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Thanks to Suarez, West Ham's denial is only post match 
Liverpool 4 
Demel (og) 42, Sakho 47, 
Suarez 81, O'Brien (og) 84 
West Ham United 1 
Skrtel (og) 66 
Referee M Oliver Attendance 44,781 
Like everyone else who visits Anfield these days, Sam Allardyce ended the game 
discussing Luis Suarez. "He didn't have that impact during the first half," the West 
Ham United manager said. "Even at 2-1, Luis hadn't scored at that stage. I'm not 
so sure the fourth goal was going in before the deflection." Sounding like a 
defeated boxer who hadn't even seen the punches, Allardyce was in denial. 
The record books will show that Suarez scored only once as Liverpool struck four 
goals for a fourth successive home league game. Like Allardyce, though, the 
statistics do scant justice to the impact that the forward had on yet another 
fixture. One way or another -- either by his own irrepressibility or knack of 
wreaking havoc -- Suarez played a part in all four Liverpool goals. 
Though the score flattered Liverpool somewhat, the match was another 
demonstration of the Uruguayan's ability to give games a one-sided result. 
With his powers of destruction seemingly at their peak, Suarez doesn't just make 
a difference, he is the difference. Even when opponents, like West Ham, arrive 
with a tactical setup designed primarily to stop him, Suarez causes mayhem 
regardless. 
Rarely has the Barclays Premier League witnessed a reign of terror like this one. It 
may have played host to better players, and certainly ones without the baggage 
that Suarez carries, but in terms of outright menace, the 26-year-old has few 
peers. It is little wonder that Liverpool's owner, Fenway Sports Group, is willing to 
make Suarez an exception to their strict salary objectives by putting together an 
offer that would make him one of the league's best-paid players. 
The wisdom of that approach and Suarez's value to Liverpool was evident once 
again on Saturday. First, he ended West Ham's resistance with a well-struck shot 
that culminated in Guy Demel scoring an unfortunate own goal. He then won the 
free kick that allowed Steven Gerrard to create Mamadou Sakho's 
first Liverpool goal. Then, after the visiting team had threatened an unlikely 
comeback following Martin Skrtel's second own goal in a week, Suarez took the 
game away from them with a header from Glen Johnson's searching cross before 
beating Jussi Jaaskelainen with a shot that deflected off Joey O'Brien. 
Liverpool's reliance on Suarez is as obvious as his talent, particularly while Daniel 
Sturridge is unavailable. Yet, as Brendan Rodgers rightly pointed out, one-man 
teams do not score 34 goals in 15 league games, particularly when the one man 
was unavailable for five of those fixtures. Nor are they second in the league. 
Suarez is Liverpool's best player and by no little distance, but he is flourishing in a 
team that has not only been built around him, but one that demands that his 
team-mates are subservient to him. 
That is why Andy Carroll, missed by West Ham but not by Liverpool, was allowed 
to leave. It is also why Raheem Sterling spent much of the first half making 
diagonal runs to open up the kind of space for Suarez that West Ham had set out 
to deny and why Philippe Coutinho was charged with picking locks for his fellow 
South American. "You could argue that we could have had eight or nine," Rodgers 
said. "You don't do that if you are not offensive and good with the ball." 
Without that kind of variety and collective threat in their attack, West Ham ended 
the game heavily beaten and numerically disadvantaged after Kevin Nolan took 
out his frustration at his team's plight on Jordan Henderson, whom he felled with 
a dangerous lunge from behind that Michael Oliver, the referee, punished with a 
red card. 
"Nolan's dismissal was irresponsible," Allardyce said. "I know it came out of 
frustration, but he is experienced enough -- and it is unlike him as well -- not to do 
that type of thing." Unlike his attempts to play down the influence of Suarez, the 
West Ham manager could not have been more right. 
ratings Liverpool (4-2-3-1): S Mignolet 7 - G Johnson 7, M Skrtel 6, M Sakho 7, J 
Flanagan 7 (sub: M Kelly, 79min) - J Allen 7, S Gerrard 7 (sub: L Leiva, 56 6) - J 
Henderson 6, P Coutinho 7, R Sterling 7 (sub: V Moses, 72) - L Suarez 8. 
Substitutes not used: B Jones, L Alberto, I Aspas, A Cissokho. West Ham United (4-
1-4-1): J Jaaskelainen 6 - G Demel 6, J Collins 7, J Tomkins 6 (sub: J O'Brien, 56 5), 
G McCartney 5 - M Noble 6 - S Downing 5 (sub: J Cole, 46 4), K Nolan 4, M Diame 
5, Jarvis 6 (sub: M Taylor, 85) - M Maiga 6. Substitutes not used: Adrian, J Collison, 
A Diarra, C Cole. Booked: J Cole, Demel, Collins. Sent off: Nolan. 
 

 
Coutinho inspires supporting cast 
Liverpool are aware that the men who top the bill have a tendency to overshadow 
the supporting cast. The class of 2009, their finest in the Premier League era, were 
unfairly dismissed as a "two-man team", with the focus on Steven Gerrard and 
Fernando Torres so pronounced that players of the calibre of Xabi Alonso and 
Javier Mascherano could be overlooked. 
Now Luis Suarez's tendency to illuminate Anfield means the brightest star, 
together with his usual sidekick Daniel Sturridge, invariably obscures others. The 
accusation that Liverpool are either a one- or a two-man team is familiar. Every 
match at Anfield seems to revolve around the Uruguayan, who, in the past four 
games alone, has scored 10 goals and played pivotal parts in three others. 
And yet, with Liverpool second in the league and the second-highest scorers, 
Brendan Rodgers was justified in stressing the significance of the collective and 
entitled to highlight less ostentatious individual contributions. "There were parts 
of the game where I loved watching the team," the Liverpool manager said. "I love 
the fluency and some of the cleverness and just seeing gifted players work hard in 
a system is great to watch." 
Rodgers has reverted to his favourite formation, recalibrating to 4-2-3-1 because 
of Sturridge's ankle injury, with the trio deployed behind Suarez offering added 
flexibility. Raheem Sterling was soon switched to the right to use his speed against 
George McCartney. The teenager's finishing was faulty but Rodgers believes 
Sterling adds another element. 
"His pace in pressing is important," Rodgers said. "He can stretch teams and that 
can always open up the space. You can see his confidence returning and he gave 
the team an extra dimension." His resurgence is proof that, to paraphrase Harold 
Wilson, a week is a long time in football. 
Results have a tendency to change opinions. Last Sunday at Hull, Rodgers was 
lamenting Liverpool's lack of strength in depth. After two comprehensive home 
wins, he was saluting two men who were on the margins. Sterling's start on 
Saturday was only his fourth of the league campaign, Joe Allen's only his third. 
The Welshman was a counterintuitive pick against Sam Allardyce's supersized 
side. 
"He was excellent," Rodgers said. "Technically, it is important for us to dominate 
the game. We have a number of small players but if we have the ball and the 
other team hasn't, I think they struggle." Indeed, the difference between finesse 
and physicality was epitomised by the crass contribution of the clodhopping Kevin 
Nolan, who was sent off for raking his studs down Jordan Henderson's calf. 
The unfortunate midfielder may have been Nolan's victim simply because Philippe 
Coutinho proved too elusive. Evading opponents, it appears, is a lifelong habit. "I 
was watching some videos of him from when he was 12 and 13 playing futsal and 
there is no difference," Rodgers said. "He plays like a street kid, he plays like a boy 
but his performances are like a man; he's a brilliant player." 
With Sturridge sidelined, Coutinho has adopted his preferred role as the central 
creator. The harder task is securing the same spot for his country. He has been 
capped only once but has an eloquent advocate in Rodgers who, having been on 
Luiz Felipe Scolari's coaching staff at Chelsea, has an unofficial sideline as an 
adviser to the Brazil manager. "Big Phil" is being told to select a rather smaller 
Philippe. 
"I am constantly on to Scolari about him," the Northern Irishman said, before 
suggesting he is not fulfilling all of his scouting duties. "Felipe has just asked me to 
keep an eye on the Brazilian boys - even ones at other clubs - but I'm only 
concerned about the ones here." 
Coutinho's problem lies in the competition for the most prestigious shirt in 
international football. Past Brazil No10s have included Pele, Zico, Rivaldo, 
Ronaldinho and Kaka. The current crop aren't bad either. "They have Neymar, 
Oscar and Bernard so they have a raft of talent," Rodgers said. "But he is an 
exceptional player for 21 years of age." And he is a reminder that a manic, 
magnificent Uruguayan is not the only attraction at Anfield. 
Man of the match Luis Suarez (Liverpool) 
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GERRARD OUT FOR SIX WEEKS 
LIVERPOOL 4 
WESTHAM 1 
LIVERPOOL fear Steven Gerard could be out for up to six weeks with a hamstring 
injury. The Liverpool and England captain pulled up sharply after he attempted a 
shot at goal and immediately indicated that he needed to be substituted. Gerrard 
is expected to have a scan today to discover the extent of the damage but the 
worst-case scenario is that he will be on the sidelines until the end of next month. 
That will be a devastating blow for manager Brendan Rogers, who is already 
without key striker Daniel Sturridge for the most demanding stage of the season. 
Gerrard will miss the key trips to Tottenham, Manchester City and Chelsea and 
could be absent for as many as seven matches. This is in contrast to an inviting 
fixture list which has seen Liverpool punish the teams they would expect to beat 
at Anfield, the latest being this dismissal of the Hammers. 
But a question remains: are they flat-track bullies or a team with genuine 
substance? Before 2013 draws to a close, the answer will become clear. 
With Luis Suarez playing as he is, anything is possible. 
'They are going to be tough but we will concentrate on the first one at 
Tottenham,' said Glen Johnson, Liverpool's right back. 'It (a title challenge) is 
always in the back of your mind but the only thing we can do is get as many three 
points as we can. 'If we are doing that, everything will take care of itself. But of 
course we are good enough to be up there, definitely. Any team would miss 
Stevie. But we have a good squad and if we can start scoring a few more away 
from home, it will blend in nicely with what we are doing at Anfield.' 
After Gerrard went off, Liverpool lost their shape, which let the visitors back into 
the game through a Martin Skrtel own goal. But Suarez ensured there was no 
calamity, scoring twice in four minutes. West Ham's hopes of salvaging a point 
disappeared when Kevin Nolan was sent off for a tackle on Jordan Henderson that 
prompted Sam Allardyce to describe him as 'irresponsible'. As good as Suarez was, 
another South American really impressed. Philippe Coutinho pulled the strings 
effortlessly at times and such is Rodgers's belief in him, he has urged Luiz Felipe 
Scolari to pick him for the World Cup. 
'Felipe has just asked me to keep an eye on the Brazilian boys and any feedback -- 
even from ones at other clubs -- as I know him from my time at Chelsea,' Rodgers 
explained. 'Lucas has got into the squad, which was great, so hopefully Philippe 
can.' 
SUPER STAT: West Ham have still not won in the league at Anfield since 1963. 
They have lost 30 and drawn 11 games there. LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Mignolet 7; 
Johnson 7, Skrtel 6, Sakho 7, Flanagan 6 (Kelly 79min); Gerrard 7 (Lucas 58, 6), 
Allen 6; Henderson 7, Coutinho 8, Sterling 6 (Moses 72, 5); Suarez 8. Subs not 
used: Jones, Luis Alberto, Aspas, Cissokho. 
WEST HAM UNITED (4-2-3-1): Jaaskelainen 6; Demel 6, Tomkins 6, Collins 6, 
McCartney 5; Noble 5, Diame 6; Downing 5 (J Cole 46, 6), Nolan 3, Jarvis 6; Maiga 
4. Subs not used: Adrian, Collison, Taylor, Diarra, C Cole. Booked: J Cole, Demel, 
Collins. Sent off: Nolan. 
Man of the match: Philippe Coutinho. Referee: Michael Oliver 7. 
 

 
Bigger picture bright as Rodgers restores belief 
Liverpool 4 
Demel 42 og, Sakho 47, Suarez 81, O'Brien 84 og 
West Ham United 1 
Skrtel 66 og Att: 44,781 
Brendan Rodgers recently found himself consulting a familiar guidebook 
for Liverpool managers, the one containing several comforting one-liners 
following a setback. 
When losing against Hull City a week ago, his distress at the performance was 
counterbalanced by an appeal to look at the 'bigger picture'. 
Rodgers would not have known it, but for those who recall Graeme Souness, Roy 
Evans, Gerard Houllier, Rafa Benitez and Kenny Dalglish also arguing for 
supporters to see the growing rose gardens on a day of desolation, it was a head-
in-hands moment. 
Too often that 'bigger picture' line has been trotted out at Anfield when the 
portrait resembled Edvard Munch's The Scream. A 23-year wait for the league 
title tends to make cynicism a default position, but on witnessing yet another 
stirring home win it is increasingly difficult to argue with Rodgers' cheery 
assessments of where Liverpool are heading. 
This 4-1 victory against West Ham United was Liverpool's seventh win in eight 
home Premier League games. 
They have scored 22 goals over the course of those fixtures, 20 in the last five. 
To give that some perspective, that is one more home victory than the club 
achieved in the entire season prior to the arrival of Rodgers, and just two fewer 
goals. Liverpool have 11 more points than this time last season. In 18 months, 
without a radical change of personnel, Rodgers has restored an identity. 
Amid the desperate urge for reassurance that this shift is permanent, there is a 
lingering tendency to see potential flaws, such as the inability to keep a clean 
sheet even when they dominate games, an away record in sharp contrast to their 
home comforts and an enduring number of 'squad players' (and recent signings) 
who may have to wait until next year's Capital One Cup to start a game. It is also 
the duty of the browbeaten to ask 'what would this team be like without Luis 
Suarez?' 
Anfield occasions, however, have become more consistently joyous than they 
have been at any time since John Barnes was playing. You presume you are going 
to witness extraordinary skill from Suarez and it's hard to recall the last home 
fixture when he did not oblige. 
The Premier League may decide he scored only once here, a crucial third during a 
period when West Ham, improbably, were threatening to steal a point in the 
aftermath of Martin Skrtel's 66th-minute own-goal. That, and Suarez's header 
from an 80thminute Glen Johnson cross were the only strikes the 'dubious goals 
panel' will not be reviewing. 
Suarez created the first and the fourth. His 42nd-minute strike across Jussi 
Jaaskelainen saw the keeper push the ball on to the advancing Guy Demel. Two 
minutes into the second half, the points seemed safe when Mamadou Sakho's 
header was helped in by James Collins, but a brief glimpse into how life in 
Liverpool's midfield looks without Steven Gerrard - who sustained a hamstring 
strain - ended a rampant attacking spell. 
Skrtel deflected Matt Jarvis's header past Simon Mignolet, and Liverpool were 
grateful there are plastic mallets sharper than West Ham striker Modibo Maiga, 
who miscued from close range at 2-1. After heading the third, Suarez saw his 20-
yard strike deflect in off O'Brien six minutes from the end. He was not the sole 
performer: Joe Allen was excellent for the second consecutive home game, Sakho 
looks the part at the back and Philippe Coutinho is prompting his manager to fire 
regular emails to Brazil manager Luiz Felipe Scolari. 
"I am constantly on to Scolari because I know him from my Chelsea days," 
Rodgers said. "They have Neymar, Oscar and Bernard so they have a raft of talent 
there - but Coutinho is an exceptional player for 21 years of age. Hopefully, he 
might get into the World Cup squad. He is certainly at that level." 
West Ham will be rooted in a relegation scrap until they find a fit or new striker, 
preferably both. 
Liverpool, to again quote Rodgers, are "in the conversation" for a Champions 
League place. With Tottenham Hotspur next, and trips to Manchester City and 
Chelsea to follow shortly after, it is time to take this splendid home form on a 
road trip. 
Gerrard injury fears 
Liverpool fear that Steven Gerrard will be forced to miss the crucial festive fixture 
schedule after suffering a hamstring strain. 
Gerrard had tests yesterday but the early indications were not promising, with the 
possibility of at least a month on the sidelines. 
That would rule Gerrard out of fixtures with Spurs, Chelsea and Manchester City 
as Liverpool seek to preserve their top-four position. 
Gerrard was hurt in the 4-1 win against West Ham. 
 



 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  7 December 2013 
Opposition:  West Ham United 
Competition:  League 

7
 D

ecem
b
er 

2
0
1
3
 

Telegraph 

Mail 

Sun Telegraph 

Guardian 

Sunday Times 

Sun Independent 

Observer Times Mirror 

 
Standard 

Echo 

Post 

BBC 

 

 
 

 

 
TYPICAL. YOU WAIT YEARS FOR A LATIN AMERICAN GENIUS ..THEN 
TWO COME ALONG AT ONCE! 
LIVERPOOL 4 Demel 42 og, Sakho 47, Suarez 81, O'Brien 84 og 
WEST HAM 1 Skrtel 66 og 
BRENDAN RODGERS is convinced he has a South American star who will set the 
World Cup alight - in addition to Luis Suarez. The Uruguayan showed just how 
ready he is to torment England next summer with another goal to take his tally to 
a staggering 9 in his last four home matches. West Ham were the victims this 
time, but the manager's gaze settled equally on another luminescent Latin. 
Philippe Coutinho may not have produced a goal avalanche like Suarez, but he is 
equally gifted on the ball. And that has not gone unnoticed by Rodgers, who 
revealed that Brazil boss Luiz Felipe Scolari's phone has been hot with his calls. 
"Philippe is such a talent now, he is an absolute joy to watch, and I have been on 
to Scolari constantly about him because I know Luiz from my Chelsea days," he 
said. "Brazil have such an array of talent in Neymar, Oscar and Bernard, but 
Scolari knows all about Coutinho because I have been on about him and Lucas. 
"Lucas has got into the team, which is great. Obviously it is more difficult in 
Philippe as there is a lot of competition in his position. But he really is at that level 
and he just has to keep playing and pushing his case. 
"Felipe has asked me to keep an eye on the Brazil boys and give any feedback - 
even ones from other clubs - but I'm only concerned about ours here and for me, 
Philippe is brilliant." Coutinho was behind everything good in Liverpool's build-up 
and he mesmerised the Hammers into the mistakes that eventually made them 
crack. It was his intelligent ball that eventually saw Suarez's shot cannon off 
keeper Jussi Jaaskelainen on to Guy Demel and into the net. 
Liverpool built on that lead with another fortunate goal soon after the break 
when defender Mamadou Sakho scored his first Reds goal with a mishit shot. 
That inspired Coutinho to produce a virtuoso passage of p p g football for the next 
15 minutes, and even when West Ham got a lucky goal of their own as Martin 
Skrtel turned into his own net, the Samba star killed them off. 
Naturally Suarez scored with a fine header then produced a brilliant turn and shot 
that deflected in off Joey O'Brien. The visitors were hardly helped when Kevin 
Nolan got himself sent off for a vicious, senseless hack down Jordan Henderson's 
Achilles. Rodgers was not surprised by Coutinho's display - he had been watching 
evidence only days earlier. "I saw some videos of him playing from when he was 
12, 13, and it was amazing," he added. "He was playing futsal and there was no 
difference to how he is now. He plays like a street kid with the joy and excitement 
of a boy but his performances are like a man." Liverpool have now scored four or 
more in four successive home games and not since the Dalglish-Rush era have 
they been so devastating in front of goal. It was no wonder that Hammers boss 
Sam Allardyce was annoyed with his side's failure to take their chances when the 
game was even and the dismissal of his captain Nolan. 
"It was a disappointing day because we had opportunities and didn't take them, 
ended up losing 4-1 and now we've lost two key players with Downing injured and 
Nolan's red," he said. "We are in a difficult position at the moment, in the league 
position we are in, but also the players we have already got out, so to have two 
more unavailable is a big problem. "That's why Nolan's dismissal was 
irresponsible. I know it came out of frustration, but he is experienced enough not 
to do that." d.maddock@trinitymirror.com 
64% Possession 36% 
8 Shots on target 1 
11 Shots off target 2 
8 Corners 4 
2 Offside 1 
9 Fouls 12 
Referee: M Oliver Att: 44,871 
LIVERPOOL OUR RATING 
Mignolet 7 Impressive again with world-class save Johnson 6 Brilliant cross for the 
decisive third goal Skrtel 6 Defended well, but a loss of concentration for og 
Sakho 7 Best game so far, finally saw his strength & physique Flanagan 6 
Impressive energy, but seemed nervous on ball Gerrard 7 Controlled midfield, 
blow when he limped off Allen 7 Looked back to his best with busy display 
Sterling 6 Subtle skills and exciting running Coutinho 8 MOTM. You just have to sit 
back and enjoy his talent Henderson 7 His running is almost a key to his side's 
possession Suarez 7 Another goalscoring display but not his best 
Subs: Lucas (Gerrard 56) 6 Moses (Sterling 72) 5 Kelly (Flanagan 78) – 
WEST HAM 
Jaaskelainen 7 Couple of good saves on busy afternoon, no obvious howlers 
Demel 6 Booked. Unlucky with own goal, he kept going 
Collins 7 Booked. Defended bravely, as was really unlucky to Kop it Tomkins 6 
Good effort to keep Suarez quiet before he went off McCartney 6 Worked hard 
and like rest will feel deserved better Noble 6 Tough job in centre against passing 
team, showed spirit Diame 6 Overrun for long periods but improved 
Downing 5 No service and was a peripheral figure on return Nolan 5 Sent off. 
Shocking & stupid challenge on Henderson Jarvis 6 Had to work back as much 
forward, no lack of effort Maiga 6 Looked lively early on, but not great in second 
half Subs: Cole (Downing 46) 6 O'Brien (Tomkins 56) 6 Taylor (Jarvis 85) 
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More home comforts as Reds dish out another Anfield thrashing 
There is no place like home for this Liverpool FC side. 
A season rocked by an embarrassing defeat at Hull City has been reinvigorated by 
back to back Anfield triumphs. After briefly threatening an unlikely comeback on 
Saturday, West Ham ultimately became the latest of the Premier League’s lesser 
lights to be on the receiving end of a hiding on Merseyside. Once again Luis 
Suarez took on the role of chief tormentor with relish but this was no one-man 
show. Brendan Rodgers was left to reflect on what a difference a week makes. 
From the depths of despair following the devastating loss of top scorer Daniel 
Sturridgeto injury and that painful debacle at the KC Stadium, back to the dizzy 
heights of second place in the Premier League following two resounding victories. 
The response the manager had demanded has been emphatic. 
The transformation in Liverpool’s home form has unquestionably been the most 
impressive achievement of Rodgers’ reign so far. 
On his first day in the job he vowed to make a trip to Anfield ‘the longest 90 
minutes of an opponent’s life’ and he has made giant strides towards achieving 
that. It’s a remarkable statistic that Liverpool have already won more home 
league games this season than they did in the entire campaign before Rodgers’ 
appointment. He inherited a squad gripped by anxiety when they walked out at 
Anfield. The pressure and expectation weighed heavily on their shoulders. 
Not any more. Now confidence and belief surge through the players’ veins and it’s 
visiting teams who do the wilting. The fear factor has been returned. Liverpool 
have plundered 20 goals in their last five home matches. They have scored more 
goals at Anfield in the past week than Manchester United have managed in the 
league at Old Trafford all season. Yet now is not the time to gloat at anyone else’s 
expense. A weekend when so many of their top four rivals slipped up only served 
to underline what a glorious opportunity the Reds have to secure their return to 
Europe’s elite this term. But in order to achieve that they must start producing 
the goods away from the comfort of Anfield. Life is about to get significantly 
tougher and Rodgers’ side need to prove they aren’t simply flat-track bullies. 
Just nine of the Reds’ 30 points have been secured on their travels and they 
haven’t won away since beating then managerless Sunderland in September. 
Their festive schedule could hardly be more demanding. Sunday’s clash at 
Tottenham is followed by the visit of Cardiff City before Liverpool head for 
Manchester City on Boxing Day and Chelsea three days later. 
The closing weeks of 2013 promise to provide a real litmus test of the Reds’ 
Champions League credentials. Rodgers will demand the same kind of character 
and resolve on enemy territory as he now gets routinely on home turf. 
The size of the challenge will be increased by the absence of Steven Gerrard . The 
Reds skipper looks set to miss those crunch fixtures after pulling up with a 
hamstring injury on Saturday . It was no coincidence that after Gerrard limped off 
early in the second half, the Hammers secured a foothold in the contest. 
Briefly, Liverpool lost control and when Martin Skrtel’s own goal halved the deficit 
the nerves were jangling before Suarez’s late flourish wrapped up the points. 
Gerrard will be sorely missed and Rodgers will need others to step up over the 
coming weeks, not only to fill the void in terms of ability but also leadership. 
The manager will at least take solace in the fact that he’s losing Gerrard at a time 
whenJoe Allen appears to have kick-started his Anfield career. 
This was Allen’s best performance for Liverpool since the early days of last season.  
The £15million midfielder has endured a torrid 12 months due to loss of form and 
injuries but he has come through it. Allen justified Rodgers’ decision to pick him 
ahead of Lucas Leiva as he used the ball intelligently and ensured the Reds 
remained on the front foot. The Welshman played a big part in the opening goal 
three minutes before the break. His relentless pressing won back possession 25 
yards out and Glen Johnson nodded it into the path of Suarez. 
The Uruguayan’s low drive was parried by Jussi Jaaskelainen and the ball struck 
Guy Demel and went in. It was a stroke of good fortune but Liverpool deserved 
their lead having dominated most of the first half. 
With Philippe Coutinho flourishing in a central role behind Suarez, they were 
bursting with creativity. Suarez, Jordan Henderson and Raheem Sterling all should 
have scored before the breakthrough arrived. At the other end Simon Mignolet 
didn’t have much to do but showed his class with a fine save to keep out Modibo 
Maiga’s header. Struggling West Ham have been good to Liverpool – taking high-
earning flops like Andy Carroll, Joe Cole and Stewart Downing off their hands. 
There was never any danger of an Anfield old boy returning to haunt them. 
Downing spent the first 45 minutes in Jon Flanagan’s pocket before Cole replaced 
him for the second half and somehow managed to make even less of a 
contribution. Two minutes after the interval it was 2-0. Gerrard’s deep free-kick 
was scuffed goalwards by Mamadou Sakho and Skrtel challenged James Collins, 
who could only hack it into the roof of the net. 
The impressive Sakho, recalled after Daniel Agger was ruled out due to illness, 
gleefully claimed his first goal for the Reds. 
Sterling should have celebrated his 19th birthday with a goal. His pace and 
movement caused the Hammers plenty of problems but his finishing was 
wayward. When Skrtel poked Matt Jarvis’ header into his own net, the 
atmosphere was transformed and passes started to go astray. 
 

But the Reds dug deep and Suarez provided Roy Hodgson with a reminder about 
what lies in store for England in that World Cup showdown in Sao Paulo next 
June. Liverpool killed off West Ham with a goal of true quality in the 81st minute. 
Allen and Coutinho combined to find Johnson on the right and the full-back 
whipped in the perfect cross for Suarez, who headed home his 14th Premier 
League goal of the season. Lifelong Reds fan Kevin Nolan deservedly saw red for 
planting his studs in the back of Henderson’s calf before Suarez had the final 
word. He twisted and turned away from Mark Noble and his piledriver deflected 
in off substitute Joey O’Brien with Jaaskelainen wrong-footed. If the dubious goals 
panel see sense the goal will be credited to Suarez. Home sweet home for 
Liverpool. Now they need to perform with that kind of swagger on the road. 
 

 
Liverpool FC extended their prolific scoring run at Anfield as they hammered West 
Ham 4-1 to climb to second place in the Premier League. 
Brendan Rodgers' side ultimately ran out comfortable winners to take their tally 
to 20 goals in the past five home league matches. The only downside for the Reds 
was the sight of skipper Steven Gerrard limping off with a hamstring injury early in 
the second half. Guy Demel's own goal put Liverpool in front just before the break 
and early in the second half Mamadou Sakho grabbed his first goal for the club. 
The Hammers had hope when Martin Skrtel put through his own net but the hosts 
rallied late on with Luis Suarez bagging a double to take his tally for the season to 
15 Premier League goals. Suarez's strikes were sandwiched by a red card for West 
Ham skipper Kevin Nolan after a reckless challenge on Jordan Henderson. 
Rodgers made just one change from the side which thrashed Norwich City 5-1 in 
midweek after Daniel Agger was ruled out due to illness. 
The vice-captain's absence meant that Sakho was handed his first appearance 
since last month's defeat to Arsenal. Predictably, Suarez was in the thick of it from 
the start and after Jon Flanagan picked him out on the edge of the box he 
attempted an audacious chip which drifted narrowly wide. Philippe Coutinho then 
released the Uruguayan with an incisive pass but his scuffed shot was easy for 
Jussi Jaaskelainen. 
The Hammers continued to sit deep and frustrate the hosts, who looked most 
threatening when they counter-attacked at pace. 
Simon Mignolet's quick throw found Raheem Sterling down the left and the 
teenager delivered an inviting cross towards the back post. 
Henderson met it sweetly but Demel made a timely block to deflect it behind. 
West Ham had barely ventured outside their own half but only the heroics of 
Mignolet denied them a shock lead in the 21 minute. 
Modibo Maiga nodded Matt Jarvis' cross goalwards and it took a fine save from 
the Reds shot-stopper to claw it to safety. 
Liverpool slowly cranked up the pressure with Sterling failing to convert after 
Coutinho's pass had put him clear. 
A sense of frustration around Anfield turned to delight when the deadlock was 
broken three minutes before the break. 
Suarez's low drive was spilled by Jaaskelainen and the rebound struck Demel and 
rolled over the line. 
The Reds should have added a quickfire second as Sterling burst through and teed 
up Suarez but he went out for the spectacular with the outside of his boot and got 
it badly wrong. 
Sam Allardyce took off Stewart Downing at the interval and replaced him with 
fellow Anfield old boy Joe Cole. Before Cole had even broken into a sweat 
Liverpool were 2-0 up. 
Gerrard whipped one of his trademark free-kicks to the back post and Sakho sent 
it bobbling goalwards. Skrtel challenged with Collins on the line and the defender 
could only direct it into the roof of the net. 
Liverpool were rampant with Sterling forcing another excellent stop from 
Jaaskelainen. 
However, before the hour mark they were rocked by the sight of Gerrard pulling 
up injured. He immediately signalled to the bench that he needed to come off and 
Lucas Leiva replaced him. 
Sterling had two glorious chances to put the result beyond doubt but he fired the 
first over the bar and then the keeper came to the Hammers' rescue. 
West Ham grabbed a lifeline in the 66 minute as Matt Jarvis nodded back across 
goal and Skrtel knocked it into his own net. 
Suddenly, the atmosphere around Anfield was transformed. Passes started to go 
astray and anxiety levels increased. 
Victor Moses and Martin Kelly came on for Sterling and Flanagan, and there were 
some nervous moments with Maiga going close to converting Collins' shot. 
In the 81 minute relief engulfed Anfield. Coutinho found Glen Johnson on the 
right and his perfect cross was emphatically headed home by Suarez. 
Just seconds later the Reds' task was made easier when Nolan planted his studs in 
the back of Henderson's calf and was given a straight red card. 
Suarez had the final word six minutes from time as he turned past Mark Noble on 
the edge of the box and his effort struck substitute Joey O'Brien and flew past the 
helpless Jaaskelainen. 
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Suarez gives England more to fear 
This was an afternoon of smoking guns and bleeding feet. Four of the five goals 
were helped into their own net by a variety of defenders, most of them wearing 
West Ham shirts. There were other casualties. Kevin Nolan was sent off for 
stupidly raking his studs down the back of Jordan Henderson's leg, an act that 
sprang from unremitting frustration, while Stewart Downing was taken to hospital 
to have his calf and Achilles tendon stitched after a challenge from Jon Flanagan. 
For Liverpool, the chief concern was their captain, Steven Gerrard, who midway 
through the second half was forced off with a hamstring injury, which his 
manager, Brendan Rodgers, hoped was a strain rather than a tear. Liverpool may 
be second in the Premier League but they have already lost Daniel Sturridge and 
they do not have especially deep resources with away fixtures at Tottenham, 
Manchester City and Chelsea on the horizon. 
They do, however, possess the season's outstanding footballer, who scored the 
only clean goal of the day. Luis Suarez may panic those who have to defend 
against him but he has begun to spread fear through the country's bookmakers. In 
the wake of his destruction of Norwich City on Wednesday night, he was a mere 
10-1 to score a hat-trick here. 
Sport can throw up, some strange statistics. Of Geoff Boycott's 151 centuries, 
none came against Cambridge University, the easiest route of all to a first-class 
hundred. Suarez had not, until now, scored against West Ham, a team whose last 
victory at Anfield came in 1963 and featured a goal from Geoff Hurst, who in 
Friday's World Cup draw ensured Suarez and Gerrard would meet in S[pounds 
sterling]o Paulo. Rodgers said Suarez had "just smiled and laughed" about it when 
he met up with the squad, but as the tournament looms, he will cast a bigger 
shadow. 
Suarez was involved in the last two goals, driving home a powerful, close range 
header that finished off a high-class cross from Glen Johnson. Then, on the edge 
of the area he sent Mark Noble first one way and then the other as if he were 
facing the last pick on the school playground. His shot cannoned off Joey O'Brien's 
back for the third own-goal of the match. 
The [pounds sterling]40m Rodgers turned down from Arsenal now seems a 
superlative piece of business. "You don't put a price on him but he is up there 
with the best players in the world," he said, replying to remarks from the 
Manchester City manager, Manuel Pellegrini, that Sergio Aguero is a superior 
player. 
"I wouldn't swap Luis for anyone. What he gives the team is a relentless desire." 
In April, West Ham forced a goalless draw at Anfield, thanks largely to a display of 
absolute commitment from James Collins. The Welshman was unable to re-scale 
those heights and his chief memory would have been of deflecting a scuffed shot 
from Mamadou Sakho into his own net via the crossbar. 
Compared to his last goal, the one that took France to the World Cup, it was very 
small beer. He had not started a game for Liverpool for nearly a month and but 
for illness afflicting Daniel Agger he would not have done so now. 
The scoreline may have been similar to Wednesday night's humbling of Norwich 
but West Ham's resistance was rather more dogged even after Guy Demel, 
running back to cover, had turned in Suarez's half-saved shot. 
With all the own goals flying around, Martin Skrtel, who had put through his own 
net at Hull did so again, but Sam Allardyce, another British manager whose 
position is under constant scrutiny, considered the turning point was Modibo 
Maiga's header that Simon Mignolet tipped into the Kop. Rodgers was rather 
more ruthless in his assessment. He saidLiverpool might have scored eight. 
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Mignolet; Johnson, Skrtel, Sakho, Flanagan (Kelly, 78); Gerrard 
(Lucas, 67), Allen; Henderson, Coutinho, Sterling (Moses, 72); Suarez. 
West Ham (4-1-4-1): Jaaskelainen; Demel, Collins, Tomkins (O'Brien, 67), 
McCartney; Noble; Downing (J Cole, h-t), Diam[c], Nolan, Jarvis; Maiga. 
Referee: Michael Oliver. 
Man of the match: Coutinho (Liverpool) 
Match rating: 6/10 
 

 
Suarez show just keeps rolling along 
Liverpool 4 Demel 42 (og), Sakho 47, Suarez 81 84 
West Ham 1 Skrtel 66 (og) 
Att: 44,781 
Roy Hodgson would be well advised to keep away from Anfield for the next six 
months. 
For the sake of his mental health when assessing England's World Cup rivals, he 
should also ignore any scout reports from his ex-club, and master the art of the 
quick channel hop whenever Liverpool's playing on TV at home. 
Luis Suarez was at it again, not quite reaching the heights of his midweek 
quadruple as he helped his side to a 4-1 victory over West Ham, but nevertheless 
as effervescent, enterprising and dynamic as ever. He scored two - although one 
may have been an own goal - and can claim an assist for another. 
There must be a temptation for Liverpool to start printing 'starring Luis Suarez' on 
the match ticket, such is the guarantee of entertainment from Anfield's headline 
act. In an age when footballers are often begrudged their wealth, few will argue if 
Liverpool's owners offer silly money to ensure Suarez stays top of the bill on 
Merseyside for the foreseeable future. 
Brendan Rodgers' Anfield press conferences now tend to be ten minutes of 
purring about the striker. How much is he worth? How good is he? How 
can Liverpool keep him? "I don't think you can put a price on him and I would not 
want to," said Rodgers. "I would not swap him for any player in the world. I get 
the chance to work with him every day and when you have that in a player you 
never want to let it go. It's a privilege to work with him." 
The dubious goals panel may yet decide that Suarez scored only once in a game 
which ended more comfortably than it had been for a long period, as his second 
on 84 minutes was heavily deflected off Joey O'Brien. 
Indeed, it needed Suarez's header four minutes earlier to ease the nerves after a 
trio of own goals, two for the visitors, gave the scoreline more balance than the 
attacking statistics. Liverpool had 29 shots on goal and as an offensive power they 
are mesmerising on their own soil, Suarez and the dancing feet of Philippe 
Coutinho able to conjure passes, shots and goals from the most improbable of 
angles. 
Sam Allardyce could bemoan a degree of bad luck as Guy Demel and James Collins 
struck past their own keeper either side of half-time to assist the Merseyside 
cause, and when Martin Skrtel repeated the trick for the home side midway 
through the second half, directing Matt Jarvis' header past Simon Mignolet, there 
was a temporary momentum shift. 
Modiga Maiba, the definition of an emergency striker, could have had a hat-trick, 
but he miscued two close range chances and was unlucky when Mignolet made 
an acrobatic early save. 
Allardyce attributed the scoreline to the gulf in class in opposing areas. 
"Liverpool are where they are and we're we are because they take their chances 
and we don't," said the West Ham manager. "What was sickening for us was how 
they got the first goal, Jussi made a good save but it hits Demel and goes in. We 
should have been coming in at 0-0." 
Allardyce did not contest an 'irresponsible' red card for Kevin Nolan on 83 
minutes, his captain disciplined for an ugly challenge on Jordan Henderson. By 
then, the game was over. 
The home team's afternoon was soured only by an injury to Steven Gerrard, who 
pulled up on 55 minutes with a hamstring strain. Liverpool (4-1-4-1) Mignolet 7; 
Johnson 6, Skrtel 6, Sakho 7, Flanagan 6 (Kelly 79); Allen 8; Coutinho 8, Gerrard 7 
(Lucas 54), Henderson 6, Sterling 6 (Moses); Suarez 9. Subs: Jones, Alberto, Aspas, 
Cissokho. West Ham (4-4-1-1) Jaaskelainen 6, McCartney 6, Tomkins 5 (O'Brien 
56), Collins 5, Demel 5; Jarvis 6 (Taylor 84), Noble 6, Diame 6, Downing 6 (J Cole 
45); Nolan 5; Maiga 5. Subs: Collison, Adrian, Diarra, C Cole. Booked J Cole 
Referee: M Oliver (Northumberland) 
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Suarez twists knife 
CAN Liverpool really win the Premier League? Perhaps: this morning they are 
second in the table after dismissing West Ham United and scoring their ninth goal 
in four days. Perhaps not: the scoreline may have been comprehensive, but the 
game was more nuanced. West Ham contained Liverpool until Guy Demel's 42nd-
minute own goal. Moreover, Luis Suarez headed Liverpool's third at the very 
moment West Ham seemed set to equalise. Either way, a Champions League 
place, seems attainable. 
"I'm delighted with the victory and our 29 attempts on goal," Liverpool manager 
Brendan Rodgers said. "West Ham gave us trouble, but technically we held up." 
With a showing that will give Roy Hodgson pause for even more thought, Suarez 
was the game's dominant competitor and involved in all four goals. Rodgers paid 
tribute to the Uruguayan: "He's priceless, up there with the best players in the 
world. He's very happy here, but his drive is relentless. He's a humble man, a true 
professional and a good guy. It's a privilege to work with him." 
What Sam Allardyce described as a "bonus game" at a venue where his team have 
not triumphed in 50 years had the aura of a season-definer. 
And if a game where his team had the last touch on three of Liverpool's goals and 
had their captain, Kevin Nolan, dismissed does define their season, the outlook is 
bleak. 
"A harsh scoreline," argued Allardyce, with some justification. 
"We never recovered from their second goal. Liverpool have a little bit of quality 
that we haven't." 
West Ham had the first real chance when Matthew Jarvis hurtled down the left 
and crossed for Modibo Maiga, whose fearsome header was tipped over by Simon 
Mignolet. 
There was a new steely resilience to West Ham. Liverpool's Joe Allen was an 
unconvincing midfield linchpin when confronted with Nolan, and Steven Gerrard 
looked unusually heavy-legged. 
In such circumstances it would take something special or fortunate to topple 
West Ham. It came when Glen Johnson headed James Tomkins' poor clearance 
into Suarez's path and the striker swivelled and shot low for goal. Jussi 
Jaaskelainen's parry hit Demel's shins and bobbled in. 
Stewart Downing went to hospital at half-time to have his Achilles tendon 
stitched after a Jon Flanagan tackle, and two minutes after the restart, West 
Ham's afternoon was over. 
Tomkins hacked down Suarez. Gerrard curled the free kick to the back post, 
where Mamadou Sakho sliced it into the ground. The ball bounced towards goal 
and, under pressure from Martin Skrtel, James Collins inadvertently helped it in. 
After that, West Ham heads dropped and a thrashing loomed. Instead, they pulled 
one back with their first attack of the second half. Demel collected Nolan's cute 
lay-off and crossed deep from the left, Jarvis headed into the six-yard box and 
Skrtel sliced it into the roof of Mignolet's goal. 
Just as quickly, WestHam were engulfed in darkness. First Johnson's cross eluded 
Collins and Suarez headed in at the back post. Then Nolan was sent off for a 
reckless lunge on Henderson and, finally, Suarez's hopeful punt took a deflection 
off Joey O'Brien, to leave Jaaskelainen wrong-footed and his team above the 
relegation places on goal difference. 
Liverpool: Mignolet 7, Johnson 7, Flanagan 6 (Kelly 78min), Allen 5, Skrtel 5, Sakho 
6, Henderson 6, Gerrard 6 (Lucas 56min 6), Suarez 8, Coutinho 6, Sterling 7 
(Moses 72min) WEST HAM: Jaaskelainen 6, Demel 6, McCartney 6, Diame 7, 
Collins 5, Tomkins 5 (O''Brien 56min 5), Downing 5 (Cole 45min 5), Noble 7, Maiga 
6, Nolan 7, Jarvis 7 (Taylor 85min) 
 

 
Suarez's World Cup warning 
Perhaps it was fitting that names indelibly associated with the World Cup, Geoff 
Hurst and Martin Peters, were banded around Liverpool yesterday. West Ham still 
haven't won at Anfield since 1963, when Alec Douglas-Home occupied 10 
Downing Street, the Beatles were at No1 and, more pertinently, the future World 
Cup winners scored in a 2-1 triumph. 
As a half-century of hurt for the Hammers was extended into a 51st year, England 
were supplied with an unwanted, and rather unnecessary, reminder that their 
own long wait for global glory is likely to continue beyond next summer. Courtesy 
of Friday's World Cup draw, Luis Suarez and Uruguay lie in wait for them in Sao 
Paulo on 19 June. 
If Roy Hodgson was looking for any pointers on keeping him quiet, West Ham 
offered few. Suarez was irrepressible and, eventually, they were eviscerated. He 
scored one goal, played a part in two that were debited to visiting defenders and 
enabled Liverpool to leapfrog Chelsea and Manchester City to go second. 
His extraordinary haul at home now includes 10 goals in four games. There is a 
case for giving him an 11th, with Liverpool's fourth deflecting in off Joey O'Brien's 
back, albeit after an exquisite display of trickery and a Suarez shot. "He will 
probably still claim it," said Brendan Rodgers. "It was a wonderful piece of skill." 
Suarez's fondness for the spectacular was illustrated against Norwich on 
Wednesday. His sole goal - officially, anyway - yesterday was comparatively 
mundane, but showed the range in his repertoire. He met Glen Johnson's far-post 
cross with an accurate header. It was yet another example of why Liverpool did 
not let him leave in the summer. "He gives us a relentless desire," Rodgers said. 
"When you have that, you don't want to let him go. It hasn't always been smooth 
sailing but it has been a real privilege to work with him. He is up there with the 
best players in the world." 
He also has a capacity to make inferior players err. The opener was a case in 
point. Guy Demel was the unwitting scorer but Suarez nevertheless deserved 
much of the credit. The Uruguayan cushioned Johnson's pass on his knee and 
unleashed a half-volley. While Jussi Jaaskelainen parried it, the ball bounced into 
the net off Demel. He has a habit of inducing own goals, with yesterday's two 
following another from Fulham's Fernando Amorebieta five weeks ago. 
"I wouldn't swap him for anyone," Rodgers said. His captain can appear almost as 
indispensable but Liverpool may be without Steven Gerrard for a while. He 
hobbled off. "It was his hamstring," the manager said. "He felt a little tweak. We 
just need to see how that is." 
Before his departure, Gerrard's dead-ball expertise indirectly led to Liverpool's 
second. His free-kick was met in rather unconvincing fashion by Mamadou Sakho. 
However, as his miscued volley was bobbling in, James Collins tried to hook it 
clear. The ball went in via the underside of the bar with Martin Skrtel insisting he 
had applied the final touch. Whoever the scorer, given West Ham's reputation as 
set-piece specialists, it was a galling way to concede. 
The deficit was then halved when Skrtel, who scored an own goal at Hull last 
Sunday, repeated the feat, diverting Matt Jarvis's header past Simon Mignolet. 
"We had 29 attempts and we could have easily doubled the four goals we 
scored," Rodgers said. Indeed, Raheem Sterling could have had a hat-trick. 
Not that West Ham left grateful for Liverpool's profligacy. "Stewart Downing is in 
hospital having his achilles and calf stitched up from a nasty challenge from [Jon] 
Flanagan," Sam Allardyce said. The West Ham manager could not claim the moral 
high ground, though. Kevin Nolan was dismissed for a malicious stamp on the 
back of Jordan Henderson's right leg. "Kevin Nolan shouldn't have lost his cool," 
Allardyce accepted. 
It came just a minute after Suarez scored and an hour after the disparity in 
striking resources was highlighted by the visiting fans. Forget Luis Suarez, they 
urged, "we've got Carlton Cole". 
LIVERPOOL Mignolet; Johnson, Skrtel, Sakho, Flanagan (Kelly 78); Gerrard (Lucas 
56), Allen; Henderson, Coutinho, Sterling (Moses 72); Suarez Subs not used Jones, 
Cissokho, Alberto, Aspas 
WEST HAM Jaaskelainen; Demel&#9632;, Collins&#9632;, Tomkins (O'Brien 17), 
McCartney; Diame, Noble; Downing 
(J Cole 46), Nolan&#9632;, Jarvis (Taylor 84); Maiga 
Subs not used Adrian, Diarra, Collison, C Cole 
Anfield 44,781 
Game rating Referee Michael Oliver 
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Liverpool ease to win over West Ham 
Liverpool striker Luis Suarez may not have stolen the show in quite the way he did 
earlier in the week but his influence in the 4-1 win at home to West Ham was just 
as significant. 
It was the Uruguay international's shot which produced Guy Demel's own goal 
just before half-time, he won the free-kick from which Mamadou Sakho scored his 
first goal for the club and then added a late goal to calm the nerves after Martin 
Skrtel put past his own goalkeeper. 
He might even have laid claim to the fifth goal of the afternoon but the ball had 
taken a fateful deflection off Joey O'Brien. 
Suarez could have had back-to-back hat-tricks after getting four in midweek 
against Norwich but in taking his tally to 26 in his last 25 league matches, 
including 10 in his last four home matches, he provided further proof - should it 
be needed - that he is central to the Reds' bid to regain Champions League status. 
The only downside to the day was the sight of Steven Gerrard limping off injured 
midway through the second half, which prompted a period of uncertainty which 
was in danger of developing into a terminal decline until Suarez's late 
intervention. 
In the first half, even with playmaker Philippe Coutinho pulling the strings, often 
dropping very deep from his position behind the main striker, West Ham 
appeared to have worked out a way to stifle Liverpool's primary threat. 
The visitors packed central areas with plenty of bodies and if nothing else that 
restricted the space in which Suarez had to move. 
But even that tactic cannot cut the Uruguay international entirely out of the game 
and that is why his standing in world football is matching his soaring valuation. 
Having seen a left-footed chip drift wide the 26-year-old was a lively presence in 
and around the penalty area and had a shot from Gerrard's pass deflected wide 
before getting in the way of Jordan Henderson's effort after he cut in from the 
left. 
That was symptomatic of the opening 40 minutes as Liverpool strained to create 
chances but none which could really be described as clear-cut. 
Raheem Sterling, who got a verbal rocket from Gerrard urging him to up his game 
and was frequently whistled at by manager Brendan Rodgers like a demented 
contestant on 'One Man and His Dog', provided plenty going forward but not 
nearly enough in the finishing department. 
His pace on the diagonal run from the right started to open up the Hammers' 
defence - especially with Coutinho's weight of pass timed to perfection - but he 
lacked an end product and his scuffed shot having outpaced his opponents failed 
to trouble Jussi Jaaskelainen. 
That task fell to Suarez, of course, whose angled shot just before the break was 
not held by the Finn and bounced into the path of Demel who diverted the ball 
back past his own goalkeeper. 
It was just the lucky break the home side needed after a first half of toil. 
West Ham could feel slightly aggrieved as they had created the best chance when 
Modibo Maiga's header was brilliantly tipped over by Simon Mignolet. 
They also saw Matt Jarvis' cross evade Mignolet and roll through the six-yard area 
after Johnson had given away possession to George McCartney. 
The goal forced the visitors to be more open after the break but only two minutes 
in they were further behind. 
James Tomkins went through the back of Suarez and Gerrard's free-kick picked 
out Sakho at the far post. 
The France defender, making his first start since the November 2 defeat at 
Arsenal, completely fluffed his shot but did just enough to divert it goalwards and 
Collins could not keep it from crossing the line. 
All done and dusted, you would have thought, but soon after Liverpool lost 
Gerrard to injury as he raced down the inside-right channel. 
West Ham drew confidence from a sharp reflex save by Jaaskelainen to deny 
Sterling's first-time effort and then were handed a way back into the game when 
Skrtel scored his second own goal in a week after turning Jarvis' header past 
Mignolet. 
That really cranked up the tension as the home side conceded the initiative and it 
was only wrested back thanks to Suarez. 
Glen Johnson produced the perfect shot for the striker to head home at the far 
post and then smashed what would have been a second against O'Brien, across 
goal then home via the crossbar. 
In between that Kevin Nolan was sent off for raking his studs down the back of 
Henderson's calf as the Hammers were reduced to 10 men for the closing stages. 
Uncharacteristically Suarez squandered the chance of scoring another late goal 
after rounding Jaaskelainen with five minutes to go, instead running the ball out 
of play. 
He was obviously having an off-day. 
 

 
Liverpool went second in the table with victory over West Ham in a match that 
featured three own goals plus another strike for the in-form Luis Suarez. 
The Reds took the lead when the ball ricocheted in off Guy Demel, before 
Mamadou Sakho scuffed in a second. 
Martin Skrtel's own goal briefly gave the Hammers hope, but Suarez's bullet 
header restored Liverpool's cushion. 
West Ham's Kevin Nolan was sent off for a poor challenge, before Suarez's strike 
deflected in off Joey O'Brien. 
A day after Suarez's national side were pitted against England in the World Cup 
draw , the Uruguayan provided the latest reminder of the task that will face Roy 
Hodgson's defenders in Sao Paulo on 19 June 2014. 
Brendan Rodgers's side have now scored a formidable 17 goals in four home 
matches, seemingly having dispelled concerns from previous seasons that they 
struggle at Anfield against the Premier League's so-called lesser sides. 
Not that this victory was as straight-forward as the scoreline suggests, after the 
lowly Hammers more than matched the Reds in the first half until conceding an 
unlucky opening goal. 
Nor was it a vintage display from Suarez, who single-handedly demolished the 
Reds' last opponents Norwich in midweek, but still he added another goal to bring 
his season's tally to 14 in 10 league games. 
By contrast, West Ham's leading striker Modibo Maiga has not scored for a year, 
but he came mightily close to doing so twice within the first 20 minutes as West 
Ham began with purpose and vigour. 
First, the Malian failed to make contact with a clever through-ball from Mohamed 
Diame, then he saw a powerful header brilliantly saved by Simon Mignolet. 
Suarez's afternoon began in inauspicious fashion when he fired feebly at Jussi 
Jaaskelainen with an uncharacteristic lack of aplomb, while another Liverpool 
chance was wasted when Raheem Sterling prodded a shot wide when through on 
goal. 
The Reds were lacking the attacking panache shown in their previous three home 
games, but they soon found themselves 2-0 up courtesy of scrappy goals either 
side of half-time. 
The first came on 42 minutes when, after West Ham squandered possession on 
the edge of their own box, Suarez's low drive was parried by Jussi Jaaskelainen 
only to rebound in off Hammers defender Demel. 
Two minutes after the restart, Sakho met Steven Gerrard's free-kick with a toe-
poke at the far post and the ball bounced into the ground and over the line. 
The assist was Gerrard's final contribution before he pulled up with a hamstring 
injury that could cause concern for Rodgers and England boss Hodgson. 
Liverpool coped comfortably without their skipper, in the short term at least, as 
they began to dominate against an increasingly ragged Hammers side. 
Sterling was guilty of two glaring misses, including one that brought a fine save 
from Jaaskelainen, but just as West Ham appeared to be crumbling they found a 
way back into the game via another scrappy goal. 
Demel was its creator, sending in a cross for Matt Jarvis whose header back across 
goal was inadvertently volleyed in by Skrtel. 
The complexion of the game was suddenly transformed as Liverpool became 
nervous and West Ham, without a win at Anfield since 1963, pushed for an 
unlikely equaliser. 
Maiga missed the opportunity to grab it when he sent a close-range effort wide, 
and soon afterwards the Hammers' hopes were extinguished when Suarez 
nodded home Glen Johnson's superb cross. 
West Ham captain Nolan deservedly received a straight red card after he caught 
Jordan Henderson from behind, before Suarez was involved yet again as the Reds 
wrapped up the win. 
The Premier League top scorer's strike took a wicked defection off O'Brien and 
into the net - making this only the second game in Premier League history to yield 
three own goals. 
The defeat leaves the Hammers outside the relegation zone on goal difference 
alone, and next week's home match against Sunderland will be one they can ill 
afford not to win. 
Liverpool manager Brendan Rodgers: "Most teams in the world would want Luis 
Suarez. I don't think you can put a price on him and I wouldn't want to. 
"I think (Sergio) Aguero is a wonderful player as well but I wouldn't swap Suarez 
for anyone. 
"His will and desire oversteps the mark the odd time, which has got him in 
trouble, but if you are talking about tactical and technical ability he is up there 
with the world's best." 
West Ham manager Sam Allardyce: "I think we showed in the first half that we 
didn't deserve to be 1-0 down. 
"But we didn't recover from that (second) goal and that was the disappointing 
thing. 
"The chance from Modibo Maiga that was well saved (by Mignolet) is one you 
want to go in when you come to the big boys, but I couldn't criticise as it was a 
super save off a very good header." 
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Full time Match ends, Liverpool 4, West Ham United 1. 
90:00+3:03Full time Second Half ends, Liverpool 4, West Ham United 1. 
90:00+2:26 Attempt blocked. Lucas Leiva (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
90:00+1:23 Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside 
the box is saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Lucas Leiva. 
90:00+1:00Booking James Collins (West Ham United is shown the yellow card for a bad 
foul. 
90:00+0:56 Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
90:00+0:56 Foul by James Collins (West Ham United. 
90:00+0:05 Foul by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
90:00+0:05 Guy Demel (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
88:37 Attempt missed. Joe Allen (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
high and wide to the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
83:55Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, West Ham United. Matthew Taylor replaces 
Matthew Jarvis. 
83:19Goal scored Goal!Own Goal by Joey O'Brien, West Ham United. Liverpool 4, West 
Ham United 1. 
83:16 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
close, but misses to the right. 
81:52Dismissal DismissalKevin Nolan (West Ham United is shown the red card for a bad 
foul. 
81:49 Jordan Henderson (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
81:49 Foul by Kevin Nolan (West Ham United. 
81:11Booking Guy Demel (West Ham United is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
81:03 Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
81:03 Foul by Guy Demel (West Ham United. 
80:01Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 3, West Ham United 1. Luis Suárez (Liverpool 
header from the left side of the six yard box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Glen 
Johnson with a cross. 
78:01Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Liverpool. Martin Kelly replaces Jon 
Flanagan. 
77:21 Hand ball by Mark Noble (West Ham United. 
74:49 Foul by Luis Suárez (Liverpool. Mark Noble (West Ham United wins a free kick in 
the defensive half. 
74:10Booking Joe Cole (West Ham United is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
74:02 Joe Allen (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
74:02 Foul by Joe Cole (West Ham United. 
72:25 Attempt missed. Mohamed Diamé (West Ham United right footed shot from 
outside the box misses to the right. 
71:24Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Liverpool. Victor Moses replaces Raheem 
Sterling. 
70:50 Attempt missed. Modibo Maiga (West Ham United left footed shot from the right 
side of the six yard box misses to the right. 
70:49 Attempt blocked. James Collins (West Ham United right footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. 
70:46 Attempt blocked. Joey O'Brien (West Ham United right footed shot from the left 
side of the box is blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Diamé. 
70:12 Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Mamadou Sakho. 
68:06 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
67:27 Delay in match Jordan Henderson (Liverpool because of an injury. 
66:42 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by George McCartney. 
65:31Goal scored Goal!Own Goal by Martin Skrtel, Liverpool. Liverpool 2, West Ham 
United 1. 
64:07 Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
63:21 Attempt missed. Glen Johnson (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the box misses to the left. Assisted by Raheem Sterling. 
63:04 Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side 
of the box is blocked. Assisted by Joe Allen. 
62:04 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Joey O'Brien. 
62:00 Attempt saved. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Joe Allen. 
61:04 Attempt missed. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is high and wide to the right. Assisted by Henderson following a fast break. 
60:19 Foul by Jon Flanagan (Liverpool. 
60:19 Joe Cole (West Ham United wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
59:47 Attempt blocked. Jon Flanagan (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. 
59:43 Attempt blocked. Mamadou Sakho (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Martin Skrtel. 
59:02 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Joey O'Brien. 
57:42 Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of 
the box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Mamadou Sakho. 
55:59Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, West Ham United. Joey O'Brien replaces 
James Tomkins. 
55:39Substitution SubstitutionSubstitution, Liverpool. Lucas Leiva replaces Steven 
Gerrard because of an injury. 
55:26 Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from a difficult 
angle and long range on the right is too high. Assisted by Luis Suárez following a corner. 
54:23 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by James Collins. 
54:21 Attempt blocked. Steven Gerrard (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side 
of the box is blocked. Assisted by Luis Suárez. 
52:02 Attempt blocked. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side 
of the box is blocked. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
 

51:09 Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
51:09 Foul by James Collins (West Ham United. 
49:15 Attempt saved. Luis Suárez (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is saved 
in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Steven Gerrard with a cross. 
49:12 Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
48:32 Delay in match Martin Skrtel (Liverpool because of an injury. 
48:16 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jussi Jääskeläinen. 
46:33Goal scored Goal!Goal! Liverpool 2, West Ham United 0. Mamadou Sakho 
(Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the six yard box to the high centre of the 
goal. Assisted by Steven Gerrard with a cross following a set piece situation. 
45:50 Luis Suárez (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
45:50 Foul by James Tomkins (West Ham United. 
45:00 Second Half begins Liverpool 1, West Ham United 0. 
45:00Substitution, West Ham United. Joe Cole replaces Stewart Downing. 
45:00+1:10Half time First Half ends, Liverpool 1, West Ham United 0. 
45:00+0:25 Attempt blocked. Matthew Jarvis (West Ham United right footed shot from 
the centre of the box is blocked. Assisted by James Tomkins. 
45:00+0:03 Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Jon Flanagan. 
43:18 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Raheem Sterling with a headed pass 
following a fast break. 
41:38Goal scored Goal!Own Goal by Guy Demel, West Ham United. Liverpool 1, West 
Ham United 0. 
41:35 Attempt saved. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Glen Johnson with a headed pass. 
40:25 Attempt missed. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a through 
ball following a fast break. 
39:57 Attempt blocked. Stewart Downing (West Ham United left footed shot from the 
right side of the box is blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Diamé. 
38:44 Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Steven Gerrard. 
37:58 Attempt blocked. Steven Gerrard (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Jon Flanagan. 
37:16 Attempt blocked. Luis Suárez (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Steven Gerrard. 
35:20 Raheem Sterling (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
35:20 Foul by George McCartney (West Ham United. 
34:28 Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but Luis Suárez is caught offside. 
32:53 Attempt missed. Raheem Sterling (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
28:33 Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box misses to the left. Assisted by Raheem Sterling. 
27:16 Joe Allen (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
27:16 Foul by Kevin Nolan (West Ham United. 
25:46 Luis Suárez (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
25:46 Foul by Kevin Nolan (West Ham United. 
24:20 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Mark Noble. 
24:09 Attempt blocked. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Steven Gerrard. 
23:09 Luis Suárez (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
23:09 Foul by James Collins (West Ham United. 
22:21 Foul by Jon Flanagan (Liverpool. 
22:21 Mohamed Diamé (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
20:53 Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Simon Mignolet. 
20:51 Attempt saved. Modibo Maiga (West Ham United header from the centre of the 
box is saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Matthew Jarvis with a cross. 
18:47 Mamadou Sakho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
18:47 Foul by Kevin Nolan (West Ham United. 
18:14 Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
18:14 Guy Demel (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
16:15 Attempt missed. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side 
of the box misses to the right. Assisted by Luis Suárez. 
15:06 Offside, Liverpool. Simon Mignolet tries a through ball, but Jordan Henderson is 
caught offside. 
14:25 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Mohamed Diamé. 
14:22 Attempt blocked. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is blocked. Assisted by Raheem Sterling with a cross. 
13:33 Corner, West Ham United. Conceded by Glen Johnson. 
13:32 Attempt blocked. Modibo Maiga (West Ham United left footed shot from outside 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Guy Demel. 
12:41 Foul by Jon Flanagan (Liverpool. 
12:41 Mohamed Diamé (West Ham United wins a free kick on the right wing. 
9:59 Attempt saved. Luis Suárez (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of the 
box is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a through ball. 
8:53 Attempt missed. Luis Suárez (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Jon Flanagan. 
4:45 Hand ball by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
4:17 Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
3:44 Offside, West Ham United. James Collins tries a through ball, but James Tomkins is 
caught offside. 
3:13 Stewart Downing (West Ham United wins a free kick on the right wing. 
3:13 Foul by Jon Flanagan (Liverpool. 
2:15 Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by George McCartney. 
0:28 Guy Demel (West Ham United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
0:28 Foul by Raheem Sterling (Liverpool. 
0:00 First Half begins. 0:00 Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 

 
 


