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Rodgers admits to Lucas mistake but Villa are baffled by Suarez's fall  
Liverpool will intensify efforts this week to sign Mohamed Salah, the 21-year-old 
Egyptian winger whom Basel rate at pounds 12m. More ingenuity, more 
excitement and more depth are always welcome, though they are not necessarily 
the priorities for Brendan Rodgers on the evidence of another Anfield trial by 
Aston Villa. 
Like Lloyd Bridges's character in Airplane!, who picked the wrong week to give up 
smoking, amphetamines and sniffing glue, Rodgers chose an inopportune time to 
promote Liverpool's title claims, Steven Gerrard's development as a deep-lying 
midfielder in the Andrea Pirlo class and then to rest Lucas Leiva. And the wrong 
opponents. "Probably across the board we were not very good," 
the Liverpool manager conceded. "Myself included." 
Villa's midfield diamond and front two prospered as an 
imbalanced Liverpool toiled without the Brazilian midfielder's astute protection. 
They resembled a cohesive, potent unit for the 21 second-half minutes Lucas was 
on the pitch. His exit with a knee injury after an innocuous collision with Fabian 
Delph may have serious repercussions for Liverpool's campaign - and perhaps 
January's transfer business - should scans confirm the worst. "It's in God's hands," 
tweeted Lucas after leaving Anfield on crutches. 
It would be wrong, however, to pin a disjointed Liverpool performance and 
anxiety-strewn draw on one selection decision by Rodgers. "For me, the system is 
irrelevant," he said. "The style will always be maintained to control and dominate 
games. I felt we could be aggressive and our front two would give them a problem 
but we never got control of midfield and we couldn't build from behind." 
For the second successive season, Paul Lambert's team defied recent form and 
any confidence issues to impose themselves at Anfield. The Villa manager 
dropped and disciplined Matt Lowton for arriving late for training on Friday. 
Saturday was shaping into Groundhog Day for Liverpool, with Villa on course to 
repeat last season's 3-1 triumph after Andreas Weimann and the dominant 
Christian Benteke converted crosses from Gabriel Agbonlahor before an aghast 
Kop. 
Daniel Sturridge gave Liverpool hope when he converted Jordan Henderson's 
exquisite flick in first-half stoppage time, before Gerrard rescued a point from the 
penalty spot. The captain's fourth successful spot kick of the season followed a 
piercing pass to the feet of Luis Suarez, two moments that redeemed a poor first-
half offering and demonstrated the 33-year-old is not done in the final third yet. 
But that was secondary to the controversy over Jon Moss's decision to award a 
penalty for a slight touch by the Villa goalkeeper, Brad Guzan, on Suarez. 
Villa, to a man, were adamant Suarez played for the penalty. Liverpool, to a man, 
were convinced it was a spot-kick. That showed just how unclear-cut was an 
incident that prompted vile abuse of Stan Collymore on Twitter for standing in the 
Villa camp. 
Only one person really knows and that is Suarez. And according to Guzan, Suarez 
did not know. The mystery continues. 
"I was pretty confident in myself that I hadn't touched him so I said to him: 'Did I 
touch you?' He said: 'I don't know.' That's the honest truth of it," said the USA 
international. "I thought at the time that I'd pulled my hands back and having 
seen it again on TV I don't think I made contact with him. Whether the referee 
saw that I'm not sure, I don't know where his position was, but from my point of 
view it was a soft penalty. I think Suarez was probably a bit surprised as well to 
see it given. Sometimes they go for you and sometimes they don't. Unfortunately 
for us it didn't." 
In truth, the turning point had arrived earlier, in the 30th minute to be exact, 
when Agbonlahor tumbled over the advertising hoardings in front of the Kop, 
sustaining the injury that curtailed his movement and eventually his involvement 
early in the second half. Agbonlahor's pace and composure on the ball, allied to 
Benteke's touch and aerial prowess, had demolished theLiverpool defence until 
that point and Villa could have been three goals to the good - through 
Agbonlahor, the commanding Ashley Westwood and a Ciaran Clark header against 
the post - before Weimann struck. 
"I don't think we get the credit at certain times, I really don't," Lambert said. 
"They have been knocked unfairly in certain aspects but they have been excellent 
for me. I don't know where we were in the league this time last year but we 
certainly weren't 10th. I think there is a misconception about the way we are 
going at the moment." 
Man of the match Christian Benteke (Aston Villa) 
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SAS roar to rescue but Villa expose Reds' flaws 
LIVERPOOL 2 
Sturridge 45 Gerrard 53 (pen) 
ASTON VILLA 2 
Weimann 25 Benteke 36 
ANOTHER game, another boost to their ultra-impressive statistics. 
In front of the man who labelled them the Dynamic Duo, Daniel Sturridge and Luis 
Suarez reaffirmed their importance toLiverpool. 
With Liverpool owner John W Henry making a rare visit to Anfield, Sturridge's goal 
against Aston Villa took the partnership's combined total to 18 in nine Barclays 
Premier League matches, while Suarez won a penalty that sparked a big debate 
over whether he had dived after goalkeeper Brad Guzan rushed from his line. 
Steven Gerrard converted from the spot to clinch the draw. 
Scratch beneath the surface, however, and this potent double act is going to pose 
Brendan Rodgers a conundrum for the rest of the campaign. 
No manager in his right mind would break up a duo that average two goals per 
game but what about their impact on the team in general? Rodgers made a bold 
decision against Villa, dropping Lucas Leiva - Liverpool's defensive shield -- to play 
Sturridge. 
But Villa exploited the space around Gerrard, who acknowledged his first 45 
minutes were 'not the best', and Jordan Henderson to race 2-0 ahead. A reshuffle 
after Villa's second -- a stooping header from Christian Benteke after Andreas 
Weimann had opened the scoring -- stemmed the tide and Liverpool clambered 
back into the contest when operating with a back three and Lucas was introduced 
at half-time. 
But Rodgers must find a way of deploying the SAS that does not leave his team 
exposed if he is to lead Liverpool into the Champions League. 'We will look at it 
game by game,' said Rodgers, who is sweating on the knee injury that forced off 
Lucas 20 minutes after he was introduced. 'I felt we could be aggressive but we 
never got control of midfield. We were not very good, myself included. So we 
needed to change the structure. The players got something when maybe at 2-0 
we thought we would not.' 
There has been much for Liverpool to be positive about so far but to keep on 
track, the errors that have been creeping in must be eliminated -- not least from 
keeper Simon Mignolet, who was culpable for Benteke's goal. 
'He's an outstanding keeper and you don't lose your talent,' said Rodgers. 'But he 
will be disappointed with the second goal. It was a basic cross and he should have 
dealt with it.' 
If Rodgers was relieved, his friend and opposite number Paul Lambert was 
frustrated. Villa's performance was arguably the best from a visiting team all 
season at Anfield and with better fortune, they would have repeated last season's 
3-1 win. 'We gave it a go and I thought we were excellent,' said Lambert, whose 
side are now in the top half. This team has been knocked unfairly in certain 
aspects. But, for me, they have been excellent.' 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Mignolet 6; Johnson 6, Toure 5, Skrtel 7, Cissokho 5; Sterling 
6, Gerrard 6, Henderson 7, Coutinho 5 (Lucas 46min, 6; Allen 66, 6); Sturridge 6, 
Suarez 7. Subs not used: Jones, Alberto, Aspas, Moses, Kelly. Booked: Sterling. 
ASTON VILLA (4-3-3): Guzan 6; Bacuna 7, Vlaar 7, Clark 7, Bertrand 6 (Luna 81); 
Weimann 7, El Ahmadi 7 (Sylla 64, 6), Westwood 7; Agbonlahor 8 (Holt 49, 6), 
Benteke 8, Delph 7. Subs not used: Helenius, Albrighton, Steer, Gardner. Booked: 
Clark, El Ahmadi, Bertrand, Bacuna. 
Man of the match: Gabriel Agbonlahor. Referee: Jonathan Moss 7. 
 

 
Luis Suárez’s cunning in the penalty area rescued a point to keep Liverpool in the 
top four of the Premier League. With his side trailing to a game Aston Villa, in the 
52nd minute Suárez galloped into the box in pursuit of an over hit forward pass 
from Steven Gerrard. As Villa’s keeper Brad Guzan advanced, Suárez flicked the 
ball beyond his dive and everyone in the stadium knew what was coming next. 
There was the slightest of contact and the Uruguayan ensured a positive outcome 
with the kind of exaggerated tumble that would earn him maximum points on 
Tom Daley’s Splash. 
“Brad used his experience to pull his arm away,” said Villa’s manager Paul 
Lambert of the collision. “But the referee’s got a split-second decision to make.” 
“It was,” said his opposite number Brendan Rodgers, “a Uruguayan penalty.” 
Lambert may have been philosophical, but how the Liverpool owner John Henry, 
at Anfield for the first time this season, must have been relieved by his best 
player’s initiative. Sitting in the front row of the directors’ box, for 45 minutes 
Henry must have wondered about the accuracy of the reports he was getting 
across the Atlantic of Liverpool’s coruscating first half of the season. This was not 
the performance of a side apparently in contention for the title. 
“I didn’t think we were anywhere near our level in the first half,” was Rodgers’s 
assessment. “But you have to give credit to Aston Villa. I thought their front two 
were excellent.” 
From the off Aston Villa appeared determined to spoil Henry’s visit. In the first 
minute, Gabriel Agbonlahor hinted at what was to come when he burst on to 
Christian Benteke’s shrewd flick, and drove at Simon Mignolet. His shot, however, 
slipped past the post. Villa continued as if determined to follow up their victory 
here last season. With the debutant Ryan Bertrand marauding down Liverpool’s 
right, and with Agbonlahor’s pace constantly alarming Kolo Toure and Martin 
Skrtel, the visitors were in control. 
Then, in the 27th minute, a clearance from defence found its way to Benteke, 
who held the ball for a moment before sending Agbonlahor in behind Toure with 
a deliciously inviting pass. The erstwhile England forward stretched away from the 
Ivorian, crossed and there was Andreas Weimann, to slide in the goal. He looked a 
stride offside, but it was a neat finish. 
For the watching Henry, worse was soon to follow. Just eight minutes later, 
Agbonlahor managed to be first to Karim El Ahmadi’s pass down the line and 
swung in a cross which Mignolet, confused by Skrtel’s presence, merely slapped 
on to a surprised Benteke. The Villa man – recently bereft in front of goal – stilled 
his astonishment at such a gift to stoop and head in the second. 
“I thought in the first half we should have been out of sight,” said Lambert. “I 
thought we played better this year than we did last year, when we won 2-1.” 
Perhaps inspired by the owner’s presence, it was then that Liverpool’s man of the 
season decided action was required. It had been a frustrating half for Suárez. His 
flicks and feints weren’t being read by colleagues, passes to him were too long, he 
suffered the indignity of being elbowed in the side of the head by Villa’s full back 
Leandro Bacuna. But even when stewing in fury, Suárez is capable of changing 
things. In first-half stoppage time, with Villa supporters giving a cheery olé! to a 
sequence of passes by their side, he suddenly emerged from his side’s trough. 
Galloping at the Villa defence he speared a pass at Henderson, whose beautifully 
timed back heel sent in Daniel Sturridge to flick the ball over Brad Guzan. 
Suárez set about Villa in the second half with his customary dash. In the 52nd 
minute he charged into the area, Guzan approached him and the inevitable 
ensued: Steven Gerrard dispatching the penalty. “I thought it was a penalty, once 
he’s touched it round him, his body’s made contact,” reckoned Rodgers. 
By now, the view from the directors’ box was growing more comfortable. Without 
ever dominating, Liverpool appeared to be finding their rhythm. Sterling began to 
gallop, Sturridge was full of tricks, Henderson took control of the midfield. 
Liverpool’s sense of renewal would have been encouraged by the sight of 
Agbonlahor limping off to be replaced by Grant Holt to make his Villa debut. The 
former Norwich man, on loan from Wigan, has his qualities. But winning a sprint 
against Toure isn’t one of them. 
It seemed from there Liverpool must win to send the boss home to Boston happy. 
Yet, somehow the final onslaught never came. Villa began to seize more of the 
possession, getting the ball more frequently into Holt and Benteke, killing off the 
game as Liverpool simply could not make their resurgence pay. The closest they 
came was in the 75th minute, when Suárez fizzed a free kick from forty yards just 
past Guzan’s post. When Sturridge in a position to win it, he shot tamely at the 
Villa keeper, the home fans began to pour for the exits, their team’s title 
credentials undermined by Villa’s insistence. As they left, the visiting fans were 
chanting long and loud at the delicious arrival at a point few can have anticipated. 
Liverpool 4-2-3-1 Mignolet; Johnson, Toure, Skrtel, Cissokho; Gerrard, Henderson; 
Sterling, Coutinho (Lucas 45, Allen 66), Suárez; Sturridge. Subs Jones, Alberto, 
Aspas, Moses, Kelly. 
Aston Villa 4-3-1-2 Guzan; Bacuna (Sylla 61), Clark, Vlaar, Bertrand (Luna 81); 
Westwood, Delph, El Ahmadi; Weimann; Agbonlahor (Holt 49), Benteke. Subs 
Steer, Helenius, Albrighton, Gardner. Booked Bertrand, Bacuna, Clark, El Ahmadi. 
Referee J Moss (West Yorkshire) 
 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/teams/liverpool/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/teams/aston-villa/
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Rodgers will stick with new Gerrard role 
Brendan Rodgers' plan to reinvent Steven Gerrard as a deep-lying playmaker in 
the Andrea Pirlo mould will not be put on hold despite the self-confessed disaster 
his captain suffered in the role before Liverpool salvaged a point against Aston 
Villa on Saturday - with the aid of a disputed penalty won by Luis Suarez. 
"It didn't work for myself or the team," Gerrard admitted. "Villa put a lot of men 
around me and every time I tried to get the ball under control in the first half they 
swamped me. It wasn't one of my better 45 minutes." 
Liverpool recovered from a 2-0 deficit to draw 2-2 after Gerrard reverted to a 
more familiar attacking function, with Lucas Leiva coming off the bench to take 
his place in front of the back four. Yet Rodgers believes that 33-year-old Gerrard is 
capable of flourishing late in his career in the way that 34-year-old Pirlo still pulls 
the strings at Juventus. The plan, he says, will not be shelved. 
"We never got the control in midfield against [Villa's] diamond and could not build 
our play, so we needed to change the structure of the team," Rodgers said. "But 
there is absolutely no question Steven can play the role and I don't regard it as a 
setback, not at all. 
"It is a mark of his identity as a player that he could influence the game in that 
offensive area. It just shows his importance to the team, with the pass he played 
to put Luis in [to win the penalty] and his composure to take the penalty under 
pressure. The system is irrelevant. Our style will always be to control and 
dominate games and at times this season we have had to be flexible and 
adaptable in our play. You have to give credit to the players in that they did that 
and got something from the game." 
Yet the fact remains that in a game and a half with Gerrard on his learning 
curve, Liverpool have conceded five goals and only a week after the 5-3 win at 
Stoke led Rodgers to talk about a title challenge, the gap between themselves and 
the leaders has been stretched from six points to eight. Should Everton win at 
West Bromwich Albion tonight, Liverpool will no longer even be in the top four. 
Moreover, after the excursion to Bournemouth in the FA Cup, Everton are 
Liverpool's next opponents, at Anfield a week tomorrow. Suddenly, the idea of a 
title bid seems somewhat optimistic. As Rodgers admitted, the pressure of trying 
to secure a place in the Champions League is great enough. It is assumed to be 
the minimum requirement spelled out to Rodgers at a rare meeting with club 
owner John W Henry on Saturday. 
Villa went two goals up through Andreas Weimann and Christian Benteke, both 
made by Gabriel Agbonlahor. Then Daniel Sturridge confirmed his well-being just 
before half-time by scoring his second goal in as many games since returning to 
fitness, before Suarez won a contentious spot kick to make possible the equalising 
goal. 
Lucas may have solved Saturday's dilemma but had to be replaced himself after 
20 minutes because of a knee injury. The Brazilian, who was out for six months 
from November 2011, left Anfield on crutches. 
 

 
BREN CAN'T SUSS THE SAS; There's always a penalty to pay in playing 
Sturridge And Suarez 
LIVERPOOL 2 Sturridge 45, Gerrard 53 pen 
ASTON VILLA 2 Weimann 25, Benteke 36 
EVEN on those rare days when he is not scoring, Luis Suarez cannot help but hog 
the headlines. Do not let the contrived controversy surrounding his penalty 
award, though, obscure a far bigger issue revolving around theLiverpool striker in 
this fascinating contest. Not that Villa agree, but it WAS a penalty when Brad 
Guzan came flying recklessly from his goal and got nowhere near the ball, as he 
plunged into the path of the South American. 
What it did not hide though, was the discomfort Reds boss Brendan Rodgers had 
in accom-modating his superstar striker alongside the fit-again Daniel Sturridge 
(above, left) in his starting line-up. Here is the dilemma for the Anfield manager. 
In the SAS he has perhaps the best strike pairing in the Premier League right now, 
but to play them both it meant sacrificing a body in midfield... and with it control 
in that area. Villa capitalised to devastating effect in the first half, their ability to 
outnumber and harry the home side in the middle of the park forcing mistakes, 
creating numerous chances and eventually goals for Andreas Weimann and 
Christian Benteke. Liverpool have been at their best this season with one up top - 
usually Suarez - supported by the pace of Raheem Sterling and Philippe Coutinho. 
But in a more traditional 4-4-2, which Rodgers dislikes, they never looked fluent. 
The answer was to go to three at the back to add an extra man in midfield. 
It worked to the extent that a fine goal from Sturridge and then Steven Gerrard's 
conversion of the penalty that Suarez won dragged them level. Yet that revival 
never remotely hid the fragility of a Liverpool backline exposed by the lack of 
cover in front of them. Now Rodgers will have to go back the drawing board to 
find the best way to get the most from his strikers. He believes though, it is not 
systems that matter... but the form of the players within it. 
"We will have to look at the formation game by game, but to me the system is  
 

irrelevant," said Rodgers. 
"The style will always be maintained to control and dominate games. And as we 
have seen in seasons before, we've had to be flexible - play and adapt. 
"You cannot blame players, because they have done that. And we got something 
out of the match in which we'd been 2-0 down." 
It is the mark of Liverpool's threat that they finished strongly despite being 
comprehensively taken apart by Benteke's physical approach in the first half. 
'He reduced the home defence to a shambling wreck, and for all the Villa protests 
afterwards that they were denied victory by the "soft" penalty award, the reality 
is it was their own finishing that let them down. 
Not that visiting keeper Guzan saw it that way. He was adamant he did not touch 
Suarez... even though TV replays showed he was nowhere near the ball and made 
contact with his knee. 
"I thought at the time that I'd pulled my hands back and having seen it again on 
TV I don't think I made contact with him," he explained. "From my point of view it 
was a soft penalty. I think Suarez was probably a bit surprised to see it given as 
well. 
"I was pretty confident in myself that I hadn't touched him so I said to him, 'Did I 
touch you?' He said, 'I don't know'. That's the honest truth of it. Sometimes they 
go for you and sometimes they don't. Unfortunately for us it didn't." 
But as Liverpool's Jordan Henderson said afterwards, the only reason for 
controversy is because the award went to Suarez. 
"It was a definite penalty," he said. "There is contact and it is a penalty. Just 
because it's Luis, people will say it wasn't a penalty 
LIVERPOOL OUR RATING 
Mignolet 5 Another mistake from keeper who is clearly much better than that 
Johnson 6 Largely anonymous going forward, but baled out his centre-halves 
Skrtel 5 Found the strength of Benteke too tough to handle in first half 
Toure 4 Bad performance that suggested time catching up with him 
Cissokho 4 Should be called Blind Aly, he wandered up so many of them 
Sterling 7 Booked. One true bright spark for his team 
Gerrard 6 Poor first half but rallied his side as he pushed further forward 
Henderson 7 Not his best game but had important moments 
Coutinho 4 Had a shocker and perhaps needs a break 
Sturridge 5 Showed his frustrating side with some poor decision 
Suarez 6 Nowhere near his best but still gave Villa plenty to think about 
SUBS 
Lucas (Coutinho 46) 6 
Allen (Lucas 66) 6 
56% Possession 44% 
6 Shots on target 3 
7 Shots off target 6 
2 Corners 3 
3 Offside 1 
4 Fouls 18 
Referee: J Moss. Att: 44,737 
Liverpool conceded twice for the first time at home in the Premier League this 
season 
ASTON VILLA OUR RATING 
Guzan 5 Poor decision making to give away clear penalty 
Bacuna 6 Booked. Athletic performance let down by indiscipline 
Clark 7 Booked. Growing in stature with every game 
Vlaar 7 Led by example at heart of defence 
Bertrand 7 Booked. Good energy on his debut 
El Ahmadi 6 Booked. Moved ball quickly on break, but tired 
Delph 6 Another energetic display and did well to get forward 
Westwood 7 Controlled midfield in first half to inspire fine Villa display 
Weimann 7 Another great show at Anfield, he has real talent 
Benteke 8 MOTM. It was his strength that undermined home defence 
Agbonlahor 8 Pace was real weapon and but for injury may have won game 
SUBS 
Holt (Agbonlahor 49) 5 
Sylla (El Ahmadi 62) 5 
Luna (Bertrand 81) 5 
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Reds rue game of two halves as Lucas inspires comeback for point 
Brendan Rodgers may eventually decide otherwise. But for now, there is no 
holding back Steven Gerrard. The Liverpool boss this week revealed he envisages 
the skipper’s future in a more defensive midfield role as he approaches the 
veteran stage of his career.  But it was in his accustomed attacking role Gerrard 
proved himself once again as the man in times of crisis as the Reds fought back 
from two goals down to earn a thrilling draw against Aston Villa at Anfield last 
night. With principal owner John Henry watching from the directors' box, 
Liverpool chose precisely the wrong moment to deliver their worst first-half 
performance of the season. Goals from Andreas Weimann and Christian Benteke 
allowed Villa to race into a deserved advantage as the Reds, with Gerrard 
operating in a defensive midfield role, struggled to make any impact. 
However, a fine finish from Daniel Sturridge on the stroke of half-time sparked a 
stirring comeback which, with Gerrard pushed further forward, was capped by the 
captain converting coolly from the spot on 53 minutes. 
How Gerrard loves facing Villa. This was his 13th goal against the Midlanders, with 
only Robbie Fowler having matched his tally of 12 league goals against Villa for 
Liverpool. But while this will be seen as two points dropped in the race for 
Champions League qualification, so poor were the Reds during the opening half 
that this could ultimately be seen as a point gained. 
Too many players failed to reach their level, and with Luis Suarez enduring a rare 
off-day, few of his colleagues could raise their game. 
So continues Villa's good recent record at Anfield, now beaten just once in their 
last five visits. While the Midlanders had lost five of their previous seven Premier 
League games to stand a nervy six points off the foot of the table going into the 
weekend's games, they could boast as many away wins – four – as their 
opponents. It meant Rodgers' side had to be on their guard as they aimed to keep 
pace with Manchester City and Arsenal, who had both won earlier yesterday. 
Liverpool made one change from the side that won at Stoke City last weekend. 
Sturridge was rewarded for his goalscoring return from the bench at the Britannia 
with a first start since November 9, Lucas Leiva the man to make way as Rodgers 
further reshuffled his midfield to a 4-4-2. It didn't work, Liverpool looking ill at 
ease without the defensive shield of the Brazilian and posting their worst first-half 
performance of the season. They were fortunate not to be behind after just 47 
seconds. A long ball from Leandro Bacuna was flicked on by Benteke and Gabriel 
Agbonlahor found himself clear with only Simon Mignolet to beat, but hurriedly 
prodded his shot wide of goal. It was a major let-off for a defence that has shown 
itself vulnerable to the long ball lately, a weakness Villa, having clearly done their 
homework, looked to exploit at every opportunity. 
Liverpool had an ambitious shout for a penalty when a deep cross was put behind 
off the arm of Leandro Bacuna under pressure from Martin Skrtel. 
But Villa, who ran Arsenal close on Monday night, started much the brighter and 
with greater purpose. Suarez was caught by a heavy challenge from Ron Vlaar 
that went unpunished before a mistake by Gerrard prompted a Villa attack that 
ended with Mignolet clutching an Ashley Westwood drive. 
It wasn't until the 21 minute that the Reds could fashion a chance of note, a 
curling 25-yard effort from Sturridge that drifted harmlessly over the bar of Villa 
goalkeeper Brad Guzan. After Kolo Toure was forced to hack behind a Karim El 
Ahmadi cross, the resultant corner was headed against the inside of the post by 
the unmarked Ciaran Clark. But Villa finally got the goal they deserved on 25 
minutes, inevitably from a sweeping counter-attack. 
Benteke released Agbonlahor down the Villa left for a run at Toure, and his cross 
into the six-yard box was turned in by the incoming Weimann who just about 
managed to stay onside. All too easy. And matters became even worse for the 
Reds 11 minutes later when they fell further behind with another straightforward 
goal. Agbonlahor was allowed to cross from the right and the failure of Glen 
Johnson and Mignolet to deal with the danger gave the unattended Benteke a 
simple header at the far post into the empty net. 
With the natives restless, Liverpool needed a swift response. And they got it two 
minutes into first-half injury time when, from Suarez's pass to the edge of the 
area, Henderson's delightful flick released Sturridge to loft a finish over Guzan. 
The inevitable half-time substitution saw Lucas replace Coutinho to bolster 
midfield. Gerrard was pushed forward as a result, and within moments the 
skipper had made a devastating impact. In the 52nd minute, his searching long 
ball into the area was brought down by Suarez before the Uruguayan tumbled 
over Guzan for a penalty that Gerrard coolly converted in front of the Kop. 
The visitors were furious but replays suggested Suarez had merely been clever in 
ensuring contact between himself and the onrushing Villa goalkeeper. 
Villa responded with Fabian Delph curling a shot wide from range, before Suarez 
shot at Guzan after Clark had misjudged a Johnson pass and the keeper made a 
fine save diving to his left to keep out Henderson's low drive. 
However, Liverpool's momentum was threatened on 66 minutes when Lucas, 
having received lengthy treatment moments earlier, was forced to hobble off due 
to a knee injury. With Agbonlahor having already departed, the pattern of the 
game changed as Liverpool pressed for the winner as Villa looked to shut up shop. 
Suarez was wide with a free-kick from range but in truth Villa appeared the more  
 

likely to snatch a late winner. 
Not for the first time, though, Gerrard had helped drag the Reds out of a hole.   

 
BIRMINGHAM MAIL 

It would mean changing the Liver bird to a lion, swapping the Kop for the Holte 
and replacing ‘This is Anfield’ with a ‘Welcome to Villa Park’ sign. 
But the entire claret and blue faithful, not just the away army, would probably be 
prepared to put up with a 192-mile round trip to Liverpool every other week if it 
guaranteed Paul Lambert’s team would produce pulsating performances like this 
regularly. 
Anfield has become a home from home for Lambert’s Villa, who followed last 
season’s best away display with their best of this term by again showing no mercy 
on Merseyside. 
Relocating from Witton to the Wirral may be slightly extreme, especially when 
there is an easier alternative to packing their boots for Bootle – simply bringing 
the spirit of their Scouse sojourns back to Brum. 
On Saturday, in front of almost 2,000 away fans they played exactly how they 
need to perform every other week in front of almost 40,000 home supporters. 
The fact that millions of television viewers, including thousands of Villa followers, 
saw it live on Sky too means the secret is out. 
Villa can still play vibrant, exciting, fast, furious, in-your-face football. And if they 
can do it against Brendan Rodgers’ Champions League chasers at Anfield, they can 
do it against Albion, West Ham, Norwich and all of the other impending Villa Park 
visitors. 
Villa were pressing instead of depressing, energetic rather than lethargic and 
passing not passive. 
It wasn’t just clinical counter-attacking, it was relentlessly forcing opponents back, 
a tactic which could prove just as effective at home. 
From first whistle to last, Villa remembered the word ‘tempo’ and let’s hope they 
continue to realise it means speed, pace and rhythm rather than ‘temporary’. 
That performance would have been enough to pulverise most of the Premier 
League, it certainly had the Reds rocking and the Kop cursing. 
Gabby Agbonlahor, Andi Weimann and Christian Benteke were back to their best. 
Within the very first minute Agbonlahor could have opened the scoring and 
despite missing a one-on-one after a flick-on from Benteke, the Brummie striker 
became the unselfish creator supreme. 
A burst down the left to set up Weimann’s goal? A burst down the right to set up 
Benteke’s goal? Anything for yow, cupcake! 
After Agbonlahor rolled wide his early effort, Ashley Westwood blasted a shot 
straight at Simon Mignolet and Ciaran Clark crashed a header against a post, there 
were worries Villa’s swashbuckling superiority would count for nothing. 
But on 25 minutes, Fabian Delph tackled Luis Suarez inside Villa’s box, swept the 
ball down the line to Benteke who in turn passed to Agbonlahor to twist Kolo 
Toure inside out down the left. 
Weimann, who had started his run from his own penalty area, made a lung-
busting burst to virtually the goalline and still had the nous to lose his marker, 
Steven Gerrard, and poke the visitors in front. 
Eleven minutes later it was 0-2. Agbonlahor popped up on the right, latched on to 
Karim El Ahmadi’s pass and whipped over a deep cross, which Mignolet and Glenn 
Johnson made a mess of to leave Benteke a simple stooping header at the back 
post. 
It was not just Agbonlahor, Weimann and Benteke. It was Delph, snapping away 
and imploring El Ahmadi and Westwood to do likewise. It was debutant Ryan 
Bertrand, doing a sterling job keeping Raheem Sterling quiet. It was Leandro 
Bacuna giving more than he got against Philippe Coutinho. 
It was the towering Ron Vlaar, magnificently marshalling the defence, proving 
how central he is to this team and dragging Clark to similar levels. 
Daniel Sturridge’s 45th-minute goal, a fine finish over Brad Guzan from Jordan 
Henderson’s sublime flick, came at the worst possible time for Villa, as did 
Agbonlahor’s injury soon after the break. 
He had tormented Liverpool so much that when his momentum propelled him 
into the Kop, a Reds fan took his photo, presumably to see what the pace ace 
looked like paused rather than in fast forward. 
Grant Holt came on and made life difficult for Liverpool, battling, backheeling, but 
back-passing his best chance of a debut goal straight at Mignolet, while fellow 
substitutes Yacouba Sylla and Antonio Luna also contributed as Bertrand and El 
Ahmadi tired. 
To their credit, Villa kept at it even when Gerrard’s 54th-minute penalty equaliser, 
capping his vast improvement in an advanced role after a woeful first half, 
sparked a Reds rally. 
You might have heard the controversy discussed elsewhere so let’s keep it brief. 
Villa felt cheated when, having kept 22-goal Suarez quieter than most, the 
slippery striker won a spot-kick despite next to no contact from Guzan. 
Perhaps that’s another reason Villa should strive to do better at Villa Park rather 
than saving their best for Anfield – at least Aston’s No.7 is a bus rather than a 
sneaky superstar who goes down like he has been hit by one. 
 

http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/sport/football/match-reports/liverpool-1-aston-villa-3-375782
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/sport/football/match-reports/liverpool-1-aston-villa-3-375782
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/brummies-blast-hotels4u-advert-over-6521055
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Rodgers settles for point after Villa let slip two-goal lead 
Given that the man who appointed him was watching him at work for the first 
time, Liverpool's evening did not go quite the way Brendan Rodgers would have 
planned, although he can at least reflect that it could have been worse. 
With John W Henry, Liverpool's American owner, paying a rare visit to Anfield - his 
first since hiring Rodgers in June 2012 - Villa stunned the home crowd by taking a 
2-0 lead before Henry and his entourage saw their team battle back to salvage a 
point, helped by another controversial moment involving Luis Suarez. 
Suarez won the penalty early in the second half from which Liverpool drew level, 
going to ground after Villa goalkeeper Brad Guzan dived at his feet and failed to 
claim the ball, even though TV replays showed there was no contact. 
Villa will feel that anything less than a point for their efforts would have been an 
injustice. As it is, they are the first visitors to Anfield not to leave with no points 
since Southampton won there in September. It means that Liverpool's hold on 
fourth place in the Premier League table is not quite as strong as it would have 
been had they claimed an eighth straight win, yet with 43 points from 22 matches 
they are 12 better than they were at the corresponding point of last season. 
Villa, whose manager Paul Lambert is as well-placed as anyone to discuss with 
Rodgers the merits of absentee American owners, have won only once in eight 
matches but showed enough spirit and quality to suggest better to come. 
Indeed, so good were they in the first half that Rodgers took the bold decision to 
admit that his experiment of playing Steven Gerrard as his holding midfielder was 
not working, redeploying his captain in a more familiar attacking role for the 
second half. His view was that it was a point won rather than two lost. 
"It was a good point," Rodgers said. "We were nowhere near our level in the first 
half and you have to give Villa credit for that. Tactically we had to change things 
to get back in the game. Supporters expect us to win but you can't win every 
game. This time we've been two goals down against a good side and ended up 
getting a point." 
Villa set out from the start to spoil any party plans that Liverpool might have had. 
Even before Andreas Weimann's 25th-minute goal put them in front, they had 
seized the initiative impressively. 
Reminded undoubtedly as they left the dressing rooms of the rude shock they 
delivered here last season, outplaying the home side to be three goals in front in 
51 minutes, they would have been ahead within 54 seconds this time had Gabriel 
Agbonlahor, racing after Christian Benteke's flick-on, not pushed his shot wide 
with only goalkeeper Simon Mignolet to beat. 
Villa went close twice more, Mignolet fortunate to have Ashley Westwood's shot 
go straight at him after a Villa attack that stemmed from Gerrard losing 
possession in his own half, and again when Ciaran Clark's header from a 
Westwood corner hit a post and was cleared. 
Liverpool's defence was a mess, so disjointed that when the opening goal came 
they had three men against one when Agbonlahor, breaking down the left, aimed 
a low cross towards Weimann in the six-yard box but they still could not keep the 
ball out of the net. 
Marginally, Weimann might have been offside but Villa had earned their reward, 
bringing an unusual hush around Anfield that lifted only when Benteke, a week 
after ending his goal drought, sparked more wild scenes in the corner occupied by 
the Villa fans when he doubled their side's lead, nodding the ball home after 
Mignolet's flailing arm denied Glen Johnson any chance of heading away another 
Agbonlahor cross. 
Liverpool grabbed a lifeline just before half-time. Moments after Aly Cissokho, the 
left-back, had squandered their best chance to that point, Suarez, breaking 
through the middle, found Daniel Sturridge with the aid of a deft Jordan 
Henderson back-heel and his strike partner did the rest, smartly lifting his shot 
over Guzan to claim his second goal in two matches since his comeback from 
injury. 
The second goal came early in the second half after Rodgers replaced Gerrard 
with Lucas Leiva in the holding role, sacrificing Philippe Coutinho and sending 
Gerrard back upfield, where one of his first acts was to supply the pass from 
which Suarez won a penalty and then convert it, driving his spot-kick into the 
right-hand corner, just out of reach. 
In the event, Lucas had to be withdrawn after 20 minutes through injury, 
requiring Joe Allen to take over at the back of the middle three. By this stage, 
however, Liverpool had rediscovered their composure, and Villa were suffering 
setbacks of their own with Agbonlahor and Karim El Ahmadi going off. 
Chances tended to come to the home side with Suarez and Henderson going 
close. In the directors' box, Henry and his partner at least looked like they were 
having fun. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet; Johnson, Skrtel, Tour[c], Cissokho; Sterling, Gerrard, 
Henderson; Sturridge, Suarez. Coutinho (Lucas, h-t). 
Aston Villa (4-3-1-2): Guzan; Bacuna, Vlaar, Clark, Bertrand (Luna, 81); El Ahmadi 
(Sylla, 61), Westwood, Delph; Weimann; Agbonlahor (Holt, 49), Benteke. 
Referee: Jon Moss Man of the match: Agbonlahor (Aston Villa) 
Match rating: 7/10 
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Suarez tumbles to save Liverpool 
Liverpool dropped a couple of home points against a surprisingly dynamic Aston 
Villa, though at least the club's American owners saw a few goals and an 
entertaining game. The home side came back from two goals down to share the 
points on an evening that put some of the recent title talk around Anfield into 
perspective. It is true, as Brendan 
Rodgers keeps saying, that Liverpool still have to play most of the leading 
contenders at home, though evidently it is also the case that they cannot take 
results against sides lower down the table for granted. Villa won this fixture last 
year, and until Gabriel Agbonlahor was forced off early in the second half looked 
capable of doing so again. 
"We lost Gabby at a vital time, because he was proving unplayable," Paul Lambert 
said. "Some of our players put in massive performances today. I thought we could 
have been out of sight by half-time." 
That is only a slight exaggeration. Not realising his side would soon be two goals 
to the good, Paul Lambert had his head in his hands just 45 seconds into the game 
when Villa missed a great chance to open the scoring, Agbonlahor latching on to 
Christian Benteke's flick but poking the ball wide in front of the Kop with only 
Simon Mignolet to beat. If that was a lucky escape for Liverpool then luck soon 
evened itself out, Leandro Bacuna surviving a penalty appeal when the ball clearly 
hit his arm. 
Villa's away kit is every bit as hideous as purple and white quarters suggests, 
though the visitors were no shrinking violets. They took the game to Liverpool in 
the early stages, with Agbonlahor and Benteke both causing problems for Kolo 
Toure and Martin Skrtel, and the Kop goal had another let-off when Ciaran Clark 
struck the foot of Mignolet's post with a firm header from a corner. 
With Liverpool struggling to get into their stride, Villa took a deserved lead with a 
well-executed counterattack. Benteke sent Agbonlahor galloping beyond Toure 
into space on the left, and Andreas Weimann sprinted 80 yards to supply the far-
post tap-in when the cross came along the goalline. 
There was a suspicion of offside because Weimann had got beyond 
the Liverpool defenders, though replays confirmed he was not in front of his 
team-mate when the pass was released. 
Brad Guzan saved from Raheem 
Sterling as Liverpool attempted to get back on terms, but Villa gained further 
reward when Mignolet and Skrtel got in each other's way and failed to deal with 
an Agbonlahor cross from the right that left Benteke with a straightforward 
header. The ball crossed the line almost apologetically, and to make matters 
worse Liverpool's next chance to reply fell to Aly Cissokho just before the interval, 
and the defender appears to have modelled his finishing technique on a Jason 
Puncheon penalty. Fortunately, Daniel Sturridge does know how to find the net, 
and when a neat touch from Jordan Henderson turned a Luis Suarez pass into 
something more dangerous in stoppage time, the England striker's angled shot 
reduced the arrears. 
Rodgers made a change at half-time, sensibly deciding that this was not the game 
to leave Lucas Leiva on the bench, and introduced the defensive midfielder at the 
expense of Philippe Coutinho. The younger Brazilian lasted only 20 minutes 
before he too made way, for Joe Allen. Villa also made an enforced change a 
couple of minutes after the restart, Agbonlahor pulling up after a collision with 
the perimeter hoarding to allow Grant Holt the chance to make his debut. 
Scorer of a memorable goal here for Norwich, though considered too portly to 
hold down a place at Wigan, Holt had the briefest of chances to make an 
immediate impression before Liverpool levelled the scores from the penalty spot. 
Suarez touched the ball past Guzan from Steven Gerrard's inspired pass and the 
goalkeeper brought him down. That is what the referee decided in any case. 
Contact appeared to be minimal but the goalkeeper sold himself and Suarez 
knows what to do in those situations. Gerrard calmly stroked the ball into the 
bottom corner. 
Suarez and Henderson had shots saved as Liverpool pressed for a winner, Suarez 
went close with a free-kick and Bacuna was booked for cheekily wasting time by 
presenting the ball to a member of the crowd. 
On this occasion, Suarez was unable to come to Liverpool's rescue; it happens 
sometimes. Neither side could produce enough urgency in the final half-hour to 
deserve all three points. A draw was fair. Even Rodgers thought so. "It was a good 
point in the end," the Liverpool manager said. "We weren't great but we got 
something." 
THE FALL GUY 
Luis Suarez has won seven penalties in the last two Premier League seasons, more 
than twice as many as anyone else 
LIVERPOOL Mignolet; Johnson, Toure, Skrtel, Cissokho; Gerrard, Henderson; 
Sterling, Sturridge, Coutinho (Lucas 45; Allen 66); Suarez 
Subs not used Jones, Alberto, Aspas, Moses, Kelly 
ASTON VILLA Guzan; Bacuna&#9632;, Vlaar, Clark&#9632;, Bertrand&#9632; 
(Luna 81); El Ahmadi&#9632; (Sylla 62), Weimann, Westwood, Delph; Benteke, 
Agbonlahor (Holt 49) 
Subs not used Steer, Helenius, Albrighton, Gardner 
Anfield 44,737 
Game rating Referee Jonathan Moss 
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Liverpool recovered from two goals down to draw with Aston Villa and maintain 
their unbeaten start to 2014. 
Andreas Weimann stabbed the visitors ahead before Christian Benteke's header 
deservedly doubled Villa's lead. 
Daniel Sturridge pulled a goal back for Liverpool just before half-time as he 
latched onto Jordan Henderson's flick. 
Steven Gerrard's penalty levelled matters after Luis Suarez went down under 
goalkeeper Brad Guzan's tackle. 
The draw leaves Liverpool just two points ahead of fifth-placed Everton and a win 
for the Toffees at West Brom on Monday would lift them above their local rivals. 
A point moves Villa into the top half of the Premier League - albeit just six points 
above the relegation zone. 
Liverpool boss Brendan Rodgers insisted last week that his side "will never give up 
the fight"  for the title but, despite their comeback, he will be left to regret a 
dismal first-half display that saw them drop two points from what must have 
looked a winnable home fixture. 
Paul Lambert's Villa had won just one of their previous seven Premier League 
matches but should have been ahead even sooner when Gabriel Agbonlahor 
raced clear on goal from Benteke's flick-on, only to prod wide. 
Ashley Westwood then struck straight at home goalkeeper Simon Mignolet before 
Ciaran Clark headed against the post as an under-par Liverpool were dominated 
by Villa. 
And when the visitors took a deserved lead through Weimann, who stabbed 
home Agbonlahor's low cross from the left, Liverpool fans must have had a sense 
of deja vu following Villa's 3-1 win at Anfield last season. 
The Reds went into the game with three wins out of three in 2014 but, in front of 
owner John W Henry on a rare Anfield visit, they looked a pale shadow of their 
usual free-scoring selves. 
Suarez, looking to add to his 22 goals for the season, was nullified by the visitors, 
while starting him with strike partner Sturridge for the first time since November 
in an attacking line-up was not having the desired effect. 
And Villa's control was further emphasised when Benteke doubled his side's lead 
in front of the Kop, heading into an empty net after Mignolet misjudged 
Agbonlahor's right-wing cross. 
Anfield villains 
Aston Villa have lost just once in their last five Premier League visits to Anfield. 
The match changed just before half-time, however, as Sturridge latched onto a 
brilliant flick from Jordan Henderson and, with his first sight of goal all game, 
lifted the ball into the net for his 13th strike of the campaign. 
The goal was tough on Villa but it did not take Liverpool long to take advantage as 
Steven Gerrard, pushed further forward after the half-time introduction of Lucas, 
started to dictate play. 
The captain sent Suarez through with a brilliant diagonal pass soon after the 
restart and the Uruguayan, heading away from goal and with work to do, was sent 
sprawling by Guzan's rash challenge. Villa were adamant no contact had been 
made but Gerrard coolly side-footed home the penalty. 
Driven forward by Gerrard, even after Joe Allen replaced injured substitute Lucas, 
Liverpool went close through Suarez and Raheem Sterling but were left frustrated 
as a battling Villa held on. 
Liverpool manager Brendan Rodgers: 
"We just couldn't get going in the first half. We changed the system after the first 
goal. I felt we couldn't get any flow. The second half we showed great spirit and 
got the equaliser. 
"You have to give credit to Aston Villa. Christian Benteke was a real threat and 
Andreas Weimann was a problem. It wasn't until we changed it around that we 
got a foothold in the game. 
"It is a mark of the mentality that we were not at our best but we still dig out a 
result. We will learn from it and move on. 
"It was vital to get that goal before half time. That gave us the spark going into the 
second half. The response from the players was outstanding." 
Aston Villa manager Paul Lambert: 
"We should have had three or four goals in the first half. We were fantastic, really 
good. We came here last year and won 3-1 and I thought we played a lot better 
today. In the first half we were outstanding. 
"Their goal gave them a lifeline going into half-time. I am not so sure about the 
penalty, I think Brad Guzan has pulled his arms away. I don't think it is a penalty. 
With the magnitude of the game you have to be 100% sure, Brad's arms have 
been pulled away. 
"I don't think we could have done any more except win the game. There were 
major plus points, Nearly every player was outstanding." 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/brendan-rodgers-talks-up-premier-league-title-ambitions-saying-fourth-is-not-enough-9066249.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/brendan-rodgers-talks-up-premier-league-title-ambitions-saying-fourth-is-not-enough-9066249.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/football/20650106
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Full time Match ends, Liverpool 2, Aston Villa 2. 
90:00+4:09Full time Second Half ends, Liverpool 2, Aston Villa 2. 
89:20 Foul by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
89:20 Antonio Luna (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
87:47Booking Leandro Bacuna (Aston Villa is shown the yellow card. 
80:58Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Aston Villa. Antonio Luna replaces Ryan 
Bertrand. 
80:33 Foul by Joe Allen (Liverpool. 
80:33 Christian Benteke (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
80:22 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
79:30 Delay in match Ashley Westwood (Aston Villa because of an injury. 
77:57 Joe Allen (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
77:57 Foul by Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa. 
76:29 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
close, but misses to the left from a direct free kick. 
75:40 Luis Suárez (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
75:40 Foul by Yacouba Sylla (Aston Villa. 
74:25 Foul by Steven Gerrard (Liverpool. 
74:25 Grant Holt (Aston Villa wins a free kick on the left wing. 
73:42 Offside, Liverpool. Raheem Sterling tries a through ball, but Luis Suárez is caught 
offside. 
71:43 Attempt missed. Grant Holt (Aston Villa header from the centre of the box misses 
to the left. Assisted by Ashley Westwood with a cross following a corner. 
71:20 Corner, Aston Villa. Conceded by Jordan Henderson. 
70:50 Foul by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
70:50 Fabian Delph (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
69:55 Foul by Aly Cissokho (Liverpool. 
69:55 Christian Benteke (Aston Villa wins a free kick on the right wing. 
68:39 Steven Gerrard (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
68:39 Foul by Christian Benteke (Aston Villa. 
66:55 Attempt missed. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by Jordan Henderson with a headed pass. 
65:53 Joe Allen (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
65:53 Foul by Yacouba Sylla (Aston Villa. 
65:31Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Liverpool. Joe Allen replaces Lucas Leiva 
because of an injury. 
65:00 Foul by Luis Suárez (Liverpool. 
65:00 Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
64:52 Attempt saved. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Daniel Sturridge. 
63:01 Attempt saved. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box 
is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Glen Johnson. 
62:50 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
61:30Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Aston Villa. Yacouba Sylla replaces Karim El 
Ahmadi. 
61:14 Delay in match Lucas Leiva (Liverpool because of an injury. 
60:51 Glen Johnson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
60:51 Foul by Christian Benteke (Aston Villa. 
60:00 Attempt missed. Fabian Delph (Aston Villa right footed shot from outside the box 
is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Christian Benteke. 
58:06 Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
58:06 Foul by Leandro Bacuna (Aston Villa. 
57:29 Foul by Lucas Leiva (Liverpool. 
57:29 Fabian Delph (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
56:53 Attempt saved. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Raheem Sterling. 
55:46 Attempt missed. Fabian Delph (Aston Villa left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the left. Assisted by Christian Benteke with a headed pass. 
54:31 Foul by Lucas Leiva (Liverpool. 
54:31 Christian Benteke (Aston Villa wins a free kick on the left wing. 
53:52 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from more than 40 yards 
on the left wing is just a bit too high from a direct free kick. 
53:48 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
53:48 Foul by Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa. 
52:42Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 2, Aston Villa 2. Steven Gerrard (Liverpool 
converts the penalty with a right footed shot to the bottom right corner. 
51:43 Penalty Liverpool. Luis Suárez draws a foul in the penalty area. 
51:43 Penalty conceded by Brad Guzan (Aston Villa after a foul in the penalty area. 
50:41 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
50:41 Foul by Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa. 
48:57 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
48:50Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Aston Villa. Grant Holt replaces Gabriel 
Agbonlahor because of an injury. 
48:10 Delay in match Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa because of an injury. 
47:48Booking Ryan Bertrand (Aston Villa is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
47:42 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
47:42 Foul by Ryan Bertrand (Aston Villa. 
46:42 Glen Johnson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
46:42 Foul by Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa. 
46:15 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is high and wide to the right. 
45:00 Second Half begins Liverpool 1, Aston Villa 2. 
45:00Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Liverpool. Lucas Leiva replaces Philippe 
Coutinho. 
45:00+3:00Half time First Half ends, Liverpool 1, Aston Villa 2. 

 
 
45:00+1:54Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 1, Aston Villa 2. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool 
right footed shot from the centre of the box to the top left corner. Assisted by Jordan 
Henderson with a through ball. 
45:00+0:09 Luis Suárez (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
45:00+0:09 Foul by Ashley Westwood (Aston Villa. 
44:04 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ciaran Clark. 
44:03 Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Luis Suárez. 
43:24 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
43:24 Foul by Ryan Bertrand (Aston Villa. 
40:35 Attempt missed. Aly Cissokho (Liverpool left footed shot from a difficult angle on 
the left misses to the left. Assisted by Luis Suárez. 
35:59Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 0, Aston Villa 2. Christian Benteke (Aston Villa 
header from the centre of the box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Gabriel 
Agbonlahor with a cross. 
32:37 Offside, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but Luis Suárez is caught 
offside. 
31:30 Attempt saved. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool right footed shot from a difficult angle 
on the right is saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Luis Suárez. 
29:57 Foul by Ryan Bertrand (Aston Villa. 
29:57 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
29:42 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
28:09 Delay in match Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa because of an injury. 
28:07 Delay in match Luis Suárez (Liverpool because of an injury. 
27:39 Attempt missed. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
27:04 Corner, Aston Villa. Conceded by Martin Skrtel. 
24:42Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 0, Aston Villa 1. Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa 
right footed shot from very close range to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Gabriel 
Agbonlahor with a cross. 
23:03 Attempt blocked. Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa right footed shot from very 
close range is blocked. 
23:02 Ciaran Clark (Aston Villa hits the right post with a header from the centre of the 
box. Assisted by Ashley Westwood with a cross following a corner. 
22:37 Corner, Aston Villa. Conceded by Kolo Touré. 
20:58 Attempt missed. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Raheem Sterling. 
20:16Booking Karim El Ahmadi (Aston Villa is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
20:01 Foul by Karim El Ahmadi (Aston Villa. 
20:01 Aly Cissokho (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
18:36 Hand ball by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
17:02 Attempt missed. Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa left footed shot from outside the 
box is high and wide to the right following a fast break. 
15:45Booking Ciaran Clark (Aston Villa is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
15:31 Foul by Ciaran Clark (Aston Villa. 
15:31 Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
15:19 Attempt saved. Ashley Westwood (Aston Villa right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is saved in the centre of the goal. 
14:20 Foul by Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa. 
14:20 Glen Johnson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
12:27 Attempt blocked. Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa left footed shot from the right 
side of the box is blocked. Assisted by Andreas Weimann. 
10:50 Hand ball by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
10:07 Ryan Bertrand (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
10:07 Foul by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
9:09 Attempt blocked. Andreas Weimann (Aston Villa right footed shot from the right 
side of the box is blocked. Assisted by Christian Benteke with a headed pass. 
8:23 Karim El Ahmadi (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
8:23 Foul by Kolo Touré (Liverpool. 
7:27 Fabian Delph (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
7:27 Foul by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
6:59 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
6:19 Delay in match Kolo Touré (Liverpool because of an injury. 
5:17 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Leandro Bacuna. 
4:32 Foul by Fabian Delph (Aston Villa. 
4:32 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
3:00 Offside, Liverpool. Simon Mignolet tries a through ball, but Luis Suárez is caught 
offside. 
2:01 Offside, Aston Villa. Leandro Bacuna tries a through ball, but Christian Benteke is 
caught offside. 
1:25 Ciaran Clark (Aston Villa wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
1:25 Foul by Luis Suárez (Liverpool. 
0:54 Attempt missed. Gabriel Agbonlahor (Aston Villa right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Christian Benteke with a headed 
pass. 
0:00 First Half begins. 
0:00 Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 

 


