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Liverpool's flaws on full display as Adebayor settles in 
Liverpool have suffered in this corner of north London in recent times, but not as 
badly as this. Their fifth consecutive defeat at Tottenham saw them finish with 
nine players and a scoreline that might have been more embarrassing.  
Kenny Dalglish was smiling ruefully by the end, having struggled to contain his 
frustration at the dismissals of Charlie Adam and Martin Skrtel, and the Liverpool 
manager must have felt that everything which could have gone wrong for his 
team, did so.  
Spurs were excellent, playing passing football that was easy on the eye as they 
stated their case for a top-four finish. They had plenty of top performers, too, 
from Ledley King at the back to Luka Modric, Scott Parker and Gareth Bale in 
midfield, but it was Emmanuel Adebayor who stole the headlines.  
On his home debut, the former Arsenal centre-forward allied a fierce work ethic 
to no little class, and the goals that completed the rout bristled with self-
assurance, particularly the first, when he impudently flicked the ball up and over 
the diving goalkeeper Pepe Reina before rolling it home.  
Love was in the air. "I knew the fans already love me," Adebayor said, with a nod 
towards his debut goal at Wolves the previous weekend. "They've always loved 
Adebayor," said the manager, Harry Redknapp, with tongue in cheek.  
Liverpool felt only misery. Dalglish could not explain why his team made such a 
sluggish start although he promised to investigate and with Andy Carroll winning 
the prize for his poorest player, against strong competition, the visitors 
unravelled. The Spurs crowd had fun at more than Liverpool's expense. "Are you 
Arsenal in disguise?" they sang.  
"The boys are upset and so they should be," Dalglish said. "The football club 
expects more than that."  
If Liverpool were slow out of the blocks then Tottenham exploded out of them 
and Modric gave them the lead in sumptuous fashion, picking out the top corner 
from the edge of the area. Modric was held against his will to the terms of his 
contract in the summer - when Chelsea tried to sign him- and so in some respects 
this represented the beginning of a new chapter for him. Redknapp said that his 
chairman, Daniel Levy, would now look to give the Croat a pay-rise. "That's what 
I'd like to happen," he added.  
Tottenham dominated the first-half and it was one that could not end quickly 
enough for Dalglish, who was reduced to tactical reshuffles and rage at the 
referee. Adam was a little unlucky to receive his first yellow card for a pull at 
Modric but he could have no complaints about the second, for a reckless lunge at 
Parker in the 27th minute. Adam, who got away with an ugly tackle on Bale at 
Spurs last season, when he was a Blackpool player, has to ask himself why he flew 
in at Parker when he was already on a booking.  
It was a measure of Tottenham's superiority that Redknapp admitted that he 
"didn't want the sending-off to happen".  
"We were way on top," he said, "and I thought it could change the game. I'd give 
Adam the benefit of the doubt. I can't see him trying to do Scotty [Parker]. But I 
have no sympathy for the right-back [Skrtel]."  
Dalglish lost Daniel Agger to a rib injury and the Dane's replacement, the debutant 
Sebastian Coates, was booked for a foul on Adebayor and only saved from a red 
card by the presence of Jose Enrique alongside him. Liverpool also saw Luis Suarez 
given a yellow card for sarcastically applauding the linesman and Dalglish waited 
to harangue the referee in the tunnel at half-time. Fuelling his anger, perhaps, 
was the 18th-minute effort the Uruguayan had pulled back for offside, although 
the decision was correct. Dalglish muttered darkly about things being "best 
unsaid" with regard to the referee, but it was difficult to criticise the official.  
Bale had ripped into the makeshift right-back Skrtel and Tottenham might have 
had more to show from the first-half had Adebayor not missed an early gilt-edged 
opportunity and Reina not stretched to save low from Modric.  
The second-half brought more thrills and spills - the former from Tottenham, the 
latter from Liverpool. Jermain Defoe missed a sitter but he then finished smartly 
after rolling Enrique and by then, Liverpool were down to nine men. Skrtel had 
been booked in the first-half for a check on Bale and he suffered an aberration 
when he decided to plough into the Tottenham winger from behind.  
The last word went to Adebayor. He swooped after Reina had fumbled Defoe's 
shot and his second was dispatched in injury-time from Benoit Assou-Ekotto's 
cross. Liverpool's team bus already had the engine running.  
Man of the match Emmanuel Adebayor (Tottenham)  
Captions:  
Liverpool's Sebastian Coates goes to ground to tackle Tottenham's Emmanuel 
Adebayor, who marked his home debut with two goals John Powell/Getty Images  
Ragged Reds:  
8 Years since Liverpool last lost a league game 4-0. In April 2003, Sami Hyypia was 
sent off in the fourth minute of Manchester United's win  
2 Years since Liverpool last had two players (Philipp Degen and Jamie Carragher) 
sent off. Fulham won 3-1  
2 Kenny Dalglish has only two more points from the first five league games than 
Roy Hodgson had in 2010-11  
13 Number of cards Charlie Adam has picked up since the start of 2010-11 season. 
Only Cheik Tiote has more  

 

 
Manu and Luka leave Tottenham in ecstasy 
TOTTENHAM ......... 4 LIVERPOOL.............0  
Next: Stoke v TOTTENHAM -- Carling Cup (tomorrow), Brighton v LIVERPOOL -- 
Carling Cup (Wednesday) FORGIVE and get four. That was the motto yesterday at 
Tottenham. First there was Luka Modric, forgiven his flirtation with Chelsea. Then 
there was Emmanuel Adebayor, forgiven his Arsenal past.  
Kenny Dalglish returned to Merseyside in a dark mood, stewing upon a terrible 
Liverpool display and two red cards but Spurs savoured a day of inner cleansing 
and renewed hope. Modric opened the scoring with a delicious strike in the sixth 
minute, Adebayor struck twice in the second half and Jermain Defoe claimed the 
other. It could have been many more. The game ended with Harry Redknapp's 
team zipping 'Ole' passes around Liverpool's nine men. One move featured nearly 
60 passes and it was hard to believe only three weeks earlier Manchester City had 
plundered five at White Hart Lane.  
City were hot that day but Tottenham had looked far from a team with genuine 
hope of a topfour finish. A few significant developments, however, and the 
outlook is very different. Adebayor, unable to play against City who are loaning 
him to Spurs, is hungry. Two goals yesterday took his explosive start to three in 
two games. Scott Parker, signed on transfer deadline day, displayed mature 
authority at the heart of midfield. In Brad Friedel, they have a more reliable 
goalkeeper, Gareth Bale looks close to his best and Ledley King is fit, at least for 
the moment. Then there's Modric himself, until recently the focal point of the 
uncertainty. Even if chairman Daniel Levy kept him from the clutches of Chelsea, 
would he have the same desire? Here was his answer. Where others sulk and 
down tools, Modric excels. It was not only his goal, though, that was special. With 
Daniel Agger struggling with a rib injury, Liverpool's back four were dragged aside 
by a left-wing raid from Bale. Jose Enrique poked the ball from Defoe but it rolled 
to Modric, who unleashed a screamer into the top corner. As the Croat slid on his 
knees past a corner flag, delirious Spurs fans sang his name and, afterwards, 
Redknapp implored Levy to offer the midfield maestro a new, improved deal. 'The 
chairman will sit down with him and discuss his contract,' said the Tottenham 
manager. Agger staggered on until the 25th minute before giving way to 
Sebastian Coates, on for his debut, and two minutes later Liverpool p were 
reduced to 10 men when Charlie Adam was dismissed. Adam, booked for fouling 
Modric early in the game, sunk his studs in Parker's thigh as he lunged for a ball 
on the edge of Liverpool's penalty area. Referee Mike Jones sent him off with a 
second yellow, much to Parker's astonishment. Dalglish has been aggrieved by 
decisions against his team and he was in the official's ear as the team's left the 
pitch at half-time. Luis Suarez was booked for offering a linesman sarcastic 
applause but Liverpool actually got lucky over Adam. It could easily have been a 
straight red, which would have ruled him out for three games, including the derby 
against Everton. He will miss Wednesday's Carling Cup third-round tie at Brighton. 
As does Martin Skrtel, sent off in the second half. Spurs had dominated the 
opening half-hour and, if anything, Adam's dismissal seemed to disturb their 
rhythm. Ultimately, the game hinged on a five-minute spell around the hour. 
Andy Carroll, ineffectual and not helped when Dalglish moved him to the wing 
after the first sendingoff, had an ambitious appeal for penalty rejected. Then 
Suarez lofted a feeble free-kick into the crowd from a promising position and 
Skrtel, at right-back, was sent off for his second clumsy foul of the day on Bale. 
Two minutes later, Defoe made it 2-0, finishing low inside the post. Adebayor 
soon made it three. Pepe Reina was unable to hold a dipping effort from Defoe 
and the Togo striker collected the rebound, flicked the ball over the goalkeeper 
and rolled it into an empty net. Spurs fans rejoiced and Adebayor soaked up the 
acclaim, arms spread, before turning his back and pointing to the name across his 
shoulders. As an Arsenal player, he was a hate-figure at White Hart Lane and last 
season he complained about racial abuse from Tottenham fans during his spell on 
loan at Real Madrid. That is firmly in the past. If he wants to make sure of his 
place in those hearts, the Gunners are the next visitors to the Lane. Deep in 
stoppage time, Adebayor added the fourth, controlling Benoit Assou-Ekotto's 
cross with a sublime touch before sweeping a half-volley into the top corner. It 
was a major reality check for Liverpool's own Champions League ambitions. 
FLASHBACK TO 1963  
TOTTENHAM have won their past five home games against Liverpool and it was 
their biggest since a 7-2 win against the Reds on April 15, 1963. THIS was the 
heaviest defeat Liverpool have suffered in either of Dalglish's reigns as manager.  
IT was their biggest loss since being beaten 4-0 at Manchester United on April 5, 
2003.  
MATCH FACTS  
TOTTENHAM (4-4-2): Friedel 6; Walker 7, Kaboul 7, King 8 (Bassong 83min), 
Assou-Ekotto 7; Kranjcar 6 (Van der Vaart 46, 6), Parker 8, Modric 8, Bale 7; Defoe 
7 (Giovani 83), Adebayor 8. Subs (not used): Cudicini, Pavlyuchenko, Livermore, 
Corluka. Booked: Adebayor. Scorers: Modric 6, Defoe 65, Adebayor 67, 90+4.  
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina 5; Skrtel 4, Carragher 5, Agger 4 (Coates 25, 5), Enrique 
5; Henderson 5, Lucas 6, Adam 4, Downing 5 (Spearing 70, 4); Carroll 4, Suarez 5 
(Bellamy 70, 4). Subs (not used): Doni, Maxi, Kuyt, Robinson. Booked: Coates, 
Suarez. Sent off: Adam, Skrtel. Man of the match: Luka Modric.  
Referee: Mike Jones 5. Attendance: 36,129. 
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Adebayor exploits Liverpool's red mist  
Tottenham 4 Modric 7, Defoe 66, Adebayor 68, 90 Liverpool 0 Referee: M Jones. 
Attendance: 36,129 ALYSON RUDD The lack of European competition for Liverpool 
this season was supposed to be a blessing in disguise, giving Kenny Dalglish's team 
breathing space in which to secure a top-four finish. But Liverpool looked nothing 
like a side ready to rub shoulders with England's elite. Reduced to ten men during 
the first half and then to nine by the 63rd minute, this was as one-sided an 
encounter as the travelling supporters have witnessed during their team's 21-year 
quest to win a nineteenth league title. Liverpool lost by a similar margin to 
Manchester United in April 2003 and, just as in that defeat, they looked 
bewildered from the very start at White Hart Lane yesterday. "They couldn't live 
with us for the first 30 minutes," Harry Redknapp, the Spurs manager, said. It was 
the team who played in Europe on Thursday night who were energetic and 
refreshed, leaving Liverpool to assume the characteristics of a side sluggishly 
failing to cope with a packed itinerary. Dalglish has been busy, though. He had a 
meeting last week with Mike Riley, head of the Premier League referees, to 
discuss the manner in which games involving Liverpool have been officiated this 
season. Would such a chat result in leniency towards his players? Quite evidently 
not. Charlie Adam received a slightly harsh caution for tugging on Luka Modric 
early in the match, a crucial decision that led to the former Blackpool captain 
being sent off for a second - and much less controversial - booking when he 
lunged at Scott Parker. "He could have hurt Scott Parker badly," Redknapp said of 
the player he was keen to sign last season. "He hung a leg out maybe and I would 
give him the benefit of the doubt. I can't see him trying to do him. He's not that 
kind of lad." But this result was not the consequence of Adam's rush of blood to 
the head. Modric, with a blistering right-footed strike, gave Spurs the early lead. It 
was deserved - which might sound strange given that only six minutes had 
elapsed, but Redknapp's side had started with such impressive verve that an early 
breakthrough felt inevitable. And the goal was a shimmering delight of a strike, 
underlining why Redknapp was so determined to keep hold of the Croatia 
international during a tug of war summer between Spurs and Chelsea. "That's 
why we were offered [pounds sterling]40 million," Redknapp said, "because he's a 
top player. They want to pay that money because they've seen that before. 
Hopefully the chairman [Daniel Levy] will sit down with him and discuss his 
contract soon." As Tottenham zipped about the pitch, dominating possession and 
leaving Liverpool to chase shadows, the home fans sang: "Are you watching 
Arsenal?" The stadium oozed contentment and none among the Spurs support 
wanted or needed the disruption of Adam's red card. "When the sending-off 
came I didn't want it to happen," Redknapp said. "We were way on top and I 
thought it could change the game. It can change attitudes and the crowd can get 
frustrated." But Tottenham's pace continued to create havoc, as was illustrated all 
too vividly by the manner in which Sebastian Coates, on his Liverpool debut, was 
flummoxed by the turn of pace of Emmanuel Adebayor, whom he hacked down. 
Coates's first meaningful act in a Liverpool shirt, therefore, was to be cautioned. A 
theme was developing. At half-time Dalglish and Steve Clarke, his assistant, 
waited at the side of the pitch for Mike Jones, the referee, to ask him about the 
various decisions they perceived to have gone against Liverpool. But although 
from the club's perspective it all felt heavy with injustice, the truth was that the 
visiting side just never got to grips with an extra sprightly Spurs performance. 
Spurs were more measured in the second half, which allowed Liverpool to 
become, briefly, more composed too. Martin Skrtel's ball through to Luis Suarez 
led to a free kick on the edge of the area after the Uruguayan was bundled over 
by Younes Kaboul. It was the first nervy moment for Spurs since Suarez's 
disallowed goal in the eighteenth minute, but Suarez wasted the set-piece. That 
small break in Tottenham's dominance might have been meaningful had Skrtel 
not been shown a second yellow card in the 63rd minute. Both the Slovakian's 
fouls were against Gareth Bale and epitomised the term "torrid" whenever used 
for a defender who is outpaced. Skrtel was playing out of position at right back for 
the third match in succession because of injuries to Glen Johnson and Martin Kelly 
and it is not likely he will rush to fill their shoes again. Two goals followed in the 
space of three minutes. Jermain Defoe ran on to Rafael van der Vaart's ball and 
shrugged off the close attention of Jose Enrique to make it 2-0. Then a shot from 
Defoe, which Reina failed to hold, left Adebayor to mop up and make it 3-0. It was 
quite a home debut for Adebayor, who was practically unplayable, athletic and in 
high spirits, even exchanging a high-five with an assistant referee. Spurs, 
unsurprisingly, indulged in keep ball against Liverpool's nine men - all a bit 
humbling for the team that was expected to pip Spurs to the Champions League 
spot come May. Goodness knows what Clarke and Dalglish were saying as they 
huddled together as the game entered added time. They were probably all too 
aware of how long an extra three minutes feels when totally outclassed. And it 
got worse when Adebayor produced the punch line with almost the last kick of 
the contest after Benoit Assou-Ekotto dinked the ball to him over a depleted and 
totally discouraged Liverpool defence.  
Tottenham Hotspur (4-4-2): B Friedel 5 - K Walker 6, L King 6 (sub: S Bassong, 
84min), Y Kaboul 5, B Assou-Ekotto 7 - N Kranjcar 7 (sub: R van der Vaart, 46 6), S 
Parker 8, L Modric 8, G Bale 7 - E Adebayor 9, J Defoe 7 (sub: G Dos Santos, 84). 
Substitutes not used: C Cudicini, R Pavlyuchenko, V Corluka, J Livermore. Booked: 
Adebayor. Next: Wigan Athletic (a). 

Liverpool (4-1-3-2): J M Reina 4 - M Skrtel 3, D Agger 4 (sub: S Coates, 26 5), J 
Carragher 5, J Enrique 5 - Lucas Leiva 5 - S Downing 4 (sub: J Spearing, 70 4), J 
Henderson 4, C Adam 3 - A Carroll 4, L Suarez 5 (sub: C Bellamy, 70 4). Substitutes 
not used: Doni, M Rodriguez, D Kuyt, J Robinson. Booked: Adam, Suarez, Coates, 
Skrtel. Sent off: Adam, Skrtel. Next: Wolverhampton Wanderers (h).  

 

 
 Nine–man Liverpool stung by Adebayor 
Tottenham Hotspur 4  
Modric 7, Defoe 66, Adebayor 68, 90  
Liverpool 0  
Att: 36,129  
So much for Kenny Dalglish's 'chat' with referees chief Mike Riley. He left White 
Hart Lane yesterday having watched, incredulous, as two of his players were sent 
off and his side utterly dismantled by Tottenham.  
Inside there may have been a white-hot sense of injustice at White Hart Lane but 
to the Liverpool manager's credit he rightly refused to blame referee Mike Jones, 
though he did state that it was "best left unsaid" what he truly felt about the 
official.  
"The football club expects more than a 4-0 defeat," Dalglish added with a face 
etched with wounded pride. "Whatever we say would take away from a great 
performance by Tottenham. How we started the game we would still have lost 
anyway irrespective of what then happened."  
He was right. But he will take no pleasure in that. What happened was 
astonishing. His team were ill-disciplined, disorganised, shambolic. And, also, 
badly set up. Dalglish will take his share of the blame for that and there will be a 
team post-mortem tomorrow.  
He got his selection, tactics and formation all wrong. At right-back, Martin Skrtel 
was exposed by Gareth Bale and was one of those dismissed. The midfield was 
overrun and Andy Carroll looked utterly lost, unable to make any impact.  
Dalglish had met Riley, the general manager of the Professional Game Match 
Officials, to complain that his team had been "battered" by the offi-ciating at last 
week's defeat away to Stoke City. This week they were simply battered by 
Tottenham and attacking the referee would have been pointless.  
Dalglish waited for Jones at halftime and the Liverpool fans chanted "You're not 
fit to referee". But the derision was all misplaced for Spurs' new signings 
Emmanuel Adebayor - all power, threat and work-rate - scored two goals and 
Scott Parker was at his tenacious best. What a difference that pair have made. 
Suddenly they look a team with far greater definition.  
And then there was Luka Modric. The Croatian struck a wonderful opening goal, 
celebrated as if all the tension of his summer turmoil had been uncorked, and 
passed the ball beautifully.  
Modric was the fulcrum for Tottenham and he even took the captain's armband 
for the final few minutes of the match when Ledley King departed.  
At the end, Modric's face was wreathed in smiles with Spurs manager Harry 
Redknapp reiterating his belief that having seen off Chelsea's attempt to lure him 
away in the summer, the club should reward the mid-fielder soon with a bumper 
new contract.  
The fact that Liverpool were reduced to 10 men might detract from Spurs' 
performance but it should not. Redknapp even claimed he was worried when 
Charlie Adam was dismissed in the first half because it might have changed the 
dynamics of a match in which his team were already in complete control.  
This was Liverpool's fifth consecutive defeat at this stadium and it was as 
emphatic as the scoreline suggested. Even before Modric struck a sumptuous 
first-time shot from the edge of the penalty area, Adebayor had already poked an 
effort wide when he should have found the net.  
Liverpool lost Daniel Agger to injury and had a goal chalked off when Luis Suarez 
was caught offside. Things became worse for them when Adam, already 
cautioned for tangling with Modric, caught Parker with a reckless challenge.  
Bale, perhaps remembering the poor tackle by Adam on him here last season 
which went unpunished, was incensed and implored Jones to send the former 
Blackpool midfielder off. He did and Liverpool struggled through to half-time only 
for Jermain Defoe to miss a clear chance immediately after the restart when he 
was picked out by Adebayor.  
Liverpool then lost another player, with Skrtel receiving a second yellow after 
upending Bale, and soon after Defoe killed any hopes of a comeback as substitute 
Rafael van der Vaart helped the ball on to him. Up against Jose Enrique, he 
shrugged him aside before beating Pepe Reina. Two minutes later, Reina was at 
fault as he spilled Defoe's shot and Adebayor deftly lifted the ball over him and 
tapped it home.  
There was one last body-blow with Benoit Assou-Ekotto picking out Adebayor, 
who brought the cross down and half-volleyed in with aplomb. 
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Modric recovers his old magic to make Liverpool's discipline vanish 
Harry Redknapp's assertion that there will be his team plus Liverpool and Arsenal 
jostling for fourth place in the league this season may be greeted as common 
sense but, increasingly, the evidence points to his Tottenham side as the ones 
who could make that final Champions League berth their own.  
Arsenal's woes are already well documented but Liverpool, who looked so bright 
before the recent international break, are showing alarming signs of tailing off 
already. Kenny Dalglish's outfit lost at Stoke, a little unluckily, last week, but here 
yesterday they were a pale shadow of the team that appeared last month to have 
not just fourth place but Manchester City and Manchester United in their sights.  
This was their first 4-0 defeat in eight years, since losing by that scoreline against 
Manchester United in April 2003 at Old Trafford. Admittedly, Liverpool did have 
two men sent off, the first, Charlie Adam, with less than half an hour played, by 
which time they were a goal down. But even with 11 men, they showed little 
cohesion and displayed a lack of control almost from the start.  
Dalglish was not to be drawn on the two sendings off or any accusations of 
indiscipline. However, the red cards for Adam and Martin Skrtel speak for 
themselves. For the Liverpool manager, the way his players started the game 
dictated what followed. He said: "We started short of the level we have been 
recently. They started better than us and [Luka] Modric scored a great goal. That 
was the start of our downfall. We have to look at ourselves and the start we had 
in the game."  
Liverpool's performances last month had some wondering whether Steven 
Gerrard would need to be brought back in as soon as he is fit. On this evidence, 
the England midfielder cannot complete his comeback from injury quickly enough. 
Adam's absence through suspension - it will be one game, although it probably 
should be three, given what he did to Scott Parker after 28 minutes - will increase 
the pressure on Dalglish to recall his best player after six months out. The Scot 
said: "It's logical everyone'll be chasing for him after a 4-0 defeat. He'll play when 
it's right for everyone."  
Spurs, too, have had a missing midfielder, but for them the problem was not 
fitness but Modric's transfer saga. He wanted to go to Chelsea, but when Spurs 
refused to sanction a [pounds sterling]40m deal, Modric lost focus. Given that 
reaction, Spurs may have wondered whether they would ever have the "old" 
Modric back, but here those doubts disappeared.  
Combining with Parker, who was excellent on his home debut, Modric was 
dictating play from the first whistle. Then, after seven minutes, Daniel Agger's 
tackle on Jermain Defoe pushed the ball to the Croatian and after one touch he 
drilled his shot into Pepe Reina's top left-hand corner from 25 yards. Redknapp, 
who was as pleased with his team's high-tempo start as Dalglish was disappointed 
with his side, said: "That's why we were offered [pounds sterling]40m for him - 
because he's a top player."  
Redknapp added that Modric could soon be offered a new deal. He said: 
"Hopefully the chairman [Daniel Levy] will sit down with him and discuss his 
contract. I think it would be soon."  
Liverpool barely mustered a response to Modric's strike before Adam's 
horrendous knee-high challenge on Parker that merited a straight red card. Never 
mind, it was the Scot's second yellow and with that Liverpool were reduced to a 
walk-on part.  
Any doubt over the result ended when Skrtel, who had already been booked, 
showed incredible stupidity to dive in on Gareth Bale from behind after 63 
minutes for his second yellow card.  
The goals that followed were icing on the cake for the hosts, first on the counter-
attack in a swift move involving Modric and Rafael van der Vaart and finished off 
well by Defoe on the turn. Emmanuel Adebayor, also on his home debut, then got 
in on the act, taking advantage of Reina's fumble from Defoe's dipping shot to 
first chip the Spaniard deftly and then roll the ball into the empty net. The former 
Arsenal forward, on loan from Manchester City, made sure he won over the fans 
who used to hate him by lashing in his second in stoppage time.  
MATCH FACTS  
Substitutes: Tottenham Van der Vaart 6 (Krancjar, h-t), Bassong (King, 83), Giovani 
(Defoe, 83). Liverpool Coates 4 (Agger, 27), Spearing 5 (Downing, 71), Bellamy 5 
(Suarez, 71). Booked: Tottenham Adebayor. Liverpool Coates, Suarez. Sent off: 
Liverpool Adam (28), Skrtel (63).  
Man of the match Modric. Match rating 8/10. Possession: Tottenham 64% 
Liverpool 36%. Attempts on target: Tottenham 16 Liverpool 2.  
Referee M Jones (Cheshire).  
Attendance 36,129. 
 

 

 
MOD & SHOCKERS; RAMPANT SPURS LAND THEIR FIRST HOME POINTS 
IN STYLE 
PREMIER LEAGUE: TOTTENHAM 4 LIVERPOOL 0  
KENNY DALGLISH saw nine-man Liverpool's Champions League prospects put in 
stark perspective by rampant Tottenham.  
Spurs delivered a wake-up call for the visitors, outclassing their rivals in what was 
supposed to be a showdown between two top-four contenders.  
Tottenham were all about power, pace and excitement with Luka Modric, Jermain 
Defoe and Emmanuel Adebayor on target.  
Liverpool, in contrast, were all about being nasty, niggly and the red cards for 
Charlie Adam and Martin Skrtel summed up an ill-disciplined performance.  
Dalglish invested heavily in the summer and, despite flashes of promise so far this 
season, Liverpool still look very much a work in progress. White Hart Lane boss 
Harry Redknapp was largely frustrated in the transfer market yet the loan signing 
of Adebayor and holding on to Modric looked inspirational bits of business.  
Another signing, Scott Parker, prompted to good effect from midfield yet it was 
Modric's brilliant invention and Adebayor's rampant and rampaging display which 
really stole the show.  
Two-goal Adebayor always looked too hot to handle for Liverpool. From being a 
team with a degree of uncertainty, Tottenham looked the better bet for fourth 
place while Liverpool - with pounds 35million striker Andy Carroll as bad as 
anyone - were shambolic at times.  
They started sloppily and were pinned back from the start at a ground where they 
have struggled in the past few seasons.  
There was an element of bad luck from a Liverpool point of view about Modric's 
seventh-minute opener but the Croatia midfielder's stunning strike was sheer 
class. Jermain Defoe miscontrolled the ball, Jose Enrique's half-hearted challenge 
fell to Modric and he fired a superb 25-yard shot into the top corner.  
After the ugly transfer saga involving Chelsea in the summer, Modric almost 
earned himself instant forgiveness with that one superb shot. Home fans were 
practically chanting his name before the ball in.  
It was an amazing start which rocked Liverpool, spoiled their plans and certainly 
played a part in them losing their temper and discipline.  
Adam got himself booked for a pointless trip on Modric in midfield and referee 
Mike Jones struggled to cope with a number of niggly fouls and yellow cards flew 
like confetti.  
Dalglish's temper spilled over when Luis Suarez had a goal disallowed but TV 
replays showed it was the correct decision.  
He described as "very useful" his meeting with referees' chief Mike Riley in the 
wake of the Stoke game last week. But the peace talks appeared to be long 
forgotten as Dalglish blew his top time and again at the officials.  
The anger levels rose again when Adam, already treading a fine line, flew into a 
studs-up challenge on Scott Parker. While the Liverpool midfielder did not appear 
to go in with intent, the foul certainly merited a second yellow card.  
Adam got away with it last season while still with Blackpool when he prematurely 
ended Gareth Bale's season with an X-rated foul.  
There was no escape yesterday and it left Liverpool in disarray after just 28 
minutes.  
Carroll looked a little boy lost as he was pushed out to the flank but Dalglish's 
attempts at a reshuffle did not work.  
Liverpool had more problems when Daniel Agger hobbled off injured and was 
replaced by Sebastian Coates but the Uruguayan defender's first act was to be 
booked for pulling back Adebayor in the 40th minute.  
Suarez was booked for sarcastically clapping the officials and Dalglish confronted 
the referee in the tunnel. What his complaint was is anybody's guess.  
Liverpool were the architects of their own downfall and it got even worse. Skrtel, 
booked for a foul on Bale in the first half, went through the back of the same 
player in the 63rd minute to earn himself a second yellow and leave his team 
down to nine men.  
Within five minutes, Tottenham had scored two more. Defoe fired home and then 
when Pepe Reina spilled Defoe's 20-yard shot, Adebayor was first to the rebound.  
The Togo international added to Dalglish's woes deep into added time.  
TOTTENHAM: Friedel 7, Walker 7, Kaboul 8, King 8 (Bassong 83), Assou-Ekotto 7, 
Kranjcar 7 (van der Vaart 46, 7), Parker 8, Modric 9, Bale 7, Adebayor 8?, Defoe 7 
(Dos Santos 83). Goals: Modric 7, Defoe 66, Adebayor 68, 90 LiverpooL: Reina 7, 
Skrtel 4?, Carragher 5, Agger 5 (Coates 27, 5?), Enrique 5, Lucas 6, Adam 4?, 
Henderson 5, Downing 5 (Spearing 70, 5), Suarez 6? (Bellamy 70, 5), Carroll 4. ref: 
Mike Jones aTT: 36,129 
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Self-inflicted wounds cut deepest for LFC 
THIS time there was no hard luck story. These wounds were self inflicted by 
Liverpool FC. 
Eight days earlier Liverpool left Stoke with a burning sense of injustice, jabbing an 
accusing finger in the direction of Mark Clattenburg. 
As Kenny Dalglish’s men made a swift exit from White Hart Lane yesterday they 
had nobody to blame but themselves. 
Of course there were some angry words towards referee Mike Jones, who 
dismissed both Charlie Adam and Martin Skrtel to leave the Reds playing the final 
half hour with nine men. 
But Jones wasn’t responsible for this chastening experience. Liverpool’s players, 
Adam and Skrtel especially, need to take a look in the mirror. They were the 
architects of their own downfall. 
Even with 11 men the Reds were woefully second best. Spurs outplayed and 
outfought them prior to Adam’s early bath and already led courtesy of Luka 
Modric’s stunning opener. 
Liverpool never looked like getting back into the contest. They were sloppy in 
possession and there was an alarming lack of energy and desire. 
Only Spurs’ wastefulness in front of goal kept the Reds in touch until the final 
quarter of a hopelessly one-sided game. 
This was Liverpool’s heaviest reverse since the 4-0 hammering they suffered at 
Old Trafford back in April 2003 when Sami Hyypia was sent off early on. 
And significantly it’s the worst defeat Dalglish has ever experienced as Reds boss. 
Yesterday was his 336th game in charge. 
There haven’t been many occasions when his players have let him down since 
Dalglish returned to the Anfield hot-seat eight months ago but there was no 
defending this dismal performance. Spurs have an abundance of attacking quality 
and they had a field day exposing the Reds’ weaknesses. 
With Martin Kelly deemed not fit enough for duty, Dalglish opted to persevere 
with Martin Skrtel at right-back but the Slovakian endured a torrid afternoon. 
Skrtel did a job there amid Stoke’s aerial bombardment but this was a very 
different test. Yesterday he had Gareth Bale flying at him and it was an 
embarrassing mismatch. Skrtel couldn’t handle the Welshman and was finally put 
out of his misery midway through the second half when he picked up a second 
booking. At that point Liverpool were hanging on grimly and at only 1-0 down 
there was a glimmer of hope. Skrtel’s senseless challenge snuffed that out. 
The tone had been set by a sloppy start. Spurs, desperate to atone for the 5-1 
hiding they suffered in their previous home game against Manchester City, flew 
out of the blocks and Liverpool gave them a helping hand by persistently tossing 
away possession. 
There was little the Reds could do about Modric’s sweet strike into the top corner 
inside seven minutes but the visitors had already enjoyed a major let-off courtesy 
of Emmanuel Adebayor’s glaring miss. 
Overrun in midfield, Liverpool were chasing shadows and their cause wasn’t 
helped by a rib injury suffered by Daniel Agger. 
The Dane, who has started the campaign so impressively, tried to battle on but 
finally had to admit defeat and Sebastian Coates came on for his debut. 
It was a baptism of fire for the £7million signing from Uruguay who was later 
booked for chopping down Adebayor. The pace of the Premier League will take 
some getting used to. Within a minute of Agger’s departure Liverpool were 
reduced to 10 men. Adam had already been cautioned for a needless foul on Bale 
when he sent Scott Parker flying just outside the box. 
The Scot only had eyes for the ball but regardless of intent it was still reckless 
considering he was on a yellow card. However, the sight of Spurs’ players 
surrounding the official to demand Adam was dismissed left a bitter taste in the 
mouth. Jones, who famously allowed Sunderland’s beach ball goal to stand, 
hadn’t looked like getting out his cards prior to the pressure exerted on him and 
Dalglish was deep in discussion with the referee as they made their way down the 
tunnel at half-time. 
Adebayor’s bizarre high five with the assistant on the touchline prior to the 
interval will have done little to ease the manager’s fears about the stack of 
decisions going against the Reds so far this season. 
Liverpool adapted to Adam’s sending off with Jordan Henderson dropping deeper 
and Andy Carroll, recalled in place of Dirk Kuyt, drifting out to the right. 
They briefly stemmed the tide and Stewart Downing even forced a rare save from 
Brad Friedel. 
But the support for Luis Suarez was largely non-existent. His best chance was from 
a 20-yard free-kick he curled over the bar and for the second week running the 
striker’s frustration boiled over as he was booked for dissent. 
Pepe Reina had kept Liverpool in the game with saves to thwart Modric, Bale and 
Adebayor but after Skrtel’s show of indiscipline the floodgates opened. 
Rafael van der Vaart found Defoe who held off the attentions of Jose Enrique 
before lashing home Spurs’ second. 
Worse was to follow soon after as Reina spilt Defoe’s shot and Adebayor tucked 
away the rebound. 

 

In stoppage time the Reds’ misery was complete when Adebayor grabbed his 
second of a memorable home debut with a sweet finish. 
It was the fifth successive occasion Liverpool have been beaten at White Hart 
Lane and yesterday’s rout means Spurs have overcome the Reds in three straight 
league games for the first time since 1912. 
The momentum Dalglish’s side generated by impressive wins over Arsenal and 
Bolton has been lost. Liverpool must start again in the Carling Cup against 
Brighton on Wednesday night. A show of character is needed on the south coast. 
That was a quality conspicuous by its absence in the capital. 
TOTTENHAM (4-4-2): Friedel; Walker, King (Bassong 83), Kaboul, Assou-Ekotto; 
Kranjcar (Van der Vaart 45), Parker, Modric, Bale; Adebayor, Defoe (Dos Santos 
83)Not used: Cudicini, Pavlyuchenko, Corluka, Livermore 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina; Skrtel, Carragher, Agger (Coates 27), Enrique; 
Henderson, Adam, Lucas, Downing (Spearing 70); Carroll, Suarez (Bellamy 70)Not 
used: Doni, Rodriguez, Kuyt, Robinson 
GOALS: Modric (7), Defoe (66), Adebayor (68), Adebayor (90) 
CARDS: Booked – Adebayor; Adam, Skrtel, Coates, Suarez. Sent off – Adam, Skrtel 
REFEREE: Mike Jones (Cheshire) 
ATTENDANCE: 36,129 
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Emmanuel Adebayor and Scott Parker make an immediate impact as 
they help Harry Redknapp solve tricky puzzle 
Emmanuel Adebayor and Scott Parker have made an immediate impression in 
their short time at Tottenham, yet it is the tactical flexibility they offer in the long 
term which could prove crucial for their club's prospects this season. 
A year ago, Spurs made their customary last-minute move in the transfer market 
to sign Rafael van der Vaart from Real Madrid. The Dutchman started his Spurs 
career brilliantly as he ended the season with 13 Premier League goals, yet his 
style of play presented manager Harry Redknapp with a puzzle he struggled to 
solve. 
Redknapp decided Van der Vaart did not have enough tactical discipline to play in 
an orthodox midfield four, so he used him just behind a single striker. Van der 
Vaart's tendency to drop deep meant Spurs' sole attacker was often isolated and 
Peter Crouch, Roman Pavlyuchenko and Jermain Defoe contributed only 18 
League goals between them. 
Against Liverpool yesterday, it was clear that Adebayor and Parker can give 
Redknapp different options. Adebayor is quick, mobile and strong, and he linked 
intelligently with the midfield; ideal attributes for a lone forward should 
Redknapp ever decide to deploy that system. The former Arsenal player also 
combined well at times with Defoe in a 4-4-2 against Kenny Dalglish's chastened 
team. 
Crouch served Spurs well for two seasons before joining Stoke in August but 
Adebayor should provide a step-up in class.  
Redknapp remains an excellent motivator of the players he cherishes and if 
Adebayor's mind and body are in good working order throughout the campaign, 
Spurs will have the central striker they have lacked since Dimitar Berbatov joined 
Manchester United three years ago. 
While Adebayor claimed the attention for a two-goal performance that must have 
left Liverpool's central defenders feeling as though they had been on the waltzer 
at a fairground, Parker did just as much to ensure Spurs enjoyed a smooth ride.  
Parker was superb on his home debut; astute and effective with and without the 
ball and immediately at home alongside Luka Modric as Spurs imposed their will 
on Liverpool's midfield from the beginning. 
If Redknapp should decide to use Adebayor as a lone striker, Parker would slot 
easily into a 4-2-3-1 system as a holding midfielder alongside Sandro, who is 
working his way back from injury.  
Redknapp could then choose three from Modric, Gareth Bale, Niko Kranjcar, 
Aaron Lennon and Van der Vaart to support Adebayor, who now has three goals 
in two matches for his new side. 
Last season, Tottenham conceded six goals and collected only one point from 
consecutive away games at Blackpool and Wolves in mid-season.  
While Parker's presence does not provide a guarantee against this, he ought to 
make Spurs more durable on their travels.  
Parker is smarter in possession than Wilson Palacios, who was sold to Stoke last 
month, and although the former West Ham midfielder cannot match Tom 
Huddlestone's passing range or shooting power, he is quicker about the pitch and 
sharper in the tackle. Furthermore, both Parker and Adebayor are the kind of 
forceful personalities Redknapp felt he lacked last term. 
Kyle Walker's introduction at right-back suggests Spurs will continue to be bold at 
home. The 21-year-old will have to work on his positioning and his decision-
making in defence, yet he is a serious attacking weapon. 
With Niko Kranjcar, who went off at half-time with a hamstring injury, and his 
replacement Van der Vaart drifting in off the flank, Walker had the space to zoom 
forward from the full-back position - and Jose Enrique had no answer to his 
speed. On the opposite wing, Bale tore Martin Skrtel to pieces, until the Liverpool 
defender's afternoon ended early with a red card for a second foul on Bale. 
Skrtel was the second Liverpool player to be dismissed by referee Mike Jones, 
who showed a second yellow card to Charlie Adam during the first half for a knee-
high, studs-up lunge at Parker on the edge of the visitors' penalty area.  
By that time, Spurs were a goal ahead thanks to Modric's thunderous finish from 
20 yards. On his first appearance at White Hart Lane since the transfer window 
closed, the Croat demonstrated quickly that the disappointment he feels at being 
prevented from joining Chelsea will not affect the quality of his football. 
Luis Suarez had a goal disallowed before Adam was sent off for a second bookable 
offence but Spurs should have been safe long before Defoe scored the second. 
Adebayor made it 3-0 from close range and volleyed number four in injury time. 
The memory of Spurs' opening two matches, when they were beaten comfortably 
by Manchester United and Manchester City, is fading quickly. They travel to 
Wigan next weekend before the derby against Arsenal at White Hart Lane on 
October 2. 

Redknapp, meanwhile, is just glad that Modric remains a Tottenham player and 
today urged chairman Daniel Levy to approach the midfielder with an improved 
contract. 
Modric's current weekly wage is about £50,000 -about £20,000 short of top 
earners Van der Vaart and William Gallas. 
"Luka is just getting on with it and I think the chairman will sit down with him and 
discuss his contract," he said. "That's what I'd like to happen."  
Redknapp maintained throughout the summer that Modric might be convinced to 
stay at Tottenham if he believed the squad would improve. He will be delighted, 
then, that Adebayor and Parker have got Spurs moving in the right direction once 
more. 
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