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Liverpool show they mean business with classy demolition of minnows 
Exeter City 1  
Liverpool 3  
Glamour for the locals but no drama in a match that offered a sense of occasion 
but no hint of surprise as Liverpool eased into the third round at Exeter City's 
expense last night.  
Several famous names featured for Liverpool and they performed in line with 
their reputations to make this a stress-free evening, though Raul Meireles was 
substituted in the first half after dislocating his shoulder and must be likely to 
miss the Barclays Premier League fixture at home to Bolton Wanderers on 
Saturday.  
Memories of Liverpool's third-round exit on penalties to Northampton Town, of 
npower League Two, at Anfield last season were only stirred by the contrast 
between that humiliation and this straightforward dismantling of lower-league 
opponents. If that result darkened the gathering gloom around Roy Hodgson's 
fragile managerial regime, this one enhanced the feeling that Liverpool are in 
solid hands under Kenny Dalglish's stewardship.  
Liverpool were without the injured Steven Gerrard and Glen Johnson, not that 
established England players would have expected to feature at this stage of a 
much-derided tournament.  
To judge from the reactions after Tuesday night's upsets, some Barclays Premier 
League managers appear to have lost any sense of shame or fear about losing to 
lower-league opponents in a competition they regard as a distraction (translation: 
not lucrative enough).  
Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, made eight changes from Saturday's victory over 
Arsenal but included Luis Suarez and Pepe Reina, with Andy Carroll on the bench - 
evidence that the squad is deeper than it was last season.  
Under the management of Paul Tisdale, football's most dapper gaffer, Exeter 
returned to the Football League in 2008 after a five-year absence and finished 
only two places outside the League One play-offs last season. They have begun 
this campaign poorly, however, with a solitary point from four matches, and they 
offered only a fleeting threat in a first half controlled by the visiting team.  
Dalglish's side began with purpose and after less than four minutes, Charlie 
Adam's deep corner was volleyed into the side netting by Martin Skrtel.  
Exeter called Reina into action soon after the quarter-hour when he gathered a 
header from Daniel Nardiello, once a Manchester United trainee.  
Midway through the half, Meireles fell awkwardly after a challenge with Danny 
Coles, which prompted Carroll's introduction, and soon afterwards the visiting 
team seized a deserved lead. Jordan Henderson's rightwing cross was not cleared 
properly and Suarez scored from eight yards.  
It might have been two after 36 minutes, Carroll linking with Suarez to tee up 
Adam, who flashed a low shot wide from the edge of the penalty area.  
Exeter came close to an equaliser early in the second half when Nardiello beat 
Reina to a long punt, but the forward's lob was weak and wide.  
Ultimately, Exeter were hampered by their admirable desire to play an ambitious 
brand of football. In an open contest, they were bound to come off second-best. 
Exeter's prospects might have been brighter if they had tried, in time-honoured, 
lower-league, cup-tie style, to bash up their opponents with a more direct and 
physical approach on a night of Devon downpours.  
Instead, Maxi Rodriguez polished off a loose ball after 54 minutes to double 
Liverpool's advantage, then Carroll gave the scoreline a glow that accurately 
reflected the pattern of play by directing a fierce, left-foot drive into the net. With 
ten minutes remaining Exeter were awarded a penalty after Skrtel fouled 
Nardiello. The striker converted the chance himself to spice up the anodyne 
closing stages just a little. But this had been an exercise in efficiency from 
Liverpool, an experience wholly unlike the half-hearted, complete embarrassment 
that was Northampton.  
Exeter City (4-1-4-1): A Krysiak -- S Golbourne, R Duffy, D Coles (sub: T Nicholls, 
65min), B Jones -- T Archibald-Henville -- J Dunne, C Shephard (sub: C McNish, 65), 
D Noble, D Nardiello -- G Bauza (sub: J Keohane, 26). Substitutes not used: L 
Pidgeley, R Logan, E Frear, S Bennett. Liverpool (4-2-3-1): J M Reina -- J Flanagan, 
M Skrtel, D Wilson, J Robinson -- J Spearing, C Adam (sub: J Shelvey, 77) -- J 
Henderson, R Meireles (sub: A Carroll, 24), M Rodriguez -- L Suarez (sub: S 
Downing, 59). Substitutes not used: Doni, J Enrique, D Kuyt, J Carragher. Booked: 
Henderson. Referee: A Bates. 
 

 

 
Suarez stands out as Liverpool stroll on past outclassed Exeter 
Exeter City 1 Nardiello 80pen Liverpool 3 Suarez 23 Rodriguez 55 Carroll 58 
This was another of those occasions that confirmed how much more comfortable 
life is under Kenny Dalglish, Liverpool succeeding where they failed last year by 
overcoming lower-league opposition to progress to the next round of the Carling 
Cup with the minimum of fuss. Daniel Nardiello scored a late penalty for Exeter 
City but Liverpool were strolling by that stage, following an outstanding display by 
Luis Suarez, who left the field to applause from all sides of the ground.  
The contrast with their humiliating defeat in the same competition against 
Northampton Town at Anfield 11 months ago was stark as Liverpool ruthlessly 
punished their League One opponents. Exeter, to their credit, never surrendered, 
but with Suarez shimmering with menace whenever he picked up the ball, 
Liverpool simply had too much class. The Uruguayan scored the first - his third in 
as many appearances this season - set up the second for Maxi Rodriguez and had 
a hand in the third, which was scored by Andy Carroll.  
It was Carroll's first of the season and only his third goal for Liverpool in 12 
appearances. Liverpool seemed to ease off at that point and Exeter took full 
advantage when they registered a deserved consolation through Nardiello, after 
the former Barnsley forward was brought down by Martin Skrtel.  
Liverpool's dominance for long periods in the first half was only to be expected. 
Although Dalglish made eight changes from the side that started and won against 
Arsenal on Saturday and named three teenagers in defence - Jon Flanagan, Danny 
Wilson and Jack Robinson - there was plenty of experience elsewhere in the 
visitors' line-up and no shortage of established names on the substitutes' bench, 
presumably to serve as an insurance policy in the unlikely event that should things 
go wrong.  
As it happened, Andy Carroll was quickly introduced, with Dalglish forced to make 
a change after Raul Meireles fell awkwardly following a robust but fair challenge 
from Danny Coles. If the sight of Meireles disappearing down the tunnel holding 
his shoulder in some pain was disconcerting for Dalglish, the Liverpool manager 
had reason to look much happier three minutes later when Suarez put Liverpool 
ahead to continue his fine form.  
Jordan Henderson was the architect, the midfielder escaping on the right before 
delivering a centre into the heart of the six-yard box that Artur Krysiak got to first 
but was unable to clear. Suarez was perfectly positioned to pick up the loose ball 
before firing a crisp angled volley from about eight yards beyond the Exeter 
keeper. Further opportunities followed, as Maxi Rodriguez, Charlie Adam and 
Suarez all threatened to add to Liverpool's lead before the interval.  
Carroll's arrival had merely emphasised the chasm between the two clubs. Paul 
Tisdale, the Exeter manager, has only ever paid a fee for one player - Troy 
Archibald-Henville, a pounds 50,000 signing from Tottenham Hotspur. The holding 
midfielder acquitted himself well in an Exeter side that tried to pass the ball and 
whose best chance of the first half arrived in the 16th minute when Daniel 
Nardiello drew a routine save from Pepe Reina with a glancing header from Chris 
Shephard's free-kick.  
Nardiello had another sight of goal at the start of the second half but his lobbed 
effort landed the wrong side of the upright and, within the blink of an eye, 
Liverpool had put the game beyond Exeter. Rodriguez tapped in from close range 
after yet more good work from Suarez and within three minutes, Carroll added 
Liverpool's third goal, drilling in from the edge of the box. Nardiello's spot-kick at 
least ensured that the home fans in a sell-out crowd departed with more than just 
Suarez to talk about.  
Exeter City 4-1-4-1  
Krysiak; Dunne, Coles (Nichols, 76), Duffy, Jones; Archibald-Henville; Golbourne, 
Noble, Shephard (McNish, 65), Nardiello;  
Bauza (Keohane, 26).  
Subs not used  
Pidgeley, Logan, Frear, Bennett.  
Liverpool 4-2-3-1  
Reina; Flanagan, Skrtel, Wilson, Robinson; Spearing, Adam (Shelvey, 77); 
Henderson*, Meireles (Carroll, 20), Rodriguez; Suarez (Downing, 59).  
Subs not used Doni,  
Enrique, Kuyt, Carragher.  
Referee T Bates.  
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EX-FACTOR! 
Exeter City 1 Liverpool 3 LUIS SUAREZ scored one goal and set up two more as 
Liverpool cruised into the third round with a comfortable victory over Exeter.  
QPR boss Neil Warnock may have claimed 'people don't care' about the Carling 
Cup, but try telling that to the two clubs at St James' Park last night.  
For Exeter City, this secondround tie in front of the television cameras brought 
muchneeded extra revenue and welcome exposure for an 'extraordinary' club run 
by its supporters, to borrow a phrase from their highly-regarded manager Paul 
Tisdale.  
For Liverpool, playing at this stage for the first time since 1999 in the absence of 
European football at Anfield this season, the competition represents a real chance 
to win some silverware.  
Boss Kenny Dalglish, who scored home and away when Liverpool beat Exeter 11-0 
on aggregate on their way to winning this tournament in 1981, made his 
intentions clear with his team selection -- picking the likes of Suarez, Charlie Adam 
and Jordan Henderson from the start.  
The Premier League side wasted little time in stamping their authority on the tie, 
kicking off with a relentless spell of short, quick passing and giving the League One 
team no chance to settle.  
Only the long limbs of Troy Archibald-Henville, a [pounds sterling]50,000 signing 
from Tottenham playing in front of the back four, prevented the visitors from 
carving Exeter apart.  
Martin Skrtel hit the side netting from an Adam corner in the opening three 
minutes, then goalkeeper Artur Krysiak saved well from the former Blackpool man 
after a Liverpool short corner.  
But then it was the lower league side's turn to catch their opponents napping.  
Daniel Nardiello won a freekick after a poor challenge by Jonathan Flanagan and 
then drifted into the box, unmarked, to head Chris Shephard's delivery into the 
arms of Pepe Reina.  
Liverpool lost the lively Raul Meireles after 21 minutes, as the forward fell 
awkwardly on his left shoulder after a strong challenge from Danny Coles. 
Meireles was substituted immediately, replaced by Andy Carroll, and headed 
straight down the tunnel looking in considerable pain.  
But the visitors took the lead two minutes later as Henderson's lofted ball across 
the penalty area was palmed out to Suarez by Krysiak. The Uruguayan drove a 
powerful leftfoot shot and defender Richard Duffy was unable to stop it on the 
goal-line.  
Suarez was just unstoppable, setting up another two Liverpool goals in three 
minutes. He found Rodriguez after a storming run from Henderson for the first, 
then fed Carroll for the second.  
The [pounds sterling]35m striker responded with a powerful left-foot drive that 
earned applause from all corners of St James' Park.  
Nardiello was brought down late on by Skrtel and got up to convert the penalty 
himself to make it 3-1. Meanwhile, Liverpool have agreed a deal to send forward 
Daniel Pacheco on a seasonlong loan to Atletico Madrid. EXETER CITY (4-1-4-1): 
Krysiak 6, Jones 6, Duffy 6, Coles 6 (Nichols, 76 mins), Dunne 6; Archibald-Henville 
7; Nardiello 7, Shephard 7 (McNish, 65), Noble 6, Golbourne 6; Bauza 7 (Keohane 
26, 6). Subs not used: Pidgeley, Logan, Frear, Bennett.  
Scorer: Nardiello (pen) 80. LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Reina 6; Flanagan 5, Skrtel 6, 
Wilson 5, Robinson 6; Spearing 6, Adam 7 (Shelvey 77); Henderson 7, Meireles 7 
(Carroll 21, 7), Rodriguez 6; Suarez 8 (Downing, 59).  
Subs not used: Doni, Enrique, Kuyt, Carragher.  
Booked: Henderson.  
Scorers: Suarez 23, Rodriguez 55, Carroll 58.  
Referee: Tony Bates.  
 

 

 
Exeter blown apart by Liverpool's A–listers 
Exeter City 1  
Nardiello 80pen  
Liverpool 3  
Suarez 23, Rodriguez 55, Carroll 58 Att: 8,290  
The old maxim goes that you can't put a price on peace of mind. After spending 
more than [pounds sterling]100million of John Henry's money in the last year, 
peace of mind is probably the least expected of Kenny Dalglish. Only Exeter?  
Last year it was 'only Northampton', and what a miserable night that turned out 
to be. Part of Dalglish's brief is to render the simple a formality, and so it proved 
here.  
League One Exeter ran and ran and did themselves proud, but never seriously 
looked like claiming Liverpool's scalp. Luis Suarez and Andy Carroll combined 
sumptuously and walked off with a goal each. The midfield took another modest 
step forward with a clever, energetic display.  
The only fly in the ointment was an injury to Raul Meireles's collarbone that will 
sideline him for "a few weeks", according to Dalglish.  
"It was a worthwhile exercise," he said. "The most important thing was their 
attitude to the game. They started properly, in the right frame of mind. We said 
before the game that we would make changes, but it was not being disrespectful 
either to Exeter City or the Carling Cup. One thing we've learned as a football club 
is you've got to be respectful."  
In fact, Dalglish put out a surprisingly strong side, with about [pounds 
sterling]75million of talent in it. This was to be no relaxed run&#x2013;out for the 
reserves, but an audition for Liverpool's A&#x2013;listers. Suarez, Charlie Adam 
and Jordan Henderson all started. Carroll replaced Meireles after the first quarter 
and immediately started throwing his weight around.  
But against a side who can play some decent football of their own, Liverpool were 
keeping the ball on the floor and moving it around attractively.  
Adam was spraying 40&#x2013;yard passes; Henderson, revelling in a slightly 
freer role, drifted out to the right and then back into the centre.  
The defence remained solid, at least until the last 10 minutes.  
"I think we're playing some good football at times," Henderson said afterwards. 
"There's a lot of improvement to make; we need to gel. But defensively, we've 
improved, and we're playing some good stuff."  
Good enough, in fact, that he scarcely needed to dive in an attempt to win a 
penalty, as he did in the second half. Still, at least he was candid enough about his 
booking: "I think the referee got that right, to be fair. I overran it a bit. I didn't 
cheat or dive, but I did go down far too easy."  
By then, though, the game was won. Suarez volleyed in the first on 23 minutes 
after Carroll had forced Artur Krysiak into a rushed punch from Henderson's cross.  
Daniel Nardiello should have equalised when given a free header shortly before 
half&#x2013;time, but Liverpool wasted little time in putting the game to bed 
after the break.  
Maxi Rodriguez scored the second in the 55th minute from Suarez's 
pull&#x2013;back, while Suarez also had a hand in the third three minutes later, 
beautifully nutmegging Troy Archibald&#x2013;Henville and slipping the ball to 
Carroll, who beat Krysiak with an unstoppable shot from 20 yards.  
Curiously, it was only the recognition that the tie was over that seemed to inspire 
Exeter to make a game of it. As Liverpool slipped into autopilot, Exeter swarmed 
at them, and thoroughly earned their consolation goal.  
Nardiello twisted free of Martin Skrtel and made sure he caught the trailing leg. 
No debates over the penalty, which Nardiello emphatically converted himself. It 
was fitting that Exeter should emerge with something from the evening. But with 
their passage into the third round secure, it is Liverpool who walk on, and after a 
showing like this, with not a little hope in their hearts too.  
Exeter (4&#x2013;5&#x2013;1): Krysiak; Golbourne, Duffy, Coles (Nichols 76), 
Jones; Dunne, Noble, Archibald&#x2013;Henville, Shephard (McNish 65), 
Nardiello; Bauza (Keohane 26). Subs: Pidgeley (g), Bennett, Frear, Logan.  
Liverpool (4&#x2013;2&#x2013;3&#x2013;1): Reina; Flanagan, Wilson, Skrtel, 
Robinson; Spearing, Adam (Shelvey 77), Henderson, Meireles (Carroll 20), Maxi; 
Suarez (Downing 59). Subs: Doni (g), Enrique, Carragher, Kuyt. Booked: 
Henderson.  
Referee: A Bates (Staffordshire).  
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Dalglish's attacking riches and intent prove too much for Exeter 
LIVERPOOL SAFELY navigated their passage into the third round of the Carling Cup 
as manager Kenny Dalglish celebrated his 200th win in charge last night. Goals 
from Luis Suarez, Maxi Rodriguez and Andy Carroll ensured his side will be in the 
hat for the draw on Saturday lunchtime.  
Former Newcastle United striker Carroll has fond associations with the name St 
James Park following his time on Tyneside, and the [pounds sterling]35m forward 
was on target too at this namesake ground - albeit the League One version - to 
score his first goal of the season.  
While Dalglish will have been pleased, the England manager Fabio Capello will 
also have been satisfied that Carroll, on as a first-half substitute for the injured 
Raul Meireles, produced an emphatic 25-yard drive to seal a comfortable victory 
in the West Country ahead of next month's Euro 2012 qualifiers.  
Jamie Carragher described this League Cup tie as "massive" for Liverpool following 
the loss of European football on Merseyside this season.  
Dalglish showed a statement of intent by including his summer signings Charlie 
Adam and Jordan Henderson in the starting line-up and putting [pounds 
sterling]60m worth of talent on the bench in the form of trio Carroll, winger 
Stewart Downing and the full-back Jose Enrique.  
In contrast to the riches of the Premier League side, League One Exeter could not 
even afford the [pounds sterling]500 administration fee to lodge an appeal 
against defender Steve Tully's red card against Colchester United last weekend. 
Yet Liverpool did not want to show any sentiment to their lower-league 
opponents after being knocked out of this competition by Northampton Town on 
penalties at Anfield last season.  
Dalglish's team dominated early on. Adam capitalised on slick marking at a short 
corner routine, but his drilled left-footed shot was neatly saved by the Exeter 
goalkeeper Artur Krysiak.  
Liverpool suffered a setback when Meireles departed on 21 minutes with a 
suspected dislocated shoulder following an innocuous challenge from Danny 
Coles. That prompted the introduction of Carroll, but the disruption affected 
Liverpool little as the visitors took the lead two minutes later.  
Henderson crossed from the right flank and Krysiak could only divert the ball into 
the path of Suarez whose volleyed effort crept over the line despite a last-ditch 
attempted clearance by Richard Duffy.  
Moments after the interval, Daniel Nardiello had the chance to equalise for Exeter 
but the former Manchester United trainee could only watch his lofted effort beat 
Reina, only for the covering Liverpool defence to avert the danger.  
However, it did not take long for the visitors to increase their lead in the 55th 
minute as Suarez caused havoc down the right and his pull-back allowed winger 
Rodriguez to slam the ball home from 12 yards.  
The small contingent of Liverpool supporterswere furthered cheered when Carroll 
produced a smart turn and trademark shot from distance before Nardiello scored 
a late consolation for Exeter from the penalty spot.  
Exeter City (4-5-1): Krysiak; Goldbourne, Duffy, Coles (Nichols, 77), Jones; Noble , 
Archibald-Henville, Shepherd (McNish, 65), Dunne, Nardiello; Bauza (Keohane 26) 
Substitutes not used: Pidgeley, Logan, Frear, Bennett.  
Liverpool (4-5-1): Reina; Flanagan, Skrtel, Robinson, Wilson; Henderson, Spearing, 
Adam (Shelvey 77), Meireles (Carroll 21), Rodriguez; Suarez (Downing 59) 
Substitutes not used: Doni, Jose Enrique, Kuyt, Downing, Carragher.  
Referee: T Bates (Staffordshire).  
 

 

 
Hitman Suarez in no mood for mercy 
exeter 1 Liverpool 3 AT a routine Ex Factor audition in the West Country, Liverpool 
were in no mood to become football's Devon Lo ch fall guys again.  
Humiliated by the Cobblers, after serving up a load of cobblers, in the Carling Cup 
last season, luis Suarez made the stage his own - as a reality TV judge might say.  
And without the distraction of european football, Kenny Dalglish's men appear 
well-equipped to crack open the silver polish for the first time since 2006.  
liverpool never looked likely to suffer a repeat of last season's ignominious defeat 
on penalties by Northampton in this competition. Manager Dalglish, who scored 
in both legs when exeter were pipped 11-0 on aggregate when the sides met 30 
years ago, lost midfielder Raul Meireles with a shoulder injury early in the piece.  
But within 60 seconds of liverpool calling pounds 35m replacement, Andy Carroll, 
from the bench, they made light of switching to a new formation as Suarez 
grabbed his third goal in as many games.  
City keeper Artur Krysiak could only flap at Jordan Henderson's right-wing cross 
and Suarez, lurking on the far post, packed enough power into his shot to force it 
beyond the picket of striped shirts on the line.  
Outgunned but not outclassed, exeter had their moments, notably Daniel 
Nardiello's header from Chris Shephard's free-kick.  
Scott Golbourne (right) fired one speculative effort over the bar.  
They were stylish - not least manager Paul Tisdale's flat cap, leather jacket, 
drainpipe cords and winkle-pickers combination, which belonged on a catwalk, 
not in a dugout.  
And at least they did not resort to the gamesmanship which now infests the 
Premier league like bubonic plague.  
Henderson was booked for diving to try and win a penalty - conduct unbecoming 
of a pounds 20m player who should have more appetite for staying on his feet.  
But before the hour, liverpool were disappearing up the Old Tiverton Road with 
the swag. first Suarez set up Maxi Rodriguez to sweep home from 10 yards, and 
then england striker Carroll, who still prefers the sledgehammer to needle and 
thread, thrashed a left-foot shot beyond Krysiak from 20 yards.  
But brave exeter refused to settle for damage limitation, and although Nardiello's 
penalty 11 minutes from time was not enough to force an encore, it was worth 
the ovation of an appreciative crowd.  
EXETER: Krysiak 5, Golbourne 7, Duffy 6, Coles 6 (Nicholls 71, 5), Jones 5, Dunne 6, 
Archibald-Henville 7, Noble 6, Shephard 6 (McNish 65, 7), Nardiello 7, Bauza 5 
(Keohane 25, 5) LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Robinson 6, Flanagan 7, Skrtel 7, Wilson 7, 
Maxi 6, Henderson 6, Meireles 5 (Carroll 21, 7), Adam 7 (Shelvey 72, 6), Spearing 
6, Suarez 8 (Downing 58, 6) REF: Anthony Bates ATT: 8,290 
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Walk in the park for Kenny Dalglish's men in black  
NOT even the paranormal powers of Uri Geller could have saved Exeter City last 
night. 
The self-proclaimed psychic was once co-chairman of the Devon club and placed 
energy-infused crystals behind the goals at St James Park in a bid to boost the 
team’s performances. 
But the famous spoon bender would have been unable to prevent Liverpool’s 
emphatic march into the third round of the Carling Cup. 
Kenny Dalglish had insisted the Reds would treat the competition with respect 
and was true to his word as they produced a professional and disciplined display 
to dismantle the League One minnows. 
Since last reaching the final in 2005, Liverpool have failed to advance past the fifth 
round in a cup they have won a record seven times. 
Year after year the Carling Cup has laid bare the lack of depth in the squad as 
much-changed line-ups have been frequently embarrassed. 
Liverpool’s previous outing in this competition had been a chastening one – being 
dumped out by Northampton at Anfield last September. 
There was never any chance of a repeat last night. Not with the talent now at 
Dalglish’s disposal. Not with a manager who won’t tolerate complacency. 
Dalglish was able to make eight changes from the victory at Arsenal safe in the 
knowledge he still had a side packed with quality. 
One of those recalled was Luis Suarez who maintained his breathtaking start to 
the campaign by scoring for the third successive game. 
The Uruguayan also turned creator for Liverpool’s second and third goals and for 
an hour he tore Exeter to shreds. The Kop idol has started where he left off last 
term, making a mockery of fears his powers may have been dented by the 
demands of the Copa America. 
When Dalglish decided his work was done, Suarez departed to a warm ovation 
from all four corners of the ground. 
With Maxi Rodriguez, Martin Skrtel and Jay Spearing getting 90 minutes under 
their belt there were plenty of positives for the manager. 
The big mistake Roy Hodgson made against Northampton last year was that he 
had nothing in reserve when things went wrong having given his star names the 
day off. The three players to come on that night were Jonjo Shelvey, Nathan 
Eccleston and Tom Ince. 
Dalglish wasn’t about to make the same mistake and packed his bench with 
£73million worth of talent. It came in handy as after Raul Meireles went off with a 
shoulder injury early on he let Andy Carroll off the leash. 
The Reds’ record signing will benefit greatly from a lively 70-minute cameo and 
his stunning first goal of the season should provide a welcome boost to his 
confidence. 
Sandwiched in between strikes from Suarez and Carroll was a neat finish from 
Rodriguez and, although Daniel Nardiello’s spot-kick reduced the deficit, Liverpool 
were always in control. 
This was a test of character and it was passed with flying colours as momentum 
was maintained. 
The Reds stamped their authority on proceedings from the start against a side 60 
places below them in the league pyramid. 
With Charlie Adam pulling the strings in midfield, Dalglish’s side made the most of 
the pristine playing surface. 
The passing was sharp and the movement intelligent with the Grecians left 
chasing shadows. Only a fine save from Artur Krysiak denied Adam an early 
breakthrough. 
The one concern for the Reds was the sight of Meireles going off after a heavy fall 
following a crunching tackle from Danny Coles. It was a cruel blow for the 
Portugal international who was out to impress on his first start of the campaign 
after his classy cameo at the Emirates. 
However, with Carroll replacing him there was no respite for Exeter and in the 
23th minute the goal finally arrived. 
A slick move saw Adam and Rodriguez combine to release Jordan Henderson 
down the right and his curling cross was expertly volleyed home by Suarez by the 
back post. It was a clinical finish from the striker who continued to run rings 
around the hosts 
Suarez doesn’t do half-hearted and he tore around St James’ Park like Liverpool’s 
season depended on it. One minute he was back on the edge of his own box 
helping out, the next he was on a mazy run in enemy territory, sending a chip just 
over the bar. 
Liverpool should have added to their tally before the break but Rodriguez just 
failed to turn home Suarez’s cross and then Adam dragged a shot wide after being 
teed up by Carroll. 
Skipper for the night Reina, making only his second ever appearance in the League 
Cup, was largely a spectator. 
But there was a let-off for the Spaniard early in the second half when he raced out 
to meet Nardiello. The former Manchester United striker lifted the ball over him 
but failed to find the unguarded net. 

 
Liverpool responded and swiftly killed off the tie. Henderson, who had been 
harshly booked for diving, released Suarez down the right. 
His initial cross was blocked but Suarez coolly centred for Rodriguez to finish with 
aplomb. 
Another surging run from the Uruguayan led to the third before the hour mark. 
Suarez was halted on the edge of the box but Carroll unleashed an unstoppable 
piledriver past Krysiak. 
Liverpool’s 1,200 travelling army in the uncovered away end were singing in the 
rain. 
Skrtel’s trip on Nardiello allowed the Exeter frontman to pull one back late on but 
the scoreline flattered the hosts. 
The last time Liverpool triumphed at St James’ Park back in 1981 they went on to 
win the League Cup. 
Wembley remains a long way off but Dalglish’s men have shown they mean 
business 
Man of the match: LUIS SUAREZ: 
THE Uruguayan maintained his breathtaking start to the season. The striker 
scored the opening goal and terrorised Exeter for an hour before receiving a richly 
deserved ovation from the St James' Park crowd 
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Reina, Flanagan, Wilson, Skrtel, Robinson, Meireles (Carroll 
21), Spearing, Adam (Shelvey 76), Rodriguez, Henderson, Suarez (Downing 58). 
Not used: Doni, Enrique, Kuyt, Carragher. 
Exeter City: (3-5-2): Krysiak, Archibald-Henville, Coles (Nichols 76), Duffy, 
Golbourne, Shephard (McNish 64), Noble, Dunne, Jones, Nardiello, Bauza 
(Keohane 26). 
Not used: Pidgeley, Logan, Frear, Bennett. 
Bookings: Exeter: none. Liverpool: Henderson 
Goals: Suarez (23), Rodriguez (55), Carroll (58), Nardiello (78). 
Referee: Tony Bates 
Attendance: 8, 290. 
Next Up: Bolton Wanderers (H), Premier League, Saturday 5.30pm. 
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Suarez class inspires Liverpool at the Park 
A FORWARD'S masterclass from Liverpool's Luis Suarez ended Exeter City's 
dreams of pulling off a Carling Cup shock at St James's Park last night. 
The Uruguayan lit up the League One side's ground with a superb display that saw 
him score one and have a hand in the visitors' two other goals as the Premier 
League giants ran out 3-1 winners. 
But the Grecians were by no means disgraced in the face of their more illustrious 
opponents, Paul Tisdale's side more than contributing to a cup tie which remained 
in the balance until shortly after the break, when Liverpool's quality in the final 
third really shone through. Goals from Maxi Rodriguez and Andy Carroll 
sumptuously added to Suarez's opportunistic first-half opener. 
Kenny Dalglish's last trip to St James's Park saw the Liverpool boss notch in the 
second match of a two-legged League Cup tie which finished a rather one-sided 
11-0 on aggregate. 
But there was never any real suggestion that this encounter would be a similar 
trouncing for the Grecians. 
With the score still at 0-0, Daniel Nardiello had a free header at goal from Chris 
Shephard's free-kick, which the former Manchester United trainee couldn't get 
enough power on. 
And shortly after the break Nardiello went one-on-one with Liverpool goalkeeper 
Pepe Reina in chasing a David Noble through ball which wouldn't come down 
quickly enough for the forward, who put his resulting lobbed effort wide. 
City's No. 10 finally did get the goal his and his side's perseverance deserved – an 
80th-minute penalty after Nardiello himself had been brought down by Martin 
Skrtel – but by then Liverpool's classy possession football had put the result 
beyond doubt. 
Midfielder Liam Sercombe failed to shake off thigh and foot concerns so missed 
the chance to face his boyhood heroes, but striker Richard Logan was fit enough 
to take his a place on an otherwise inexperienced City bench. With last year's 
shock second round defeat to League Two Northampton Town still fresh in the 
memory, Dalglish named a strong line-up. 
The back four looked a little short on experience, but behind them they had 
Spanish international Reina, while the likes of big money summer signings Charlie 
Adam and Jordan Henderson lined up in midfield behind Raul Meireles, who was 
playing in support of Suarez. 
As if that wasn't enough, then a quick scan of the visitors' substitutes' bench just 
underlined the strength in depth a Premier League club has – £35m man Carroll 
took his place in the dugout, as did Jamie Carragher, Stewart Downing and Dirk 
Kuyt. 
Grecians goalkeeper Artur Krysiak had a nervy moment early on when he came 
for but got nowhere hear Adam's corner, and would have breathed a big sigh of 
relief when Skrtel fired the cross into the side netting at the far post. 
There were further heart palpitations early on as Krysiak was required to save 
from Adam at his near post, but there was little orthodox about his attempted 
punch clear from the resulting corner – the Pole knocking the ball up rather than 
away and forcing Danny Coles into evasive action to clear. 
But there were promising signs for the Grecians elsewhere, with Troy Achibald-
Henville catching the eye in the midfield anchor role of a 4-1-4-1 formation. 
Indeed, the hosts even fashioned the best chance of the early stages, when the 
unmarked Nardiello headed Shephard's near-post free-kick at goal, but the 
forward didn't do enough to beat Reina. 
And signs that the hosts were starting to impose themselves on the game were 
compounded when a firm but fair challenge from Coles forced Meireles off the 
pitch, the Portuguese leaving proceedings clutching his shoulder. 
But if the visitors were rattled, their undoubted quality helped them rise above 
such feelings and after 23 minutes they were in front. 
Krysiak looked to have briefly averted the danger when he got a touch to take 
Henderson's ball off the head of substitute Carroll. But Suarez was lurking at the 
back post and he drilled the ball home with a fierce but well-controlled volley 
which crept over the line despite Richard Duffy's efforts. 
Now it was City's turn not to be fazed, Tisdale urging his side forward and 
encouraging them to adhere to the passing game they play whether Hartlepool or 
Liverpool are the opponents. 
That philosophy got the hosts in trouble at times, especially when they tried to 
pass out from the back in the face of the high-octane nuisance value Suarez 
provided. 
But it also helped the Grecians get in behind their more illustrious opponents, 
particularly when Billy Jones and David Noble worked a clever short corner. 
And, when they did lose the ball in dangerous positions, the commitment of the 
back four was there for all to see as Coles, Jones and Archibald-Henville all put 
their bodies on the line in quick succession to deny Liverpool a clear shot on goal. 

 

Managerial luminaries such as Neil Warnock and Roy Hodgson may not like the 
competition or struggle to remember its name, but this tie certainly mattered to 
those on the pitch in red and white stripes last night. 
Nardiello epitomised that commitment when he went into a 50-50 with Reina 
seconds after the restart when racing on to Noble's ball over the top, even 
winning the foot race with the Spaniard, but the striker's lob bounced wide of the 
target. 
Perhaps realising they were in for more of a game than they had anticipated, 
Henderson looked for a cheap penalty five minutes later when he unconvincingly 
went over Jones' challenge in the box and was deservedly booked for 'simulation'. 
But the former Sunderland man needn't have gone to such lengths to seal 
Liverpool's passage through to the next round, as on 55 minutes Henderson 
played a big part in the visitors' second goal, driving into the box and playing in 
Suarez, who set up Rodriguez at the second time of asking for a tap-in. And three 
minutes later it was game over as the excellent Suarez again went on a dangerous 
run through midfield and passed into Carroll's feet. The Geordie turned and 
sweetly struck the ball past a helpless Krysiak from 20 yards. 
It was a fitting moment with which to cap Suarez's fabulous display and Dalglish 
knew it, the manager immediately substituting the striker, with the majority of St 
James's Park sounding their appreciation of the complete striker's performance. 
With the game in the bag, Liverpool's level dropped a couple of notches for the 
final 30 minutes. 
City didn't need a second invitation to make the most of their moment in the 
spotlight and Callum McNish – bright following his second half introduction – had 
Reina scrambling to smother his vicious drive at goal from 20 yards on 66 
minutes, before the hosts did get the consolation they craved. 
Nardiello drove into the box and sucked Slovakian Skrtel into an ill-advised 
challenge, bringing the Grecian crashing to the turf. 
Nardiello dusted himself down and drove the spot-kick straight down the middle 
and into the net, past Reina's sprawling dive. 
Exeter City: Krysiak, Jones, Archibald-Henville, Duffy, Golbourne, Coles (Nichols, 
77), Dunne, Noble, Shephard (McNish, 65), Nardiello, Bauza (Keohane, 26). Subs 
not used: Pidgeley, Bennett, Frear, Logan 
Liverpool: Reina, Wilson, Skrtel, Flanagan, Robinson, Meireles (Carroll, 21), 
Rodriguez, Henderson, Spearing, Adam (Shelvey, 77), Suarez (Downing, 59). Subs 
not used: Doni, Jose Enrique, Carragher, Kuyt. Booked: Henderson 
Referee: Tony Bates (Staffordshire) 
Attendance: 8,290 
 

 


