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Captain's inspirational lead lifts Liverpool out of the doldrums 
It is galling enough to be beaten in a derby fixture, but Everton found themselves 
contributing to the sort of high spirits that had gone missing at Anfield. The glee 
for the home side was enhanced by the fact that a hat-trick for their captain, 
Steven Gerrard, was completed in stoppage time. 
There were other causes of concern for Everton on the night, particularly in the 
shape of the elusive Luis Suarez, who set up that concluding goal. The motivation 
was great for the Uruguayan and everyone else in the lineup as they strove to 
make amends for recent shortcomings. 
No Liverpool player had notched a hat-trick in this fixture since Ian Rush claimed 
four goals at Goodison in 1982. Gerrard will cherish this occasion, but the 
jubilation may have practical benefits as well. The victors needed 90 minutes of 
this sort to make their way out of the doldrums. 
Kenny Dalglish's players will have left the ground feeling more sure of themselves 
than they have in weeks. By the close, it was impossible to believe that Liverpool 
had endured three consecutive defeats in the Premier League before this match. 
By the end they had equalled their highest score of the league campaign. 
Everton are usually outstanding in battling their limitations, but there was a 
technique and deadliness to Liverpool that could not be resisted. If the victors 
have any anxieties at all they will lie in the fear that Suarez might prefer to move 
to another country to earn a living after that eight-game ban for racial abuse of 
Patrice Evra. 
On the other hand an evening of this nature could persuade him that there is 
nowhere better to pursue his career. The effectiveness of Suarez ensured 
that Everton had no prospect of survival. David Moyes, a few hours from the 10th 
anniversary of his appointment as manager, has still to steer his side to victory on 
Liverpool's territory. 
The prospects have not improved for him, either. Suarez was releasing Gerrard 
into the penalty area as early as the seventh minute, with Tim Howard needing to 
make a good save. In addition to local rivalry, Liverpool were driven on by a desire 
to reassert themselves, even if the opener was delayed until the 34th minute. 
Howard blocked a shot by the overlapping Martin Kelly and the right-back's 
efforts to win back possession saw the ball run to Gerrard, whose composure was 
as remarkable as his technique. The delicate finish with the left foot was floated 
high into the net. It was the type of achievement the club have been craving of 
late. 
Everton would have sensed even then that a first victory at this ground since 
September 1999 was beyond them. Liverpool can generally afford firepower, but 
there has not been much verve in the recent troubling weeks. 
The visitors took a limited interest in continuity and the six alterations to the 
lineup saw Nikica Jelavic, the scorer of the only goal against Tottenham Hotspur, 
on the bench, possibly because Moyes placed a higher priority on Saturday's FA 
Cup quarter-final with Sunderland. Even so the inclusion of Phil Jagielka and Jack 
Rodwell for their first starts since January did not necessarily smack of defeatism. 
Everton are accustomed to putting up sustained resistance, and the pressure did 
not cause them to become flustered immediately. As the game got closer to the 
half-hour mark the visitors even had a period of pressure that arose from their 
commitment to send players forward in numbers. 
Suarez, on the counterattack, was then thwarted both by Tony Hibbert's tackle 
and an offside decision, but some of the rigour had gone out of Everton. It was 
not necessarily a coincidence that the visitors should fall behind just when they 
had begun attacking with gusto. 
Whatever the limits to their technique, Everton do not suffer from any lack of 
spirit and the second half began with a period of pressure. Even so Liverpool were 
not in jeopardy and, indeed, had the poise to strike again as Gerrard notched a 
second goal, in the 51st minute. 
Suarez eluded Sylvain Distin on the right but before he could let fly Gerrard 
stepped in to crash home a drive. Anfield bubbled with a delight that owed as 
much to the general upsurge of form as to the woes being inflicted on Moyes and 
his men. 
There was no intent to let the game fall quiet either. Liverpool, after the 
difficulties encountered in recent weeks, relished the score yet Everton are never 
deterred and had enough pride to push towards the opposition's penalty area on 
occasion. 
All the same, it was Liverpool and their captain who held a monopoly on menace. 
Liverpool 4-4-2 
Reina; Kelly, Carragher, 
Skrtel, Enrique*; Henderson (Kuyt, 73), Gerrard, Spearing, 
Downing; Suarez, Carroll. 
Substitutes not used 
Doni, Maxi, Coates, Adam, Shelvey, Flanagan. 
Everton 4-4-1-1 
Howard; Hibbert*, Jagielka, Distin, Baines *; Coleman (Drenthe, 62 *), Rodwell, 
Fellaini, Pienaar *; Anichebe (Jelavic, 62); Stracqualursi (Osman, 62). 
Substitutes not used Mucha, Heitinga, Cahill, Neville. 
Referee P Dowd. 
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IT'S STEVIE THREE! Gerrard marks 400th game with derby hat-trick 
Liverpool 3 Everton 0 
IT was always his intention to mark the milestone with a win. Steven Gerrard 
joined an exclusive club last night and did it in the only manner he knows. 
The build-up to the 217th Merseyside derby had been dominated by talk of how 
David Moyes had a glorious opportunity to celebrate the 10th anniversary of his 
appointment by masterminding Everton's first win at Anfield since September 
1999. But, to the Everton manager's immense frustration, this was another game 
against the old foe that went true to form and Gerrard, who became only the fifth 
player to make 400 Barclays Premier League appearances for one club, gleefully 
inflicted the damage. Three emphatic finishes from Gerrard, Liverpool's captain 
and talisman, ended a run of three consecutive League defeats and gave Kenny 
Dalglish's side breathing space over Everton once more, quelling talk that their 
campaign may implode. Time and again Gerrard has come to the fore in this 
fixture and he was majestic here, leaving Moyes with that familiar feeling of 
getting within touching distance of Liverpool but never being able to see the job 
through. One wonders what the impressive Glaswegian must do to buck the 
trend. The Merseyside derby's place in British football has long since slipped from 
the halcyon days of the 1980s, when collisions between these two clubs would 
invariably decide the destination of the season's silverware. However much it still 
means in this city, it was impossible to escape the feeling, following the 
publication of the team sheets, that both clubs had weekend assignments in the 
FA Cup in mind. Moyes sprang the biggest surprise, making six changes to the side 
that had beaten Tottenham on Saturday. Dalglish, meanwhile, made four 
alterations to the team that had lost feebly at Sunderland and in the early 
exchanges the lack of cohesion in both teams was glaringly obvious as even the 
simplest passes were wasted with alarming regularity. But, in the blink of eye, the 
tempo changed dramatically. Liverpool started asking probing questions as their 
pace stretched Everton and their power kept the visitors hemmed in their own 
half. They should really have found themselves in front on seven minutes. Taking 
a ball from Luis Suarez in his path, Gerrard exploded into life, driving into the area 
past Phil Jagielka and forcing a superb save from Tim Howard. The American, 
however, had not cleared the danger and it needed a perfectly-timed challenge 
from Jack Rodwell to thwart Jordan Henderson. That set a frantic tone, as tackles 
were traded and the volume increased. Next to go close for Liverpool was Andy 
Carroll but his glancing header from Stewart Downing's looping centre lacked the 
pace to really trouble Howard. So often this season Liverpool have failed to 
capitalise at Anfield when in the ascendant and there may have been some 
concern in the stands as Everton, for whom Marouane Fellaini regularly caught 
the eye, re-established a foothold the game. Yet no sooner had Everton 
succeeded in quietening The Kop, they found themselves a goal behind and the 
manner in which they conceded left Moyes aghast. Howard should really have 
hung on to a shot from Martin Kelly but once he allowed it to squirm from his 
grasp, they were in trouble. Kelly had the foresight to follow his shot, Sylvain 
Distin made a hash of his attempted clearance and Gerrard seized his moment, 
delicately lofting a left-foot chip that drifted over a sea of Blue shirts and floated 
into the net. Cue bedlam. As Dalglish spun on his heels and thrust his arms to the 
sky, Gerrard was mobbed by his team-mates after he had slid on his knees in 
celebration. So often he has been a thorn in Everton's side down the years and 
here he was again, gleefully tormenting them with his skill. It was no more than 
Liverpool deserved and it was the response to the meek offering at Sunderland 
that Dalglish had expected. But, again, it was a performance that provoked more 
questions. Why is it that Liverpool rarely put a foot wrong when the stakes are 
high -- consider wins against Manchester City in the Carling Cup and Manchester 
United in the FA Cup -- but fail to cope with the more routine tasks? When 
Everton emerged for the second period, it was not difficult to envisage them 
summoning a response but a hard task sooner became almost impossible as 
Gerrard's thumping drive effectively ended the contest. Suarez was the creator, 
his wriggling, jinking run carrying him past three challenges before he teed the 
ball up for his captain to do the rest. Gerrard's blast from 10 yards ripped past the 
grounded Howard and took a dagger to Everton's ambitions in the process. With 
their advantage doubled, Liverpool threatened to go rampant and Carroll almost 
extended the lead with a left-foot drive that whizzed past the upright. Kelly then 
came close, just failing to get on the end of another Downing centre. But the last 
word had to fall to Gerrard, who swept the ball into the roof of the net from 
Suarez's cut-back in added time. How the mood around Anfield changed and 
Gerrard's smiles confirmed it. But for Moyes it was more torture. He had to 
endure chants of '10 more years' from The Kop, who revelled in normal service 
being resumed. Unlike Gerrard, this was not the way he pictured celebrating his 
landmark. 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina 6; Kelly 7, Carragher 7, Skrtel 7, Enrique 6; Henderson 6 
(Kuyt 72min, 6), Gerrard 9, Spearing 7, Downing 7; Carroll 6, Suarez 7. Subs not 
used: Doni, Adam, Rodriguez, Coates, Shelvey, Flanagan. 
Booked: Enrique. Scorer: Gerrard 34, 51, 90. 
EVERTON (4-4-1-1): Howard 5; Hibbert 8, Jagielka 7, Distin 7, Baines 6; Coleman 6 
(Drenthe 61, 5), Fellaini 8, Rodwell 6, Anichebe 5 (Jelavic 61, 5); Pienaar 5; 
Stracqualursi 5 (Osman 61, 5). Subs not used: Mucha, Heitinga, Cahill, Neville. 
Booked: Pienaar, Baines, Drenthe, Hibbert. 
Man of the match: Steven Gerrard. Referee: Phil Dowd. Attendance: 44,921. 
 

 
Gerrard hat–trick gives Moyes 10th anniversary blues 
Liverpool 3 Gerrard 34, 51, 90 
Everton 0 Att: 44,921 
Steven Gerrard blew out the candles on David Moyes' 10th anniversary cake in 
emphatic fashion at a raucous Anfield last night. 
As well as silencing the Moyesy neighbours with a hat-trick, Liverpool's captain 
dispelled any of the doubts that some onlookers precipitously believed had been 
gathering around his manager, Kenny Dalglish. 
Gerrard certainly shredded any hope that Moyes might have harboured of a first 
league win at Anfield during his time at Everton. Yet this defeat was partly rooted 
in Moyes' cautious starting line-up, leaving such attacking talents as Nikica Jelavic, 
Royston Drenthe and Leon Osman on the bench for two-thirds of the game. Even 
with an FA Cup quarter-final against Sunderland pending at the weekend, the 
Merseyside derby is no time to be resting players. By the time the cavalry 
arrived, Liverpool were in total control. 
Good performances could still be found in Everton's offering, notably from 
Leighton Baines, Steven Pienaar and Marouane Fellaini, but they painfully lacked 
a centre-forward until Jelavic arrived. Too late. 
Liverpool were playing with the sort of high tempo and cohesiveness that has 
been seen only occasionally in their previous eight games that had brought only 
five points. Martin Kelly kept raiding down the right. Luis Suarez was a persistent 
threat, all wriggling runs. Andy Carroll, much maligned, looked more at home, 
more of a threat, certainly in bringing team-mates into play. But the focus was 
Gerrard. Making a mockery of Liverpool's supposed "crisis'', Gerrard had charged 
into Everton, scoring two fine goals either side of half-time. Anfield was treated to 
Gerrard at his buccaneering best, tackling one moment, attacking the next. 
Everton hardly knew what hit them. If Moyes had sprung a surprise or six, with his 
attack of Pienaar playing off Denis Stracqualursi, Liverpoolbrimmed with 
experience from Jamie Carragher making his 28th derby appearance to Gerrard 
making his 400th league outing. As the Kop bayed for goals, Gerrard immediately 
commanded the ball and the attention. The 186th league meeting of English 
football's most-played derby had started in typically frenetic 
fashion. Liverpool had settled the quicker, Gerrard snapping into tackles and 
almost scoring within five minutes. Effortlessly controlling a clever pass off Suarez, 
Gerrard darted into the box and brought a low save from Tim Howard. The loose 
ball was seized on by Jordan Henderson, whose fierce drive was blocked by Jack 
Rodwell. Still the game stormed from end to end. Carroll, looking more menacing, 
flicked on to Suarez, whose shot was saved by Howard. Back came Everton. 
Marouane Fellaini charged through the middle like a runaway bull, knocking 
aside Liverpool tacklers as if they were callow farmhands. 
Everton were growing in confi-dence, increasing in movement as the half 
progressed. They just lacked a cutting edge. Their build-up play, some of it 
prompted by Rodwell, shimmered with promise. Pienaar became more involved, 
pulling the strings behind Stracqualursi. Seamus Coleman was on the right of 
Moyes' five-man midfield, attacking Jose Enrique and cutting in occasionally. 
Stewart Downing was shuttling back often to help out, including diving into block 
off a Coleman cross. Still the tackles flew in, not maliciously, just etched with 
commitment. The referee, Phil Dowd, admirably allowed as much advantage as 
he could. Carragher slid in to dispossess Rodwell. Jay Spearing was charging 
around midfield, imbued with a belief that the ball was only on loan to Everton. 
And then Liverpool tore forward, playing with the vim and pace that Anfield 
craved. The ball moved quickly down the left and then across to Kelly. Liverpool's 
right-back drilled in a low shot that Howard stopped, the ball spilling loose in front 
of him. The American could have grabbed the ball but with Kelly steaming in, 
Howard chose to kick it clear. But there was danger doubled, there was Gerrard. 
He was lurking on the edge of the area. He could see Howard was off his line and 
the goal untended. Showing wonderful technique and vision, Gerrard lifted the 
ball back in with his left foot. Phil Jagielka raced back but Gerrard's chip was 
travelling too fast. As it crossed the line, Gerrard was already sprinting to the 
corner flag, sliding across the turf as jubilant team-mates chased him. 
Liverpool looked liberated. Kelly, attacking with real gusto, should have added a 
second but shot wide. Everton refused to ease their tempo, almost equalising 
when Stracqualursi met Baines' terrific cross with a strong header but it was 
directed too close to Pepe Reina. 
Lightning struck twice. Gerrard soon had his second. The move was started by 
Henderson, whose lacklustre first-half had hardly endeared himself to the home 
faithful. Spotting Suarez's scamper down the insideright channel, Henderson 
picked out the Uruguayan With a superb pass. Suarez wriggled in from the right, 
the ball then being presented to Gerrard, who rammed it past Howard. 
On the hour mark, as smoke from a blue flare floated above the Everton fans, 
Moyes acted, sending on Osman, Jelavic and Drenthe. Yet the force remained 
with the men in red, who kept racing towards the Kop. Carroll teased a good pass 
into the path of Suarez after 70 minutes but he failed to make proper connection. 
With 13 minutes remaining, Baines made a rare mistake, touching Suarez in the 
back and the Uruguayan tumbling on the edge of the area, Gerrard and Suarez 
teed up Downing, whose shot was charged down by Osman. 
Gerrard completed his hat-trick with his left foot when Suarez stroked the ball 
across. 
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Gerrard's hat-trick destroys Moyes 
There was a rather aching reflection this week from David Moyes who, in the 
course of explaining thatLiverpool did not come calling for him two summers ago, 
said that he would have "loved to inherit" Steven Gerrard. A caveat followed 
quickly and diplomatically, when he named a few of his own players who were 
"the heartbeat for us" but there has been no one quite like this. The irony of 
Gerrard scoring the hat-trick which destroyed Moyes's hopes of marking a decade 
at Everton today by finally "grasping" at the club who have eclipsed him, as he has 
put it, is that he did not cost a penny of those millions which Moyes has always 
said hands Liverpool an unfair advantage. 
The Everton manager is still without a win at Anfield after 11 visits and the chant 
from the Anfield Road end - "10 years" and winning what might be politely called 
"f-all" - would have hurt. Gerrard said of Moyes's decade in his programme notes 
that "he'll want to mark the occasion with a victory. That's something we have no 
intention of letting them do." Even by his own standards, marking a 400th 
Premier League appearance with the first hat-trick in a Merseyside derby since Ian 
Rush's four goals at Goodison, in Kenny Dalglish's pomp 30 years ago, was "Roy of 
the Rovers" stuff. 
It is those good old days which Dalglish wants to restore now, though if the 186th 
Merseyside league derby revealed one thing then it was how bleak the future 
landscape would look without Gerrard - not at his physical peak, aged 31 - and 
Suarez, the creator of all three of last night's goals, who must decide in a few 
months whether the trouble of this season justifies another one on Merseyside. 
Dalglish was reminded last night why all that Suarez trouble was worth it. The 
equations are not as simple as when he was scoring 81 goals in 110 Dutch league 
matches for Ajax because he is working in more areas of the pitch. Too many 
areas. Dalglish, whose club's other acquisitions again didn't burn with promise last 
night, needs to find others to help. The club are currently advertising their "new 
summer collection" but look in need of a collection of midfielders when the 
buying time starts. Gerrard has seen too many false dawns to allow a derby win, 
even this one, to obscure the gulf between Liverpool and the best. "We're going 
from one extreme to the other at the moment and we need to find a level of 
consistency," he reflected late last night. 
The display did not bear out the Kop banner which proclaimed "Liverpool FC: the 
benchmark", though let nothing take away from Dalglish's marvellous knowledge 
of what his club's people crave and his ability to deliver it. The Carling Cup was the 
insurance policy for the season and now, amid the first genuine mumblings of 
discontent about the 10 points separating Liverpool from fourth place, there was 
this. Dalglish hardly seemed bound to the dressing room with anxiety beforehand. 
He was strolling around the foyer distributing tickets to friends half an hour 
before kick off. If David Moyes's team selection, with Tim Cahill and Leon Osman 
on the bench amid six changes, suggested divided loyalties between this game 
and an FA Cup quarter final with Sunderland which awaits on Saturday, Dalglish's 
own revealed that this big week had been built entirely around last night. 
There was a symbolism about the way Gerrard and Carragher, both left out for 
Saturday's dismal defeat at Sunderland, ran out on to the field of play a full five 
yards ahead of anyone else in red and it took just over five minutes for the 
captain to become the advancing presence from midfield without which Suarez 
has often looked isolated since Raul Meireles's departure to Chelsea. Gerrard 
raced to seize a ball which Suarez, his back to the goal, turned around the corner 
in the area. His low shot was saved sharply by Tim Howard and Jack Rodwell 
cleared before Jordan Henderson could take the rebound. 
The sight of Victor Anichebe vanishing out of sight over an hoarding advertising 
outdoor pursuits - nudged on his way by Carragher - told you something about 
the fear of God with which Moyes has made ordinary players giants over a 
decade. But just as Everton had started to make their way into the game, 
Marouane Fellaini fatefully conceded possession to Dalglish's strong counter-
attacking side. Stewart Downing and Jose Enrique ferried the ball to Suarez whose 
pass was deflected off Gerrard's knee into the path of Martin Kelly. He had two 
cracks on goal before the ball fell back to Gerrard, to arc over Howard from 15 
yards out. 
Gerrard's second illustrated the same telepathy with Suarez who raced after 
Jordan Henderson's ball into the right channel, and rounded Sylvain Distin on the 
byline before Gerrard virtually removed it from his boot to drive home. Moyes 
tore his side up, introducing three substitutes on the hour, though one of them - 
Royston Drenthe - slipped to let Gerrard race away, exchange passes with Suarez, 
and complete the hat-trick. "I'm not educated enough to add what anyone else 
has said about Steve," Dalglish concluded late last night. But his football wisdom 
will tell him that he needs Gerrard and Suarez to hang around and finish what 
they have started. 
 

 
10 years on for Moyes.. and still no victory at Anfield 
SO MUCH for a Liverpool crisis... 
The formbook may have pointed to a side in decline as Liverpool entered the 99th 
Merseyside derby with just one league win in 2012, but when have statistics ever 
adequately covered the genius of someone like Steven Gerrard? Even words, 
never mind statistics, fail to do justice to his talent, but the bare facts here are 
that his three audacious goals destroyed Everton. 
David Moyes had wistfully wondered before this game what he might have 
achieved in 10 years as Everton boss had he inherited a leader and midfield 
inspiration like Gerrard. 
Certainly Gerrard was the difference between the two sides last night. 
Liverpool have flailed desperately without his goals and drive in the middle too 
often this season, which explains why they lie so depressingly far off a top-four 
spot. 
Yet when he is fit and fired up, Gerrard not only wins games on his own, he 
changes the entire mood around the place. 
His first beat down typical Everton verve and resistance in the first half, and six 
minutes after the break, before the visitors could even start their search for the 
sort of result that would mark Moyes' anniversary today, he ended the game with 
a single blow. 
It was a fine finish after good work from Luis Suarez on the right, where he 
exposed Sylvain Distin before slipping the ball to allow his skipper to smash 
gleefully into the roof of the net. 
He even seemed to do it on one leg at time, as he limped around the place even 
before the interval, and boss Kenny Dalglish's one hope is surely that he can keep 
his captain fantastic fit for long enough to make this a successful season, rather 
than the indifferent one it so far is. 
Gerrard completed his hat-trick in the last minute, receiving a return pass from 
Suarez then dispatching a strike into the roof of the net. 
Arguably, all six of the outfield players restricted to the Everton bench last night 
will start the FA Cup quarter-final with Sunderland at the weekend. 
But it did not matter who was playing, or indeed how important the weekend 
games are, there was still the usual degree of passion in this fixture. 
The game began at a breathless pace and rarely relented, 
with Liverpool impressive in their desire to get forward and their strength in 
pursing it with such vigour. 
With skipper Gerrard displaying the sort of drive and enthusiasm in the heart of 
the midfield that makes him one of England's few world-class assets, the home 
side surged at the Everton defence repeatedly. 
It took the formidable barrier of Tim Howard - perhaps the Premier League's most 
consistent keeper - to deny them, as Gerrard burst on to a ball from Suarez and 
into a dangerous shooting position. 
Even after that fine save, Jordan Henderson seemed certain to convert the 
rebound, but a tremendous block by Jack Rodwell denied the winger. 
Soon after, Howard was in action again with an even better save from Suarez 
after the little South American ran on to a flick by the aerially dominant Andy 
Carroll. 
Not that Liverpool had it all their own way, with Everton showing intent going 
forward when they n could get hold of the ball. Steven Pienaar should have done 
much better with a fine shooting chance after brilliant work down the left from 
Leighton Baines, he blasted over. 
n Everton have an unenviable record of never having won under Moyes at 
Anfield, but it was certainly not for a lack of effort, with Marouane Fellaini 
outstanding in the middle. 
He found time to steal forward at a Pienaar corner, and was inches away from 
converting as Pepe Reina flapped in the Liverpool goal. 
As so often seems to be the case in these derbies, it was when the pace dipped 
for a few moments that the opening goal came, and as is often the case too, it 
came from a mistake. 
Suarez chipped the ball forward in the 34th minute and it deflected off Gerrard 
into the path of full-back Martin Kelly - a constant attacking source for the Reds - 
whose shot was again saved by Howard. 
But as Distin turned on the loose ball, he sliced lazily and sent it spinning to 
Gerrard of all people, who calmly lobbed it into the roof of the net. 
LIVERPOOL: Reina 5, Kelly 7, Carragher 7, Skrtel 7, Enrique 6, Gerrard 9, Spearing 
7, Henderson 6 (Kuyt 73, 6), Suarez 7, Downing 6, Carroll 6. EVERTON: Howard 7, 
Hibbert 6, Jagielka 6, Distin 5, Baines 7, Coleman 6 (Drenthe 62, 6), Rodwell 6, 
Fellaini 8, Pienaar 6, Anichebe 6 (Jelavic 61, 6), Straqualursi 6 (Osman 62, 6). er ng 
7, 6, n 6 8, 6), REFEREE: Phil Dowd ATT: 44,921 
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Steven Gerrard hits three to lift LFC spirits 

Steven Gerrard had urged his team-mates to take responsibility for Liverpool FC’s 
alarming Premier League slump and the response was emphatic. The skipper 
showed them the way and they followed as Kenny Dalglish’s side awoke from 
their post-Carling Cup final slumber in style. Beaming from ear to ear, Gerrard 
walked away from the 217th Merseyside derby with the matchball tucked away 
up his shirt for safekeeping. What a way to mark his 400th Premier League 
appearance. ‘Ten more years’ chanted the Kop. They were promoting an 
extended stay for David Moyes across Stanley Park but they may as well as have 
been demanding the continued presence of Gerrard in this Liverpool FC team. 
This was another memorable chapter in a remarkable story. Gerrard did what he’s 
done so often over the past decade – provided the inspiration for a crucial victory. 
When the stakes are high, he always delivers. Not since Ian Rush famously scored 
four at Goodison in 1982 had anyone plundered a hat-trick in the derby. 
And when Gerrard gloriously completed this rout in stoppage time he became the 
first Liverpool FC player since Fred Howe in 1935 to bag a treble against Everton 
at Anfield. There was a lot more than seventh place in the Premier League up for 
grabs last night. Having suffered three straight league defeats for the first time 
since 2003, Liverpool were in urgent need of a boost to disperse the circling 
vultures. Everton FC, unbeaten in nine and eyeing a first win at Anfield for 13 
years, sensed their chance, not only to leapfrog their rivals but give Moyes the 
perfect gift on the eye of his 10-year anniversary at Goodison. But this just about 
summed up the past decade. When Everton had the neighbours in their sights 
Liverpool showed them a clean pair of heels. A first home league win of 2012 was 
registered with consummate ease. It was the Reds’ biggest derby triumph at 
Anfield for 29 years. This was a world away from the dismal display served up at 
the Stadium of Light three days earlier. 
The sight of those Royal Blue shirts triggered an energy, appetite and a sense of 
purpose which had been so sadly lacking in the North East. Liverpool FC 
dominated from the start, chasing down lost causes, hassling and harrying 
Everton into coughing up possession. A pumped up Andy Carroll set the tone as 
he soared above Marouane Fellaini to win a header early on – it was a telling sign 
of the hosts’ greater hunger and desire. With the Blues pinned back, Liverpool FC 
carved them apart inside seven minutes. Steven Gerrard burst on to Luis Suarez’s 
neat pass and stung Tim Howard’s palms The rebound dropped kindly for Jordan 
Henderson but Jack Rodwell flung himself to make a block. Jose Enrique was 
much improved compared to recent weeks and linked up expertly with Stewart 
Downing down the left. Downing displayed a self-belief Anfield has rarely 
witnessed this season as he got at Tony Hibbert and exposed his defender’s lack 
of pace. When the winger skipped past Hibbert and delivered into the box, Carroll 
couldn’t generate sufficient power on his header to seriously trouble Howard. 
Carroll continued to impose himself and it was his flick on from Reina’s punt 
downfield which set Suarez free. The Uruguayan’s sweetly struck left-footer was 
beaten away by the keeper. With Everton resorting to aimlessly lumping the ball 
long, there was little to concern Dalglish’s side. Henderson’s sloppy pass briefly 
put them on the back foot but Steven Pienaar blazed over from Leighton Baines’ 
pull back. It was this fixture last season that kick-started Jay Spearing’s Liverpool 
FC career and once again he rewarded the manager’s faith for giving him a 
prominent role. The pint-sized midfielder was a model of composure, while up 
front Suarez’s clever movement dragged Everton’s centre-backs into areas they 
didn’t want to be in. Just when Liverpool’s intensity had dropped off and the 
Blues were showing some invention of their own, the goal arrived 11 minutes 
before half-time. It was a classy counter-attack from inside their penalty box with 
Enrique, Downing, Henderson and Suarez combining to find Martin Kelly. 
The young defender’s initial shot was parried by Howard who was up quickly to 
deny him from the follow-up. However, the ball ran free to the edge of the box 
where Steven Gerrard brilliantly dispatched a curling left-footer over the covering 
defenders and into the net. Anfield erupted and Liverpool FC should have had 
breathing space before the interval. After a sticky start when his wayward 
distribution was greeted with frustration from the fans, Henderson rapidly grew 
in confidence. Twice before the interval the midfielder played incisive passes 
which should have brought greater reward. First, Kelly was the beneficiary and 
fired narrowly wide of the far post and then Suarez was put clear only to be 
outmuscled by Sylvain Distin. With Martin Skrtel maintaining his high standards 
and Jamie Carragher a defensive rock on his return to the side, the Blues’ threat 
was minimal. When the ineffective Denis Stracqualursi did find a yard of space in 
the box his header was easily held by Reina. Any fears that the interval would 
dent the Reds’ momentum were swiftly dashed as six minutes into the second 
half they doubled the tally. There was only one winner in Kelly’s duel with Pienaar 
and it was the youngster who turned defence into attack. Kelly robbed Pienaar 
and found Henderson who in turn released Suarez down the right. The striker cut 
inside, leaving Distin and Jagielka trailing, and Gerrard arrived on cue to hammer 
a shot past Howard. 
Liverpool FC were rampant and Carroll should have soon added a third, but blazed 
wastefully wide after Suarez had wreaked more havoc. This was comfortably 
Suarez’s best display following his lengthy suspension and he should have capped 

a tireless night’s work with a goal. However, after latching on to Carroll’s pass he 
went for the spectacular with the outside of his boot and got it all wrong. 
Enrique made one timely clearance to keep out Rodwell’s cross-shot but in truth a 
comeback was never on the cards. Moyes may have picked a team with Sunday’s 
FA Cup tie in mind but they were outplayed and embarrassed. The Reds were in 
cruise control and they finished with a flourish. Gerrard exchanged passes with 
Suarez and coolly fired into roof of the net. It was a night for the red half of the 
city to cherish. 
LIVERPOOL: Reina, Kelly, Skrtel, Carragher, Enrique, Henderson (Kuyt 73), Gerrard, 
Spearing, Downing, Carroll, Suarez. Not used: Rodriguez, Coates, Adam, Doni, 
Shelvey, Flanagan. 
EVERTON: Howard, Hibbert, Distin, Jagielka, Baines, Coleman (Drenthe 61), 
Rodwell, Fellaini, Pienaar, Anichebe (Jelavic 61), Stracqualursi (Osman 61). 
Not used: Mucha, Heitinga, Cahill, Neville. 
Bookings: Pienaar, Baines, Drenthe, Hibbert, Enrique. 
REFEREE: Phil Dowd ATTENDANCE: 44,921 GOALS: Gerrard 34, 51, 90. 

 
STEVEN GERRARD issued the rallying cry then delivered a match-of-the-match 
performance to see off Everton. 
On a landmark appearance, the Liverpool captain struck a hat-trick at Anfield 
tonight to ensure his side took the spoils in the 217thMerseyside derby. 
For the Blues, they remain without a win on this side of Stanley Park since 1999 
and were unable to provide manager David Moyes with an early 10 year 
anniversary present on a frustrating night for the away support. 
Liverpool, on Gerrard’s 400th Premier League appearance, clocked up win 
number 86 against their city rivals the captain’s two goals helped stretch Kenny 
Dalglish’s unbeaten run against Everton to 12 matches. Everton made a raft of 
changes, presumably with Saturday’s FA Cup quarter-final tie with Sunderland on 
the manager’s mind, and were convincingly beaten by a Liverpool side with 
something to prove. The Reds also have the chance to secure a return to 
Wembley this weekend when Stoke City come to Anfied  but following their 
woeful performance at the Stadium of Light on Saturday, last night’s derby 
perhaps took on greater significance for them. Victory - and the positive reaction 
Gerrard demanded - ended a three game losing streak in the league and a run of 
form which had seen just 10 points taken from a possible 33. 
The result does not affect either side’s league position – Liverpool remain seventh 
and Everton ninth – but breaks a seven game unbeaten run and prolongs the 
agony for the Blues who have not triumphed here since Kevin Campbell’s winner 
over 12 years ago.  However, Everton’s team selection suggested strongly to their 
lunchtime kick-off with Sunderland as being the priority this week. 
Moyes ripped up the side from Saturday’s win at Tottenham Hotspur and sent 
Everton out with Denis Stracqualursi and Victor Anichebe as the frontline in a rare 
4-4-2 formation. With an extra 24 hours’ rest before their quarter-final tie with 
Stoke City, Liverpool’s four changes were more a reaction to the dismal showing 
at Sunderland. However there would be no deviation from the usual derby 
standards. Intense and frenetic, the game took hardly any time to warm up and 
after seven minutes Gerrard tested Tim Howard for the first time. 
Having neatly linked with Luis Suarez, the Reds’ captain burst into the area but 
saw his effort palmed away by the American before Howard made a more 
comfortable stop from Andy Carroll’s header. In between, Everton had an 
excellent opportunity to opening the scoring but the returning Steven Pienaar, 
following fine work by Leighton Baines, blazed over the bar from 18 yards out. 
Although the Blues matched Liverpool in the battle, it would be the home side 
who carved out the chances and not long after Pienaar’s miss Howard was again 
forced into action. Suarez’s first time strike brought another strong save but 
Howard and Everton were in debt to Jack Rodwell who’s outstanding block on 
Jordan Hednerson prevented Liverpool capitalising on the rebound.  Moyes’ men 
would have to wait until five minutes before the break before the registered 
another attempt on goal but it came when Liverpool had already broken the 
deadlock. A marauding Martin Kelly saw his shot saved by Howard but from the 
spoils Gerrard lofted an expert shot over the crowd of players and in to the 
unguarded net. Kelly came close to adding a second as Liverpool finished the half 
with a flourish. Dalglish’s men were soon into their rhythm after the break aswell. 
Suarez twisted and turned his way into space in the area before laying the ball off 
for Gerrard to lash home a second. Liverpool had their tails up, Suarez in 
particular, and the Uruguayan created a chance for Carroll but his first time shot 
fizzed just wide of the target.  The home side were by now laying siege to 
Everton’s goal and Kelly was within inches of connecting with Stewart Downing ‘s 
inviting cross into the area. Everton did offer a response but despite Rodwell’s 
best efforts, his shot was cleared off the line by Enrique. Liverpool stayed 
dangerous and Suarez remained a menace.  With 12 minutes left his surge 
towards the goal was impeded by Baines. Everton looked on nervously to see 
which colour card the England international received but breathed a sigh of relief 
when Phil Dowd issued only a yellow. Moyes’ side refused to lie down but were 
caught on the break for Gerrard’s third goal. Again Suarez was the provider as the 
Liverpool captain smashed home from close range. This fixture will forever be 
known as the ‘Gerrard derby’. 

 


