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Liverpool revival comes to a halt despite sustained late flourish 
Liverpool 2 
Udinese 3 
For once Brendan Rodgers will not have been happy to be proved right. Unless 
defensive solidity was added to new found attacking fluidity, Liverpool would 
come unstuck, he had warned ahead of the visit of Udinese and his alert was 
made to look like a prophecy as the Italians edged a five-goal thriller. 
That took the total in Liverpool's past five fixtures to 26 goals, but the latest three 
they conceded were particularly costly as it meant Udinese brought their 14-game 
unbeaten European home run to a dramatic, if highly entertaining, end. It also left 
Rodgers with much to ponder as Liverpool contrived to throw away a winning 
position in a game that they dominated for long spells. 
For Udinese, the visit to Anfield had taken on greater significance than is usually 
associated with a Europa League group game. "It is like a European final," Antonio 
Di Natale, the forward, suggested beforehand. 
In fifteenth place in Serie A and having missed out on the Champions League after 
succumbing to Braga in a penalty shoot-out, Udinese clearly saw this as an 
opportunity to shine on one of European football's most fabled stages and also to 
reinvigorate their form. But they did so in the knowledge that Liverpool had 
improved considerably in recent weeks as new methods begin to take effect. 
The most telling aspect of their improvement, evident in victories over West 
Bromwich Albion and Norwich City, has been that Rodgers has discovered 
unexpected depths to his squad. He made eight changes to his starting line-up last 
night but the alterations to personnel did not prevent Liverpool from dominating 
possession in a first half in which they took a deserved lead. 
Liverpool came close to seizing an advantage as early as the eighth minute when 
Sebastian Coates met Stewart Downing's corner with a towering header only to 
see his effort saved by Zeljko Brkic. That stop was impressive but it was made to 
look almost routine compared to the one made by Pepe Reina shortly afterwards. 
The Liverpool goalkeeper has been unhappy with his form for some time but this 
was a hint of a return to his usual high standards as Reina swooped down to claw 
out Medhi Benatia's close range header. One of the criticisms of the Spaniard of 
late has been a lack of match-turning saves, but when Liverpool took the lead 
nine minutes after Reina's heroics it became clear how vital his intervention had 
been. 
Having departed the Anfield pitch swearing and gesticulating in the direction of 
Sir Alex Ferguson after being dismissed against Manchester United last month, 
Jonjo Shelvey was once again a central figure, only this time for more impressive 
reasons as the 21-year-old opened the scoring to finish off a move he had 
initiated. 
After finding Downing in space on the right, Shelvey raced into the penalty area, 
where he met the winger's cross with a header that left Brkic powerless and 
enhanced his reputation as a goalscoring midfielder. 
Rodgers is likely to have been as impressed by the first half statistics as the half-
time scoreline, withLiverpool's 78 per cent share of possession being almost as 
eye-catching as their 94 per cent pass completion rate. They were guilty of giving 
the ball away in the opening minute of the second half, though, and it was to 
prove costly as Glen Johnson's slip allowed Udinese to build an impressive move 
which concluded with Andrea Lazzari, a substitute, crossing to Di Natale, who 
scored with an exquisite first time finish. 
Rodgers allowed his team the chance to respond, but with Udinese becoming 
increasingly comfortable he decided to introduce Steven Gerrard and Luis Suarez 
for Jordan Henderson and Oussama Assaidi after 65 minutes. The changes had an 
immediate effect with two Udinese players, Benatia and Giampiero Pinzi, being 
booked within three minutes of the substitutions as Liverpool pushed forward, 
and they should have gone back in front when Shelvey inadvertently cleared 
Suarez's goal-bound effort. 
It was Udinese who took the lead, though, and again Liverpool had themselves to 
blame as Coates scored an own goal with a misplaced header from Lazzari's cross. 
Worse followed two minutes later as Giovanni Pasquale took advantage of Di 
Natale's hold-up play to beat Reina from 25 yards. 
Suarez gave Liverpool a lifeline with a brilliant free-kick after 74 minutes and the 
Uruguay forward saw two other efforts scrambled away. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): J M Reina - G Johnson, S Coates, J Carragher, J Robinson - J 
Shelvey, J Allen, J Henderson (sub: S Gerrard, 65min) - S Downing, F Borini (sub: R 
Sterling, 79) O Assaidi (sub: L Suarez, 65). Substitutes not used: B Jones, N Sahin, 
M Skrtel, A Wisdom. Udinese (3-5-1-1): Z Brkic - M Benatia, Danilo, M Domizzi - M 
Faraoni, E Badu, G Pinzi (sub: Willans, 70), G Pasquale, P Armero (sub: A Lazzari, 
46) - R Pereyra - A Di Natale (sub: M Ranegie, 85). Substitutes not used: D Padelli, 
A Coda, D Fabbrini, T Heurtaux. Booked: Benatia, Pinzi, Faraoni. Referee: S 
Johannesson (Sweden). Group A PW D L F APts Anzhi Makhachkala 2 1 1 0 3 1 4 
Udinese 211043 4 Liverpool 210176 3 Young Boys 200237 0 
 

 
Brendan Rodgers slams lazy Liverpool after Di Natale inspires Udinese 
Brendan Rodgers is receiving lessons but has yet to master Italian. The same can 
be said of his Liverpool team as another performance high on entertainment, 
possession and promise could not prevent a 13-match unbeaten European run at 
Anfield ending against Udinese. It was enough to provoke the first public rebuke 
of the Liverpool manager's reign. 
Fiorentina were the last visitors to triumph here in Europe, in the Champions 
League in December 2009, prior to the pertinent reminder from Udinese that the 
only statistic that counts is on the score sheet. 
It was not the re-emergence of an Italian problem that troubled Rodgers, 
however, as the flaw that has undermined too many encouraging displays this 
term. Liverpool dominated the completed passes by 691 to Udinese's 173. They 
enjoyed a possession rate of 77.9% in the first half. But their defending rendered 
the positives redundant. A lack of concentration and yet more individual errors 
have changed the complexion of Group A following the high-scoring and also 
error-strewn win over Young Boys in Berne. 
"We totally dominated in the first half and some of our play was very good but we 
were so loose at the start of the second half it was frightening," said Rodgers. 
"Our concentration was very poor and, before we knew it, we were 3-1 down and 
chasing the game. We had a good final 20 minutes but it was too late by then. 
"I thought we were lazy. We were loose, lazy and sloppy. Simple as that. It is a 
lesson – you have to earn the right to win the game but we didn't do that at the 
beginning of the second half. Maybe we thought the game was too comfortable 
but at this level it never is. We need constant reminders and constant work that 
you have to maintain concentration and earn the right to win. You can't keep 
having to score two, three or even five goals just to win a game." 
Udinese's senior players had appealed to their coach, Francesco Guidolin, not to 
deny them an appearance at Anfield and the striker who led the requests, 
Antonio Di Natale, repaid him with a superb display. Liverpool, as is Rodgers's 
wont in Europe this season, were much changed but on course for a repeat of the 
encouraging wins in Berne and at West Bromwich Albion in the League Cup until 
losing their way completely in the second half. 
José Reina made his 80th appearance for Liverpool in Europe, equalling the club 
record for a goalkeeper set by Ray Clemence, but his momentous night was spent 
in an increasingly agitated state at the lack of protection in front of him. The 
Liverpool goalkeeper made a stunning first-half stop to prevent Mehdi Benatia 
glancing Di Natale's free-kick into the bottom corner. He was powerless as 
Udinese transformed the tie at the start of the second half. 
Guidolin had to inject urgency into a passive Udinese performance at half-time 
but he must have been astonished by the impact his substitution made. Just 35 
seconds had elapsed in the second half when the substitute Andrea Lazzari seized 
on a Glen Johnson mistake. Roberto Pereyra took over and found Di Natale, who 
picked out Lazzari's run into space down the left and then ghosted into the area 
to stroke the return beyond Reina with a fine first-time shot. 
Lazzari engineered Udinese's second with an inswinging free-kick that Sebastián 
Coates inexplicably headed past his own goalkeeper. Two minutes later, a flowing 
Italian move saw Di Natale hold the ball up inside the Liverpool area before laying 
it off for Giovanni Pasquale to drive an unstoppable left-foot shot into Reina's 
bottom corner. "Di Natale is quality, there is no doubt about that," said Rodgers. 
"But we gave him too much time to juggle the ball in our box." 
Liverpool had deservedly led through a Jonjo Shelvey header. The midfielder, sent 
off against Manchester United on his last outing, started the move with a ball out 
to Stewart Downing on the right and sprinted into the box for the return. 
Downing delivered to perfection and so did Shelvey with a header guided beyond 
the despairing dive of Zeljko Brkic. 
It took the defensive collapse to spark Liverpool into a sustained threat in the 
second half, however. Luis Suárez, on as part of a double substitution with Steven 
Gerrard, reduced the arrears with a stunning free-kick. He was also denied twice 
at close range by Brkic and once more on the Udinese goalline by Shelvey when 
the striker's half-volley beat the keeper only to hit his own man and rebound to 
safety. 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/liverpool
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/udinese
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We were lazy, rants Rodgers as Di Natale and Co stun Kop with second half 
comeback 
Brendan Rodgers feared this would happen. For all the progress Liverpool have 
made in recent weeks, he has had concerns that silly mistakes would at some 
point would prove costly.  
Much to his immense frustration, his anxieties were shown to be well placed on 
Thursday night.  
While Liverpool and Udinese served up an exhilirating contest in the Europa 
League that was as far removed from the normal drab and dreary encounters that 
litter this competition’s group stages, the excitement did nothing for the 
manager’s mood. 
A 3-2 defeat to the Italians, which means they now face a difficult task to progress 
from Group A, was entirely self-inflicted and for the first time in his short-reign at 
Anfield, there was a public show of disappointment and exasperation. 
‘Very frustrating,’ grumbled Rodgers. ‘We were much the better side but lost our 
concentration. I thought we had moved on from that. Some of our play was very 
good and we deserved to lead but we were so loose it was frightening. We were 
very poor.  
‘We were lazy. That’s the easiest way to describe it. We were loose and sloppy. In 
that opening period of the second half, we didn’t do the dirty bit. You have to 
earn the right to play. We did that in the first half. But we didn’t do it in the 
second. We have got to defend better.’ 
Few inside Anfield would disagree with that sentiment. Having led through a fine 
Jonjo Shelvey header, Udinese roared back with strikes from Antonio Di Natale, 
an own goal from Sebastian Coates and Giovanni Pasquale. A free kick from Luis 
Suarez was too little too late for the hosts. 
As is the case with Cup competitions, Rodgers shuffled his pack but this side was 
stronger and more experienced than the one that started proceedings against 
Young Boys Berne two weeks ago.  
There was even a place for Stewart Downing, whose form has been called into 
question by his manager 
‘I was disappointed with what was said but if that is the way the manager sees it, 
then I have to take it,’ Downing said. ‘That’s fine. I’ll fight. I will fight every day.’ 
With a point to prove, Downing started well, creating the first chance from a 
corner after five minutes for Coates but the Uruguayan’s powerful header was 
saved at the second attempt by Udinese keeper Zeljko Brkic. 
Some of Downing’s former managers have said that he is a player who needs 
confidence to thrive and it certainly gave him a lift, as he was heavily involved in 
the goal from which Shelvey deservedly put Liverpool in front on 23 minutes. 
Shelvey started the move with a ball out to the right and Downing wasted no time 
in returning the ball into the right area for the England Under-21 international – 
who is developing at an impressive rate of knots – to thunder his header past 
Brkic. 
Sandwiched in between that was a big contribution from a man who, ordinarily, 
might have expected to have the evening off.  
Pepe Reina equalled the record of club legend Ray Clemence – who was in the 
crowd – of making 80 European appearances and it was fitting that he made a 
timely intervention in the 14th minute, with a plunging reflex save from Medhi 
Benatta’s cross. 
The Spaniard has not kept a clean sheet since the first leg of the play-off tie 
against Hearts on August 23 and was desperate for a injection of confidence but 
he was powerless to prevent the equaliser Udinese pilfered 31 seconds after the 
re-start. There appeared little danger looming when Glen Johnson failed to 
control a bouncing ball but, in the blink of an eye, four rapid passes zipped in 
between black-and-white shirts before the outstanding Di Natale smashed a drive 
away from Reina’s flailing grasp. 
That completely changed the complexion of the game and Udinese started to 
dominate but Rodgers moved to counter that by introducing Suarez and Steven 
Gerrard from the bench. Witin minutes of their introduction, however, the game 
had been spirited out of their reach. 
First Coates headed past Reina under pressure from Di Natale before the veteran 
striker teed up Pasquale to thump a drive into the corner of the Anfield Road End 
net, leaving Rodgers shaking his head in disbelief at Liverpool’s capitulation. 
‘I am open with the players,’ said Rodgers. ‘They are disappointed but I'm not 
saying anything I haven't told them. I told them we were the better side but we 
have to defend better.’ 
A statement with which there could be no arguing. 
Match facts:  
Liverpool: Reina, Johnson, Coates, Carragher, Robinson, Henderson (Gerrard 65), 
Allen, Shelvey, Downing, Borini (Sterling 79), Assaidi (Suarez 65). 
Subs Not Used: Jones, Sahin, Skrtel, Wisdom. 
Goals: Shelvey 23, Suarez 75. 
Udinese: Brkic, Benatia, Danilo, Domizzi, Faraoni, Agyemang-Badu, Pinzi (Willians 
70), Pasquale, Pereyra, Di Natale (Ranegie 85), Armero (Lazzari 46). 
Subs Not Used: Padelli, Coda, Fabbrini, Heurtaux. 
Booked: Benatia, Pinzi, Faraoni. 
Goals: Di Natale 46, Coates 70 og, Pasquale 72. 
Attendance: 40,092 
Referee: Stefan Johannesson (Sweden).  
 

 
Suarez strike fails to save Liverpool after Udinese fightback 
Liverpool 2 
Shelvey 23, Suarez 75 
Udinese 3 
Di Natale 46, Coates 70 og, Pasquale 72 Att: 40,092 
No matter what the competition, Liverpool and Europe always seem to mix with 
the potency of a Molotov cocktail. The much-maligned, sleepy Europa League 
produced a thrilling group encounter at Anfield, with Italian side Udinese securing 
victory with three second-half goals. 
Jonjo Shelvey had earlier given the hosts a deserved lead, only for the majestic 
Antonio Di Natale, a Sebastian Coates own goal and Giovanni Pasquale to shift the 
momentum. 
Steven Gerrard and Luis Suarez's late arrival coincided with Udinese's goal 
flourish, and although the striker reduced the deficit, Liverpool's promising start 
to the group was undermined by defensive lapses. 
Liverpool's Boston-based owners are starting to resemble a firing squad. In their 
two years of dual ownership of Liverpool and the Red Sox they have dismissed 
four managers, Bobby Valentine, the veteran baseball coach, was the latest 
yesterday. 
Having taken over at Anfield carefully nurturing the image of custodians who 
favour stable, family-run clubs, they need Brendan Rodgers to provide the 
longevity all teams crave and stop them signing P45s. 
There have been growing signs this is one appointment they have got right. 
Despite an inauspicious series of results in the Premier League, Rodgers' vision 
had started to yield reward heading into this game, three wins in the previous 
four games tentatively hinting at some momentum. The risks in the starting line-
up were minor. Joe Allen and Glen Johnson were the only starters you would 
expect to face Stoke on Sunday. 
Some, such as summer signing Oussama Assaidi, hope to force their way into the 
league campaign. He was first into the action with a tricky run on six minutes but 
delayed his shot as Udinese's defence retreated. 
The Italians' keeper was first called upon on nine minutes when Coates's towering 
header connected with Stewart Downing's corner. Zeljko Brkic not only pushed 
the ball clear, but managed to kick the rebounding ball to safety 
as Liverpool's attackers tried to pounce. 
The goalkeeping expertise continued at the opposite end when Pepe Reina 
showed a glimpse of his former self to prevent Medhi Benatia heading the visitors 
ahead on 14 minutes. 
Liverpool responded with an enterprising spell that led to the first goal. Shelvey 
found Downing scampering down the right, and powered his way into the box to 
meet the resulting cross. An emphatic finish to the kind of move Rodgers maps 
out in his dreams of attractive football. 
Liverpool were punished for not making more of their possession when Di Natale 
acted upon his threat within 31 seconds of the start of the second half. Substitute 
Andrea Lazzari was instantly into the action, crossing from the left for the Italian 
international to guide the ball past Reina with a first time shot. 
The Italians had re-emerged showing more appetite, Liverpool forced to re-
establish themselves after conceding an equaliser. 
Whereas Shelvey, Assaidi and Downing had shone in the first half, it was now 
their defenders who were needed to show Liverpool's resolve. 
The hosts needed more impetus. Whether it was pre-planned or through 
necessity, Rodgers called upon the cavalry on 64 minutes when Suarez and 
Gerrard replaced Assaidi and Jordan Henderson. Their impact predictably 
galvanised both teams. 
Suarez sent Downing down the right and he was subjected to a flyhalf's tackle 
from Giampiero Pinzi that was greeted with just a yellow card. From Gerrard's 
free-kick, Suarez fired across goal and Shelvey somehow failed to tap in. 
Liverpool paid an instant price when Coates headed Lazarri's freekick past Reina 
on 70 minutes, and then Pasquale improbably claimed a stunning third from 20 
yards. The scoreline was unjust and Suarez responded immediately, swerving a 
25-yard free-kick beyond Brkic to restore belief. A frantic finale ensued, 
but Liverpoolagain succumbed to their own mistakes at the back. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Reina; Johnson, Carragher, Coates, Robinson; Henderson 
(Gerrard 65), Allen, Shelvey; Downing, Borini (Sterling 79), Assaidi (Suarez 65). 
Subs: Jones (g), Sahin, Skrtel, Wisdom. 
Udinese (3-4-3): Brkic; Domizzi, Danilo, Benatia; Pasquale, Faraoni, Agymang, 
Pinzi, Pereyra, Armero, Di Natale Subs: Padelli (g) Ranegie, Coda, Lazzari, Fabbrini, 
Heurtaux, Willians. Booked: Pinzi, Benatia, Faraoni. 
Referee: S Johannesson (Sweden). 
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Di Natale's tricks make Liverpool's route tricky 
For the first time since he came to manage Liverpool, Brendan Rodgers looked 
angry. He might have talked about a comeback inspired by Luis Suarez, who 
stretched every sinew to force an equaliser. He could have remarked how Antonio 
di Natale had been applauded off from every corner of Anfield after a 
performance of rare brilliance that swung the night Udinese's way. He might even 
have noted how Stewart Downing had met the challenge he had laid down to add 
some fight to his talent. 
Instead, he said he was tired of having to score two or three goals to win a game. 
He was tired of losing contests Liverpool should, by rights, be winning. He was 
tired of defending he described as "lazy" and "sloppy". 
"It's quite straightforward. We were very, very good in the first half and the 
problem we had in the first 15 or 20 minutes of the second half had been with us 
since the start of the season. 
"We were much the better side and we lost, I thought we had moved on from 
that," said Rodgers, who has still only won a single game at Anfield - and that 
against Gomel, the nonentities from Belarus. 
"We had total control but we were so loose in the second half it was frightening. 
Yes, we recovered in the last 20 minutes but it was too late. We were too lazy in 
our play, too sloppy. There is no other way to describe it. We didn't do the dirty 
bits. You can't keep on having to score two or three goals to win games." 
His players proved only that the Europa League matters to them - not least 
Suarez, who saw his shot blocked on the line by his own player, Jonjo Shelvey and 
then curled in a free-kick beneath the Kop. It was, like Shelvey's own header from 
Downing's superlative cross that opened the scoring, not nearly enough. 
If Liverpool are to qualify from the group, they will need at least one win from the 
monied mercenaries of Anzhi Makhachkala. Anzhi's most precious signing, Samuel 
Eto'o, has won three European Cups but he will need to impress here to match 
the performance of Di Natale, a man who has won nothing except the undying 
affection of those who came from Italy's north east, carrying a banner with his 
face upon it that they held up like an icon. His battle with Jamie Carragher was a 
contest between two wonderful footballers in the twilight of their respective 
careers. 
Di Natale had walked around Anfield before training on Wednesday night on the 
grounds that, approaching 35, he might not appear here again. Last night, he left 
some memories of his own. 
The first was a free-kick that was met on the run by Medhi Benatia and brilliantly 
saved at full stretch by Pepe Reina on a night he equalled Ray Clemence's record 
of 80 European games by a Liverpool keeper. Reina's form has been questionable 
this season but that save was not. 
Then, with the second half 30 seconds old, Di Natale took a square ball from the 
newly-introduced substitute, Andrea Lazzari, fractionally before Sebastian Coates 
and drove it into the net in front of his own supporters. 
In the first half, Coates had narrowly avoided scoring Liverpool's opener with a 
muscular header from Downing's corner. Later, he was to score at the Anfield 
Road End, although this time it was past his own keeper as he went to deflect 
Lazzari's free-kick. 
Then, Giovanni Pasquale sent a shot screeching into the corner of Reina's net 
after Di Natale had juggled the ball outrageously in the Liverpool area, another 
memory that lingered, although the one that would have stuck with Rodgers was 
how Antonio di Natale, whose name translates as "Tony Christmas", was allowed 
so many gifts. 
GROUP A DETAILS 
P W D L F A Pts 
Anzhi M(tm)kala 2 1 1 0 3 1 4 
Udinese 2 1 1 0 4 3 4 
Liverpool 2 1 0 1 7 6 3 
Young Boys 2 0 0 2 3 7 0 
Results so far 
Udinese 1-1 Anzhi, Young Boys 3-5 Liverpool; Anzhi 2-0 Young Boys, Liverpool 2-3 
Udinese. 
Remaining fixtures 
25 Oct Liverpool v Anzhi, Young Boys v Udinese. 8 Nov Anzhi v Liverpool, Udinese 
v Young Boys. 22 Nov Anzhi v Udinese, Liverpool v Young Boys. 6 Dec Udinese 
v Liverpool, Young Boys v Anzhi. 
MATCH FACTS 
Subs: Liverpool Gerrard (Henderson, 65), Suarez (Assaidi, 65), Sterling (Borini, 79). 
Udinese Lazzari (Armero, h-t), Willians (Pinzi, 70), Ranegie (Si Natale, 85). 
Booked: Udinese Benatia, Pinzi, Faraoni. 
Man of the match Di Natale. 
Match rating 8/10. 
Possession: Liverpool 71% Udinese 29%. 
Attempts on target: Liverpool 16 Udinese 5. 
Referee S Johannesson (Swe). 
Attendance 40,092. 
 

 
Cavalry can't rescue the points for Rodgers 
Like a good Western, the script was written for Liverpool's cavalry to ride to the 
rescue in the last reel of this Europa League tie. 
Yet that proposed finale - as Steven Gerrard and Luis Suarez were sent on as 
superstar substitutes with the swagger of Gary Cooper - didn't take into account 
the ludicrous cowboy defending of the home side. 
And so it was the final scene was of Udinese drawing round their own wagons to 
see off the threat of the big guns and hold out for a victory their celebrations 
suggested was a famous one, after two dramatic goals in two second half minutes 
stunned Anfield. 
The score was finely balanced at one apiece when the Reds gunslingers were sent 
into the fray on for the final third of the game, but within barely six minutes, the 
Italians had a match-winning lead with a devastating two goal burst. 
Mind you, as manager Brendan Rodgers pointed out afterwards, they were given 
much assistance by some shocking defending from the home side, as a catalogue 
of errors led to the defeat. 
The Reds had dominated the first half, led through a fine goal from Jonjo Shelvey 
and looked to be cruising to victory, but a Udinese equaliser just 32 seconds after 
the break after a bad mistake from Glen Johnson was a portent of things to come. 
And how they did. 
Just after the cavalry arrived, the game turned on its head in one mad minute. 
First Shelvey, the first half hero, turned villain, when he somehow contrived to 
'clear' a goalbound shot from Suarez off the Udinese line, much to his 
embarrassment. 
From there, the Italians marched to the other end of the pitch, and the 
unfortunate Sebastian Coates ridiculously smashed a free kick from the substitute 
Lazzari into the roof of his own net, under little pressure. 
They weren't finished either, and when the still dangerous and still supremely 
impressive Antonio Di Natale showed his quality once more with a fine ball, 
Giovanni Pasquale provided an equally sublime finish from the edge of the box. 
As Rodgers admitted, it was self-inflicted misery, and not even Suarez could defy 
such wounds - though he gave it his best shot, with a brilliant free-kick on 75 
minutes that curled into the far corner from fully 25 yards. 
That set up the final cavalry charge, and the truth even amidst Liverpool's cowboy 
defending was that they created enough chances to have dragged themselves 
level. 
But Suarez saw one shot well saved, fellow sub Raheem Sterling missed two 
chances, and then Stewart Downing fluffed his lines in the last seconds, with a 
tame shot from a fabulous position. 
It means Liverpool find themselves in a difficult position in this group, and that is 
criminal given their dominance for so long in the game, typified by Shelvey's 
audacious goal, as he burst from midfield to emphatically find the net with a fine 
header. 
Realistically, the English club must now get something from their remaining 
travels in this group against thoroughly decent Russian and Italian opposition, and 
they will struggle to so on the evidence of this defending. 

 
LIVERPOOL'S search for some home comfort goes on after they slipped to a 3-2 
defeat at the hands of Udinese in the Europa League. 
Despite their recent successes on their travels, Brendan Rodgers' side have failed 
to win at Anfield for two months and this latest setback was a desperately bitter 
pill to swallow. 
The Reds got their reward for a dominant first half performance when Jonjo 
Shelvey headed them in front before the break. 
But they were left shell-shocked by a Udinese second-half fightback as Antonio Di 
Natale equalised before Sebastian Coates' own goal and Giovanni Pasquale's 
strike put the Italians 3-1 up. 
Luis Suarez pulled one back and in a frantic finish Liverpool came agonisingly close 
to claiming a point but keeper Zeljko Brkic denied them. 
There were just five survivors from the Reds team which had secured a thrilling 5-
3 victory over Young Boys in Switzerland a fortnight earlier as Rodgers opted to go 
with a more experienced line up. 
Pepe Reina equalled Ray Clemence's club record of 80 appearances by a Liverpool 
goalkeeper in Europe, while there were also starts for Glen Johnson, Joe Allen, 
Fabio Borini, Shelvey and Jack Robinson. 
Rodgers ensured he had plenty of attacking options in reserve with Steven 
Gerrard, Suarez and Raheem Sterling on the bench. 
Visiting boss Francesco Guidolin recalled skipper Di Natale following his recent 
absence due to a dressing room bust-up 
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Udinese, who were third in Serie A last season, arrived on the back of a five-game 
unbeaten run but four of those had been drawn with a disappointing start in the 
league leaving them down in 15th place. 
Reds winger Oussama Assaidi was making his home debut after some hugely 
promising displays on the road and the Morocco international threatened early 
on. 
The £3million summer signing from Heerenveen cut inside menacingly off the left 
flank but after working his way into space he scuffed his shot wide.. 
Shelvey saw his 25-yard piledriver deflected behind off Danilo after being picked 
out by Allen's neat pass. 
Sebastian Coates then saw his header parried away by Zeljko Brkic after rising to 
meet Stewart Downing's corner. 
Liverpool had wrestled control of the contest but it took a stunning save from 
Reina to prevent the Italians from breaking the deadlock. 
The Spaniard, whose form has been under scrutiny following some alarming 
errors so far this term, looked beaten as Medhi Benatia nodded Di Natale's free-
kick towards the bottom corner, but he somehow threw himself to his right to 
claw the ball past the post. 
Di Natale was a constant threat with his touch and intelligent movement but 
during the first half he was expertly shackled by skipper Jamie Carragher. 
Fabio Borini had insisted that an eight-game goal drought hadn't dented his 
confidence and last night represented an opportunity for him to impress against 
his fellow countrymen in his favoured central role. 
Borini flashed one left-footer narrowly wide after bursting into the box before 
badly fluffing his lines after being teed up by Downing. 
Dominating both possession and territory, the Reds' pressure finally told with a 
goal of real quality in the 23rd minute. Anfield won't witness a better one-two all 
season. 
Shelvey swept the ball out to Downing on the right and continued his run into the 
penalty area. Downing's delivery was inch perfect and Shelvey ensured it got the 
finish it deserved by heading emphatically past Brkic. 
The young midfielder, whose late double had secured victory over Young Boys in 
the Reds' opening group game, blotted his copybook with his recent dismissal 
against Manchester United but this was a night when he showcased his exciting 
potential. 
As he raced away in celebration, Shelvey couldn't resist a reference to that 
controversial challenge on Jonny Evans as he dived two footed towards the Main 
Stand. However, this time there were only smiles. 
Liverpool desperately lacked goals from midfield last season but Shelvey, who will 
have to sit and watch Sunday's game against Stoke City as he completes his 
domestic ban, has shown he's capable of helping to solve that problem. 
The England Under-21s international saw another strike forced behind before 
setting Assaidi free with a delightful flick but the visitors snuffed out the danger. 
Having been rarely troubled, Liverpool were caught cold as Udinese restored 
parity just 32 seconds after the interval. 
Substitute Andrea Lazzari, who had just replaced Pablo Armero, made an instant 
impact as his cross was brilliantly turned home by Di Natale from 12 yards after 
Johnson's poor touch had initially squandered possession and left the Reds 
exposed. 
The veteran Italy international striker is the club's all-time leading scorer and this 
was his 139th strike for the Bianconeri. 
The equaliser stunned Anfield into silence and as Udinese grew in confidence 
Rodgers took action. 
Gerrard and Suarez were introduced at the expense of Assaidi and Henderson on 
65 minutes. 
Liverpool were energised by their entrance with Giampiero Pinzi booked for a 
cynical rugby tackle on Downing. From Downing's resulting free-kick, Suarez fired 
goalwards but it was inadvertently blocked by Shelvey close to the line. 
However, the Reds were left stunned as Udinese took the lead in the 70th minute. 
Coates made a mess of dealing with Lazzari's free-kick as he headed past a 
helpless Reina. 
Just two minutes later it was 3-1 as Di Natale held the ball up and his lay off was 
met with an unstoppable drive from Gionvanni Pasquale. 
Liverpool responded and the deficit was swiftly halved with Suarez curling a 
stunning 20-yard free-kick into the top corner. 
Suddenly, it was one-way traffic with Suarez's header parried away by Brkic 
before Borini made way for Sterling. 
With five minutes to go Suarez turned away from Benatia but the keeper 
thwarted him once again with a fine save at his near post. 
Sterling twice went close to rescuing a point but Liverpool couldn't find a way 
through. 
 Liverpool: Reina, Johnson, Coates, Carragher, Robinson, Henderson (Gerrard 65), 
Allen, Shelvey, Downing, Borini (Sterling 80), Assaidi (Suarez 65). 
Not used: Jones, Sahin, Skrtel, Wisdom. 
Udinese: Brkic, Benatia, Danilo, Domizzi, Faraoni, Badu, Pinzi (Willians 70), 
Pasquale, Pereyra, Di Natale (Ranegie 85), Armero ( Lazzari 45). 
Not used: Padelli, Coda, Fabbrini, Heurtaux. 
Bookings: Benatia, Pinzi, Faraoni. 
Goals: Shelvey 23, Di Natale 46, Coates og 70, Pasquale 72, Suarez 75. 
Referee: Stefan Johannesson (Sweden) 
Attendance: 40,092 
 
 
Read More http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-match-
reports/2012/10/04/liverpool-2-udinese-3-final-whistle-report-100252-
31970325/#ixzz28V5fPpKQ 

 
Topsy-turvy encounter ended in the familiar outcome 
JUST when Brendan Rodgers appears to have soothed Liverpool FC’s domestic 
pains, so their Europa League campaign has started to flare up. 
A remarkable, topsy-turvy encounter ended in the familiar outcome of a home 
defeat as Udinese snaffled a 3-2 win at Anfield last night. 
It was tough on Rodgers’ side, their lively attacking performance undone by 
continued worrying shortcomings in defence. 
The football philosophy the Northern Irishman is seeking to introduce has been 
much debated. But boring it certainly is not. Liverpool’s two group outings have 
now seen 13 goals, Jonjo Shelvey lighting the blue touchpaper last night with a 
23rd-minute opener. But after Antonio di Natale equalised shortly after the 
interval, an own goal by Sebastian Coates and a Giovanni Pasquale drive put the 
visitors in control before substitute Luis Suarez’s free-kick gave Liverpool late 
hope. While Rodgers will be enthused by his team’s forward play, his warning to 
eliminate individual defensive mistakes has clearly not yet been heeded. Three 
clean sheets in 13 games this season tells its own story. 
Udinese were more streetwise, more ruthless and, ultimately, more effective. 
And with Anzhi Makhachkala having beaten Young Boys earlier in the evening, 
Liverpool now face an uphill task to qualify from a group that has always looked a 
big ask for a team in such obvious transition. 
Having missed out on Champions League qualification in a dramatic play-off 
penalty shoot-out defeat to Braga, Udinese have started poorly in Serie A, like 
Liverpool winning only one of their first six games and languishing towards the 
foot of the table. They drew their opening group game against Anzhi in which 
goalkeeper Daniele Padelli, who played one game during a loan spell at Liverpool 
in 2007, netting an own goal. Padelli, though, was on the bench last night for an 
Italian side spearheaded by Italy international striker di Natale, the club’s all-time 
leading goalscorer. Rodgers admits the Europa League has assumed extra 
significance for Liverpool as a breeding ground for the batch of youngsters 
towards which he has been forced to turn towards this Premier League season. 
But despite making eight changes from the weekend win at Norwich City, there 
was an experienced feel to Rodgers’ starting line-up. 
Among those was home debutant Oussama Assaidi, a £3million arrival from 
Heerenven who impressed in the recent wins at Young Boys and West Bromwich 
Albion. And the Moroccan set the home pulses racing during the opening 
moments with a forceful run off the left touchline that saw him ghost beyond two 
players before his eventual shot was hounded out. 
Another chance came in the eight minute, Stewart Downing’s corner from the left 
met powerfully by Coates’s header which was first parried and then booted clear 
by Udinese goalkeeper Zeljko Brkic. 
But Udinese, gaining a foothold with a succession of set-pieces, went closer in the 
14th minute after Shelvey needlessly conceded a free-kick. 
Di Natale’s delivery from the right was met with a powerful downward header 
from Medhi Benatia but Pepe Reina, restored to the Europa League side, dropped 
to his right to make an excellent save. Rodgers had reaffirmed his faith in the 
misfiring Fabio Borini before the match, and the Italian looked to repay his 
manager with a lively performance as the central forward. 
But it was Shelvey who made the breakthrough midway through the first half with 
his third goal in the competition this season. The midfielder sprayed the ball wide 
right to Stewart Downing and then advanced into the area to meet the winger’s 
pinpoint cross with a header into the bottom corner. 
Mischievously, Shelvey – still with one match to serve of his domestic suspension 
for his sending celebrated by launching a two-footed ‘tackle’ towards the jubilant 
fans in the Paddock. Di Natale angled an ambitious shot over after a rare 
misplaced pass from Joe Allen, but otherwise Liverpool ended the half in 
complete control, the interval statistics of 72% possession underlining their 
dominance. Their lead, though, was wiped out within 32 seconds of the restart. A 
miscontrol form Glen Johnson sparked a swift Udinese attack that ended with 
substitute Andrea Lazzari, with his first meaningful touch, cutting back from the 
left for di Natale to execute an expert first-time finish beyond Reina. 
With Liverpool struggling to regain the initiative, Rodgers introduced Steven 
Gerrard and Suarez from bench. It almost paid immediate dividends. From a free-
kick conceded when Giampiero Pinzi comically rugby-tackled Downing, Shelvey 
somehow failed to convert Suarez’s cross-shot from practically on the line. 
Then came three goals in six crazy minutes that put Udinese firmly in control. 
On 70 minutes, Coates was aghast after his attempted clearing header from a 
Lazzari cross was instead bulleted beyond Reina. Then, three minutes later, fine 
hold-up play from di Natale gave Pasquale the time to join the attack and skim a 
shot home into the bottom corner from 25 yards. Liverpool then reduced the 
arrears on 75 minutes when, after Borini was fouled, Suarez curled home a free-
kick from the left-hand edge of the area. In a grandstand finale, a typical wriggling 
Suarez run ended with a low shot Brkic needed to push behind while fellow 
substitute Raheem Sterling saw a goalbound shot deflected over by Danilo before 
curling narrowly wide. Liverpool will probably wonder how they lost. Rodgers, 
though, knows other more pressing questions must still be answered. 
MAN OF THE MATCH. Stewart Downing. Created one goal and was a much more 
proficient worker down the right flank 
 
 
Read More http://www.liverpooldailypost.co.uk/sport/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-
news/2012/10/05/liverpool-fc-2-udinese-3-topsy-turvy-encounter-ended-in-the-
familiar-outcome-99623-31972847/3/#ixzz28V4yyF4g 
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90:00+3:44Full time The referee blows his whistle to end the game. 
90:00+2:20 Stewart Downing takes a shot. Save made by Zeljko Brkic. 
90:00+1:43 The ball is crossed by Emmanuel Agyemang-Badu. 
90:00+0:26Booking  for Davide Faraoni for unsporting behaviour. 
90:00+0:04 Effort from the edge of the box by Raheem Sterling goes wide of the right-
hand upright. 
87:49 A cross is delivered by Raheem Sterling, save by Zeljko Brkic. 
87:31 Fernandes Willians concedes a free kick for a foul on Luis Suarez. Luis Suarez 
restarts play with the free kick. 
86:36 Luis Suarez produces a right-footed shot from just outside the box that misses to 
the right of the target. 
86:13 The ball is crossed by Steven Gerrard, blocked by Math Ranegie. 
85:33 Raheem Sterling takes a shot. Larangera Danilo gets a block in. Luis Suarez takes a 
short corner. 
84:23 Stewart Downing takes the inswinging corner, clearance by Larangera Danilo. 
84:23Substitution Udinese makes a substitution, with Math Ranegie coming on for 
Antonio Di Natale. 
84:23 Luis Suarez takes a shot. Save by Zeljko Brkic. 
83:46 The ball is delivered by Steven Gerrard, Mehdi Benatia manages to make a 
clearance. 
82:33 Joe Allen concedes a free kick for a foul on Larangera Danilo. Zeljko Brkic restarts 
play with the free kick. 
82:14 Steven Gerrard takes a shot. Blocked by Larangera Danilo. 
80:08 Corner taken by Stewart Downing, comfortable save by Zeljko Brkic. 
79:54 Steven Gerrard takes the chance to get an effort at goal. Larangera Danilo gets a 
block in. 
78:46Substitution SubstitutionRaheem Sterling is brought on as a substitute for Fabio 
Borini. 
68:50 Free kick crossed left-footed by Andrea Lazzari. 
68:50Substitution SubstitutionFernandes Willians replaces Giampiero Pinzi. 
68:50 Foul by Fabio Borini on Andrea Lazzari, free kick awarded. 
76:35 Luis Suarez takes a shot. Save by Zeljko Brkic. 
76:19 Antonio Di Natale is flagged offside by the assistant referee. Direct free kick taken 
by Jose Reina. 
75:01 Centre by Andrea Lazzari. 
74:08Goal scored Goal - Luis Suarez - Liverpool 2 - 3 UdineseLuis Suarez hits the back of 
the net with a goal direct from the free kick from just outside the penalty box to the top 
left corner of the goal. Liverpool 2-3 Udinese. 
73:19 Foul by Fernandes Willians on Fabio Borini, free kick awarded. 
71:54 The assist for the goal came from Antonio Di Natale. 
71:54Goal scored Goal - Giovanni Pasquale - Liverpool 1 - 3 UdineseA brilliant goal is 
scored by Giovanni Pasquale from just outside the box to the bottom right corner of the 
goal. Liverpool 1-3 Udinese. 
69:57Goal scored Goal - Sebastian Coates - Liverpool 1 - 2 UdineseHeaded own goal by 
Sebastian Coates. Liverpool 1-2 Udinese. 
68:50 Free kick crossed left-footed by Mehdi Benatia. 
68:50Substitution SubstitutionFernandes Willians on for Giampiero Pinzi. 
68:50 Fabio Borini challenges Andrea Lazzari unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
67:39 Free kick crossed by Stewart Downing, clearance made by Mehdi Benatia. Luis 
Suarez takes a shot. Blocked by Jonjo Shelvey. 
67:39Booking The referee shows Giampiero Pinzi a yellow card for unsporting 
behaviour. 
67:25 Giampiero Pinzi challenges Stewart Downing unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
65:55 The free kick is delivered right-footed by Steven Gerrard from left wing, Zeljko 
Brkic makes a save. 
65:55Booking Mehdi Benatia receives a caution for unsporting behaviour. 
65:48 Mehdi Benatia concedes a free kick for a foul on Luis Suarez. 
64:24Substitution Liverpool makes a substitution, with Steven Gerrard coming on for 
Jordan Henderson. 
64:24Substitution SubstitutionLuis Suarez joins the action as a substitute, replacing 
Oussama Assaidi. 
62:15 Stewart Downing sends in a cross, clearance by Davide Faraoni. 
61:01 Jordan Henderson takes a shot. Larangera Danilo gets a block in. 
59:35 Free kick awarded for a foul by Giampiero Pinzi on Glen Johnson. Jordan 
Henderson restarts play with the free kick. 
57:17 Jordan Henderson concedes a free kick for a foul on Andrea Lazzari. Maurizio 
Domizzi takes the direct free kick. 
54:54 Giampiero Pinzi takes a shot. Blocked by Jordan Henderson. 
54:23 Antonio Di Natale has an effort at goal from outside the box which goes wide left 
of the goal. 
53:13 Free kick awarded for an unfair challenge on Giovanni Pasquale by Fabio Borini. 
Free kick taken by Maurizio Domizzi. 
52:26 Jonjo Shelvey produces a cross, Zeljko Brkic makes a comfortable save. 
52:00 The ball is sent over by Emmanuel Agyemang-Badu, Jamie Carragher makes a 
clearance. 
51:48 Centre by Giovanni Pasquale, Jack Robinson manages to make a clearance. 
50:13 The offside flag is raised against Antonio Di Natale. Jose Reina restarts play with 
the free kick. 
45:31 Andrea Lazzari provided the assist for the goal. 
45:31Goal scored Goal - Antonio Di Natale - Liverpool 1 - 1 UdineseA goal is scored by 
Antonio Di Natale from inside the penalty box to the top right corner of the goal. 
Liverpool 1-1 Udinese. 
45:29 Andrea Lazzari sends in a cross, 
45:01 The second half begins. 
45:01Substitution Udinese makes a substitution, with Andrea Lazzari coming on for  

 
Pablo Armero. 
45:00+1:24Half time The ref blows to signal half-time. 
45:00+0:49 Antonio Di Natale takes the outswinging corner, Jordan Henderson manages 
to make a clearance. 
44:01 Unfair challenge on Jonjo Shelvey by Giampiero Pinzi results in a free kick. Jonjo 
Shelvey takes the direct free kick. 
42:14 Roberto Pereyra takes a shot. Blocked by Sebastian Coates. Antonio Di Natale 
decides to take a short corner. 
40:40 Foul by Maurizio Domizzi on Stewart Downing, free kick awarded. Strike on goal 
comes in from Stewart Downing from the free kick. Corner taken right-footed by Jonjo 
Shelvey, clearance by Maurizio Domizzi. 
39:29 Shot from 20 yards by Oussama Assaidi. Emmanuel Agyemang-Badu gets a block 
in. 
37:37 Jonjo Shelvey takes a shot. Larangera Danilo gets a block in. Stewart Downing 
takes a inswinging corner to the near post, Larangera Danilo makes a clearance. 
36:17 The ball is swung over by Glen Johnson, Jordan Henderson takes a shot. Save 
made by Zeljko Brkic. 
35:32 Antonio Di Natale is flagged offside by the assistant referee. Jose Reina takes the 
free kick. 
33:29 Jack Robinson produces a cross, clearance made by Larangera Danilo. 
30:22 The ball is crossed by Glen Johnson. 
30:05 Stewart Downing takes a shot. Giovanni Pasquale gets a block in. 
28:14 Effort on goal by Antonio Di Natale from just inside the penalty box goes 
harmlessly over the target. 
27:32 The ball is swung over by Davide Faraoni, clearance made by Sebastian Coates. 
24:09 Giampiero Pinzi gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Glen Johnson. 
Direct free kick taken by Jamie Carragher. 
23:37 Glen Johnson crosses the ball, Larangera Danilo makes a clearance. 
22:06 The assist for the goal came from Stewart Downing. 
22:06Goal scored Goal - Jonjo Shelvey - Liverpool 1 - 0 UdineseJonjo Shelvey scores a 
headed goal from deep inside the penalty area. Liverpool 1-0 Udinese. 
22:02 Centre by Stewart Downing, 
20:36 Free kick awarded for an unfair challenge on Pablo Armero by Jordan Henderson. 
Mehdi Benatia takes the free kick. 
20:10 Oussama Assaidi produces a cross, clearance made by Mehdi Benatia. 
17:25 A cross is delivered by Oussama Assaidi, Zeljko Brkic makes a save. 
16:27 Effort from the edge of the area by Fabio Borini goes wide of the right-hand 
upright. 
15:43 Pablo Armero is caught offside. Indirect free kick taken by Sebastian Coates. 
14:52 Outswinging corner taken right-footed by Antonio Di Natale played to the near 
post, Mehdi Benatia takes a shot. Jonjo Shelvey manages to make a clearance. 
14:03 Corner taken right-footed by Antonio Di Natale from the left by-line, save by Jose 
Reina. 
13:01 Free kick awarded for an unfair challenge on Giampiero Pinzi by Jonjo Shelvey. 
Centre by Antonio Di Natale, Mehdi Benatia takes a shot. Save made by Jose Reina. 
12:50 A cross is delivered by Davide Faraoni, clearance made by Jamie Carragher. 
11:19 The ball is delivered by Giovanni Pasquale, clearance made by Sebastian Coates. 
11:07 The ball is swung over by Mehdi Benatia, clearance made by Glen Johnson. 
10:15 Glen Johnson sends in a cross, Maurizio Domizzi makes a clearance. 
8:38 Roberto Pereyra is caught offside. Indirect free kick taken by Jose Reina. 
7:54 Outswinging corner taken right-footed by Antonio Di Natale from the right by-line, 
Jose Reina makes a save. 
7:15 Outswinging corner taken from the left by-line by Stewart Downing, Sebastian 
Coates takes a shot. Save by Zeljko Brkic. 
6:54 Shot by Jonjo Shelvey. Blocked by Larangera Danilo. 
5:16 Effort from the edge of the area by Oussama Assaidi goes wide of the left-hand 
post. 
3:04 The ball is swung over by Davide Faraoni, blocked by Jack Robinson. Antonio Di 
Natale decides to take the corner short, Davide Faraoni delivers the ball, clearance 
made by Sebastian Coates. 
2:31 Jonjo Shelvey produces a cross. 
0:54 Davide Faraoni gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Joe Allen. Free kick 
taken by Jamie Carragher. 
0:00 The ref blows the whistle to begin the match. 

 


