the midfield trio of goalscorer Georgino Wijnaldum, 
Emre Can and Jordan Henderson, left-back James Milner and forward Adam 
Lallana, looked better drilled, more incisive and more in tune with each other and, 
tellingly, much hungrier. Toure acknowledged as much. "I don't think we can 
overlook the performance of Liverpool or detract from it," he said. "I think they 
deserved the three points. You have to sometimes hold up your hands and say 
they are better. I think they are improving, they are better, for sure. They have a 
good coach. They play very good football, very strong, very fast, very dangerous." 
Guardiola claimed not to know that Wijnaldum's eighth-minute goal was the sixth 
City had conceded in the opening 15 minutes of league matches this season. 
"It's not a big problem but, of course, it makes things more complicated," he said. 
Toure believes City will have to be largely flawless over the second half of the 
campaign. "If we want to have a chance of winning the title, then we have to win 
most of the games, and we have to put a run together," he said. "Of course, it is 
going to be very tough, but we have the squad to do something." 
The adaptation to English football is proving more complicated than Guardiola 
imagined and his team are fourth, 10 points behind leaders Chelsea, an unusual 
position for a manager accustomed to sitting on the summit. There will be little 
margin for error against Burnley at the Etihad today. 
"Yes, normally I was top," Guardiola acknowledged. "I was there a lot of times 
with Barcelona and Bayern Munich. But, OK, this is a new chapter in my career to 
handle that and I am willing to try it. 
"One time, in Barcelona, I was nine points behind against Real Madrid and, after, 
we recovered. I won a league being 12 points behind. But the question is, 'Are we 
able to reduce the gap to Chelsea?' Now we have to focus on the next game and 
not put a lot of stress on things by saying, 'Oh, if you don't win the Premier 
League, wow, that's not going to be a good season'. 
"Jurgen has been here more than one year. I've been here just six months and the 
way we want to play in the league is not that simple. We need a little bit more 
time but I'm a guy who is so optimistic and we're going to try." On Saturday's 
evidence, they need to try harder. 
Liverpool (4-3-3) Mignolet 6; Clyne 7, Lovren 8, Klavan 8, Milner 8; Wijnaldum 8, 
Henderson 8 (Origi 64 6), Can 8; Mane 7 (Lucas 89), Firmino 7, Lallana 8. Subs 
Karius, Sturridge, Moreno, Ejaria, Alexander-Arnold. Booked Klavan, Can. 
Manchester City (4-2-3-1) Bravo 6; Zabaleta 6 (Navas 86), Stones 7, Otamendi 6, 
Kolarov 5; Toure 5 (Iheanacho 89), Fernandinho 6; Sterling 6, De Bruyne 6, Silva 6; 
Aguero 5. Subs Caballero, Sagna, Fernando, Clichy, Garcia. Booked Otamendi. 
Referee Craig Pawson (Sheffield). 
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Gigi Wijnaldum secures crucial victory against limp and lifeless City 
The money from Abu Dhabi has managed to fix most things that were broken 
at Manchester City but not their record at Anfield, which has remained dreadful. 
Since Boxing Day 1981, they had managed a single win in the red half of 
Merseyside and that was 13 years ago. 
Few of Manchester City’s Anfield defeats could have hurt as badly as this one. In 
what felt like one of the games of the season, Liverpool largely lived up to their 
pre-match billing while Manchester City emphatically did not. Once Gigi 
Wijnaldum put Liverpool ahead in the eighth minute, it was a lead they seldom 
looked like squandering. 
Like the new year fireworks that exploded over the stadium during the interval, it 
may be premature to make judgements but in the race to catch Antonio Conte’s 
remorseless machine, Liverpool look the better placed. They are six points rather 
than 10 adrift of Chelsea and they will not have the encumbrance of European 
football in the second half of the season. 
That Boxing Day defeat in 1981 left Liverpool 12th, nine points adrift of the 
leaders, Swansea, in the days when a win gave you two. Bob Paisley rallied his 
men to win the title and Jürgen Klopp finds himself in a better position. Pep 
Guardiola, in contrast, is nowhere near where he expected to be when 2017 
opens. 
Klopp versus Guardiola pitched them where they found themselves in the 
Bundesliga. Guardiola at the club with the money, Klopp in charge of a club that 
prides itself on its passion with Borussia Dortmund’s ‘Yellow Wall’ replaced by the 
red wall of Anfield’s Kop. Like the clashes between Bayern Munich and Dortmund, 
this seemed like a game between two teams at their peak. We were half right. 
Liverpool before the interval were exhilarating while Manchester City delivered 
their limpest 45 minutes of the season. 
Before this game, Guardiola had remarked that Klopp was probably the best 
manager in the world when it came to attacking play and Liverpool took just eight 
minutes to prove it. There were three Manchester City defenders around 
Wijnaldum when he moved to meet a deep and fabulously-delivered cross from 
Adam Lallana but none got near the Dutchman whose header thundered into the 
corner of Claudio Bravo’s net. 
When it came to picking up survivors from the wreckage of Newcastle United in 
May, Liverpool did better with Wijnaldum than Tottenham did with their £30m 
transfer of Moussa Sissoko. 
Manchester City have regularly conceded early goals under Guardiola and this 
was the sixth time they had done so in the opening quarter of an hour. This time, 
however, they seemed to have little idea how to claw their way back into the 
game. 
Raheem Sterling would have known what to expect on his return to Anfield. The 
booing was relentless and there were plenty of repetitions of football’s most 
inaccurate chant: “There’s only one greedy b*stard.” 
The anger from the stands did not inspire Sterling. There were a couple of insipid 
crosses and one moment when he tangled with Roberto Firmino by his own 
corner flag, got into terrible trouble and had to be rescued by Pablo Zabaleta. 
There was a lack of drive about much of Manchester City’s play. In any midfield 
square-up between Yaya Toure and Wijnaldum, you would back the great Ivorian 
but this time Wijnaldum flicked the ball over Toure with the kind of arrogance 
that was matched when Simon Mignolet, well out of his area, juggled the ball in 
front of Sergio Aguero. Returning for his first game since his dismissal in the 3-1 
defeat by Chelsea at the start of the month, Aguero touched the ball four times in 
the first half. Not even Gerd Müller in his pomp would have had an impact with 
service like that. 
He produced City’s first shot on target in the 54th minute, a low drive, lacking 
power, which rolled into Mignolet’s arms. Manchester City were better after that. 
They could scarcely have been worse. 
Teams 
Liverpool: (4-3-3) Mignolet; Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner; Wijnaldum, Henderson 
(Origi 64), Can; Mane (Lucas 89), Firmino, Lallana. Substitutes not used: Karius (g), 
Sturridge, Moreno, Ejaria, Alexander-Arnold. 
Manchester City: (4-2-3-1) Bravo, Zabaleta (Navas 86), Stones, Otamendi, Kolarov; 
Toure (Iheanacho 89), Fernandinho; Sterling, De Bruyne, Silva; Aguero. Substitutes 
not used: Caballero (g), Sagna, Fernando, Clichy, Garcia. 
Referee: Craig Pawson 
 

 

 
12 ANGRY MEN; Jury's out on Pep.. and the verdict from Yaya is that 
City must learn.. and fast 
LIVERPOOL 1 
Wijnaldum 8 
MANCITY 0 
THE sight of Pep Guardiola furiously slapping his fist into his palm an hour after 
the final whistle told its own story. 
The Manchester City manager was making an angry point about the lack of 
aggression in his side to his director of football and close ally Txiki Begiristain 
He repeatedly slapped a clenched fist against his palm, and then opened his arms 
wide in exasperated questioning of their approach - which confirmed the 
admission made by Blues star Yaya Toure after an embarrassing defeat by a 
superior Liverpool team. 
"Of course the manager was angry at half-time. When you are losing 
and Liverpool are the better side, it's not going to be happy at half-time," he said. 
Liverpool dominated the first half, scored a brilliant early goal when Georginio 
Wijnaldum converted a cross from Adam Lallana (below) after a flowing move, 
and then comfortably dealt with the inevitable second-half fightback from 
Guardiola's team. 
That left the Spanish coach wondering about the mental strength of his team and 
their ability to adopt the aggressive pressing game he employed at Barca and 
Bayern, and which his rival Jurgen Klopp has mastered at Anfield. 
Toure was one of the main culprits. He appeared listless and lacking in 
imagination as City failed to create a single chance despite the majority of 
possession in the second half. 
Guardiola must secretly doubt he can get this City squad playing the way he wants 
and some some serious surgery in the January transfer window looks inevitable - 
Southampton's Virgil van Dijk is one of the main targets. 
But Toure believes City will take their manager's anger and turn it into inspiration. 
"We have to recognise that Liverpool played well and deserved the three points, 
but we can learn from this and what the manager says about it," he added. 
"I think you have to ask him what he said, but when you lose games you are 
disappointed and you want to bounce back. 
"We don't want to let the gap grow between us and Liverpool, Arsenal and 
Tottenham. So now we have to react. 
"We are not going to give up. We will keep fighting to the end. We have to believe 
we can win the title - in football anything is possible." 
While City are clinging on to faint hope, this game showed Liverpool will almost 
certainly be the main challengers to Chelsea at the head of the table. 
And Wijnaldum (right) says he is ready to help them overhaul the Londoners. His 
header - only his second goal of the season - was perfect. And he wants to use it 
as the springboard for more goals in a Liverpool shirt despite playing much deeper 
than he's ever done in his career. 
"This is a different way of playing from my previous club but I still think I will reach 
double figures for the season," he said. 
"I'll do everything to get there but the most important thing is we win games. If I 
can help with my goals, that's even better. 
"If I don't score and play a good game I am still happy. But I still think I can score 
10 goals this season." 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ManchesterCity
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/LiverpoolFC
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'The message to Chelsea is clear... Reds are in this title race for the 
duration' 
Talk about signing off 2016 with a bang. The party started early at Anfield as 
Kopites enjoyed the perfect end to a thrilling year. At the final whistle Jurgen 
Klopp unleashed a flurry of fist pumps before racing on to the turf to embrace his 
triumphant players. The Reds boss knew the significance of a cherished victory 
which underlined his side's Premier League title credentials. Liverpool have played 
better and enjoyed more emphatic wins this season but none quite as crucial as 
this. When the stakes were high, they delivered to a man. The message sent to 
Stamford Bridge was loud and clear: Liverpool are going nowhere. They are in this 
race for the duration. In cutting Chelsea's lead at the top to six points, the Reds 
also delivered a telling blow to Manchester City's own hopes of glory. 
Pep Guardiola may have swept the board at Barcelona and Bayern Munich but he 
won't enjoy that kind of domination in the Premier League. 
The Spaniard was outfoxed by Klopp, whose tactical masterplan put one over his 
old foe and ensured Liverpool reached the halfway stage of the season in record-
breaking shape. Their tally of 43 points and their goal difference of plus 25 after 19 
matches is their best in the Premier League era. 
In any other year they would be looking down on the rest but Chelsea's run of 13 
straight wins means that's not the case. Liverpool can't concern themselves with 
events in West London, they just need to keep taking care of their own business so 
that when the Londoners stumble they're able to capitalise. The race is long. 
This was a heavyweight contest which didn't live up to the hype but Kopites won't 
care a jot about that. The Reds produced a first-half show of force during which 
they should have had more than Gini Wijnaldum's thumping header to show for 
their efforts. The second half was very different. It was all about grit and 
determination as City rallied and the hosts had to weather the storm. 
Defensively, Liverpool were outstanding. Centre-backs Ragnar Klavan and Dejan 
Lovren dealt expertly with everything thrown at them. 
James Milner was Raheem Sterling's worst nightmare as the left-back produced a 
faultless performance against his old club. City had 57% possession but did 
precious little with it. Simon Mignolet didn't have a serious save to make all night. 
Klopp sprung a surprise with his line-up as Emre Can was brought in at the expense 
of Divock Origi. Adam Lallana started on the left of a front three with the tireless 
Roberto Firmino returned to the No 9 role where he did so much damage earlier in 
the campaign. It was harsh on Origi, who had performed so well against Stoke, but 
it was a tactical tweak which worked a treat. The inclusion of Can added more bite 
to Liverpool's midfield. The Germany international shone alongside captain Jordan 
Henderson as they outworked and outplayed City duo Yaya Toure and 
Fernandinho. Can's presence gave Wijnaldum a licence to venture forward more 
than usual and the Dutchman made it count inside eight minutes. 
Firmino sent Lallana scampering away down the left and his cross was inch perfect. 
Wijnaldum soared above Aleksandar Kolarov to power an unstoppable header 
beyond Claudio Bravo. Anfield erupted. Wijnaldum deserved his hero status. He's 
been a massive hit since his summer move from Newcastle but much of his work 
has gone under the radar. This was a matchwinning contribution. 
Once in front Liverpool went on to boss the opening 45 minutes. 
Sergio Aguero sliced one effort wide after weaving into space but for the most part 
the returning City frontman was subdued. Klavan passed the biggest test of his 
Reds career with flying colours. Booked early on for a foul on Aguero, the 
experienced Estonian had no room for error. He had to time his challenges to 
perfection and didn't disappoint. Just as Liverpool have coped without Philippe 
Coutinho, they have also proved they can win without Joel Matip. They have 
strength in depth. It proved to be another chastening return to Anfield for Sterling. 
His every touch was booed mercilessly as the Kop bellowed: 'There's only one 
greedy *******.' A roar reverberated around the stadium when Milner got the 
better of him and it was a scenario which was repeated throughout. Sterling hardly 
got a kick. The irony won't have been lost on the Liverpool vice-captain that here 
he was shining at left-back against the club he left 18 months ago because he 
craved a central midfield role. But Milner is the ultimate team man and the way in 
which he has adjusted and flourished in the backline is testament to his 
professionalism. Liverpool were first to everything and should have added to their 
account before the interval. Bravo was lucky to get away with a woeful punch from 
Milner's free-kick, while Wijnaldum lashed a left-footer high and wide after being 
teed up by Lallana. Just before the half-hour mark Milner produced a classy lofted 
pass to release Firmino but the Brazilian's touch let him down. Can curled narrowly 
wide as City continued to chase shadows. Liverpool's confidence was epitomised 
by the sight of Mignolet racing out of his box and calming clipping the ball over 
Aguero. When the relentless pressing of Lallana and Firmino forced John Stones to 
play it back to Bravo, Anfield voiced its approval. 
The pace of the game was simply too much for Toure, who looked like a pensioner 
in this kind of company. Liverpool were all over the Ivorian and when he coughed 
up possession just before the break they should have made him pay. Frustratingly, 
Firmino delayed the pass and Lallana had strayed offside. 
City had to improve in the second half and they did. Guardiola's side were given a 
helping hand by some sloppy mistakes. It was all too frenetic. Anxiety levels in the  
 

stands continued to rise as City enjoyed a spell of sustained pressure. Aguero's 
strike was easy for Mignolet before David Silva drilled just wide. When Wijnaldum 
cleared straight to De Bruyne, the nerves were jangling still further. 
Liverpool weren't helped by the loss of Henderson, who was hampered by pain in 
his heel. The Reds skipper was replaced by Origi shortly after the hour mark. 
As City gambled in search of an equaliser, the Reds should have killed them off on 
the counter-attack. Mane infuriatingly took the wrong option when he ignored the 
claims of Origi to his right. Klopp's men were in need of a lift late on as fatigue set 
in and all four sides of Anfield provided it by cranking up the decibel levels to help 
see them home. Liverpool got what they deserved. They enter 2017 in rude health. 
Man of the match: James Milner. Outstanding against his former club. Ensured it 
was a miserable night for Raheem Sterling. 
LIVERPOOL: Mignolet, Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner, Henderson (Origi 64), 
Wijnaldum, Can, Lallana, Mane (Lucas 90), Firmino. Subs : Karius, Moreno, 
Alexander-Arnold, Ejaria, Sturridge. BOOKINGS: Klavan, Can. GOAL: Wijnaldum (8). 
MANCHESTER CITY: Bravo, Zabaleta (Navas 86), Stones, Otamendi, Kolarov, 
Fernandinho, Toure (Iheanacho 89), Sterling, Silva, De Bruyne, Aguero. Subs: 
Caballero, Sagna, Clichy, Fernando, Garcia. BOOKING: Otamendi. 
REF: Craig Pawson. ATT: 53,120 
 

 
Pep Guardiola was supposed to be the man to lead Manchester City to Champions 
League glory. 
But at the start of 2017 he needs a near miracle to just to triumph domestically. 
A 1-0 defeat to Liverpool leaves them 10 points behind runaway leaders Chelsea - 
showing little sign of producing the type of consistency required to claw back such 
a gap. 
Heading into the New Year - only Guardiola can answer how things have managed 
to come to this. 
And whether he can provide the midas touch that saw him arrive at the Etihad 
with such fanfare. 
Once again City’s frailties were brutally exposed by a Liverpool team who didn’t 
even need to be at the their best to take all three points. 
It took just eight minutes for Jurgen Klopp’s team to exploit a fragile rearguard 
that seems certain to end Guardiola’s hopes of delivering the Premier League title 
in his first season in English football. 
Adam Lallana was given too much time to cross from the left - and Georginio 
Wijnaldum was given the freedom to head home despite being outnumbered by 
about four to one in the box. 
City are simply too easy to score against. 
But their failure to open up a notoriously brittle Liverpool rearguard is just 
another issue for Guardiola to address in the second half of the campaign. 
The Catalan arrived at the Etihad with the intention of moulding the club in his 
own image. 
But midway through his first campaign they look a pale imitation of the all-
conquering teams he produced at Barcelona and Bayern Munich. 
If anything - a big job is getting bigger by the day. 
In a December that was always going to be daunting, City have faced three of 
their expected title rivals in Chelsea, Arsenal and Liverpool - losing twice. 
Add in the horror show against champions Leicester and it has been a bleak 
winter for Guardiola. 
His reputation and record means he deserves time to stamp his print on this club. 
But it is reasonable to ask just how much they have improved since the days of 
Manuel Pellegrini. 
And who would have expected City’s title race to be all but run so early in the 
campaign? 
Next summer now looks pivotal to Guardiola’s aim to overhaul the squad he 
inherited from Pellegrini - and assemble one more capable of mounting a genuine 
title challenge. 
With the knockout stages of the Champions League to come - there still remains 
the chance of success. 
But it is a measure of their domestic plight that Europe now looks their best hope 
of major silverware. 

 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jurgen-klopp
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jurgen-klopp
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/liverpool-fc
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/all-about/pep-guardiola
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/all-about/manchester-city-fc
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/man-city-liverpool-player-ratings-12390473
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Georginio Wijnaldum header secures crucial win to keep leaders 
Chelsea in sight 
We will only know in May how this fixture impacted on the title swing-o-meter, 
but this felt like the evening Liverpool’s belief soared. Georginio Wijnaldum’s 
winning goal means it is they, not Manchester City, heading into the New Year as 
Chelsea’s closest rivals. Pep Guardiola’s first season in English football may now 
be filed under the heading ‘transitional’, a ten point gap to the leaders ensuring 
he must be looking over the shoulder before he can afford the luxury of thinking 
too far ahead. For the victors, 2017 will begin with the resolve a 27 year title 
drought can end. Liverpool do not often win games in this way - their defensive 
excellence came to the fore after they’d secured a decisive early lead – but 
they’re making a habit of winning these types of games. 
Against their top six rivals, they have now taken 11 from 15 points available and 
should have won the two they drew against Tottenham and Manchester United. 
Three of those teams around them must come to Anfield in 2017. But for those 
stupid mistakes against the Premier League’s ‘b’ teams (Burnley and 
Bournemouth) the situation would be even healthier. 
Liverpool have never had so many points at the halfway stage in the Premier 
League era (43), nor have they scored this many goals (46). It is only the third time 
since 1992 they’ve even been in the top two on New Year’s Day. Little wonder 
Klopp said he ‘could not imagine being more happy’ having seen his side produce 
a performance that required a different characteristic to so many others. If early 
season victories evoked memories of the attacking excellence when Brendan 
Rodgers’ side went so close in 2014, this was more like the vintage of Rafa 
Benitez’s near miss in 2009. Matchwinner Wijnaldum shone in midfield, but Klopp 
will be giving the extra bear hugs to centre-backs Dejan Lovren and Ragnar Klavan 
who ensured City barely registered a shot.  This was a thrilling, slug-fest of game 
that lived up to its billing, even if the technical excellence broadly surrendered to 
sheer panic in the most vibrant of atmospheres. Once Liverpool led, it became an 
exhibition of attack versus counter-attack. The magnitude of the occasion 
embraced everything in the most anxious fixture of the campaign. It’s doubtful 
even the Bundesliga meetings between these A-list managers were so infected by 
tension. The home celebrations and City dejection underlined how high the 
stakes, even if it is premature for many conclusions about where these clubs will 
finish. What was evident is while Liverpool were able to penetrate, City were 
powderpuff – all promise with no substance.  Liverpool were multi-faceted, a side 
made of disparate, complementary elements. City looked one paced and one-
dimensional, their passing plodding and lacking imagination and enough 
penetration. Sergio Aguero was often isolated. Guardiola’s men enjoyed plenty of 
encouraging spells when they monopolised the ball, but too often it felt like they 
were playing keepy-up against a brick wall.  The first eight minutes were a 
microcosm of Guardiola’s problems as he tries to mould a side fitting his 
reputation, as Liverpool had barely exchanged a pass but found themselves a goal 
up. Adam Lallana found space on the left ring and delivered the perfect cross for 
the advancing Wijnaldum. The aerial contest with Aleksander Kolarov was a 
mismatch. So the theme was established, City probing and toiling to make their 
possession stats meaningful while Liverpool countered with purpose, even if poise 
deserted them the longer the game went on. It seemed inconceivable this would 
be the only goal. City had recalled Aguero following his suspension, the 
figurehead of a potentially destructive attack, but the visitors’ defence often 
looked vulnerable. Vincent Kompany decided to watch with the City fans in the 
Anfield Road End. City’s need for their captain to be sixty yards further forward 
was all too evident as Wijnaldum headed Liverpool’s winning goal. Emre Can 
surprise inclusion at the expense of Divock Origi was a surprise, but here we saw 
its merit. It enabled Wijnaldum to push further forward, the home side far more 
willing to play to the circumstances rather than a theology. 
When Guardiola first met Klopp in Germany it was the Spanish coach who 
compromised, abandoning the short game for the direct approach. Here, it was 
Klopp who successfully tinkered with a winning formula. It was as much a sign of 
the mutual respect as Klopp hunting his opponent for a pre-match embrace.  
Liverpool must have played more long balls in one half than the entire season, 
ready to exploit City’s discomfort when the ball bobbles near their centre-backs. 
There was a method to Liverpool’s approach and their football was still eye-
catching in areas that could inflict damage.  Only carelessness prevented the 
carving of further clear-cut chances. Roberto Firmino failed to control a superb 
James Milner pass when he would have had an easy chip over the advancing 
Bravo. Then Firmino hesitated before sending Lallana through for another one-on-
one just before half-time, the linesman’s flag intervening to Klopp’s 
consternation. It took 53 minutes for City to register their first shot on target – 
more in hope than expectation from Aguero straight at Mignolet from 25 yards. 
 Silva was closer from the edge of the penalty area but the most encouraging 
moment for the visitors was the early departure of Jordan Henderson with a heel 
complaint – Klopp reassuring it is not a recurrence of the injury that kept him out 
of much of last season. Henderson had been outstanding in front of his back four, 
reinvented as Liverpool’s version of N’golo Kante, snuffing out the danger from 
David Silva and Kevin De Bruyne. City needed more from their artists. Raheem 
Sterling received a predictably hostile reception and was shut down by James 
Milner.  Yaya Toure’s recent renaissance did not extend to making an impression 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2016/12/31/jurgen-klopp-got-better-pep-guardiola-liverpools-win-man-city/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2016/12/31/jurgen-klopp-got-better-pep-guardiola-liverpools-win-man-city/
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on a game of this magnitude. It would be foolish to write off City’s chances on the 
basis of this result, but they look a work in progress. Both managers sounded like 
they knew the consequences of this result. For Guardiola, the hunt continues to 
locate an end product. Klopp was thinking about the gap to the top. “Can you 
imagine how annoying it is when you win 13 games in a row and there is one 
team only six points behind?” On and off the pitch, Liverpool are still sending 
message to Chelsea. 

 
 

 
Superior Liverpool prove title credentials against slack City 
These are the moments when Liverpool's supporters must hold genuine hope that 
their team is still capable of catching and overhauling Chelsea at the top of the 
table. 
There is a six-point gap but the Premier League's second-placed team look 
absolutely convinced they have what it takes and, in the process, they managed 
to inflict significant damage on another of the teams who began the season with 
lofty ambitions. 
Jurgen Klopp's men had to withstand some concerted pressure after switching to 
a more conservative system, playing on the break, during the second half. Yet it 
would be generous on Manchester City, however much they improved in that 
period, to argue they deserved anything more considering the story of the 90 
minutes. 
Liverpool played with great panache at times and, in other periods, they showed 
the kind of durability that will be mandatory to sustain a title challenge. What 
never shifted was their impeccable attitude whereas City, in stark contrast, took 
an age to get going. 
Georginio Wijnaldum's eighth-minute goal inflicted the damage and the 10-match 
winning sequence with which Pep Guardiola introduced himself at his new club is 
starting to feel like a deception. This was another erratic performance and, 
however it is dressed up, City's owners did not bring in Guardiola to be 10 points 
adrift at the halfway point of the season. 
Liverpool have scored 87 league goals in 2016, their highest figure since managing 
the same in 1985. More importantly, there was more evidence here that if 
anyone can chase down Chelsea it is the team that last won the league in 1990. 
Anfield certainly felt like a happy place. At one point Roberto Firmino could be 
seen miscontrolling the ball to concede a throw-in and there was still warm 
applause. The crowd could see a team that was giving everything and, more than 
anything, a set of players who looked absolutely determined to show they were 
the superior side. 
For long spells, they did exactly that - quick to the ball, strong in the tackle and 
playing to the sensible theory that if City's defence are placed under pressure a 
mistake will generally follow. City have kept four clean sheets from their 19 
league fixtures in the Guardiola era but it was also rare to see them looking as 
incoherent in attack as they did throughout the opening 45 minutes. Raheem 
Sterling, facing his former club, seemed disorientated by the crowd's jeers. David 
Silva could be seen misplacing passes and Sergio Aguero found it difficult at times 
on his return from a four-match suspension. 
Liverpool passed the ball with greater authority and by half-time they were 
probably entitled to think they might have been further ahead. Firmino, a 
constant menace despite his occasional carelessness, would have left himself a 
clear run at goal if he had controlled one pass from James Milner and shortly 
before the interval there was a two-on-one break for Liverpool. Yaya Toure had 
been caught on the ball, with Firmino and Adam Lallana snapping at his feet. 
Firmino rushed his pass and the offside flag went up but that break seemed to 
epitomise the way the home side attacked the game. 
It was a lovely goal that gave them the lead and perhaps the best compliment 
that can be paid to Wijnaldum is that there are Liverpool supporters of a certain 
generation who will remember John Toshack scoring headers of this nature. It 
was a prodigious leap but, more than anything, it was the sheer will on his part to 
meet Lallana's cross with the necessary blend of power and precision. His header 
flashed past Claudio Bravo and Liverpool had scored for the 23rd successive top-
division fixture on their own ground. 
Perhaps City had an argument that Ragnar Klavan, having already been booked 
for a challenge on Aguero, might have been shown a second yellow card shortly 
before the goal. Yet any grievance on their part does not alter the fact that they 
made a near-comedic mess of the free-kick. Toure's decision to aim it out to the 
left wing was strange in itself before Aleksandar Kolarov's clumsy touch gave the 
ball to Firmino. City were vulnerable as soon as Firmino played the initial forward 
pass, giving Lallana the chance to make ground on the left and Kolarov's ignominy 
was compounded by the fact that when he made it back to the penalty area he 
was the player Wijnaldum outjumped. 
Liverpool's confidence could be summed up early in the second half when Jordan 
Henderson took it upon himself to nutmeg Kevin De Bruyne. Shortly afterwards, 
Kolarov could be seen directing a throw-in straight to an opposition player. City 
looked rushed and accident-prone - which is precisely what their opponents 
wanted them to be. 
It was not until the game was approaching the hour mark before City started to 
pass the ball with their usual speed and clarity. Silva aimed a left-foot shot wide 
and for the first time, with City finally showing a degree of urgency, there was 
apprehension among the home supporters. 
Sterling's early anxiety disappeared in the remainder of the game. Now he 
reminded his old club of his threat. Silva switched to a central role and De Bruyne 
also became increasingly influential. Yet City have not won at Anfield since 2003 
and the evening finished with Klopp embracing his players, blowing kisses to the 
crowd and looking forward to 2017. 

 

http://www.independent.ie/news-topics/liverpool/
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Liverpool maintained their pursuit of Premier League leaders Chelsea as they 
moved to within six points of the pacesetters with victory over Manchester City at 
Anfield. Georginio Wijnaldum's soaring eighth-minute header from Adam 
Lallana's cross was enough to put Liverpool in second place and put a serious dent 
in City's own title challenge. Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp led the celebrations 
at the end of a game that was high on energy but sadly lacking in any moments of 
genuine quality. City, who laboured throughout, improved in the second half but 
never seriously threatened Liverpool goalkeeper Simon Mignolet and this loss 
leaves them 10 points adrift of Chelsea. 
Klopp gets better of Pep 
This was the first Premier League meeting between two huge personalities 
straight from the top tier of management - and it brought a victory for Jurgen 
Klopp to cherish at Pep Guardiola's expense. The head-to-head was locked at 4-4 
after their meetings in Germany with Borussia Dortmund and Bayern Munich. This 
was a different stage with different prizes on offer - but it was an occasion that 
was just as charged. Klopp, in 15 months, has revitalised Liverpool and given hope 
to supporters longing to end the wait for a first title since 1990. And as they 
continue their pursuit of relentless Chelsea, belief continues to grow that the 
charismatic German can still haul in Antonio Conte's side. 
Liverpool's manager was, as usual, celebrating with his players after the final 
whistle before pumping his chest in mock relief in front of Anfield's huge new 
Main Stand. And, when City fleetingly threatened a second-half comeback, he 
turned cheerleader in front of those same fans with a demand to lift the noise 
levels that was met instantly. Klopp has become the new Anfield talisman. Under 
him, the transformation of his team and the mood around the club continues. 
Something else that will give Liverpool's fans great heart is the way in which Klopp 
is getting results against his closest rivals. Since his appointment in October 2015, 
Klopp has faced a total of 13 Premier League games against Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Manchester City, Manchester United and Tottenham. He has lost only one - a 
single goal defeat by United last season. He has also enjoyed a Europa League win 
over two legs against United, although the balance is redressed slightly by a loss 
on penalties against Manchester City in last season's Capital One Cup final. 
Can Liverpool win the Premier League? 
Liverpool - and indeed Manchester City - are having to run to stand still in the 
Premier League title race, with Chelsea stretching their winning run to 13 games 
as they beat Stoke City earlier on Saturday. It meant this was a game both sides 
needed to win - hence the contrasting emotions of Klopp and Guardiola at the 
final whistle. Liverpool are underdogs but six points is still a gap that can be closed 
and Chelsea have to visit Anfield on 31 January. Klopp's players have shown 
strength of character with their response to setbacks earlier this month, when 
they lost 4-3 at Bournemouth and drew 2-2 at home to West Ham. 
They have also shown they can win in different ways. Recent victories over 
Middlesbrough and Stoke showcased a free-flowing style. At Everton and against 
City, they toughed it out - and answered questions about a supposedly vulnerable 
defence. It is evidence that Liverpool must be taken very seriously as title 
challengers. 
Are City's title hopes over? 
It is far too early to dismiss a manager of Guardiola's ability - and a team of City's 
talents - in terms of the Premier League title race. However, the 10-point gap 
between themselves and Chelsea is starting to look as if it will only be overturned 
by extraordinary events. City were too timid for too long here at Anfield. Sergio 
Aguero - returning after a four-match ban - was starved of service, while Kevin de 
Bruyne was marginalised and largely snuffed out by Liverpool's intense pressing 
style. It was still David Silva who called the shots when they did put some moves 
together after the break but Yaya Toure could not exert serious influence. 
Guardiola's task should at least be put in context. City were a team short on 
inspiration and spark for much of last season under Manuel Pellegrini. Perhaps it 
was too much to expect even a manager of Guardiola's pedigree to apply an 
instant fix. City should never be ruled out. But on the evidence of this flat 
performance - and the growing sense that significant renewal of the squad is still 
needed - dragging back Chelsea may be beyond them for this season. 
Man of the match - Georginio Wijnaldum 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp: "I know everyone talks about our defence. It's 
not about avoiding goals - that's the end product - it's about how we work 
together. "I think we have the smallest number of shots on our goal in the league. 
Tonight the concentration level was outstanding. "I don't care about criticism of 
our defence. You always pick out things that aren't right but that's how goals are." 
Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola: "It was an equal game. The goal made it 
difficult against a team who use the counter-attack like a master. The second half 
was much better. "We have to wake up for another game. We need to focus and 
work - we can't think about the big goals." 
Match of the Day analysis 
Former England defender Phil Neville: "It was a poor game. I was so disappointed 
by how poorly Manchester City passed the ball. They didn't get back into shape 
quick enough. "Aleksandar Kolarov should have been winning that header against 
Georginio Wijnaldum. They were really poor in possession and well off the pace. 
Full credit to Liverpool, they set up deeper and didn't let City have possession." 

 

Reds rule - the stats 
Liverpool have won four consecutive league games against Manchester City for 
the first time since 1981 (when they managed a run of seven). 
Pep Guardiola has now suffered twice as many league defeats this season (four) 
as he did in the entire 2015-16 Bundesliga campaign with Bayern Munich (two). 
Manchester City have kept just four clean sheets in their 19 Premier League 
games under Guardiola. 
Liverpool have scored 87 league goals in 2016; their most in a calendar year since 
1985 (also 87). 
Adam Lallana has made seven assists in the Premier League this season (in 17 
appearances); his most in a single campaign. 
Lallana also ends 2016 having been involved in 21 goals in the Premier League (11 
goals, 10 assists); no midfielder in the competition has had a hand in more. 
What's next? 
A swift turnaround. City host Burnley at 15:00 GMT on Monday, while at the same 
time Liverpool are at struggling Sunderland. 
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Match ends, Liverpool 1, Manchester City 0. 
90'+6' Second Half ends, Liverpool 1, Manchester City 0. 
90'+6' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
90'+5' Delay in match (Manchester City. 
90'+5' Foul by Sergio Agüero (Manchester City. 
90'+5' Dejan Lovren (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+4' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jesús Navas. 
90'+3' Nicolás Otamendi (Manchester City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
90'+3' Foul by Nicolás Otamendi (Manchester City. 
90'+3' Divock Origi (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
89' Substitution, Liverpool. Lucas Leiva replaces Sadio Mané. 
89' Substitution, Manchester City. Kelechi Iheanacho replaces Yaya Touré. 
88' Foul by Fernandinho (Manchester City. 
88' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
86' Substitution, Manchester City. Jesús Navas replaces Pablo Zabaleta. 
82' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Kolarov. 
82' Attempt blocked. Divock Origi (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
80' Foul by Pablo Zabaleta (Manchester City. 
80' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
79' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by James Milner. 
79' Foul by Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City. 
79' Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
77' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by Emre Can. 
76' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by Dejan Lovren. 
75' Emre Can (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
75' Raheem Sterling (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
75' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
71' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by Nathaniel Clyne. 
70' Raheem Sterling (Manchester City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
70' Foul by Adam Lallana (Liverpool. 
70' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by John Stones. 
66' David Silva (Manchester City wins a free kick on the left wing. 
66' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
64' Sergio Agüero (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
64' Foul by Adam Lallana (Liverpool. 
64' Substitution, Liverpool. Divock Origi replaces Jordan Henderson because of an injury. 
63' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
62' Delay in match Jordan Henderson (Liverpool because of an injury. 
60' Kevin De Bruyne (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
60' Foul by Dejan Lovren (Liverpool. 
59' Attempt saved. Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City left footed shot from outside 
the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Kevin De Bruyne with a cross. 
58' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
57' Attempt missed. Raheem Sterling (Manchester City right footed shot from a difficult 
angle on the right is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Yaya Touré with a through 
ball. 
55' Attempt missed. David Silva (Manchester City left footed shot from outside the box 
is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Fernandinho. 
54' Attempt saved. Sergio Agüero (Manchester City left footed shot from outside the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by David Silva. 
46' Attempt missed. Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box misses to the left. Assisted by Roberto Firmino with a cross. 
46' Attempt blocked. Raheem Sterling (Manchester City left footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. 
 Second Half begins Liverpool 1, Manchester City 0. 
45'+2' First Half ends, Liverpool 1, Manchester City 0. 
45'+1' Raheem Sterling (Manchester City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
45'+1' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
45'+1' Foul by Yaya Touré (Manchester City. 
45'+1' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
44' Offside, Liverpool. Roberto Firmino tries a through ball, but Adam Lallana is caught 
offside. 
42' Corner, Manchester City. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
42' Attempt blocked. Kevin De Bruyne (Manchester City left footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. 
39' Attempt missed. Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City left footed shot from the left 
side of the box misses to the right. Assisted by David Silva. 
37' Foul by Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City. 
37' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
33' Yaya Touré (Manchester City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
33' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
32' Foul by Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City. 
32' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
31' Foul by Raheem Sterling (Manchester City. 
31' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
30' Offside, Manchester City. Nicolás Otamendi tries a through ball, but Sergio Agüero is 
caught offside. 
30' Pablo Zabaleta (Manchester City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
30' Foul by Adam Lallana (Liverpool. 
30' Attempt missed. Emre Can (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is high 
and wide to the right. Assisted by Adam Lallana. 
26' Attempt missed. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the 
box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Adam Lallana. 
24' Foul by Fernandinho (Manchester City. 

 
 
24' Adam Lallana (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
22' Offside, Manchester City. Nicolás Otamendi tries a through ball, but Sergio Agüero is 
caught offside. 
21' Offside, Liverpool. Jordan Henderson tries a through ball, but Adam Lallana is caught 
offside. 
21' Nicolás Otamendi (Manchester City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
21' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
16' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandar Kolarov. 
12' Foul by Fernandinho (Manchester City. 
12' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
11' Attempt missed. Sergio Agüero (Manchester City right footed shot from outside the 
box misses to the left. Assisted by Raheem Sterling. 
10' Foul by Pablo Zabaleta (Manchester City. 
10' Adam Lallana (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
8' Goal! Liverpool 1, Manchester City 0. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool header from 
the centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Adam Lallana with a cross. 
7' Fernandinho (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
7' Foul by Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool. 
7' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
7' Sergio Agüero (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
7' Foul by Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool. 
2' Attempt blocked. Aleksandar Kolarov (Manchester City left footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. 
1' Raheem Sterling (Manchester City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
1' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 
 


