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Liverpool 1 Lescott 33 (og)  
Manchester City 1 Kompany 31  
Referee: M Atkinson. Attendance: 45,071  
By the end of this breathless encounter, at the end of a turbulent week, 
Manchester City had ten men on the pitch, including five defenders and one 
outstanding goalkeeper. They were under a barrage of pressure, but somehow, by 
the length of Joe Hart's fingertips, they clung on long enough to take their 
unbeaten Barclays Premier League record into December.  
This was City's sternest examination yet, an afternoon on which Liverpool sensed 
vulnerability and tried everything to expose it. By the final minutes, after City had 
Mario Balotelli sent off, Kenny Dalglish had even sent on Andy Carroll, but when 
the [pounds sterling]35 million forward headed Glen Johnson's cross towards the 
top corner, deep into stoppage time, Hart responded with a magnificent save, 
diving full-length to push the ball to safety. When the final whistle blew, everyone 
seemed happy enough. City were relieved to have emerged with that proud 
unbeaten record intact and to have restored their five-point lead over 
Manchester United at the top of the Premier League table. Liverpool's players 
looked a little frustrated at first, having had enough chances to win after a 
deflection off Joleon Lescott equalised in the wake of Vincent Kompany's opening 
goal, but the appreciation of the Anfield crowd must have eased such thoughts. 
Roberto Mancini, the City manager, was not quite so happy. He claimed 
Liverpool's players were to blame for Balotelli's sending-off, when he was shown 
a second yellow card only 17 minutes after coming on as a substitute, for raising 
his arm in an aerial challenge with Martin Skrtel. Dalglish responded by suggesting 
that Balotelli should "look in the mirror" if he wanted to find who was 
responsible. It was a shame that it ended on that note. It was an enjoyable game 
of the type in which the Premier League specialises. It was frenetic, intense and, 
intermittently, high on quality. David Silva and Luis Suarez showed flashes of 
brilliance, but it said much about the nature of the game that, Hart aside, the 
dominant performers were Kompany, the City captain, Daniel Agger and Lucas 
Leiva. Liverpool are unbeaten in ten matches in all competitions since the 4-0 
defeat away to Tottenham Hotspur on September 18. A fifth draw in seven 
matches at Anfield might not look too clever, but the overall picture, enhanced 
over the past week, is of a team that have improved enough over the past 12 
months to regard anything less than a top-four finish this season as a 
disappointment. City had won at Anfield only once in 22 visits since Boxing Day 
1981, but never had they travelled to Merseyside feeling so emboldened. Their 
Champions League defeat away to Napoli on Tuesday, which has left them staring 
at the threat of elimination, might have knocked their confidence, but not too 
much, to judge from the way that they took the game to Liverpool in the opening 
half-hour. Silva was showing some deft touches, even drawing the appreciation of 
the Anfield crowd on occasions, but he and his City team-mates were given little 
time and space to work their magic. Samir Nasri certainly found the going tough, 
on another unconvincing outing, while Sergio Aguero was often frustrated by the 
attentions of Skrtel and Agger, but City showed a willingness to fight for the right 
to demonstrate their quality. Yaya Toure had flashed a shot just wide and Pepe 
Reina was required to race from his penalty area twice before City claimed the 
lead on 30 minutes. Silva's artistry and vision have been highlights of this Premier 
League season, but this time he laid on a goal with something so straightforward 
as a corner, his inswinging delivery met decisively at the near post by Kompany -- 
it first seemed with his head, but, on second viewing, with his shoulder, which 
sent the ball beyond Reina. City's lead lasted less than two minutes. A loose ball 
was prodded into the path of Charlie Adam, who took a touch before letting fly 
from 30 yards. Adam's shot was heading wide of goal, but Hart and Lescott 
seemed committed to intercepting it. Lescott's outstretched foot took the ball in a 
different direction and Hart, overcommitted to saving the shot, could not reach it. 
Liverpool were level. Liverpool had already shown their determination, but now 
they began to illustrate their ability. Suarez released Dirk Kuyt, whose pull-back 
met a fierce shot from Adam and an excellent reaction save from Hart. Johnson 
cut inside from right back to curl a left-foot shot just wide of the far post.  
The second half brought more of the same, with Liverpool matching City 
numerically and, as the match went on, surpassing them physically in midfield. 
Toure, in particular, began to look jaded as Lucas and Adam took control of the 
game. Suarez looked to stretch the City defence at every opportunity, but if there 
is one thing about the Liverpool forward, with his twisting runs on one hand and 
his propensity to look for free kicks on the other, he tends to focus opponents' 
minds and makes sure they try everything to stop him. By the time Mancini sent 
on Balotelli in place of Nasri, City seemed to be fading. The Italy forward never 
tuned into the demands or the pace of the game and, having been booked for a 
silly lunge on Johnson on 77 minutes, he was sent off for raising his arm towards 
Skrtel five minutes later. The second offence was trivial, but it showed naivety -- 
no more, no less -- to challenge for the ball in such a manner having already been 
booked. More to the point, it left City hanging on with ten men, with Hart having 
already been forced to make fine saves to keep out Stewart Downing's bouncing 
volley and Suarez's near-post shot. City almost claimed an unlikely winner, with 
Edin Dzeko escaping down the left to set up Silva, who was held up by Reina and 
then denied by Skrtel, one of four Liverpool players in the way. But the most 
spectacular late intervention came from Hart, diving high to his left to push away 
Carroll's header. On an afternoon when City's vulnerability was exposed, their  

goalkeeper showed how hard it will  be for anyone to beat them.  
Talking tactics  
Pepe Reina, the Liverpool goalkeeper, provided a reminder of his brilliance with 
his feet. He rushed out of his penalty area and slid to win a 50-50 challenge with 
Sergio Aguero before beating David Silva to the subsequent loose ball by kicking it 
into touch. Later he chased Aguero outside the penalty area and tackled him to 
concede a throw-in. Reina's touch graphic shows his frequent forays away from 
goal  

 
Joleon Lescott own goal gifts Liverpool a draw against Manchester City 
The quest for the Premier League title is as much a trial as an adventure. Even 
Manchester City, with fathomless means, know there will be days such as this 
when they are reduced to an almost impoverished condition. Energy reserves 
among the outfield had been exhausted before the close, but the goalkeeper, Joe 
Hart, had the spring to pull off a superb save from a header by the substitute 
Andy Carroll in stoppage time. 
Roberto Mancini perhaps anticipated there would be alarms of that sort before 
the lead in the Premier League was restored to five points with a draw that was 
only his second of the season in the top flight. In normal circumstances, a club in 
such a position would be overjoyed. After all, Manchester United had used up a 
home fixture the previous day when they were held by Newcastle United. 
City, though, are denied the right to take comfort in such mundane matters. They 
have brought that on themselves with the sheer scale of their own ambitions and 
the funds that propel them. The side, on this evidence, can still be febrile, perhaps 
best evidenced when the substitute Mario Balotelli was shown a second yellow 
card in the 83rd minute after catching the Liverpool centre-half Martin Skrtel with 
his forearm. 
The forward had spent just 19 minutes on the field. Mancini might have thought 
the punishment severe but the indiscipline should still concern him. Life is 
crammed with incident for City, whether they like it or not. Their midweek defeat 
at Napoli in the Champions League was draining for the squad and the 
assumption that they could come to Anfield and lay on a spectacle of sprightly 
football was unreasonable. 
Mancini would have anticipated that energy and keenness would belong mostly 
to Liverpool. Despite that, it took a particularly silly own goal by Joleon Lescott to 
put Liverpool on level terms. Even without such idiosyncrasies, City are learning 
by the day that the reaction to them becomes more intense with each step they 
take towards the title. 
Liverpool chose to be conservative for much of the afternoon. With Lucas Leiva 
impressing as he covered in front of the back four, they were intent on showing 
City that there would be no easy route to goal. The nature of the contest made it 
especially hard for Sergio Agüero to fill the unfamiliar role of lone striker. The 
goals, both coming before the interval, were not the product of gleaming 
creativity. 
In the 31st minute, City moved in front when Vincent Kompany got away from 
markers at the near post to meet David Silva's corner kick with a header. If that 
was simply slipshod defending by Liverpool, the lapse by City that followed two 
minutes later was absurd. A long-range effort by Charlie Adam was miscued and 
destined to go well wide until Lescott stuck out a leg and diverted it into his own 
net. 
There was luck in that, but this fixture was never liable to put City are ease. If 
there is any benefit at all to the setback in Napoli, it lies in the toning down of 
expectations. In the aftermath of the midweek defeat, Mancini jumped at the 
opportunity to write off the club's prospects of winning the Champions League 
this season. Whether or not he was sincere on that matter, he dare not suggest 
that the Premier League title must also be reserved for some other team. 
City faced a daunting occasion, yet Liverpool's record at home has lately offered 
encouragement. Though Kenny Dalglish's side are unbeaten at Anfield this 
season, that sequence was made up of four draws and only two wins. The 
statistics would have been reassuring for City were it not for the craving, among 
Liverpool fans and players alike, to make this a stressful day for the nouveau riche 
club. 
Nonetheless, Mancini's men stood firm before the compelling ferocity of Anfield, 
even if Silva might have found the net towards the close instead of seeing the 
attempt blocked. It would not have been a deserved win for City. Mancini, his 
usual composed self following the game, was not taken by surprise in any regard. 
It must have been on the tip of his tongue to ask whether a point was not a 
thoroughly tolerable return on the effort put into the contest. Few thought that 
Manchester United should be downcast when they also recorded a 1-1 result. 
Apart from that, Mancini would have taken note of the fatigue in his centre-
forward, Agüero, among quite a few others. 
The manager has been through all the rhythms and biorhythms that can be 
sensed in a race for a title. He ran up three Serie A titles at Internazionale. The 
true consequences of this match lie elsewhere. Liverpool's endeavours will have 
encouraged other challengers. Dalglish may not anticipate a prize of that sort this 
season but he has given heart to all the other clubs who face City. 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/premierleague
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/manchestercity
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/liverpool
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Hart heroics save City a point on sombre day 
They are rare days indeed when the mood of a match, especially one at Anfield, is 
dictated by an event elsewhere. But so it was yesterday after the death of Gary 
Speed. The players stood to attention, around the centre circle and in the stands, 
for a minute's silence for the passing of goalkeeper Brad Jones's young son and 
Speed. The moment felt poignant and sincere. 
These are the times, when a crowd does not have to be told the who and the why 
- when they instinctively know - that the silence is most profound. So it was 
yesterday when more than 45,000 fell silent out of respect for Jones's child, Luca, 
and in memory of Speed. For one minute, all the miscellany of League places and 
rivalry and resentment was respectfully put to one side. 
There was no Craig Bellamy in the Liverpool squad, left out, Kenny Dalglish said, 
because "there's no way a game of football is more important than grieving". 
Then referee Martin Atkinson's whistle broke the spell, the crowd roared and off 
we went again, head-first into a game played by the end at a remorseless pace, 
from which Manchester City, down to 10 men, were grateful to emerge with a 
point and their unbeaten record intact. 
Mario Balotelli, a substitute, spent just 18 minutes on the pitch and his sending 
off seven minutes from time did the most to imperil City's increasingly precarious 
grip on the draw - but what an absorbing end to the match. At first, it had 
meandered but by stoppage-time, when Joe Hart flung himself across the goal to 
push away Andy Carroll's header, it had turned into one of those caution-to-the-
wind shoot-outs that could have gone either way. 
If one side deserved to win then it was Liverpool, who dominated most of the 
second half and, had they been given another 10 minutes, would surely have 
battered down City's resistance. But the away team had a chance on 89 minutes 
when substitute Edin Dzeko left Lucas Leiva on his backside down the left. He 
picked out David Silva in the box but City's playmaker could not carve out enough 
space to get his shot off. With Silva kept notably quiet, the game's most effective 
attacking player was the brilliant Luis Suarez, who City's defenders struggled to 
control from the moment Vincent Kompany was booked for a foul on him after 13 
minutes. Suarez troubled the City back four to the very last moment of the game 
and deserved a winning goal. But City held on and it is testament to Joleon Lescott 
that, although he scored an unfortunate own goal that let Liverpool back into the 
game just two minutes after City had taken the lead, the England defender was 
otherwise excellent. Given the form Suarez is in, it is too much to expect a 
defender to keep control of him for 90 minutes but Lescott survived and that, for 
City, for now, was enough. Roberto Mancini's team were not at their best 
yesterday. A casual observer would not, on this performance, be given to 
compare them to Barcelona - at least the Bars.a pre-defeat to Getafe on Saturday 
night - but they held onto a draw that restored their lead over Manchester United 
to five points, as it was before the weekend. If this is to be City's season then this 
was another significant obstacle negotiated, although there will be many more in 
this campaign. Balotelli? The two offences that led to his dismissal were stupid 
but not malicious, a description which could well apply to much of his career so 
far in England. His first booking was daft: he spun Glen Johnson back when the 
full-back got away from him. His second, for leading with an elbow in a challenge 
with Martin Skrtel, was silly but the decision by Atkinson to give him a second 
yellow card was harsh. The end of the game was frantic and, after the final 
whistle, there was regret among the Liverpool camp that they had allowed City to 
get away with it. But, on reflection, a 1-1 draw at home with the League leaders is 
infinitely preferable to losing 6-1 at home to them, a fate that not so long ago 
befell another team with title aspirations. 
It was a bad goal on 31 minutes for Liverpool to give away, coming directly from a 
Sergio Aguero corner. Kompany started his run towards the back of the box but, 
by the time he had arrived at the near post, Dirk Kuyt was a crucial two yards 
behind him. The City captain did not make clean contact with the header, it came 
off his left shoulder but he could not have picked his spot in the far corner of Pepe 
Reina's goal better. Within two minutes of the goal, Liverpool were level. Micah 
Richards' clearing header did not go far enough and Charlie Adam, an enterprising 
presence, ran onto it and struck the ball towards Hart's left. Lescott's intervention 
was catastrophic. He got a foot to the ball but succeeded only in diverting it into 
the opposite corner. From that moment, Liverpool should, on the balance of 
chances, have gone on to win the game. Suarez played in Kuyt down the left 
channel before half-time and his cut-back to Adam was deflected over. Jose 
Enrique was the pick of the full-backs and with little more than 20 minutes to 
play, Liverpool's assault on City's goal intensified. 
Hart was equal to it all, starting with Stewart Downing's shot on 67 minutes, 
which was struck into the ground and required pushing away. These are the kind 
of instinctive saves from close range Hart is best at. Lescott proved himself a 
nuisance to Liverpool. He twice blocked Suarez on 74 minutes down the left. 
Later, the Uruguayan slipped the ball through Lescott's legs in the area but the 
defender never lost his composure. 
Once Balotelli had been dismissed, Dalglish sent Carroll on for the final barrage. 
How the striker could have done with that late header going past Hart. By the 
frenetic end to the game, it was almost as if the news at the beginning of the day 
had been temporarily forgotten but Atkinson's whistle for the end broke the spell 
again and real life re-imposed itself. 

 

MATCH FACTS 
Substitutes: Liverpool Carroll (Kuyt, 84). Manchester City Balotelli (Nasri, 65), 
Dzeko (Aguero, 82), K Tour[c] (Silva, 90). 
Booked: Liverpool Carroll. Manchester City Kompany, Barry, Balotelli, Milner. 
Sent off: Manchester City Balotelli (83). 
Man of the match Hart. Match rating 7/10. 
Possession: Liverpool 56% Manchester City 44%. 
Attempts on target: Liverpool 9 Manchester City 3. 
Referee M Atkinson (West Yorkshire). Attendance 45,071. 

 
REIGNING IN MY HART 
BATTERED, bowed and almost beaten, Manchester City still emerged from an 
Anfield bruising with enough credibility to suggest they have the stuff of 
champions. Winning titles in the unique intensity of the Premier League is not all 
about skill and sublime goals, it is also a massive test of character and bottle. 
Against a vibrant, fired-up Liverpool in a passionate Anfield cauldron that would 
have broken many teams, they showed plenty of both. 
Visibly wilting in the second half after their midweek Champions League 
endeavours and against fine, fresh and ferocious opponents, City showed the 
strength of will to survive even the harsh dismissal of sub Mario Balotelli, and 
withstand a battering in the final few minutes. They had Joe Hart to thank as 
much as their defiant back-line, with the keeper making a breathtaking double 
save as a magnificent game entered a breathless stoppage time. The England No.1 
denied sub Andy Carroll a dream intervention, and followed it up with another 
audacious stop as Luis Suarez fired the rebound goalward. Only then 
did Liverpool accept the winner they richly deserved wasn't coming. 
And only then could City reflect on the fact their efforts were so defiant they 
almost stole the game themselves, when David Silva's late run saw him round 
keeper Pepe Reina only for his shot to be steered off the line by Martin Skrtel. 
Maybe the draw was a just result, if only because both sides deserved something 
from one of the games of the season. It had everything, skill and passion, along 
with the usual controversy that pursues Balotelli. He was unlucky in that he was 
on the end of another poor decision from trigger-happy ref Martin Atkinson. 
But in every other respect, the Italian deserves no sympathy, because when he 
emerged from the bench 25 minutes from the end, his body language was 
appalling, and his attitude stank the place out. He was booked for a lazy, limp 
attempt to impede Glen Johnson, and then received a second yellow when he 
merely tried to shield the ball from Skrtel, and accidentally caught the defender, 
who made more than a meal of the challenge. 
By then, an outstanding Liverpool performance had threatened to snatch victory 
as they took control the longer the game went on. Yet for all Liverpool's 
impressive, intense efforts City were still compelling on the ball, in the first half at 
least, and still able to frequently outmanoeuvre the home side with their slick 
passing skills. It made for a fascinating contest, a high speed, high quality affair, 
where the sheer ferocity of the pace was always going to force a mistake that 
could prove decisive. In the first half, both sides were hounded into glaring errors 
that led to much excitement, and a goal apiece. 
City had posted early notice they had the ability to keep playing even in the face 
of Liverpool's wonderfully relentless pressing, when Yaya Toure shot over from a 
fine position, and Samir Nasri wasted possession when a simple pass would surely 
have given Sergio Aguero a goal. The opening soon came though, with the home 
defence forced into an error, as from Silva's corner, Vincent Kompany was picked 
up not by a central defender but Dirk Kuyt, and he made the most of the 
opportunity by steering the ball into the corner via his shoulder. Liverpool were 
grateful for the error from the visitors that brought them almost immediately 
level. Charlie Adam was an influential figure all afternoon with his probing passing 
and his ability to close down swiftly, but his shot from outside the box appeared 
to be heading tamely wide. 
Inexplicably though, Joleon Lescott appeared to lose his bearings, and where he 
could have ushered the ball to safety, he aimed a wild hack that served only to 
wrong-foot Hart, and slice embarrassingly into his own net. 
It was only the athleticism of Hart that denied Liverpool several times in a 
fascinating second half. He saved well from Adam's right-foot effort, then denied 
Stewart Downing with another good stop. 
Hart was a grateful observer as Suarez's trickery put Lescott in another panic, only 
for another hack to deflect agonisingly wide via a deflection off Kuyt. Perhaps 
inevitably amid a frenetic siege, City tired first after their midweek exertions, and 
began to defend deeper and deeper. a er n Skrtel was inches away from 
converting after another scrambled corner, and then Downing had the best 
chance when Johnson's brilliant cross found him in front of goal, but he volleyed 
wide. md he 's nt Somehow City survived though, which is the mark of champions, 
and Roberto Mancini will reflect if he can keep the Balotelli circus from fatally 
undermining his side, they have a fine chance of challenging Manchester United's 
Premier League dominance. h, s, if us e, of d's LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Johnson 6, 
Skrtel 6, Agger 7, Enrique 7, Lucas 8, Adam 8, Kuyt 7 (Carroll 84), Henderson 6, 
Downing 6, 6, yt 6, Suarez 7. MANCHESTER CITY: Hart 9, Richards 7, Kompany 7, 
Lescott 7, Clichy 6, Milner 6, Y Toure 6, Barry 7, Nasri 6 (Balotelli 65, 3), Silva 7 (K 
Toure 90), Aguero 6 (Dzeko 83). REF: Martin Atkinson ATT: 45,071 7, Y 3), ). 
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Hart's a hero for City on a torrid day at Anfield 
Football becomes irrelevant at times like this, said Liverpool manager Kenny 
Dalglish. He stood in the tunnel, awaiting kick-off, speaking decently of a decent 
man. He had already decided to release Craig Bellamy from his first-team duties 
for the day. Gary Speed was a mentor to Bellamy, Dalglish said. He did not want 
to cause his player unnecessary distress. More than most, in bleak moments, 
Dalglish knows the relative importance of the game he plays.  
His thoughts were with Speed’s wife and children, he added, and somehow the 
genuine sorrow in his eyes made it more than a hollow statement. 
MATCH FACTS 
Liverpool: Reina, Johnson, Skrtel, Agger, Jose Enrique, Henderson, Lucas, Adam, 
Downing, Suarez, Kuyt (Carroll 84).Subs not used: Doni, Maxi, Coates, Spearing, 
Carragher, Kelly. Booked: Carroll 
Manchester City: Hart, Richards, Kompany, Lescott, Clichy, Toure Yaya, Barry, 
Milner, Silva, Nasri (Balotelli), Aguero. Subs not used: Pantilimon, Zabaleta, Dzeko, 
Johnson, Toure, De Jong. Sent off: Balotelli. Booked: Kompany, Milner, Barry. 
Referee: Martin Atkinson (W Yorkshire).Attendance: 45,071. 
Yet, this is Anfield, as the sign says, and Anfield is about nothing if not the 
emotional charge and consuming passion of football. So the game would go on, 
even against the backdrop of tragedy. And it did. The solemnity of the occasion 
was properly observed, the words to Rodgers and Hammerstein’s haunting You’ll 
Never Walk Alone rarely more apposite than when sung to welcome the teams, 
prior to a minute of silence for Gary Speed.Liverpool’s anthem was written for a 
man who commits suicide, Billy Bigelow, the male lead in the musical Carousel. It 
is introduced as a song of comfort for his wife Julie and is reprised, 
heartbreakingly, at the finale. Over time it has been transformed into a powerful 
terrace hymn and here it was, poignantly encapsulating the terrible sadness and 
significance of Speed’s life and death. Many in the stadium may have been 
unaware of the various layers at work, but Speed was respected and liked 
throughout football and the home fans rose to the occasion of his passing, as 
expected. The silence that followed - shared with a tragedy of equal 
wretchedness, the death from leukaemia of goalkeeper Brad Jones’s son, Luca - 
was impeccably observed, the whistle blew and it was time to play. 
It was what Speed would have wanted, we are told, but that is guesswork, too. If 
his passing proves anything it is that the desires of men, behind the public mask, 
are often a mystery. But Speed was good at football, we know that, and in times 
of great unhappiness, sport sees its duty as playing on. The league table is 
incapable of compassion and, in May, will not make allowances for a team that 
lost their way on hearing terrible news. So Liverpool and Manchester City raised 
their heads and got on with the game; and that is ultimately what we must also 
do here. For this was not a match played as if irrelevant. It contained thunderous 
passages of play, a heroic turn in the Manchester City goal from Joe Hart and a 
cameo role of pure idiocy from Mario Balotelli. At its conclusion, many considered 
it another test passed by the Premier League leaders, who were closer to defeat 
than at any time in the domestic campaign this season, but held out.  
They remain five points clear. Liverpool deserved to win, but City will draw great 
strength from the occasion. A lesser team would have folded under intense 
second-half pressure. This was a display of outstanding resilience. With one 
exception. ‘Why always me?’ Balotelli asked after again becoming the centre of 
attention at Old Trafford earlier in the season. Because you’re an ass, would have 
been the reply to the same question on Sunday.  
Balotelli was introduced after 65 minutes and played like a man angling to return 
to the dressing room from the start. His first booking, for an unnecessary foul on 
Glen Johnson, was foolish in conceding a free-kick in a dangerous position, with 
the equally dangerous Charlie Adam standing over it. His second yellow card was 
harsh, but any sympathy was tempered by his belligerent attitude.  
Balotelli caught Liverpool defender Martin Skrtel with an arm, but not maliciously, 
and certainly without the forethought that appeared to go into similar offences, 
unpunished, by Blackburn Rovers midfield player Steven Nzonzi at Stoke City on 
Saturday. Skrtel, however, hit the floor as if clubbed, and Liverpool’s players 
reacted with angry protests. Referee Martin Atkinson, who did not appear to be 
reaching for a yellow card at first, panicked lest he be accused of complacency 
and Balotelli was gone. As Dalglish rightly pointed out, however, the striker was 
the architect of his downfall. He arrived looking for trouble and found it. Balotelli 
is a good player, but whether he is talented enough to justify this level of 
maintenance is another matter. There are more than a few with his ability who do 
not require constant attention. 
If Liverpool were unlucky to be denied by Hart in the final stages, they got one 
break which kept them in the match in the first half. It came after Vincent 
Kompany had lost Dirk Kuyt, his marker, from a David Silva corner - looks like we 
haven’t got Kompany, as Liverpool’s defenders might have concluded - to head 
City into the lead after 31 minutes. At that time, the visitors were impressively on 
top and trying to chase them down could have left Liverpool vulnerable to 
counter-attack and a second goal to determine the match. Instead, from their 
next passage of forward play, Liverpool equalised fortuitously. Adam hit a low 
shot from 30 yards that was going well wide until Joleon Lescott panicked, having 
lost his bearings on the field and no longer confident of where Kuyt was lurking. 
Lescott stuck out a leg and diverted the ball past the helpless Hart.  

 
 Defiant Hart repels Liverpool's late ambush 
Liverpool 1 Lescott (og) 33 
Manchester City 1 Kompany 31 Att: 45,071 
Why always him? For those thinking Mario Balotelli might be slightly unhinged, a 
damaged dressing&#x2013;room door bore witness to his volatility. 
Reduced to 10 men when the Italian was dismissed for two cautions, Manchester 
City were grateful to their outstanding goalkeeper, Joe Hart, for slamming the 
door on Liverpool's attackers in the closing stages. Assisted by Martin Atkinson's 
willingness to play advantage, this was a fast&#x2013;moving game of growing 
grandeur, a reminder of the resilience of Roberto Mancini's title&#x2013;chasers 
and Liverpool's undeniable blossoming under Kenny Dalglish. City are five points 
clear, having survived a potential ambush. Liverpool are sixth, having again 
proven to everyone they live with the best. 
Mindful of City's central power, Dalglish opted to flood midfield, using Dirk Kuyt 
and Stewart Downing wide with the outstanding Lucas holding, squeezing the 
space around David Silva, while Charlie Adam and Jordan Henderson pushed on 
towards Luis Suarez. Liverpool's frontrunner constantly troubled City's defenders 
with his live wire movement but sadly also revealed a capacity for gamesmanship 
with the occasional waving of imaginary cards. Dalglish needs to have a word 
about such antics. Mainly, though, the Uruguayan concentrated on hurting City 
through legitimate means, starting a breathless match by knocking the ball 
impishly past Joleon Lescott and Gareth Barry. He then nutmegged Vincent 
Kompany. 
City's tactics were similarly reliant on quicksilver qualities. Mancini deployed his 
smaller, spinning&#x2013;top attackers, releasing Samir Nasri and Silva to 
support Sergio Aguero. Lightblue waves began to roll towards the Kop, testing the 
awareness and athleticism of Liverpool's defenders. Daniel Agger particularly 
impressed, sliding in to dispossess Aguero. And so it began, a high&#x2013;speed 
contest replete with relentless pressing. 
So confident domestically, City were building, looking for weaknesses, hunting a 
goal. When Jose Enrique underhit a back&#x2013;pass, the alert Pepe Reina 
charged from his area, just beating Aguero to the ball and clearing before Silva 
could pounce. Then Milner released Aguero, who sped past Martin Skrtel and 
Agger, but ran out of room, much to the Kop's mirth. 
That laughter soon disappeared. City's pressure told. When Enrique conceded a 
corner, Silva bent the dead&#x2013;ball to the near post. 
Surprisingly, Kompany's progress towards the inviting, incoming ball was tracked 
by Kuyt and Glen Johnson. Kompany was far too powerful for both of them and 
rose confidently to score past Reina. 
As Liverpool sighed in frustration, City fans launched into their Poznan dance, 
turning their backs on the action. Mistake. By the time they faced the pitch again, 
they had lost the lead. Again a City centre&#x2013;half had the decisive touch, 
Lescott inadvertently redirecting Adam's shot past Hart. 
The action was fast and compelling to behold. Touches of class could be seen 
from defenders and attackers. It took a fine sliding tackle from Kompany to prise 
the ball from Suarez's twinkling feet. 
Two well&#x2013;matched sides went at each other like heavyweights, Kompany 
flattened Adam, who accepted it as a compliment. Skrtel fouled Aguero, who had 
elegantly rolled the ball away. Moments of technical excellence spiced 
proceedings. Aguero was denied by Reina as the half closed. 
There was little let&#x2013;up in the tempo as the new half opened. Adam had a 
shot deflected. Agger again brilliantly read Aguero's intent to cut off a promising 
avenue. Construction and destruction lay everywhere. Lucas struck a magnificent 
cross&#x2013;field pass. Then Agger adroitly turned away from Aguero, steering 
the ball to safety. Gael Clichy swept across a marvellous first&#x2013;time ball 
that set Liverpool alarms ringing until Enrique cleared. 
Still Liverpool's defending drew admiring gasps from the home fans. Reina 
thwarted Aguero. Lucas put in a tackle on Yaya Toure that was pickpocketing at its 
most precise. Liverpool were also quick to turn defence into attack; Downing 
would have scored but for Hart's reflexes. A familiar tale. 
And so came Balotelli for his 17 manic minutes. He was clearly not in the mood, 
and was cautioned for a pull on the escaping Johnson. That 77th&#x2013;minute 
incident reflected how Liverpool had seized the initiative. Chances came and went 
in front of a beseeching Kop. 
Henderson crossed but Downing dragged his volley badly wide. 
Mancini strived to ease the near siege, sending on Edin Dzeko to 
push Liverpool deep. The move was swiftly undermined when Balotelli, leading 
with an arm into Skrtel, effectively invited Atkinson to brandish a second yellow. 
However much City complained about the reaction of Liverpool's players, Balotelli 
was simply foolish to challenge like that. 
The Kop sensed a famous win. Lucas set up Suarez, who could not get the better 
of Hart. City still enjoyed a frisson of hope. When Dzeko's cross found Silva, the 
Spaniard took far too long to get his shot away, allowing Skrtel to clear. 
As the game closed, Liverpool looked the likelier to score. Hart stood between the 
hosts and victory. When Johnson dinked in a cross, substitute Andy Carroll 
thought he had scored with a firm header but Hart saved. Again. 
"Why always him?" Liverpool could have been forgiven for thinking. 
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Back in the game, Liverpool emerged after half-time with renewed vigour and 
gave City a genuine fright. Hart made three outstanding saves in the last 26 
minutes and Stewart Downing missed an excellent chance by shooting wide from 
close range. It was a performance that merely confirmed Hart’s status as the 
outstanding English goalkeeper of his generation: there is nobody in his class right 
now. 
He saved from Downing from outside the penalty area after 67 minutes, from Luis 
Suarez on the break after 88 minutes and from an Andy Carroll header three 
minutes into injury time.  
The first half had brought an equally admirable stop from Adam, advancing on 
goal with great purpose. Pepe Reina was also in good nick for Liverpool, but much 
of his best work required deployment as an extra outfield player, quick from his 
line to thwart Sergio Aguero. 
So City’s unbeaten league run continues, with a home game against Norwich up 
next. Few will be calling that a test of character, which makes a change. Almost 
every match City play these days is imbued with significance, but none more so 
than this one. In the context of a man’s life it had little relevance, but the league 
table will record only a difficult point earned away from home.  
Football is brutal like that. You’ll never walk alone, sings the chorus, but in the 
darkest moments, plainly, it does not always feel that way. 

 

 
Reds can keep faith as City get roughest ride so far 
IT'S becoming a familiar sight at Anfield this season. 
At the final whistle Manchester City's relieved players rushed to congratulate 
their goalkeeper for ensuring they escaped with a share of the spoils. 
Joe Hart became the latest visiting shot-stopper to take the plaudits from his 
team-mates and depart clutching a bottle of bubbly. 
The England international followed in the footsteps of David de Gea, John Ruddy 
and Michel Vorm as his heroics ensured the Reds were held to a fourth successive 
home stalemate for the first time since 1971. 
Same result but the mood around Anfield was very different. 
Of course there was frustration at the fact Liverpool failed to make their second-
half dominance count and still haven't won at home since September. 
But the overriding feeling was one of pride at how Kenny Dalglish's side had 
comprehensively outplayed a team threatening to run away with the Premier 
League title. 
Three weeks ago Liverpool departed to a smattering of boos after being held by 
newly-promoted Swansea, this time there was a standing ovation from an 
appreciative crowd. 
Sheikh Mansour has splashed an eye-watering £1billion on transforming 
Manchester City's fortunes over the past three years. As their record-breaking 
annual loss of £195million illustrated, they operate on a different planet to any of 
their rivals. 
Roberto Mancini's expensively assembled squad had made the best ever start to a 
top flight season since Kenny Dalglish's Liverpool side of 1990/91. In notching 11 
wins and a draw in 12 games prior to yesterday they had plundered a remarkable 
42 goals, including six at Old Trafford. 
But the Reds showed the oil rich owner from Abu Dhabi that there are some 
things money can't buy. The spirit and sense of togetherness Dalglish has fostered 
since his return to the hot-seat last January was showcased in all its glory. 
It was a display bursting with character and desire as Liverpool made a mockery of 
the idea that domestically City are an unstoppable force. 
Lucas Leiva, the Reds' outstanding performer, epitomised those qualities. There 
was a time when the Brazilian was jeered at Anfield. An army of critics said he was 
out of his depth and wondered what he was doing anywhere near Liverpool's 
side. 
They don't ask that question any more. Lucas' stock is rising and rightly so. He has 
developed into Liverpool's linchpin – the key link between defence and attack. 
He's still only 24 but with 182 appearances for the club already under his belt he's 
wise beyond his years. 
There was only one winner in his pivotal battle with Yaya Toure. The £25million 
Ivorian, who pockets £250,000 per week, was embarrassed by the humble hard-
working Lucas who cost Liverpool a fifth of the price. The stats told the story as 
Lucas competed 92% of his passes and won 100% of his tackles. 
Charlie Adam once again impressed alongside him and their partnership is starting 
to click. 
The Reds won key battles all over the pitch. Striker Sergio Aguero got no change 
out of the outstanding Daniel Agger and Martin Skrtel, who helped snuff out the 
threat of the Premier League's most prolific team. 
A draw was scant reward for Liverpool's contribution to an enthralling contest but 
it extended their unbeaten run to 10 games in all competitions and ensured 
momentum was maintained following the dramatic victory at Stamford Bridge. 
The Reds have become adept at raising their game to take on the big boys but the 
challenge facing Dalglish is to ensure they play with the same kind of energy and 
intensity against lesser teams. 
 

With league clashes to come against Fulham, QPR, Aston Villa, Wigan, Blackburn 
and Newcastle before the end of the year, Liverpool's hopes of Champions League 
qualification depends on it. 
It wasn't just Dalglish's players who lifted their game yesterday. The atmosphere 
at Anfield, which has been flat on occasion this term, was electric. 
There have been times at home when expectation levels have seemed to weigh 
heavily on players' shoulders. When moans and groans from the stands have 
dented confidence. 
Dalglish insisted in the build up to the game that Anfield hadn't lost its aura of 
invincibility and when the place is rocking like yesterday it remains a daunting and 
imposing arena. 
It was a day when football was put into perspective as the sport came to terms 
with the death of Wales boss Gary Speed. 
A devastated Craig Bellamy was too upset to be involved and before kick-off there 
was an impeccably observed minute's silence in memory of Speed and Reds 
goalkeeper Brad Jones' five-year-old son Luca, who recently lost his long battle 
with leukaemia. 
Wary of City's potency, Dalglish packed the midfield with Jordan Henderson 
replacing Bellamy and Stewart Downing in for Maxi Rodriguez.sFor half an hour 
Liverpool battled to contain Aguero and the mercurial talents of David Silva. The 
Reds only truly came to life after Vincent Kompany had leapt to head home Silva's 
corner. 
The response was instant as Adam let fly from long range and Joleon Lescott 
foolishly stuck out a leg to divert it past his own keeper. 
Liverpool should have been in front before the break. Luis Suarez caused City 
countless problems and he put Dirk Kuyt through. The Dutchman's touch forced 
him wide but he teed up Adam, whose shot was kept out by Hart. 
It was a sign of things to come as the second half was one-way traffic. The 
unmarked Kuyt wasted a glorious chance when he nodded wide at the far post. 
Downing's long wait for a goal continues after seeing one volley tipped over by 
Hart and the other flash wide. 
City were pinned inside their own half and the Reds were handed a numerical 
advantage late on when substitute Mario Balotelli picked up a second yellow for 
clattering into Skrtel. 
Dalglish responded by introducing Andy Carroll, who scored his first goals for the 
Reds against City back in April. The big frontman almost repeated the trick but his 
header was brilliantly clawed away by Hart who moments earlier had thwarted 
Suarez. 
Another home draw but no recriminations – only excitement about what 
Liverpool could achieve if they continue to perform at that level. 
“I don't think we could have asked for more. In terms of effort and commitment 
from the players, they were fantastic. We've come up against a goalkeeper who 
has done what three or four others have done here. He had a fantastic game. 
Eventually we'll come up against a goalkeeper who is not saving everything that 
hits him.” - Reds boss KENNY DALGLISH. 
“It is not correct. I do not agree with this yellow card. I think every time Mario 
does something many players provoke him. I think the referee gave a free-kick but 
didn’t want to give a yellow card until all the Liverpool players complained. I 
watched the replay and for me it is nothing.” - City boss ROBERTO MANCINI on the 
dismissal of Mario Balotelli. 
LIVERPOOL (4-5-1): Reina, Johnson, Skrtel, Agger, Enrique, Kuyt (Carroll 84), 
Henderson, Lucas, Adam, Downing, Suarez.. Not used: Doni, Maxi, Coates, 
Spearing, Carragher, Kelly. 
MANCHESTER CITY (4-4-1-1): Hart, Richards, Kompany, Lescott, Clichy, Milner, 
Barry, Yaya Toure, Nasri (Balotelli 65), Silva (Kolo Toure 90), Aguero (Dzeko 82). 
Not used: Pantilimon, Zabaleta, Johnson, De Jong 
GOALS: Kompany 31, Lescott og 33 
CARDS: Booked – Liverpool: Carroll. City: Kompany, Barry, Balotelli, Milner. 
REFEREE: Martin Atkinson (W Yorkshire) 
ATTENDANCE: 45,071. 
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Some draws are more of a triumph than others. 
And when you’ve been dented by Napoli, fatigued by journey, and faced one of 
the toughest tests of the season, a point is a valuable trophy. 
It becomes even more so when main rivals United have already slipped up, 24 
hours earlier, in a more winnable game. To go away from a ferocious Anfield 
atmosphere, after a lung-bursting effort from Kenny Dalglish’s very good side, 
with a draw was no mean feat. Joe Hart was the hero with four blinding saves, but 
the truth is that Liverpool scored a lucky goal and the Blues should have won it at 
the death when the normally  impeccable David Silva  couldn’t find the net when 
set up by Edin Dzeko. 
By then the Blues were, dubiously, down to ten men, and clinging on, but this was 
always going to be a real test of character. The last time they lost, at Bayern 
Munich, they followed up with a 4-0 win at Blackburn. With all due respect to 
Rovers, that is the kind of game you want after a tough Champions League fixture 
in midweek. Even then, City were not hugely convincing, before running away 
with in the second half. 
This was a different kettle of fish. Liverpool are not the most consistent side in the 
Premier League, but they specialise in putting the skids under wannabe 
champions. They have already won at Arsenal and Chelsea this season and in the 
last campaign the top three of United, Chelsea and City all fell to them at Anfield. 
At first glance, it looked like Roberto Mancini had heeded his own words after the 
Blues were counter-attacked to death in Naples. 
He told his disconsolate dressing room afterwards that sometimes they need to 
defend, as they can’t always steamroller opponents into the mud with their 
remarkable attacking talents. For this game, he played with just one recognised 
striker, Sergio Aguero, which might have been seen as a recognition that Mancini, 
too, has recognised the need for pragmatism. But once the game got underway, 
with Yaya Toure still pushing forward from midfield, it still looked like City were 
intent on out-scoring their opponents. 
Liverpool had lost the services of Craig Bellamy before the game, the Welsh 
international too upset to play after the death of his national team manager and 
former playing colleague. No-one wants to profit in those circumstances, but it 
did mean Liverpool did not have as much pace – and no vengeance factor – with 
which to cope. 
 
Supreme  
City began the brighter of the two teams, Yaya Toure firing over on the half-volley 
and Sergio Aguero darting on to a slack Jose Enrique back-pass. 
Pepe Reina raced out of his area and appeared to use a hand to smuggle the ball 
clear, but referee Martin Atkinson saw nothing wrong when it might have been a 
red card offence. Unperturbed, the Blues then put together a supreme passing 
move as David Silva, Aguero and Samir Nasri ripped open the Liverpool right flank, 
only for Nasri’s cross to fall behind the predatory Aguero. After all the slick 
passing football, it was perhaps predictable that City would go ahead with an ugly 
goal. Silva’s corner was perfect for Kompany, but he missed his header  - only for 
the ball to glance off his shoulder and nestle in the far corner. 
The travelling fans had barely linked arms for the Poznan when the home side 
drew level, and it was something of a defensive clanger. 
Charlie Adam’s 35-yard shot lacked power and accuracy, but Joleon Lescott, 
perhaps unsure of his pitch position, stuck out a foot and diverted it past the 
wrong-footed Joe Hart. 
The crowd was suddenly in full voice and Liverpool were intent on denting 
another reputation. Hart had to be at full stretch to save Adam’s shot with his 
foot, and Glen Johnson curled a shot inches wide of the far post as City rocked for 
a moment. But this team has plenty of composure and experience, and they 
recovered enough to have the final say of the first half as Silva, flitting in and out 
of the game majestically, slipped a pass for Aguero – from a tight angle he 
slammed a shot against Reina. The tension and tempo didn’t slacked in the 
second half, either.  
City still looked uncomfortable with Suarez running at them, and when Kompany 
nervously flicked at Stewart Downing’s cross, only a lack of composure from Dirk 
Kuyt prevented him from getting a header on target. Hart also had to be alive 
when Downing powered a shot down into the ground and it threatened to bounce 
over the keeper before he got his fingertips to the ball. Things got a whole lot 
harder for City when Substitute Mario Balotelli was sent off. 
His first yellow card was a silly one, a frustrated little tug on Glen Johnson, but his 
second was highlt questionable. 
He had an arm raised as he challenged for the ball with Martin Skrtel but had his 
eyes on the ball and barely brushed the Liverpool defender. 
Even with ten men City could have won it, as another sub Edin Dzeko, showed a 
turn of power and pace to storm down the left wing, and then pick out Silva 
unmarked. Untypically, the little Spaniard took a moment to control, and the 
Liverpool defence recovered enough for Skrtel to block his shot on the line. 

 
 

 
 


