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Gerrard has Kop in full swing again in one-man demolition 
Liverpool 3  
Napoli 1  
The scale of the task facing Damien Comolli was laid bare last night as Liverpool 
again had to rely on a rescue act from Steven Gerrard, their captain and talisman, 
to secure victory.  
Liverpool's newly appointed and fancy-titled director of football strategy took in 
his first game since accepting the role and if he was not aware of the enormity of 
the challenge, he will be now. Gerrard, a second-half substitute, was a man apart 
with his hat-trick and it would not be stretching credulity to suggest anything 
other than without him, Liverpool could have lost.  
For the newly recruited Comolli, a seat in the directors' box afforded him the 
perfect vantage point from which to discover why his services were sought. Half a 
dozen signings from the past two summers made Roy Hodgson's starting line-up, 
all of whom are yet to make a significant impression or have already been 
damned as products of a flawed transfer policy.  
Glen Johnson, an England international who cost [pounds sterling]17 million but 
who has rarely come even close to justifying his hefty price tag, has become 
symbolic of a strategy that has failed to pay dividends. With Comolli's arrival 
shifting towards the acquisition of quality young players for non-exorbitant fees, 
the days of buying the likes of Johnson are over for Liverpool and all the right back 
can do is attempt to disprove the growing theory that he provides little by way of 
value for money.  
The visit of Napoli at least allowed Liverpool the opportunity to provide value for 
their fans, ticket prices being reduced to take into account the secondary status of 
the Europa League in relation to the Champions League.  
It also afforded Hodgson the opportunity to rest a number of his star names, 
Gerrard and Fernando Torres being the most notable omissions at the start, 
without fear of accusations of short-changing the supporters.  
At times during the first half, events on the pitch seemed secondary to 
happenings on it as the tense atmosphere from the previous meeting between 
the clubs in Naples a fortnight ago, when a number of Liverpool fans were 
stabbed, spilt over into this one.  
A large-scale police operation was deemed necessary by the Merseyside 
authorities, and the sight of minor skirmishes breaking out between rival 
supporters in the Main Stand, which had been infiltrated by hundreds of Napoli 
fans, confirmed that their assessment was apposite.  
A number of derogatory banners were unfurled on the Kop referring to the public 
sanitation problems in Naples. "Usate Acqua E Sarone" (use soap and water) read 
one. "Get a shower you stink", another declared. If flags were all the police and 
stewards had to deal with, they would have enjoyed an easy night, but just as 
they attempted to maintain segregation and restore order in the Main Stand, 
Napoli scored, prompting pockets of their fans in home sections to celebrate.  
The goal was as unnecessary as the trouble that preceded it as Christian Poulsen, 
another example of why Comolli's influence is deemed necessary, unwittingly 
started the move that put Liverpool in arrears. Presented with the simple task of 
dealing with an aerial ball near to the halfway line, Poulsen succeeded only in 
heading directly into the path of Edinson Cavani, who supplied Ezequiel Lavezzi 
with a through-ball that the forward finished with aplomb.  
Poulsen almost salvaged the situation within minutes, setting up David Ngog for a 
half-chance that was squandered.  
That was the best that Liverpool offered during a first half in which they failed to 
impose themselves to any meaningful extent.  
In the short term, that responsibility fell to Gerrard, who was brought off the 
bench after the interval and asked to reprise his long standing role as Liverpool's 
main rescue act. The introduction of their talisman almost paid instant dividends 
as his rampaging efforts pinned Napoli back to such an extent that Raul Meireles 
was able to take possession deep in the opposition penalty area before squaring 
to Ngog, whose close-range shot was saved.  
At least Liverpool were beginning to build up some pressure, though, as Napoli 
attempted to hold on to their slender advantage by retreating into their own half.  
Meireles should have equalised when presented with the best opportunity of the 
night by Ngog but, with the goal at his mercy, the midfield player could only shoot 
wide.  
The reaction of John W. Henry was telling, a shake of the head from the new 
owner illustrating that, while he may not have been involved in football for long, 
he still knows a gilt-edged chance when he sees one.  
Fortunately, a relic of Liverpool's long list of transfer failures was to come to their 
aid. Andrea Dossena, who, besides scoring memorable goals against Manchester 
United and Real Madrid made precious little impact during an 18-month spell at 
Anfield, attempted a back pass that put Morgan De Sanctis under pressure, 
allowing Gerrard - who else? - to score his 36th European goal via a block tackle 
on the goalkeeper.  
Gerrard was not finished there, either, as he went from saviour to match-winner, 
firing home a penalty after Johnson had been fouled by Salvatore Aronica and 
surging clear on goal after being released by Lucas to chip De Sanctis with an air of 
calm to complete his hat-trick.  

 

 
'We owe a big debt to Gerrard' says Hodgson 
Gerrard 75 88pen 89 Lavezzi 28  
Managers may change, owners may change and the calibre of competition at 
Anfield may also alter, but one truism about Liverpool in Europe remains. When 
the team are in trouble, call for Steven Gerrard. His latest rescue act spared Roy 
Hodgson an awkward first date with the new Liverpool hierarchy last night.  
For 74 minutes against Napoli this was a discomfiting evening for the Liverpool 
manager. John W Henry was present for his first home game since the takeover 
by New England Sports Ventures, so too Damien Comolli following his 
appointment as the club's first director of football strategy on Wednesday. The 
display served up demonstrated why the Frenchman was hired and Anfield was in 
unforgiving mood. Another bout of soul-searching, even for a reshuffled side that 
shone briefly then petered out, was being prepared. Fifteen minutes later the 
mood, the result and the repercussions were transformed by Gerrard's 36th, 37th 
and 38th goals in European football and Hodgson was in Rafael Benitez and 
Gerard Houllier territory, giving thanks to the gift from Huyton.  
"Outstanding," was the manager's verdict. "His entry on to the field in the second 
half was a catalyst. It galvanised the crowd and the team and I thought the way he 
scored the first goal epitomised the energy and spirit the team showed in the 
second half. We owe a big debt of gratitude to him but he'd be the first to join me 
and say it was a good team performance in the second half. We deserved to win 
the game."  
Given the eyes in the directors' box behind him and Anfield's obvious desperation 
to punish Napoli, the fourth hat-trick of Gerrard's career offered a cathartic 
release for Hodgson. Three consecutive victories at least give Liverpool 
momentum ahead of Sunday's visit of Chelsea when, for so long, it appeared to 
have been derailed by Walter Mazzarri's team. With Gerrard introduced as a half-
time substitute for the ineffective Milan Jovanovic, they picked the wrong night - 
and the wrong opponent - to reveal their self-destructive side.  
This was not the low-key affair commonly found at this stage of a Europa League 
group, on or off the pitch. Attacks on Liverpool supporters in Naples a fortnight 
ago combined with a sizeable Italian support here put Merseyside police on high 
alert. There were anxious looks among the stewards in the Main Stand when 
Napoli came out for their warm-up and dozens of Italians - who should have been 
sat in the Anfield Road - stood up to applaud.  
Their concerns were realised during the game when police and stewards were 
forced to form a cordon to separate the rivals. The Kop made its feelings clear in 
an array of derogatory banners, ranging from the blunt 'Napoli Merda' to 
commentary on the city's badly run refuse collection service.  
Ezequiel Lavezzi posed Napoli's greatest threat in the first encounter and 
maintained that menace at Anfield. The latest Argentinian to be given the 
sobriquet of the "new Maradona" prospered in front of the Liverpool defence but 
it required an abysmal header from Christian Poulsen to present him with the 
breakthrough. Poulsen, a pounds 5m summer signing from Juventus who 
demonstrates why Comolli has been taken on board, misdirected his touch 
towards the Liverpool goal. Edinson Cavani headed between Johnson and Jamie 
Carragher and Lavezzi - more Carlos Tevez than Maradona - scurried through to 
beat Jose Reina.  
Liverpool tailed off badly as the first half wore on and it was a reflection of 
Hodgson's unease that Gerrard was introduced with Chelsea looming. The captain 
immediately injected more urgency into Liverpool's attacking play but, with David 
Ngog and Raul Meireles squandering glorious chances to equalise, Hodgson 
appeared destined for a night of torment.  
But then Andrea Dossena, the former pounds 7m Anfield signing whose only 
previous positive contribution for Liverpool came with a goal at Old Trafford, 
provided a gift to his old club. Napoli had smothered Jonjo Shelvey's run when 
Dossena took possession and rolled a slovenly back-pass towards his keeper, 
Morgan De Sanctis. Gerrard read the telegraphed invitation perfectly, dived in on 
De Sanctis and got enough of the ball to force it over the line. "That was a 
captain's goal," Hodgson said. "That was the goal of a guy that wanted to get his 
team back in the game and was determined even at the risk of injury to get the 
ball into the goal."  
Gerrard's second was an emphatic penalty after Salvatore Aronica, who escaped 
with a disgraceful stamp on Ngog, felled Glen Johnson inside the area. His third 
was sublime, latching onto the loose ball after Lucas had challenged Dossena and 
beating De Sanctis with a nonchalant chip. The complexion had altered entirely.  
Liverpool 4-2-3-1  
Reina; Johnson *, Carragher, Kyrgiakos *, Konchesky; Spearing, Poulsen 
(Eccleston, 64), Shelvey, Meireles, Jovanovic (Gerrard, 46); Ngog (Lucas, 82).  
Subs not used  
Hansen, Wilson, Kelly, Skrtel.  
Napoli 3-4-2-1  
De Sanctis *; Campagnaro *, Cannavaro, Aronica; Maggio, Pazienza, Gargano, 
Dossena *; Hamsik (Yebda, 83), Lavezzi; Cavani *.  
Subs not used  
Gianello, Grava, Dumitru, Santacroce, Zuniga, Sosa.  
Referee F Fautrel (France)  
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Gerrard hat-trick gets Roy off hook 
Liverpool 3 Napoli 1  
HE MAY have been buoyed by two straight Barclays Premier League wins, but Roy 
Hodgson still found himself anxiously pacing the technical area last night before a 
Steven Gerrard hat-trick had anfield in raptures. The under-pressure Liverpool 
manager may have thought the heat was off after badly-needed victories over 
Blackburn and Bolton. But he was soon proved wrong, as a weakened line-up 
struggled to live with a brighter, quicker and more inventive Napoli side. Napoli 
deservedly went ahead with a 28th-minute goal from the lively Ezequiel Lavezzi 
and exerted such control on this group game that Hodgson was forced to 
introduce skipper Gerrard at the start of the second half. And what a difference 
he made, earning Liverpool's equaliser when he refused to give up on a back pass 
from former Liverpool left back andrea Dossena and nudged it past goalkeeper 
morgan de Sanctis. As Liverpool took hold of the game in the closing stages, 
Gerrard stepped up to score from the spot after Glen Johnson had been felled by 
Salvatore aronica in the 87th minute and then completed his treble by dinking De 
Sanctis two minutes later when the ball broke to him following a challenge by 
Lucas in midfield. With 2,500 packed into one half of the anfield Road end, and 
almost as many arriving without tickets, Napoli followers were threatening to 
make their presence felt both inside and outside the ground. While there was an 
air of menace outside the anfield Road terraces, the police operation appeared to 
have had the desired effect, with no reports of arrests before kick-off.  
If there was a sense of unease at that end of the ground, there was an early sign 
of nerves inside the six-yard area at the Kop end as well, as a glaring error by De 
Sanctis almost presented Liverpool with a third-minute lead. Milan Jovanovic's 
cross looked harmless enough but De Sanctis inexplicably spilled it on the line 
before grabbing at the second attempt. Raul meireles was fortunate to escape a 
booking in the 10th minute as, chasing a ball he was never likely to reach, he 
clattered into the goalkeeper and left him sprawling. meireles gestured that the 
wet surface had prevented him stopping, and it appeared to be taken on board by 
De Sanctis and referee Fredy Fautrel, who settled for a word of warning.  
Napoli had looked toothless on their own ground but soon showed they had the 
players to create problems for Liverpool's defence -- none more so than Lavezzi, a 
squat Carlos Tevez lookalike with the same direct, purposeful running style as the 
manchester City forward. It took a masterly interception by Jamie Carragher to 
snuff out danger created by a pinpoint Lavezzi pass to marek Hamsik in the 17th 
minute, and Liverpool continued to find containing the little attacking midfielder 
an onerous task. Edinson Cavani wasted a glorious pass from Lavezzi in the 20th 
minute, blazing yards over from the edge of the area, and the Napoli danger man 
took matters into his own hands four minutes later after Jonjo Shelvey carelessly 
misdirected a pass into his path near the halfway line. Shelvey was almost made 
to pay as Lavezzi advanced towards the Liverpool area and unleashed a 20-yard 
drive that swerved narrowly wide, with Pepe Reina struggling to reach it.  
It was no great surprise when Napoli went ahead in the 28th minute, even less so 
that Lavezzi should be the scorer.  
Cavani sent him scampering clear, after pouncing on a mistake by Christian 
Poulsen, and the finish was clinical as he sidefooted a firm shot past the 
advancing Reina. David Ngog had the chance to hit back within three minutes but 
fired wide after being played through by Poulsen. Such was Liverpool's 
ineffectiveness that their fans were on their feet midway through the halftime 
interval when Gerrard emerged to warm up ahead of his introduction in place of 
Jovanovic. The optimism did not last long, though, as Liverpool spurned two 
glorious chances to equalise in the 52nd minute, with Gerrard culpable for one of 
them. Ngog should have done better than shoot against De Sanctis, after being 
set up by meireles, and the same could be said of Gerrard, as he ballooned the 
rebound yards over. Liverpool's deficiencies were aptly reflected on the hour, 
with a hopelessly mistimed header at the far post by Shelvey from Ngog's cross.  
Poulsen's substitution prompted the biggest cheer of the night thus far but there 
were more groans when Meireles somehow steered a shot wide from eight yards, 
after being set up by Ngog's turn inside the area in the 66th minute and Gerrard 
curled a free-kick round the wall and wide of the right-hand post seven minutes 
later. But Gerrard's never-say-die approach salvaged an equaliser in the 75th 
minute after Shelvey was crowded out by three Napoli defenders.As Dossena 
rolled the ball back to De Sanctis, Gerrard steamed in to force the ball past him.  
The Napoli keeper's claims that he had been fouled fell on deaf ears as Gerrard 
wheeled away and gave a 'hush' sign to Napoli fans behind the goal. By the time 
the game was over, he had also gone some way to silencing Hodgson's critics.  
MATCH FACTS  
LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Reina 6; Johnson 6, Carragher 7, Kyrgiakos 6, Konchesky 6; 
Poulsen 6 (Eccleston 64min, 6), Spearing 6; Shelvey 5, Meireles 5, Jovanovic 6 
(Gerrard 46, 8); Ngog 5 (Lucas 82). Subs not used: Hansen, Wilson, Kelly, Skrtel. 
Booked: Johnson, Kyrgiakos.  
NAPOLI (3-4-2-1): De Sanctis 5; Campagnaro 6, Cannavaro 6, Aronica 6; Maggio 7, 
Pazienza 6, Gargano 7, Dossena 6; Hamsik 6 (Yebda 84), Lavezzi 7; Cavani 7. Subs 
not used: Gianello, Grava, Santacroce, Zuniga, Sosa, Dumitru. Booked: Dossena, 
Campagnaro, De Sanctis, Cavani referee: Fredy Fautrel (France) 7. Man of the 
match: Steven Gerrard.  

 

 
Gerrard gives Liverpool's new owner night to remember 
Liverpool 3 Gerrard 75, 88 pen, 89  
Napoli 1 Lavezzi 28 Att: 33,895  
Hat-trick man and rescue-man Steven Gerrard remains the man for all Liverpool 
seasons, the man whom the Kop turn to when they walk through a storm. New 
owners and a new manager can come into Anfield but the main man remains a 
tall athletic local with an unquenchable desire for victory.  
One major debt remains at Anfield: one club's debt to one player.  
Liverpool would have lost without Gerrard. Simple as that. At the break, they 
were trailing to Ezequiel Lavezzi, being given the runaround by the clever counter-
attackers from Serie A. At the interval, Napoli fans raised a banner declaring 
"Anfield Road - Nothing Scary". It soon was.  
Attacking the end containing the visiting support, Gerrard was unstoppable when 
he replaced Milan Jovanovic. He was given able support in Jay Spearing, who 
crunched into tackles, and David Ngog, who continued to run tirelessly and 
somehow survived a shocking challenge from Salvatore Aronica, a foul so filthy it 
deserves retrospective action from Uefa.  
Gerrard was also assisted by Nathan Eccleston, making it seven Englishmen on the 
pitch at the final whistle. The Brazilian Lucas, too, played his part late on.  
In truth, Gerrard has probably been better for England than Liverpool this season. 
But in his team's hour of need, he delivered. Requiring only 14 minutes, the 
fourth hat-trick of his Liverpool career brought another landmark. Gerrard's third 
goal, a wonderful dink over the despairing Napoli keeper, Morgan De Sanctis, was 
his 38th in Europe. It took him alongside Ruud van Nistelrooy, and within four 
goals of Thierry Henry, as the player to have scored most European goals for one 
English club. In becoming only the second Liverpool substitute to score a hattrick 
(along with Steve Staunton against Wigan in the League Cup in 1989), Gerrard was 
also indebted to an old team-mate, Andrea Dossena, the Napoli wing-back 
seemingly spooked on his return to Anfield. Poor Dossena was involved in every 
one of Gerrard's goals. Initially kept in reserve to keep him fresh for Chelsea on 
Sunday, Gerrard's arrival immediately made Roy Hodgson's side look a more 
cohesive force. Raul Meireles took the departing Jovanovic's place on the left, 
allowing Gerrard to slot into the hole behind Ngog. Jonjo Shelvey seemed lifted by 
Gerrard's company, the youngster drilling in a cross that Ngog connected well 
with but aimed too close to De Sanctis. As the ball fell loose, Gerrard was swiftest 
to react but his sights were not properly set. Not yet.  
Liverpool continued to create chances and Shelvey should have shown more 
composure when meeting Ngog's cross just before the hour. Hodgson twisted 
again, bringing on Eccleston for Christian Poulsen as the Kop chanted "attack, 
attack, attack''. The departure of the uninspiring Poulsen was greeted with delight 
by swathes of the Liverpool support. Meireles was enduring one of his weaker 
displays but he almost equalised following good work by Gerrard and then Ngog. 
The ball fell invitingly enough for Meireles but he shot wide. The game began to 
become stretched and increasingly combative. Spearing thundered into a couple 
of magnificent tackles. Liverpool were not going down quietly.  
With 20 minutes remaining, Gerrard was presented with a freekick just outside 
the 'D'. Anfield stood hopefully. He hit the ball firmly, imparting enough bend to 
negotiate the wall but insufficient to carry it the right side of the post.  
No matter. Liverpool's regular saviour rode to the rescue again. It had to be 
Gerrard. It had to be this embodiment of Liverpool passion. When Shelvey drove 
into the box, Dossena nipped in to slide the ball towards De Sanctis. Dossena 
rarely did much right at Anfield during his career here, so an element of 
haplessness was perhaps inevitable. Dossena had not spotted Gerrard, who poked 
the ball past De Sanctis. Gerrard's celebration took him along the front of the 
Napoli fans, who showered him with abuse. He responded by holding a finger to 
his lips in a hushing signal. Gerrard soon silenced them, the midfielder refusing to 
settle for a point. When Johnson was brought down by a clumsy challenge from 
Aronica, Gerrard drilled in the penalty.  
There was more, magnificently so.  
Spearing, short of height but with a good spring, won a De Sanctis goalkick, 
heading the ball back into Napoli's half. Dossena again dithered, encouraging 
Lucas to nip in and nick the ball to Gerrard. The England international drove 
through, lifting the ball over the diving keeper with all the sangfroid expertise of 
Ian Rush.  
As much as there was to celebrate in Gerrard's remarkable contribution, 
Liverpool's defending was exposed in the first half, particularly when Edinson 
Cavani headed through for Lavezzi to race through and score. Liverpool's new 
owner, John W Henry, shifted uneasily in his seat while the new director of 
football strategy, Damien Comolli, sank back in his chair. Until Gerrard came on, 
the squad limitations were laid bare for all to see. As were the strictures of the 
stadium.  
Ill-will had also seeped into this contest, an unwanted relic of unpleasant events 
in the shadow of Mount Vesuvius a fortnight ago. There were problems with 
segregation while the Kop made its view of the Italians clear. A banner read 
"Napoli Merda". Another was waved vigorously at the final whistle. "Ciao Napoli".  
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Gerrard hat-trick shows Henry the Anfield way 
JOHN W HENRY would have learned much from his first visit to Anfield: about the 
passion of the old stadium he now owns, about Liverpool's limitations - and the 
fact that Steven Gerrard is still the key to this club.  
By his own standards, this has been an unremarkable and even mediocre season 
for a player who deserves the adjective "great". However, Gerrard is still capable 
of utterly changing a game by his presence, vision and instinct.  
The captain's latest manager, Roy Hodgson, has been criticised for making his 
substitutions too late but here, after an opening 45 minutes in which Napoli had 
been almost completely dominant, Gerrard was brought on and produced a hat-
trick to turn the tide and seize a victory that ensures Liverpool should still qualify 
for the latter stages of the Europa League with something to spare.  
Curiously, after Liverpool had spurned obvious chances to score - with Raul 
Meireles screwing his drive wide from the six-yard line and Jonjo Shelvey making 
a schoolboy hash of a free header - Gerrard's first intervention came from 
nowhere. Shelvey, who had been gamely pushing forward, was dispossessed and 
Andrea Dossena rolled his back pass to Morgan de Sanctis slightly too gently, 
enabling Gerrard to slide in to provide Liverpool with an equaliser they probably 
just about deserved.  
What followed was extraordinary, though, as the game was turned utterly on its 
head in the 88th minute. First, Salvatore Aronica clumsily challenged Glen 
Johnson in the area and Gerrard slammed home the resultant penalty with an air 
of absolute authority.  
Then, a minute later, Lucas Leiva, brought on by Hodgson presumably as a 
defensive measure, won the ball on the edge of the Napoli area and Gerrard 
stormed forward to chip the keeper. He had given Anfield the kind of European 
night that some fans might have thought gone forever.  
It had started in a more ominous mood. After the violence in Naples that had 
scarred and maybe helped to inspire Liverpool into a fine rearguard display in the 
San Paolo stadium, there were police the length of Anfield Road and a helicopter 
clattering over Stanley Park.  
Inside Anfield, the Kop defended the honour of those attacked by Napoli's ultras - 
the Mastiffs - by getting out their Italian dictionaries. One banner proclaimed 
Napoli Merda (Napoli Shit) while, more cryptically, another asked their visitors to 
Usate Aqua e Sapone (Use Soap and Water). It did its job and the 2,000 Italians in 
the ground were suitably inflamed, although they carried a beneficent banner 
wishing Diego Maradona, still their spiritual leader 20 years after he quit the San 
Paolo, a happy birthday.  
Henry's wife, Linda Pizzuti, who had accompanied the Liverpool co-owner to 
Merseyside and had been snapped with him outside the city's Il Forno restaurant, 
presumably did not need a dictionary to translate the banners.  
The fans started chanting Gerrard's name long before half-time. However, their 
captain had been on the bench in the 28th minute and could only watch as 
Christian Poulsen's misdirected header was nodded into Ezequiel Lavezzi's path by 
Edinson Cavani. The Argentine, one of a vast number of forwards to be dubbed 
"The New Maradona" finished with a coolness that El Diego would have admired.  
Frankly, the goal had been coming. Napoli's passing, movement and style had 
been of a different order to Liverpool's. Just before he scored, Lavezzi had 
produced a beautiful, dipping pass that found Cavani in the area, but he thrashed 
his shot into the upper tiers occupied by his club's supporters.  
Liverpool responded well to going behind and not just by Hodgson's introduction 
of Gerrard during the interval. Moments after Lavezzi's goal, Poulsen had played 
in David Ngog, who under pressure from his former team-mate, Dossena, drove 
his shot just wide. The applause was for the move and maybe for the fact that this 
was arguably the first time since his arrival on Merseyside that Poulsen had 
played the ball forward.  
GROUP K  
P W D L F A Pts  
Liverpool 4 2 2 0 7 2 8  
Steaua Bucharest 4 1 2 1 8 9 5 Napoli 4 0 3 1 4 6 3  
Utrecht 4 0 3 1 2 4 3  
* Results so far: Liverpool 4 Steaua Bucharest 1, Napoli 0 Utrecht 0; Steaua 
Bucharest 3 Napoli 3, Utrecht 0 Liverpool 0; Napoli 0 Liverpool 0, Utrecht 1 Steaua 
Bucharest 1; Steaua Bucharest 3 Utrecht 1, Liverpool 3 Napoli 1.  
* Liverpool's remaining fixtures: 2 Dec Steaua Bucharest (a); 15 Dec Utrecht (h).  
MATCH FACTS  
Liverpool (4-2-3-1) Reina; Johnson, Carragher, Kyrgiakos, Konchesky; Poulsen 
(Eccleston, 65), Spearing; Shelvey, Meireles, Jovanovic (Gerrard, h-t); Ngog. 
Substitutes not used: Hansen (gk), Lucas Leiva, Wilson, Kelly, Skrtel,  
Napoli (3-4-2-1) De Sanctis; Campagnaro, Cannavaro, Aronica; Maggio, Pazienza, 
Gargano, Dossena; Hamsik (Yebda, 84), Lavezzi; Cavani. Substitutes not used: 
Gianello (gk), Grava, Dumitru, Santacroce, Zuniga, Sosa.  
Booked: Liverpool Johnson, Kyrgiakos; Napoli Campagnaro, De Sanctis, Cavani, 
Dossena.  
Possession Liverpool 52%, Napoli 48%.  
Shots on target Liverpool 8, Napoli 4.  
Referee F Fautrel (France). Attendance 33,895  
Man of the match Gerrard Match rating 8/10 
Man of the match Gerrard  
Match rating 8/10 

 

 
HE AIN'T HALF HOT 
STEVE GERRARD unfurled another fairytale finish with an Italian flavour last night 
- and they all lived Napoli ever after.  
Gerrard's fourth hat-trick for Liverpool may not have delivered a pot of gold at the 
end of rainbow like the miracle of Istanbul against AC Milan five years ago.  
But his 14-minute treble in the Europa League will live long in the memory of his 
adoring flock at Anfield, even if he made it look as easy as uno, due, tre.  
Bless this Scouse? Roy Hodgson was staring at defeat in Europe for the first time 
with Liverpool until Gerrard threw off his supersub's cape to send the Kop to the 
brink of the knockout phase.  
Not for the first time this season Liverpool had been outplayed, and were running 
out of ideas, until old boy Andrea Dossena's negligent back-pass left the cat-flap 
open with 15 minutes left.  
Gerrard lunged in to plunder the equaliser, but nobody does one-man rescue acts 
better than Stevie Wonder - and he was not finished yet.  
When Glen Johnson was bodychecked in the box by Salvatore Aronica with two 
minutes left, and French referee Fredy Fautrel charitably pointed to the spot, 
Gerrard buried his penalty expertly in the corner.  
And within 60 seconds, the turnaround was complete as you-know-who charged 
on to fellow sub Lucas Leiva's pass to finish with an exquisite dink over advancing 
Napoli keeper Morgan De Sanctis.  
"I'll get all the headlines but it's not all about me," said Gerrard afterwards. Oh 
yes it is, sunshine.  
Gerrard was also happy to give manager Hodgson high marks for daring to field 
youngsters Jay Spearing, Nathan Eccleston and Jonjo Shelvey in Europe, adding: 
"It's a fantastic experience for the young ones and credit to the manager for being 
brave enough to throw them in.  
"We're getting closer to where we want to be, but there's still work to be done."  
Gerrard's note of caution was not misplaced. Once the power house of Europe, 
Liverpool had to scramble over the line where once they swept all before them.  
Time will tell whether the appointment of Damien Comolli as technical director 
will prove to be a parrot on Hodgson's shoulder or the advent of a grim reaper, 
but the truth is that, until Gerrard's appearance, Liverpool looked laboured and 
ponderous.  
For all the optimism generated by the arrival of new owner John W Henry's Red 
Sox regime, Hodgson's revolution is going to be a slow burner.  
Henry and Comolli were stonyfaced in the directors' box as Napoli dominated the 
first hour and the Italians were not flattered by Ezequiel Lavezzi's lightning 
breakaway.  
It was a strange night all round, with an air of menace swirling around Anfield 
after seven cultural attachs from Merseyside, plus three tourists unconnected 
with the football, were stabbed before the impasse in Naples last month. One 
banner unfurled in front of the Kop last night did little to foster Anglo-Italian 
diplomatic relations. Precise translation would be inflammatory, but Napoli and 
manure were the essential ingredients, and stewards soon intervened to have it 
removed.  
But since the beginning of last season's odyssey to the final with Fulham, Hodgson 
has lost just four of his 27 games in the Europa League and the competition has 
provided him with a comfort blanket through a turbulent autumn.  
With Gerrard around, who would bet against another Woy of the Wovers run to 
the final?  
LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Johnson 6, Carragher 6, Kyrgiakos 6, Konchesky 5, Poulsen 4 
(Eccleston 65, 5), Spearing 5, Shelvey 7, Meireles 5, Jovanovic 4 (Gerrard 46, 9), 
Ngog 5 (Lucas 82).  
NAPOLI: De Sanctis 6, Campagnaro 6, Cannavaro 7, Aronica 6, Maggio 6, Pazienza 
7, Gargano 6, Dossena 6, Hamsik 6 (Yebda 84), Lavezzi 8, Cavani 8. REFEREE: Fredy 
Fautrel ATT: 33,895  
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Steven Gerrard magic ensures happy home debut for John W Henry 
 
HE leapt out of his seat, punching the air in delight, completely immersing himself 
in his first experience of an Anfield European night. 
What threatened at one stage to be a rather anti-climatic home debut for John W 
Henry turned out to be something rather more memorable and, as he left the 
famous old ground, Liverpool’s new owner will have realised he had witnessed 
something very special.  
 Down the years, the pages of this newspaper have been filled with tributes to 
and eulogies about Liverpool’s talismanic number eight, which makes it difficult to 
say something that hasn’t already been said about Steven Gerrard. 
But perhaps the biggest compliment that you can pay him is that even after all 
these years, after 544 appearances, all those magnificent goals and the 
burgeoning honours’ list, Gerrard still has the ability to take the breath away.  
Without him, Matchday four could easily have ended in demoralising fashion and 
left Liverpool with a fight on their hands to reach the knockout stages but now, 
thanks to 45 minutes of Gerrard operating at level others can only dream of, they 
are all but in the round of 32. 
Given that Chelsea are due at Anfield in 48 hours, Roy Hodgson would have been 
loathe to use Gerrard against Napoli but, in some ways, all those who turned up in 
inclement conditions should be thankful that the manager pulled out the ace in 
his pack. 
Gerrard, quite simply, made an evening that could have fizzled out like a damp 
squib go with a bang and the ovation he was afforded at the final whistle 
reflected that; deep admiration and appreciation were the underlying tones 
behind the Kop’s chant for him. 
More than that, Gerrard’s efforts keep the momentum behind the sequence 
Liverpool are carefully piecing together and has provided a huge shot in the arm 
ahead of what could be a hugely significant showdown with the league leaders. 
The difference a year makes. On this day 12 months ago, Liverpool supporters 
were coming to terms with the fact Lisandro Lopez had effectively knock Rafa 
Benitez’s men out of the Champions League and headed into the eye of the worst 
storm in the club’s 118-year history. 
Things are now a little more tranquil but that might not have been true had 
Liverpool continued in the bitty, scruffy manner in which they began this contest 
– only Jay Spearing of the six men in front of the defence emerged with credit. 
One man who particularly struggled in that period was Jonjo Shelvey; if his 
performance in Naples was a breath of fresh air, this one was, at best, clumsy and 
one careless ball almost led to the visitors going in front, earning him a stinging 
rebuke from Reina after Ezequiel Lavezzi fired wide. 
Lavezzi, however, did not have long to wait to make amends, coolly slipping a shot 
under Reina after Edinson Cavani had taken fully advantage of poor headed 
clearance by Christian Poulsen – it was not the Danish midfielder’s first mistake 
nor, for that matter, was it his last. 
Perhaps the biggest criticism of Liverpool’s play before the interval was when 
Gerrard – who might have anticipated having the evening off – was told to carry 
on warming up, the surest sign that Hodgson needed the services of his top man. 
So it proved. Gerrard emerged during the break to continue his preparations and 
within eight seconds of the re-start, he announced himself to the contest by 
virtue of a clattering tackle. 
But doesn’t it say something that, even after all these years, it is left to Gerrard to 
produce the unexpected? Shouldn’t a club of Liverpool’s stature have deeper 
options to call upon when things are not going to plan? 
You know the answers to both those questions. For whatever reason, Liverpool’s 
get out of jail card remains the same as it was five, six or seven years ago and 
changing that is one of the tasks new Director of Football Strategy Damien 
Comolli must address as a matter of urgency. 
Predictably, the skipper was the man who dragged Liverpool back into the game 
by the scruff of the neck and every time his side threatened, he was central to the 
action; first it was a deep ball into the penalty area that eventually led to Raul 
Meireles pulling a glorious chance wide. 
Then came a free-kick which drifted just wide of the post after substitute Nathan 
Eccleston – whose pace and energy caused Napoli’s back three problems from the 
moment he was introduced – had been bundled over in a central area. 
Having knocked on the door, it came as no surprise when his sheer will eventually 
found a way through, Gerrard’s presence unnerving Andrea Dossena into a 
mistake which enabled him to slide a shot past Morgan De Sanctis. 
When Lucas was introduced shortly after, many would have assumed that 
Hodgson was effectively playing for a draw but Gerrard in this kind of form is a 
force of nature and he effortlessly went through the gears. 
He could not have dispatched an 88th minute penalty any more emphatically – 
awarded after Johnson had been flattened – to complete the turnaround but he 
saved his best for last, dropping his shoulder to record his first hat-trick since 
March 2009. It was a wonderful finish but, then again, you wouldn’t expect 
anything else from a man who is just a football genius. 

 

 

 
 


