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Missing link slows process of evolution 
Liverpool 1 
Suarez 47 
QPR 0 
Referee: L Mason Attendance: 45,016 
Luis Suarez has been called many things over the past week, a cheat, a scoundrel, 
a scourge. The Uruguayan had kept his counsel, but at Anfield on Saturday he 
produced the most eloquent of responses -- beware the wounded animal. 
In scoring the only goal and terrorising the Queens Park Rangers defence all 
afternoon, Suarez gave his many critics a timely reminder of his immense ability 
with the ball at his feet. Suarez was once again pictured making a number of hand 
gestures during the game, but his thumbs-up and celebratory punch of the air are 
unlikely to land him in hot water as Liverpool moved to within three points of 
fourth place and ended a frustrating run of four successive home draws. 
That Liverpool should have won far more comfortably will no doubt be a source of 
concern for Kenny Dalglish, the manager. His players, Suarez included, 
squandered a multitude of opportunities before snatching the lead in the 47th 
minute. The goal was created by the excellent Charlie Adam, who picked out an 
unmarked Suarez on the six-yard line, leaving the Liverpool striker the most 
routine of headers. 
From start to finish, this was a dominant display, inspired by Adam's midfield 
generalship, Stewart Downing's prodigious work on the wings, stellar attacking 
play by Suarez and a workrate and ambition that glowed throughout the team. 
"We did miss some chances, yes, but the goalkeeper saved a lot, too," Dalglish 
said. "I trust the players implicitly when it comes to scoring. They continued to get 
in on goal and even with the 'keeper having a good day, they didn't drop their 
heads. They must be enjoying what they are doing, to continue playing like that 
and creating chances like that. One day, we are going to get a load. 
"There was no panic, because they have belief in what they are doing. They are 
playing in a manner comfortable to them, the way they have played all their lives, 
and it is the same philosophy we have." 
Liverpool remain a work in progress. 
Eight matches have been played at Anfield this season, yet only three have 
resulted in victory for Dalglish's men, with the past four before Saturday ending in 
stalemate. The 1-1 draw against Manchester City a fortnight ago marked the first 
time that Liverpool had failed to win any of four successive home league fixtures 
since December 2002. There is undeniably a desire within the squad for home 
improvement and Dalglish believes an upturn to be inevitable. 
"If you look at home performances, they have been fantastic," he said. "If you 
look at the points, maybe not. There is not a game we have played here that we 
couldn't have won, we shouldn't have won. The goalkeepers that have come here 
have done very well for their side. 
Performance-wise, we don't have any problem whatsoever. Goals -- yeah, we'd 
love more, and we'll get more." 
With Suarez in this kind of form, Liverpool will always pose a threat. Whether 
breaking past an opponent from wide on the wing or bursting dramatically 
through the middle, his runs were an exhilarating blend of grace and devastation. 
He poured forward time after time in the first half, scattering blue and white 
shirts like laundry torn from a washing line, as Liverpool created a wealth of 
chances. 
They won ten corners in the opening 45 minutes, as Radek Cerny, the QPR 
goalkeeper, made three superb saves to deny Maxi Rodriguez and one more on 
the stroke of half-time to deny Downing. The decisive moment came when Suarez 
headed in Adam's left-wing cross, but Liverpool could have doubled the lead 
whenShaunWright-Phillipsdeflected Craig Bellamy's cut-back on to his own bar. 
With fixtures against Aston Villa, Wigan Athletic, Blackburn Rovers and Newcastle 
United to come before the new year, Liverpool will feel confident that they can 
stay in touch with their rivals. With Suarez in this mood, anything is possible. 
Ratings LIVERPOOL 4-2-3-1 J M Reina 6 G Johnson 6 J Enrique 6 D Agger 0 7 M 
Skrtel 7 C Adam 7 J Henderson 6 MRodriguez 6 D Kuyt 7 S Downing 7 L Suarez 8 
Substitutes: C Bellamy 0 (for Rodriguez, 78min), J Shelvey (for Downing, 86). Not 
used: A Doni, S Coates, J Carragher, M Kelly, A Carroll. Next: Aston Villa (a). QPR 4-
4-2 R Cerny 8 L Young 5 D Gabbidon 4 A Ferdinand 5 A Traore 5 A Faurlin 6 J 
Mackie 6 J Barton 7 S Wright-Phillips 5 J Bothroyd 6 T Smith 5 Substitutes: B Orr 6 
(for Ferdinand, 50min), D Campbell 6 (for Smith, 66), C Hill (for Mackie, 78). Not 
used: E Putnins, M Connolly, S Derry, A Buzsaky. Next: Manchester United (h). 
 

 
Luis Suárez does the conventional business for Liverpool against QPR 
No controversy, no DVD defence and no work for the Football Association 
courtesy of Luis Suárez this weekend; just a decisive goal from him that brought 
an overdue home win for Liverpool and spared them from another interrogation 
into their forgotten art of finishing. It was timely of the Uruguay international to 
issue a reminder of why £22.8m had been spent on him in January. 
Suárez's reputation may owe more to notoriety than his undoubted brilliance but 
both sides to his character keep him central to every performance and Liverpool's 
prospects. They moved above Newcastle United in the table after a first home win 
in five attempts against a Queens Park Rangers team that, aside from a late rally 
which ensured Anfield remained on edge, could find solace only in the slender 
margin of their defeat. 
"The headlines don't matter but at least they'll be nice headlines tomorrow," said 
Kenny Dalglish, who saw one of his successors in the red No7 shirt land an FA 
charge for allegedly giving the finger to Fulham supporters at Craven Cottage on 
Monday. "Luis scored with a header, which doesn't happen too often," Dalglish 
said. "And I thought he played really well. Some of the football we played was 
brilliant." Brilliant until sight of the opposition goal, that was. 
Apart from showing a DVD of Fulham's misdemeanours against the former Ajax 
striker, Dalglish had also used his pre-match press conference to call for an end to 
the profligacy that has cost Liverpool repeatedly at home. It appeared the appeal 
would go unheeded until Suárez finally rediscovered his scoring touch moments 
after the restart. 
From the opening whistle Liverpool swarmed forward relentlessly, found space 
behind the QPR defenders and engineered chances repeatedly. For 45 minutes 
they squandered them all, with the Uruguay international the chief culprit. The 
home side won three corners in the opening three minutes and their dominance 
was unrelenting. Suárez's wasteful first half commenced when he placed a free 
header straight into the grasp of goalkeeper Radek Cerny after being found 
unmarked by Stewart Downing. He was then unfortunate with an attempt to beat 
Cerny inside his near post, before slicing horribly wide with his right foot when he 
should have taken Maxi Rodríguez's pass with the left. Soon afterwards he was 
foiled at close range by the visiting keeper and sent the rebound out for a throw-
in on the opposite side of the pitch. 
But he was not alone in his profligacy. Rodríguez benefited from Dirk Kuyt's 
industry and vision to race clean through on goal, only for Cerny to produce a fine 
save. It would not be the only time the outstanding Czech, playing because of 
injury to Paddy Kenny, thwarted the Argentinian. Daniel Agger allowed another 
Downing centre to roll under his boot in front of the Rangers goal on the stroke of 
half-time yet, with Anfield rueing a familiar script, Liverpool produced. Charlie 
Adam, who prospered in the space he was afforded all game, delivered a 
delightful cross from the left that sailed over the heads of three visiting 
defenders. Suárez was left scandalously unmarked in the centre and duly headed 
beyond Cerny for his first goal in the Premier League since 1 October. 
"I'm disappointed with the goal but they were the better side," admitted Neil 
Warnock, the QPR manager. "Luke [Young] has held his hands up in the dressing 
room. He had Suárez at the corner but then lost him. But Suárez was amazing 
today." 
The breakthrough should have been the cue for Liverpool to ease to victory but 
that is not how Dalglish's team operate on home soil at present. Cerny produced a 
stunning save from Rodríguez, changing direction and dropping low to his left to 
tip the midfielder's volley on to the post from a Suárez cross, then denied the 
former Atlético Madrid captain once more after he exchanged a series of passes 
with Suárez on the edge of the area. Reprieved, as they were again when Shaun 
Wright-Phillips struck his own bar, the visitors besieged José Reina's goal in the 
dying moments but there was no way through, only an argument between Joey 
Barton and Craig Bellamy that continued long after a valuable victory was 
secured. 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/liverpool
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/qpr
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/premierleague
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Suarez finds unlikely ally in Warnock 
Neil Warnock has history with Liverpool. There was an on-field spat - and alleged 
spit - with Stéphane Henchoz after a League Cup semi-final defeat with Sheffield 
United. There was also Rafa Benitez's understrength team selection for a game at 
Fulham late in the 2006-07 season that he believes contributed to his Sheffield 
side's relegation. 
Yet Warnock put past grievances behind him to speak out in Luis Suarez's defence 
on Saturday evening, despite having just seen his QPR team undone by the 
Uruguayan's virtuoso display. 
Where Kenny Dalglish's DVD show to journalists last week was designed to 
suggest Suarez does not get fair treatment from referees, Warnock's view is that 
the abuse he receives from opposition supporters - which provoked the 
Uruguayan's hand gesture at Craven Cottage seven days ago - should also be 
under scrutiny. 
"He is a foreign player in a foreign country. The crowd away from home gives him 
so much stick and he should be protected from that as much as possible. 
"Yes, he's got to learn he cannot be making gestures but, bloody hell, the stick he 
gets it is about time someone did something about it," said Warnock, arguing that 
the Football Association and Premier League should "charge the clubs concerned 
if they are going to give abuse like that". 
That Suarez's tendency for exaggerated tumbles earns supporters' scorn is a 
possible counter-argument: Warnock's own fans directed a good deal of their 
chanting his way, with one song suggesting uncharitably: "Luis Suarez, he looks 
like a rat." 
Prominent front teeth aside, Suarez does share one trait with the little-loved 
rodent: he is an absolute pest for defenders, as his constant movement and 
inventiveness underlined. 
"I don't think you can keep him quiet against anybody," Warnock added. "I think 
what you have to do with Suarez is hope that he is suspended when you play 
him." 
The only caveat about Suarez's footballing ability is his finishing, for although he 
headed the game's only goal from Charlie Adam's cross after 47 minutes, he had 
already spurned four clear first-half opportunities. 
Maxi Rodriguez might have had a hat-trick too, and Liverpool's profligacy, 
combined with the excellence of Rangers' 37-year-old third-choice goalkeeper, 
Radek Cerny, ensured a nervy finish. 
This seems the way for sixth-placed Liverpool this term. This was their first Anfield 
win since September and one revelatory statistic is that their matches there 
against the three promoted teams have produced a combined 40 attempts on 
target but only two goals and five points. 
"If you look at the home performances they have been fantastic," Dalglish said. "If 
you look at points maybe not, but there is not a game that we've played here at 
home that we shouldn't have won or could have won." 
Against this backdrop, Dalglish refused to discuss speculation about a January 
move for a striker, 12 months after his near [pounds sterling]60m investment in 
Suarez and Andy Carroll. 
The latter, an unused substitute, sits behind Own Goal in the club's scoring chart. 
By contrast Suarez, love him or loathe him, has proved worth every penny. 
LIVERPOOL 1-0 QPR 
Scorers: Liverpool Suarez 47. 
Substitutes: Liverpool Bellamy (Maxi, 79), Shelvey (Downing, 87). QPR Orr 6 
(Ferdinand, 50), Campbell 5 (Smith, 66), Hill (Mackie, 78). 
Booked: Liverpool Agger, Bellamy. QPR None. Man of the match Suarez. Match 
rating 7/10. 
Possession: Liverpool 56% QPR 44%. 
Attempts on target: Liverpool 15 QPR 2. 
Referee L Mason (Lancashire). 
Attendance 45,016. 

 
 

 
 Suarez finds unlikely ally in Warnock 
Liverpool 1 
Suarez 47 
Queens Park Rangers 0 
Att: 45,016 
Luis Suarez must have hoped he had ended another traumatic week on a high 
with the winner against Queens Park Rangers. Then matters took a turn for the 
worse. For the second time in 48 hours, he and his club found an unlikely ally in 
their fight against football's authorities. 
The QPR manager, Neil Warnock, is as popular at Anfield as a Manchester United 
season ticket (Warnock still blames Liverpool for his demise at Sheffield United 
four years ago) so his eulogising of Suarez as a "potentially £70million player" and 
defence of his right to show the middle finger at abusive fans triggers complex 
emotions. 
Given his murky history with disciplinary boards, for many on the Kop having 
Warnock endorse their opinion causes the kind of unease a liberal would feel 
after a standing ovation from Nick Griffin. Perhaps Warnock sees some of his own 
divisive personality in the Uruguayan. 
After suffering defeat because of the South American's 47th-minute header, 
Warnock said he would love to manage Suarez. There are plenty in the QPR side 
who, like Suarez, spend their weekends trying to prove that their football skills 
should be noted more than their off-field misdemeanours. The difference is that 
rather than being a serial offender, Suarez gives the impression trouble keeps 
pursuing and catching him. 
He is a definer of games, a player who creates enduring memories out of 
humdrum fixtures, just as he did here. He performed like a personality to be 
cherished rather than ostracised. 
Paradoxically, as the misconduct charges pile up, Suarez cuts the figure of a 
bemused passer-by, confused as to why each appearance in front of rival fans 
prompts a baying mob to start chucking rotten vegetables at him, until he 
becomes the one under attack for throwing a few back. 
Provocative incidents in which he has been involved, both positive and negative, 
are rooted in the kind of passion supporters see as compulsory from those in their 
own shirt but despise seeing in others. Raising a finger to opposing supporters 
taunting you because you have lost is childish; Suarez handled the ball in the 
World Cup to enable his side to reach the semi-finals; and even when he 
inexcusably bit an opponent playing for Ajax it was in retaliation to being stamped 
upon. Of course we still have to see how the charge of racist language in the 
Manchester United match will unfold. 
"The stick he gets, it is about time the FA and Premier League did something 
about it," said Warnock. "He has got everything and gives 100 per cent every 
game. He never lets the defender settle. Whatever they paid for him it was worth 
every penny. 
"His finishing wasn't so good, but he still won the match. If he scored every 
chance he would be worth £70million wouldn't he? He was head and shoulders 
the best player on the pitch." 
Conclusions on whether Suarez is misunderstood or crafty are determined by club 
loyalty. What is not subjective is his class as a footballer. As the taunts continued 
from the away end - the QPR fans' (and Barton's) sledging about the striker's 
physical appearance was creepy rather than scandalous - Suarez simply continued 
to launch another Liverpool attack. 
But for 37-year-old QPR goalkeeper Radek Cerny, Liverpool would have been out 
of sight at half-time. By the 90th minute, they were anxiously smashing clearances 
upfield having carelessly failed to extend their lead. 
Kenny Dalglish was typically noncommittal when asked if his side's wastefulness 
would prompt a striker signing next month. Liverpool's lack of a natural finisher 
means an adventurous style of football under Dalglish is not being consistently 
rewarded. 
"Goals? Yeah, we'd love more, and we'll get more," he said. At the moment, 
everything at Anfield is focused on Suarez. If the FA decides to impose an 
unwanted rest on him, Dalglish will desperately need another striker to shape the 
narrative. 
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Luis Suarez enjoys the perfect tonic 
THE gesture from Liverpool FC forward Luis Suarez came amid an outpouring of 
emotion. 
However, the pen-pushers at the Football Association won’t need to concern 
themselves with this one. 
After ending his two-month wait for a Premier League goal, the Uruguayan leapt 
for joy and lifted a clenched fist in front of the Kop. Engulfed by a cocktail of 
delight and relief, Anfield rose to acclaim their match-winner. 
Having been battered by opponents, abused by rival fans, snubbed by officials and 
targeted by the authorities, this was the perfect tonic for Suarez. 
No controversy, no-one branding him a cheat, just tributes to the remarkable 
talents of the afternoon’s outstanding performer. 
A first league strike since the derby victory at Goodison on October 1 was fitting 
reward for a display which showcased his ability, energy and invention. 
Suarez may have a growing army of critics but he’s able to bank on the 
unswerving backing of his manager, team-mates and Reds supporters. 
In the build up to the game Kenny Dalglish had used a DVD of incidents from a 
controversial defeat at Craven Cottage to illustrate the harsh treatment being 
dished out to his crown jewel. 
When the manager looks back at this game it will make much more pleasant 
viewing. 
Liverpool dominated throughout and repeatedly carved Queens Park Rangers 
open. The passing and movement was much improved yet a familiar problem 
remains. 
An inability to put teams away has cost the Reds dearly so far this season. Defeats 
at Stoke and Fulham could have been avoided, while stalemates with the likes of 
Sunderland, Manchester United, Norwich and Swansea should have yielded more. 
Another half a dozen points and Dalglish’s men would be safely camped inside the 
top four rather than playing catch-up. 
Suarez’s header ensured QPR wouldn’t become the latest newly promoted side to 
benefit from Liverpool’s failings in front of goal. 
It was a first home win since the visit of Wolves in September as a frustrating run 
of four successive home draws was broken. 
But the fact that the Reds had to endure some nervy moments in the closing 
stages on Saturday was ridiculous. 
With 62% possession, 25 attempts on goal and 17 corners, they should have been 
out of sight. A mixture of poor finishing and inspired keeping from veteran Radek 
Cerny kept the Hoops in contention. 
Liverpool’s lack of goals – just 18 of them in 15 Premier League games – is a major 
concern and must be addressed if they are to achieve their target of Champions 
League qualification. 
Dalglish can hardly be accused of being negative. The brand of football is pleasing 
on the eye and a world away from the dross favoured by his predecessor. 
The sight of Daniel Agger rampaging forward late on underlined a burning desire 
to add to their tally rather than merely hold on to what they had. 
Every week a glut of chances are created but too frequently they are spurned. 
They rely too much on Suarez, who had waited eight games to notch his fifth 
league strike of the campaign. 
His record of 81 goals in 108 league games for Ajax suggests otherwise but on the 
evidence of the past year he lacks the ruthless predatory instincts of a Rush or a 
Fowler. 
Dragging defenders out of position, creating space for others and working 
tirelessly for the cause, Suarez is so much more than a poacher. 
He’s a team player and always contributes but Liverpool need someone to start 
finding the net on a more regular basis. 
It speaks volumes that ‘own goals’ is second in the club’s scoring charts this term. 
Dirk Kuyt and Stewart Downing are yet to notch, while Charlie Adam, Jordan 
Henderson and Craig Bellamy have just four league goals between them. The 
return of Steven Gerrard later this month should certainly help in the battle to 
start putting games to bed. 
With the transfer window opening in three weeks, it’s inevitable that talk will turn 
to whether Dalglish needs to boost his firepower. However, it’s going to be 
difficult to justify to the owners splashing more cash on a striker when you’ve got 
one who cost £35million warming the bench. 
It was no surprise that Andy Carroll was an unused substitute on Saturday 
following his disappointing display at Fulham. 
He has started just eight of the 15 league games so far, scoring twice. Getting the 
best out of Carroll is one of the biggest challenges facing Dalglish. 
A year ago yesterday Carroll terrorised Liverpool at St James’ Park as he inspired 
Newcastle to a 3-1 win. The big frontman’s long range piledriver took him into 
double figures for the season. 
Still only 22 and only 11 months into his Anfield career, Carroll has time on his 
side. Some have been too quick to judge but the Reds desperately need him to 
start staking a claim for more regular action. 
Carroll was left to sit and watch as Liverpool penned QPR back during the opening  

45 minutes. 
Some of the link up play between Maxi Rodriguez, Kuyt and Suarez left the visitors 
chasing shadows but there was no end product. 
Suarez could have had a first-half hat-trick but nodded straight at Cerny and then 
sliced wide after being teed up by Rodriguez before being thwarted by the 
keeper. Rodriguez and Downing also failed to beat the Czech shot-stopper when 
well placed. 
The anxiety around Anfield lifted 69 seconds into the second half. Adam marked 
his 26th birthday in style by whipping in the perfect cross for the unmarked 
Suarez to silence the taunts from the away end. 
But hopes of the famine turning into a feast failed to materialise. Cerny pushed 
Rodriguez’s strike on to the upright and the impressive Argentine was denied 
again after a neat one-two with Suarez. 
Despite occasional moments of alarm, the outcome was never seriously in doubt 
with Kuyt threatening to end his barren run and substitute Bellamy rippling the 
side-netting. 
When Shaun Wright-Phillips turned Bellamy’s cross against the underside of his 
own bar, Liverpool had struck the woodwork for the 15th time this season. 
On Saturday it didn’t matter. The Reds got what they deserved and clambered 
back into the top six. 
But until a solution is found for their profligacy, doubts will remain about how 
much higher they can go. 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina, Johnson, Skrtel, Agger, Enrique, Downing (Shelvey 87), 
Adam, Henderson, Rodriguez (Bellamy 79), Suarez, Kuyt.Not used: Doni, Carroll, 
Coates, Carragher, Kelly. 
QPR (4-4-1-1): Cerny, Young, Gabbidon, Ferdinand (Orr 50), Traore, Mackie (Hill 
78), Barton, Faurlin, Wright-Phillips, Smith (Campbell 66), Bothroyd.Not used: 
Putnins, Derry, Buzsaky, Connolly. 
GOALS: Suarez (47). 
CARDS: Booked – Agger, Bellamy. 
REFEREE: Lee Mason (Lancashire). 
ATTENDANCE: 45,016 
 
 

 
Suarez effort enough for Reds 
Striker Luis Suarez scored his first Barclays Premier League goal since October 1 to 
give Liverpool a 1-0 win at home to QPR. 
The Uruguay international, in the headlines for anything but his football in recent 
weeks, headed in Charlie Adam's cross from close range in the 47th minute. 
Liverpool once again dominated possession without really taking their chances 
but, unlike in recent matches, one goal proved to be enough to end a run of four 
successive draws at Anfield. 
An early header from Suarez set the tone for the first half as he then somehow 
squeezed a shot from a narrow angle between goalkeeper Radek Cerny and his 
post, before skewing wide with his right foot. 
In the 31st minute Dirk Kuyt put Maxi Rodriguez through in the inside-left channel 
and his low shot was clawed away by Cerny. 
A driving run from Stewart Downing set up another Suarez chance but his 
attempted close-range lob was parried and he hit the rebound over. 
But it took Liverpool just two minutes to put the frustrations of the first half 
behind them when they returned after the interval. Charlie Adam's left-wing 
corner was cleared back to him and his right-footed cross picked out the 
unmarked Suarez who easily headed past Cerny. 
Suarez continued to be Liverpool's main threat in the final third and when he 
pulled the ball back for Rodriguez who was denied by Cerny. 
QPR finally stirred and Danny Gabbidon nodded over. 
Rangers felt they should have had a penalty late on when Alejandro Faurlin went 
down under Martin Skrtel's challenge, while Liverpool`s Craig Bellamy clipped the 
bar in the closing stages. 
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Suarez lifts Liverpool 
LIVERPOOL 1 
Suarez 47 
QPR 0 
LIVERPOOL inched their way up the Premier League table, overtaking Newcastle 
to reach the top six, but, boy, did they make hard work of it. A goal by Luis Suarez, 
his first in the League for more than two months, just after half-time 
brought Liverpool only their third home win of the season but did little to calm 
the prevailing sense of unease around Anfield. They remain a work in progress, a 
team still a long way short of competing for a place in the Champions League, 
their ambition for the season. 
Radek Cerny had an inspired afternoon, making a mockery of his status as Queens 
Park Rangers' third choice goalkeeper with a string of saves ranging from the 
fortunate to the brilliant and buttressing a passive display by the visitors, who are 
starting to stutter a bit after a promising start to their first season back in the top 
league. 
"I'm pleased for Radek," said Neil Warnock. "He's 37, a fantastic professional and 
probably thought he'd never play in the Premier League again and he's been 
faultless." 
Suarez was a real handful for the Rangers defence and his instinctive 
understanding with Maxi Rodriguez was the one real positive Kenny Dalglish could 
take. The South Americans look alike, play with a similar zest and were at the 
heart of all Liverpool's best attacking moments and Maxi could have had a hat-
trick. 
"One is enough," said Dalglish. "I thought some of the football we played was 
brilliant, the team showed great courage in continuing to pass and move. One day 
we'll take all our chances." 
That was putting a gloss on a patchy show, a justification of more tinkering with 
his front line after the defeat by Fulham. Andy Carroll and Craig Bellamy were 
dropped as Maxi returned with Dirk Kuyt and Stewart Downing against a Rangers 
side with decent away form. Neat and purposeful in midfield, energetic in attack, 
time and again Liverpool fell short when it mattered. Maxi and Suarez were the 
prime offenders, spurning at least three decent chances. Kuyt worked tirelessly, 
but does not have the touch to operate as a support striker behind Suarez. 
Suarez should have calmed the nerves with an unchallenged header straight to 
Cerny's arms in the opening quarter, then scuffed a shot wide when put in by 
Maxi, who should have taken responsibility himself. 
A brilliant save by Cerny, diving low to his left to block Maxi's shot, kept Rangers 
level, but the visitors reached half-time with relatively few alarms, though the 
only danger to Pepe Reina was an attack of frostbite. 
Within two minutes of the restart Suarez took advantage of some slack marking at 
the near post to head home Charlie Adam's precise cross. The loss of Anton 
Ferdinand with a leg injury soon after further complicated Rangers' task. 
Suarez and Maxi almost combined to put the game out of sight, only for Cerny to 
stretch his left leg and block Maxi's volley from 10 yards. 
Another fine save after a neat interchange of passes with Suarez denied Maxi 
once more, but by now Suarez was starting to enjoy himself, twisting and turning 
Rangers' reshuffled defence as the game became more stretched. 
Warnock decided enough was enough and brought on DJ Campbell for Tommy 
Smith in a bid to exert some pressure on the Liverpool defence. Instead, Bradley 
Orr, on for Ferdinand, sliced the ball on to the bar and nearly scored an own goal 
in the closing minutes. Bellamy arrived for Liverpool and immediately raised the 
temperature with a combined verbal assault on referee Lee Mason and, surprise, 
surprise, on Joey Barton. Had Shaun Wright-Phillips and Danny Gabbidon not 
calmed him down at the final whistle, the Welshman might have suffered a worse 
fate than just a yellow card. Liverpool, though, were just relieved to record their 
first home League win since late September. 
Star man: Luis Suarez (Liverpool) 
Yellow cards: Liverpool: Agger, Bellamy 
Referee: L Mason 
Attendance: 45,016 
Liverpool: Reina 6, Johnson 5, Skrtel 6, Agger 5, Enrique 6, Henderson 5, Adam 6, 
Downing 6 (Shelvey 86min), Kuyt 7, Maxi 7 (Bellamy 78min), Suarez 8 
QPR: Cerny 8, Young 5, Ferdinand 6 (Orr 50min, 5), Gabbidon 7, Traore 6, Wright-
Phillips 5, Barton 6, Faurlin 6, Smith 5 (Campbell 66min), Bothroyd 5, Mackie 6 
(Hill 78min) 
 

 

 
Suarez keeps his head to send right signal 
Liverpool 1 
Suarez 47 
QPR 0 
Att: 45,016 
The hand gestures were scattered all over Anfield as Luis Suarez 
inspired Liverpool to victory. 
From the Uruguayan, a raised thumb to his team-mates as they rushed to 
congratulate his match-winning performance against Queens Park Rangers. 
From the Kop, after an excruciatingly anxious finale, there were arms aloft in 
celebration. For much of a nervous afternoon the palms of 
edgy Liverpool supporters appeared to be stitched to heads as a multitude of 
opportunities were squandered before and after Suarez's 47th-minute header. 
Suarez may be dealing with enough charges to keep the floodlights lit at Anfield, 
but he showed no signs of being unduly disturbed as he produced another 
vivacious display. 
The barracking won't stop, but Suarez's temperament now appears to be made of 
stern stuff. 
It was QPR manager Neil Warnock who urged the Football Association to assess 
the abuse players receive from rival supporters before attacking those who 
retaliate. He evidently didn't anticipate his own fans jumping on the overcrowded 
passing bandwagon to taunt Suarez throughout the first half. 
If they misheard or misunderstood Warnock's prematch warning, the words of 
Kenny Dalglish must have also failed to register. He promised Suarez would 
respond in future, not with the kind of wayward finger gesture which was clearly 
so offensive to Fulham fans last Monday, but with the goals that can 
fire Liverpool back into the top four. He obliged with a solitary strike, but could -- 
and should -- have had a hat-trick. For long periods, Dalglish must have feared 
another afternoon of frustration such was the frequency with which chances were 
squandered. 
Suarez and the diminutive midfielder Maxi Rodriguez inspired yet another visiting 
keeper into an heroic display. 
Radek Cerny, who was deputising for Paddy Kenny, kept the South American 
barrage at bay and allowed the Londoners to leave town with their dignity intact. 
The sight of the opposing keeper being patted on the back at Anfield has become 
a familiar one, and the question has been asked about whether it is more to do 
with poor finishing than exemplary goalkeeping. A header from Suarez and two 
Maxi efforts - each time when he was one-on-one with the keeper - were hit 
straight at Cerny. 
For every word of lavish praise for Suarez's bewitching build-up play, there is 
perplexity at how few goals he has scored. He struck 81 in 110 games for Ajax, but 
is probably averaging a goal every five chances on Merseyside. 
Criticising him is crass since he makes the majority of those opportunities himself 
and just about every chance for everyone else. If he is banned for any length of 
time, Liverpool will be deprived not only of their most creative force, but their 
greatest goal threat and most diligent worker. 
"He is an easy player to like," was how Dalglish described Suarez when he first 
introduced him to English football almost a year ago. 
"There will be nice headlines for him tomorrow, he played really well," said 
Dalglish. "The points tally we've got from the game was nothing less than we 
deserved, but the goal tally wasn't. One day we will take all the chances because 
some of the football we played was brilliant." 
Warnock identified Suarez as the main difference between the sides, although 
there was a visible gulf in ability across the park, if not in the score. 
"I thought Suarez was amazing. 
I'd love to manage him," said Warnock, who reserved most praise for his veteran 
keeper. 
"We showed a lot of resolve and Cerny was fantastic. I'm really pleased for him at 
37 so I'm disappointed we didn't get anything for him from the game." 
What is most satisfying, even for those who fear a top-four return may be too 
much to expect, is how Dalglish has revived Liverpool's brand of football. The 
sight of centre-half Daniel Agger and fullback Jose Enrique rampaging forward in 
pursuit of a second in injury time was either foolhardy or thrilling. 
That QPR retained hope of a point until full-time proved there are still problems 
for Dalglish to solve. 
QPR almost benefited from the home anxiety in the later stages. A penalty shout 
when midfielder Alejandro Faurlin was kicked on the arm by Martin Skrtel was as 
close as they came. 
Warnock could take most satisfaction from the sweat on the brow of his 
opponents as the final whistle blew. Dalglish was content that the harmful 
drawing streak at Anfield was over, and the most meaningful hand gestures of all 
involved rapturous applause for his No 7. 
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SIGNS ARE GOOD FOR SUAREZ 
1 LIVERPOOL Suarez (47) 0 QPR LUIS SUAREZ made another gesture towards the 
crowd, only this time it was one of appreciation for the unstinting support of 
the Liverpool fans, whom he repaid with his first League goal since October 1. 
Suarez, charged last week with improper conduct for raising a finger at Fulham 
fans after Monday's defeat at Craven Cottage, had the unreserved backing 
of Liverpool manager Kenny Dalglish in the build-up to this match. 
Even Queens Park Rangers boss Neil Warnock had come out in support of Suarez, 
accusing supporters of taking too many liberties when baiting players. 
The Rangers fans paid no heed to Warnock's words, spending much of their time 
chanting 'Luis Suarez looks like a rat' in a bid to further destabilise the striker, who 
also faces an FA charge of using racist language towards Manchester United full-
back Patrice Evra. 
But Suarez rose above it all, producing a commanding performance that had 
everything except the hat-trick that was there for the taking. 
Dalglish looked the most delighted man at Anfield when Suarez, who could have 
gone in at halftime with three goals to his name, finally broke the deadlock 90 
seconds after the restart, heading a Charlie Adam cross past goalkeeper Radek 
Cerny, the superb 37-year-old stand-in for injured Paddy Kenny. 
Yet Dalglish, such a clinical finisher and, by common consent, Liverpool's greatest 
ever player, must wish Suarez and his fellow forwards had merely a modicum of 
his prodigious talent in front of goal. 
In a ridiculously one-sided first half, when Rangers' display flew in the face of 
Warnock's pre-match pledge to 'have a go', Liverpool confirmed their major 
failing of the season: the inability to score. 
Dalglish's team went into action boasting a mere 17 League goals from 14 
matches, with struggling Blackburn and Bolton more prolific. 
Yet Liverpool dominated possession and field position in the opening half. 
Though Suarez was the most impressive forward, he was also the most wasteful, 
spurning several chances. Luke Young had made an excellent block to deny the 
also impressive Maxi Rodriguez when Suarez blew his first chance to silence the 
abusive away fans. 
Stewart Downing's cross found the Uruguayan unmarked eight yards out, but he 
headed straight into the arms of Cerny. 
Then, after a delightful exchange of passes with Maxi inside the box, Suarez 
embarrassingly toe-poked the ball yards wide with his right foot when he should 
have used his left. 
Suarez turned Armand Traore, hitting a low cross that Maxi was unable to get on 
the end of, before getting a third opportunity after Downing's 30-yard surge into 
the box. Suarez tried a cheeky chip, which was superbly parried by Cerny, who 
had earlier gone low to his left to deny Dirk Kuyt. 
It finally came good for Suarez after a bad break for Rangers. Adams's corner was 
a poor one, towards the near post, but it was headed back to him and the 
midfielder celebrated his 26th birthday by providing the cross from which Suarez 
struck his fifth League goal of the season. 
It proved enough to secure the points, though Shaun Wright-Phillips nearly made 
it a more convincing scoreline when he toe-poked the ball against his own bar in 
added time. 
Dalglish said: 'Luis will be making good headlines. He scored with a header, which 
doesn't happen often, and he played really well. 
'Some of our football was brilliant. 
We made a lot of chances and, one day, we're going to take them. 
'The players had the belief to keep doing what we do best, which is to keep 
passing and moving and getting into the box.' Warnock joined the praise for 
Suarez. 'Players like Suarez find half a yard, don't they? I thought he looked 
amazing today. Oh, to manage him,' he said. 
'And Cerny was fantastic. He is 37 and he never thought he would play another 
Premier League game. Yet here he is, faultless in three. 
'If anything, I thought the goal revitalised us. We had our best spells after that and 
we showed resolve.'LIVERPOOL (4-4-1-1): Reina; Johnson, Skrtel, Agger, Enrique; 
Downing (Shelvey 86min), Henderson, Adam, Maxi (Bellamy 78); Kuyt; Suarez. 
Subs (not used): Doni, Carroll, Coates, Carragher, Kelly. Booked: Agger, Bellamy. 
QPR (4-5-1): Cerny; Young, Ferdinand (Orr 50), Gabbidon, Traore; Barton, Faurlin, 
Wright-Phillips, Bothroyd, Smith (Campbell 66); Mackie (Hill 78). Subs (not used): 
Putnins, Derry, Buzsaky, Connolly. 
Referee: L Mason. 

 

 
LUIS SO SUAVE; Dalglish's slick striker keeps his cool to bury Hoops 
LIVERPOOL 1 Suarez 47 QPR 0 ONE WAY or another you cannot keep Luis Suarez 
out of the spotlight and he took his cue again to set Liverpool on the way to a rare 
home win. 
The man who manages to stir the emotions for better or worse was at his most 
menacing to test and ultimately topple an unashamedly defensive QPR. For half 
the match Rangers' policy served them well, though largely through the reactions 
of their keeper Radek Cerny and Liverpool's wayward finishing. 
Suarez was at fault, but his irrepressible nature always provided a source of 
optimism and almost inevitably he converted the winning goal. 
Kenny Dalglish has consistently stood by Suarez and verdicts have yet to be 
delivered in cases against him. 
Indisputable, however, is Suarez's talent, hunger and importance to 
the Liverpool cause. His movement and close control at pace terrorises defenders. 
Dalglish, doubtless sensing his support of Suarez had been vindicated by the 
player's first league goal in 10 weeks, said: "The headlines he gets don't matter, 
but they'll be nice headlines tomorrow. He scored with a header, which he 
doesn't get many of. But his goal was well deserved and well taken. He played 
well. 
"It was an excellent performance by the team. We created a lot of chances and 
maybe our goals tally could be better, but one was enough." 
Rangers manager Neil Warnock (right) acclaimed the performance of veteran 
standin Cerny, but acknowledged Suarez made the difference. 
He said: "They were the better team and oh, to have a player like Suarez. But 
Cerny was fantastic. He's a top pro and thought he would never play in the 
Premier League again. But in three games he has been faultless." 
Others aside from Suarez have to shoulder their burden of responsibility 
if Liverpool are to play their way into the top four. Maxi, given the start he craved, 
couldn't make the most of his call-up. Not that Rangers mounted any serious 
threat. The closest they came was when Shaun Wright-Phillips lifted the ball on to 
his own crossbar just before the end. 
Strangely, Liverpool have struggled for wins at Anfield this season. Five draws 
from seven previous home fixtures scarcely represents the stuff of Champions 
League contenders. 
Rangers, too, have been more productive on the road since their return to the top 
division. But their task might have been all the more daunting had Liverpool's 
early pressure forced a breakthrough. 
Martin Skrtel had a shot deflected behind and Suarez headed straight at Cerny. 
Suarez squandered another chance after Maxi played him in. 
Then Maxi was cast in the role of potential poacher from Dirk Kuyt's perfectly 
weighted pass, only to telegraph his intention and see Cerny turn away his effort. 
Charlie Adam raised home hopes with a swashbuckling surge into the Rangers 
penalty area but that also came to nothing. 
Rangers settled for a policy of containment until mustering their first attempt at 
goal in the 40th minute, a 30-yard drive from Wright-Phillips that drifted 
harmlessly over the bar. 
Suarez, fed this time by Stewart Downing, was denied by Cerny and then wasted 
the rebound. Downing then went solo and again the Rangers goalkeeper was well 
-positioned to deal with it. 
The whole dynamic of the match - and the atmosphere inside Anfield - changed 
after the break. 
Adam's corner was repelled but his subsequent cross, delivered with his right 
foot, found unmarked Suarez, who gratefully headed Liverpool into the lead. 
Rangers were suddenly confronted with the challenge to come out fighting and 
risk leaving gaps at the back. Kuyt exploited a little more space, cleverly cutting in 
from the left before pulling his shot wide. 
Suarez created another opening for Maxi, who stared in disbelief as Cerny 
somehow resisted again. Suarez and Maxi combined brilliantly again to carve a 
path through Rangers' defence before the latter was denied for the umpteenth 
time by Cerny. 
ALLSOP'S VERDICT LIVERPOOL eked out three points that should have come easier 
because their finishing was erratic and Cerny inspired. But a point would have 
been more than negative QPR deserved. 
Killer stat Number of times Liverpool have hit woodwork this season - the highest 
in the PL 15 
 

 


