
 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

 

Date:  30 September 2010 
Opposition: FC Utrecht 
Competition: Europa League 

3
0

 Sep
te

m
b

er 

2
0

1
0

 

Mail 

 

Guardian 

 

Times 

Echo 

Telegraph Independent Mirror 

 

 
Hodgson stands firm after latest Torres blank 
Utrecht 0  
Liverpool 0  
If Roy Hodgson thought he had all the answers as far as Fernando Torres's 
mysterious slump in form was concerned, the latest in a series of underwhelming 
performances could force the Liverpool manager to concede privately that he has 
been asking the wrong questions all along.  
In a goalless draw in which on the balance of chances Utrecht had reason to feel 
hard done by, Torres cut a laboured and isolated figure again, a shadow of the 
player who was the scourge of defences until injuries intervened. But while 
Hodgson maintains that all the striker needs is a goal to prompt a return to his 
freescoring best, so the evidence mounts that the problem is more fundamental 
than one that can be eradicated with such a simple remedy.  
That Utrecht, a mid-table team in the Eredivisie, were able to contain, subdue and 
ultimately frustrate Torres with relative ease is telling. It was a failing of the 
collective whole as much as any shortcomings in Torres's form that continue to 
stymie his influence. Even a forward billed by many as the world's best cannot 
flourish without service, although Hodgson is not yet prepared to admit that 
publicly.  
"I don't agree that he was isolated," Hodgson said. "He worked hard and ran 
around well but he still needs that elusive goal." The sight of Torres heading in the 
direction of Rob Price, the club physiotherapist, after the game raised fears that 
an injury had recurred but the Liverpool manager would not be drawn. "My 
interest is in Liverpool Football Club, I don't spend every minute of my waking day 
on Fernando Torres," he said.  
With Lucas Leiva and Christian Poulsen providing graft but little guile in central 
midfield, and Raul Meireles and Joe Cole on the flanks despite neither being a 
natural wide player, Torres would surely have known in advance that the crosses 
and throughballs upon which he thrives would not be coming his way with any 
great regularity.  
Deprived of service, the Spaniard was reduced to two errant pot shots from 
distance and from the one genuine opportunity that was carved out for him by 
Dirk Kuyt he was thwarted by Michel Vorm, the Utrecht goalkeeper saving well at 
his near post.  
"It wasn't a dull 0-0 and there was activity at both ends," Hodgson said, although 
the best chances fell to the home side, with Meireles clearing a header by Michael 
Silberbauer off the line and Jacob Mulenga failing to make the most of Martin 
Kelly's defensive lapse that left Pepe Reina exposed. On the one occasion they did 
hit the back of the net, Utrecht were frustrated by the intervention of Duarte 
Gomes, the referee, who had spotted an infringement before Jan Wuytens shot 
past the Liverpool goalkeeper.  
"It is a good point," Hodgson said.  
"We knew it was going to be tough. The problems we had were largely of our own 
making but in terms of shape and the way we approached the game I've got 
nothing but praise for the team."  
In one sense, the end justified the means because the point Liverpool earned 
ensured that they remain top of group K but it would be hard to justify any praise 
for artistic merit. Besides the rested Steven Gerrard and the injured Paul 
Konchesky this was not far off Hodgson's first-choice team and the extent to 
which they toiled suggests that improvement is some way off.  
The same can be said of Torres, but just as his pomp was inspired by the team 
around him, so is his decline.  
Utrecht (4-4-2): M Vorm -- T Cornelisse, A Schut, J Wuytens, M Nesu -- E Duplan 
(sub: B Maguire, 69min), J Lensky (sub: G Nijholt, 83), M Silberbauer, D Mertens -- 
J Mulenga, R van Wolfswinkel. Substitutes not used: K Sinouh, F Demouge, M van 
der Maarel, S Keller, I Vorstermans.  
Liverpool (4-4-2): J M Reina -- G Johnson, J Carragher, M Skrtel, M Kelly -- R 
Meireles, Lucas Leiva, C Poulsen, J Cole (sub: M Rodriguez, 81) -- D Kuyt, F Torres. 
Substitutes not used: B Jones, M Jovanovic, S Kyrgiakos, R Babel, D Ngog, J 
Spearing. Booked: Lucas, Meireles, Kelly. Referee: D Gomes (Portugal).  
Group K: Last night's other result: Steaua Bucharest 3 Napoli 3. P W D L F A Pts 
Liverpool 2 1 1 0 4 1 4 Napoli 2 0 2 0 3 3 2 Utrecht 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 Steaua Bucharest 2 
0 1 1 4 7 1 Fixtures: Oct 21: Utrecht v Steaua Bucharest; Napoli v Liverpool. Nov 4: 
Steaua v Utrecht; Liverpool v Napoli. Dec 2: Utrecht v Napoli; Steaua v Liverpool. 
Dec 15: Napoli v Steaua; Liverpool v Utrecht.  

 

 

 
More torment for Torres as Liverpool fail to inspire 
It seemed there were no more excuses for Fernando Torres's indifferent form 
when Roy Hodgson declared Liverpool's leading man fully fit and confident before 
this sterile draw with Utrecht. But one glaring reason for the Spaniard's struggles 
does remain - the indifferent form of Liverpool.  
Torres missed two chances he would have scored in his sleep 12 months ago as 
Liverpool held on to a point and top place in Group K against a Dutch side 
revelling in one of their grandest European nights. He trudged straight down the 
tunnel on the final whistle in the company of the club physiotherapist, and 
possibly into another bout of soul-searching, but it would be remiss to label this a 
story of Torres's fallibility. In a side as pedestrian or, to be kind, as transitional as 
Hodgson's at present, the Spain international has increased responsibility to lift 
those around him. It is proving an arduous process.  
"He is still seeking that elusive goal," said Hodgson, who described himself happy 
with the point, understandably, but also with the performance that under-
whelmed. "There were a couple of good opportunities but unfortunately it didn't 
happen for him. He is getting closer, and it will come right for him. It was another 
good 90 minutes under his belt and he will be better for it."  
The Europa League has given Hodgson his sanctuary as Liverpool manager so far 
and yet the disquiet that surrounds the club's new beginning was not dispelled in 
the Netherlands. As demonstrated by the team selection, far stronger than 
previous Europa League games with Torres leading the line and only Steven 
Gerrard rested, there is pressure for Liverpool's style and understanding to 
develop urgently under the new manager. The performance at Stadion 
Galgenwaard, however, was another that tried the patience of Liverpool's 
travelling support.  
Glen Johnson set the tone for a laboured display by putting his opening touch out 
of play instead of finding Raul Meireles five yards away. Meireles, Liverpool's main 
summer import at pounds 11.7m after impressing in central midfield for Portugal 
during the World Cup, was deployed wide on the right but had to drift inside to 
make any discernible contribution, while Torres, even with the former Utrecht 
favourite Dirk Kuyt moved up to support, again cut an isolated figure. "I don't 
agree he was isolated," Hodgson said. "He and Dirk Kuyt played well together."  
With the right-footed emergency left-back Martin Kelly given a testing night by 
Tim Cornelisse and Jacob Mulenga, and even Jose Reina unconvincing, it was not 
an occasion when individual or collective endeavour shone for Liverpool. Only Joe 
Cole displayed the vibrancy and invention required before fading in the second 
half.  
The quality of the opposition, who created the clear chances throughout, was 
another contributory factor to the sense that Liverpool as a work in progress 
under Hodgson are progressing painfully slowly. Utrecht lie 12th in the Eredivisie, 
having lost three of their last four league games.  
Ton du Chatinier's side targeted Kelly's inexperience and occasionally prospered, 
with Reina thwarting Ricky van Wolfswinkel and Dries Mertens, but their 
wastefulness spared Liverpool.  
Meireles headed off his own goalline from Michael Silberbauer, Alje Schut 
volleyed over from six yards and Mulenga prodded the best opportunity wide 
with seven minutes remaining. When the centre-half Jan Wuytens did beat the 
Spanish goalkeeper with a half-volley, Mulenga was adjudged to have fouled 
Johnson in the build-up.  
Liverpool, who threatened in the first half only with a Meireles header, could have 
stolen victory during an improved final 30 minutes. Torres skied over, then was 
denied by an outstanding save from Michel Vorm. The referee, Duarte Gomes, 
mistakenly gave a goal-kick. Even the match officials are conspiring to torment the 
Liverpool No9 right now.  
Group K:  
P W D L F A Pts  
Liverpool 2 1 1 0 4 1 4  
Napoli 2 0 2 0 3 3 2  
Utrecht 2 0 2 0 0 0 2  
S Bucharest 2 0 1 1 4 7 1  
Next fixtures 21 Oct  
Napoli v Liverpool, Utrecht v Steaua Bucharest  
Utrecht 4-2-3-1  
Vorm; Cornelisse, Schut, Wuytens, Nesu; Silberbauer, Lensky (Nijholt, 83); 
Mulenga, Duplan (Maguire, 69), Mertens; Van Wolfswinkel.  
Subs not used  
Sinouh, Demouge, Van der Maarel, Keller, Vorstermans.  
Liverpool 4-4-2  
Reina; Johnson, Carragher, Skrtel, Kelly*; Meireles*, Lucas*, Poulsen, Cole 
(Rodriguez, 81); Kuyt, Torres.  
Subs not used  
Jones, Jovanovic, Kyrgiakos, Babel, Ngog, Spearing.  
Referee D Gomes (Portugal).  
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POOL STUTTER; Reds held in Holland as Torres struggles 
FC Utrecht 0  
Liverpool 0  
LIVERPOOL carved out a hard-earned point here in the Stadion Galgenwaard, but 
it hardly counted as a night to compare with their best in Europe. Not for 
Liverpool, and certainly not for Fernando Torres.  
Torres spurned three clear opportunities and, barely able to conceal his 
frustration, headed straight down the tunnel.  
While his team-mates acknowledged their travelling supporters, and Utrecht's 
players pointedly milked the crowd's applause as if they had won the Champions' 
League, Liverpool's [pounds sterling]21million record signing made the swiftest of 
exits from the scene.  
Torres appeared to consult Liverpool's physio as headed off, but Hodgson said: 
'My interest is in Liverpool Football Club and watching 11 players and seven 
substitutes. I'm afraid I can't spend every waking moment keeping an eye on 
Torres, so I can't tell you if he saw the physio or not.  
'What I can say is that he worked hard and combined well with Dirk Kuyt. He is 
still seeking that elusive goal, after a couple of late chances he might have put 
away, but he will feel it was a good 90-minute workout and a step in the right 
direction.'  
There was an early reminder of the quicksilver finishing skills that have brought 
Utrecht's Ricky Van Wolfswinkel six goals in this competition already this season, 
as he steered an instinctive shot narrowly wide in only the fifth minute, while Raul 
Meireles and Joe Cole (right) were off target for the visitors.  
After Meireles failed to convert an unmarked header in the 23rd minute, 
Liverpool inexplicably surrendered the initiative and found themselves on the 
back foot.  
In the 25th minute Utrecht's Jan Wuytens lashed a loose ball into the roof of the 
net, only for Jacob Mulenga to be penalised for a push on Martin Kelly for the 
header that set up the opening.  
Little had been seen of Kuyt on his return to his first club, but he was the centre of 
attention in the 39th minute, following an inexcusable lapse of concentration 
inside his own area.  
Kuyt dithered when attempting to clear a corner and allowed Mertens to nip in 
and drill a low near-post shot that Pepe Reina turned away with his legs.  
The first of Torres' chances came in the 53rd minute, after a half-clearance from 
Glen Johnson's low cross fell invitingly for him but the chance was yards over.  
Re ina was found wanting three minutes later, after reaching for a Mertens corner 
and flailing at thin air. Michael Silberbauer's free header at the far post was 
looping towards goal, until Meireles spared his keeper's blushes by heading clear 
from under his own bar.  
Chances kept coming Liverpool's way, as well as Utrecht's, as the pace hotted up. 
The most glaring fell to Torres in the 57th minute, after a cut-back from Kuyt left 
him with just Vorm to beat on the edge of the six-yard area.  
It should have been the simplest of tasks, but the Spanish striker was left holding 
his head, initially, after being denied by Michel Vorm, then howling his protests to 
Gomes after the official failed to spot the save and gave a goalkick instead. The 
final straw for the suffering front-runner arrived in the 66th minute, after he 
latched on to a weak back pass from Mircea Nesu and nicked the ball past Vorm.  
He chose to hurdle the keeper's challenge, rather than go to ground in search of a 
penalty, as the ball ran away from him and out of play.  
Credit to him for adopting such a sporting approach, but there must have been a 
sigh of relief from Nesu, not to mention Vorm at seeing his illtimed dive at the 
striker's feet go unpunished.  
Liverpool finished the night top of the group, but it was hardly a cause for 
celebration.  
Not after a failing to master mediocre mid-table Dutch League opposition and 
seeing Torres' shoulders slump more noticeably than ever.  
MATCH FACTS  
FC UTRECHT (4-4-2): Vorm 6; Cornelisse 6, Schut 6, Wuytens 7, Nesu 6; Duplan 6 
(Maguire 69min, 6), Lensky 7 (Nijholt 82), Silberbauer 6, Mertens 8; Mulenga 7, 
Van Wolfswinkel 6. Subs not used: Sinouh, Keller, Vorstermams, Van Der Maarel, 
Demouge.  
LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Reina 6; Johnson 6, Carragher 7, Skrtel 6, Kelly 6; Lucas 6, 
Poulsen 7; Meireles 6, Kuyt 5, Cole 5 (Rodriguez 81); Torres 6. Subs not used: 
Jones, Kyrgiakos, Spearing, Jovanovic, Babel, Ngog. Booked: Lucas, Meireles, Kelly. 
Man of the match: Dries Mertens.  
Referee: Duarte Gomes (Portugal) 6.  

 

 
Liverpool are guests of fading honour 
Utrecht 0  
Liverpool 0  
Att: 23,662  
THEY had been waiting a lifetime for Liverpool in Utrecht. From the moment 
August's draw ensured the five-time European champions would be gracing the 
Stadion Galgenwaard, there had been no doubt about what the season's highlight 
would be here. This, the locals said, was the biggest game in their team's history. 
How disappointed they must have been.  
Where Utrecht were expecting Liverpool, the conquerors of the great citadels of 
the continent, they received a pale imitation. Rather than the side who were still 
capable of sacking the Bernabeu just 18 months ago, they watched a team who 
were fortunate to hold out against opponents mired in mid-table in the Eredivisie.  
Maybe Utrecht had simply been tricked by the sheen of a history written in silver. 
Roy Hodgson, the Liverpool manager, was at pains to point out on the eve of this 
game that all of the league titles and European Cups which clutter Anfield are no 
advantage. This, he said, was Utrecht 2010 versus Liverpool 2010.  
No wonder he is so keen to distance his side from a past with which the present 
simply cannot compare. This was his strongest team, the absent Steven Gerrard 
apart. Fernando Torres was included in an attempt to lift the gloom which has 
settled on the club.  
Despite earning a point to stay on top of Group K, unbeaten in Europe, there is 
little prospect of the darkness breaking. Rather, the problems keep mounting. Too 
narrow, too slow, too deep. No ideas, no fluency, no style.  
A [pounds sterling]17million full-back, Glen Johnson, misplaced a fiveyard pass in 
the first five seconds and then scarcely improved. A [pounds sterling]10million 
central midfielder, Raul Meireles, was deployed on the right. On the left wing was 
the [pounds sterling]100,000-a-week Joe Cole, proven by long experience not to 
be a left winger.  
Then there is Torres. Hodgson is adamant that his striker is on the verge of 
exploding into the form which made him the standard bearer for Liverpool as 
scourge of Europe. On this evidence, such an event remains distant.  
"He will feel this was a good 90-minute workout," said Hodgson, who also 
dismissed concerns that Torres, who seemed to head straight for the 
physiotherapist at the end, might have sustained a late injury. "He just needs that 
elusive goal. He had two chances, but this was very much another step in the right 
direction."  
Those two chances, both after the break - one ballooned over, one tipped away 
from point-blank range by Michael Vorm - provided Liverpool's only two moments 
of respite from a display of familiar mediocrity.  
They were fortunate to go in level at the break after a stunning volley from Jan 
Wuytens had been ruled out for a push and goalkeeper Pepe Reina had been 
called on to deny Dries Mertens. Tim Cornelisse, too, might have done better with 
a header, placed wide from six yards.  
More followed. As Utrecht swarmed forward, Liverpool shuddered. Meireles 
cleared off the line from Michael Silberbauer, after the usually impeccable Reina 
flapped at a cross, Alje Schut headed wide and Silberbauer shot wide after a poor 
clearance from Jamie Carragher.  
The best chance fell to Jacob Mulenga, with 10 minutes to play, as communication 
between Martin Kelly and Reina failed, the Zambian sneaked in and shot 
agonisingly wide.  
Liverpool, the guests of honour, clung on. "We hope we see you again soon," 
Utrecht's announcer told the travelling fans. The same courtesy is unlikely to be 
extended to this team.  
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Hodgson takes heart from point as Reds struggle 
PEERING OVER the girders of the ground in Utrecht is a tower block that has the 
word "conclusion" in big red neon letters running along its side. It was hard to 
know what conclusion to come to here last night once the final whistle sounded 
on an ordinary performance by Liverpool that produced a very good result.  
Bill Shankly, having seen the Ajax of Johan Cruyff destroy Liverpool 5-1 in the 
Amsterdam fog in 1966, pronounced the Dutch champions, "the most defensive 
bloody team I've ever seen." Roy Hodgson's conclusion was that this was, "a good 
point against a good team."  
"It wasn't a dull 0-0; they were committed as we knew they would be," added the 
Liverpool manager. "It was a good point to take back to Liverpool but, if we had 
taken any more, Utrecht would have felt very hard done by."  
Despite what was often a dull, ragged and unimpressive display by the biggest 
team to have come to the Galgenwaard, Hodgson is sitting more comfortably in 
the Europa League than the Premier League. Steaua Bucharest's 3-3 draw with 
Napoli gives Liverpool a two-point cushion at the top of the group and, as he 
stared into a television camera he observed that "we have done better than 
Celtic."  
In a sense, Hodgson was right. Utrecht, one of the Netherlands' great university 
cities, may be one of the most genteel places Liverpool have ever come to play 
football. However the Galgenwaard is the place where they once placed the 
gallows in Utrecht and, as they proved when eviscerating Celtic here in August, 
they are a dangerous proposition who probably should have won this match.  
They had a goal disallowed, saw Raul Meireles, who was one of Liverpool's better 
players, clear a looping ball that came off Michael Silberbauer's chest off the line, 
while Jacob Mulenga almost sprinted through to score when the game 
momentarily stopped with most players expecting the referee to blow for a foul 
on Ricky van Wolfswinkel.  
At the end Utrecht celebrated as if it were a victory and completed a lap of 
honour, while those who had travelled from Merseyside prepared to make for the 
trains to Amsterdam still waiting for the show of strength to signal what the new 
Anfield regime is capable of.  
It has to be more than this. Liverpool are a side that by their manager's admission 
plays without wingers and looked to have exhausted its repertoire of ideas long 
before the half-time whistle. Glen Johnson looked utterly uncertain, perhaps the 
third-best right-back on the pitch, given that Martin Kelly, who was on the 
opposite side of the defence, is a specialist in that position. Hodgson noted that 
Utrecht's crossing was sometimes exceptionally dangerous and often Liverpool 
seemed stretched without actually cracking.  
As ever, the focus was on Fernando Torres. Sometimes, he looked half-engaged 
and then, when Mircea Nesu under-hit a back pass, he reacted like a cat pouncing 
on a butterfly. It just rolled too far. Of the two concrete opportunities that fell his 
way after the interval, one finished halfway up the stand behind Michel Vorm's 
goal, the other after a fine pull-back from Dirk Kuyt was well saved at the near 
post. By no means was it a commanding display; but there were flashes of the old 
magic lost somewhere in South Africa. At the end, the striker seemed to limp off 
to the physio, an action unnoticed by his manager. "I don't spend every minute of 
every waking hour watching Fernando Torres," he said with a half-smile. There 
are, however, some who do.  
For the Galgenwaard, the perfect result would have been for Utrecht to win 2-1 
and Kuyt to have scored against the club that helped to make him. He was given a 
standing ovation for simply running on to the pitch. It was a display of very deep 
and very touching affection, the kind of love for a departed player that seems to 
exist very rarely in Kuyt's adopted country.  
MATCH FACTS  
Utrecht (4-1-3-2): Vorm; Cornelisse, Wuytens, Schut, Nesu; Lensky (Nijholt, 82); 
Duplan (Maguire, 69), Silberbauer, Mertens; Van Wolfswinkel, Mulenga. 
Substitutes not used Sinouh (gk), Demouge, Van der Maarel, Keller, Vorstermans.  
Liverpool (4-1-3-2): Reina; Johnson, Carragher, Skrtel, Kelly; Poulsen; Meireles, 
Lucas, Cole (Maxi, 81); Kuyt, Torres. Substitutes not used Jones (gk), Jovanovic, 
Kyrgiakos, Babel, Ngog, Spearing.  
Booked Lucas, Meireles, Kelly.  
Man of the match Mertens.  
Possession Utrecht 57%, Liverpool 43%.  
Shots on target Utrecht 4, Liverpool 6.  
Referee D Gomes (Portugal) Attendance 23,662  
Match rating 6/10  
GROUP K  
P W D L F A Pts  
Liverpool 2 1 1 0 4 1 4  
Napoli .2 0 2 0 3 3 2  
Utrecht .2 0 2 0 0 0 2  
Steaua Bucharest 2 0 1 1 4 7 1  
* Results so far: Liverpool 4 Steaua Bucharest 1, Napoli 0 Utrecht 0; Utrecht 0 
Liverpool 0, Steaua Bucharest 3 Napoli 3.  
* Liverpool's remaining fixtures: 21 Oct Napoli (a); 4 Nov Napoli (h); 2 Dec Steaua 
Bucharest (a); 15 Dec Utrecht (h). 

 

 

 
Misfiring Fernando's face says it all.. this is TORRTURE 
FERNANDO TORRES' face told the story, even before he stalked down the tunnel 
at the final whistle of this grim contest.  
He exchanged terse comments with the Liverpool physio, pointed to his knee and, 
face like thunder, headed for the dressing room after another difficult night for 
his side.  
Utrecht is a city of contradictions and Liverpool lived up to that notion with a 
stubborn display to earn a point, while at the same time again suggesting that all 
is far from well.  
The Dutch town has some grim industrial landscape, but harbours a sophisticated 
heart - and so it is with Liverpool, who produced a grey mechanical performance 
of their own, interspersed with the odd flash of class.  
This was supposed to be the game when Torres announced his return to full 
fitness and form, against willing but limited opponents.  
At least Utrecht lived up to their side of the bargain, even if Torres didn't.  
The Dutchmen were no great shakes but for much of the contest Liverpool were 
even worse. And given the strength of the side they fielded, that is worrying in the 
extreme for them.  
Both sides seemed to excel at giving the ball away. When they did manage to 
contrive to find a teammate, often by accident, chances arrived, but there 
seemed no one with the confidence to convert them - and that included Torres.  
The striker was on from the start, with his manager Roy Hodgson looking for some 
much-needed inspiration.  
But Torres seemed destined not to find the net no matter how close to it he 
found himself.  
Twice, just after the interval, he produced the movement to create space as he 
bore down on goal and twice you felt he must score.  
But the first time he blazed over the bar from just outside the penalty area and 
then when Dirk Kuyt's clever ball found him in front of goal, he was too hesitant, 
his shot hitting the sprawling Dutch keeper Michel Vorm. You can understand why 
Hodgson feels his star striker is just a goal away from blazing back into form.  
But the final product isn't there yet and the longer the drought goes on, the more 
worrying it gets.  
The same sentiment applies to the team, because this performance was far from 
the level Hodgson envisaged when he took over.  
It is hard to pinpoint exactly why they struggled so badly for so long, but it doesn't 
help that their central midfield is so plodding, with both Lucas and Christian 
Poulsen too limited and unadventurous in their outlook.  
Utrecht had the better opportunities, but they too lacked confident firepower 
when it mattered and were also confronted by a Liverpool keeper beginning to 
rediscover his formidable best form.  
Pepe Reina made one outstanding save at the feet of Dries Mertens and the 
Spaniard twice made important interceptions from Tim Cornelisse crosses.  
Utrecht did find the net when Jan Wuytens converted yet another corner, but the 
goal was disallowed for a push and his fellow defender Alje Schut turned the ball 
over the bar from close range.  
Under the circumstances Liverpool will settle for an away point that puts them in 
a strong position in their group, even if they will consider that this competition, at 
this stage, really should be beneath a side of their pedigree.  
UTRECHT: Vorm 6; Cornelisse 7, Wuytens 6, Schut 6, Nesu 6; Duplan 6, 
Silberbauer 7, Lensky 6 (Nijholt 82, 5), Mertens 7; van Wolfswinkel 6, Mulenga 5.  
LIVERPOOL: Reina 7; Johnson 5, Carragher 6, Skrtel 6, Kelly 7; Meireles 5, Lucas 5, 
Poulsen 6, Cole 7 (Maxi 81, 5); Kuyt 6; Torres 6.  
REF: Gomes ATT : 23,662  
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It's the same old story as Reds are held in Holland  
SO much for the glorious homecoming. Dirk Kuyt returned to his old stomping 
ground last night but it was the return of familiar failings which wrote Liverpool’s 
headlines. 
While it should be stressed that drawing 0-0 away from home in Europe can never 
be described as a bad result, it was difficult not to feel disappointed with 
Liverpool as they laboured to a goalless draw with FC Utrecht. 
The locals expected big things of a Liverpool side that, with the exception of 
Steven Gerrard, was at full strength but, ultimately, they left disappointed as, not 
for the first time this season, Roy Hodgson’s men looked devoid of attacking 
ideas. 
This was billed as Utrecht’s biggest footballing night since the visit of Real Madrid 
in 1991 and the home supporters gathered in the hope of seeing a goal blitz 
similar to the one which blew Celtic away in the play-off game last month. 
The reality, though, was completely different. Moments of genuine excitement 
produced by either side were few and far between in an encounter that could be 
summed up quite comfortably in one, simple word – tepid. 
Liverpool struggled to impose themselves and rarely did you get the impression 
they were capable of crafting an eviscerating move, even though Joe Cole, Raul 
Meireles and Fernando Torres were on the pitch. 
For those Reds who made the short hop across the North Sea, it made for 
uncomfortable viewing. Torres’ body language betrayed him but that was hardly 
surprising as he was being asked to win headers close to halfway or scamper after 
balls pumped towards the corner flag. 
Everyone knows the key to getting the best out of Torres revolves around getting 
him on the shoulder of the final man, a position that induces panic in the 
opposition ranks. 
Cole and Meireles are footballers capable of threading those type of passes but 
they were out on the flanks, while Christian Poulsen and Lucas were assigned to 
keeping the barriers battened down in the middle. Sadly it meant the situation for 
Liverpool was all of a muddle. 
Aside from that, there were other brow- furrowing aspects most notably the lack 
of form being displayed by Glen Johnson – the tone for his evening was set in the 
opening seconds with a robust touch that went out of play. 
Compared to the way he kicked off his Liverpool career 12 months ago with a 
flurry of assists and a couple of goals, the way he has started this campaign has 
been hugely disappointing – too often he has found himself out of position or 
careless in possession. 
In times such as these, you look towards the players who have cost big transfer 
fees to shine but Johnson isn’t producing – similar to the team as a whole, that 
needs to be rectified as a matter of urgency. Liverpool, in recent years, were 
comfortable travellers around Europe and you could usually back them with 
confidence to make short work of the opposition when facing sides of Utrecht’s 
ability but the first hour here was anything but straightforward. 
With Utrecht keeper Michel Vorm significantly underemployed, the home team 
were able to do all the pressing and, before the break, Dries Mertens – who had a 
shot saved by Pepe Reina – and Tim Cornelisse both squandered chances to open 
the scoring. 
You might have anticipated Liverpool making a more vigorous start to the second 
period but, similarly to the games against Northampton and Sunderland in the 
past week, they found themselves penned in. Reina showed great presence of 
mind to thwart Ricky van Wolfswinkel on 58 minutes but he was thankful to 
Meireles shortly after for tracking back to knock a Michael Silberbauer header off 
the line. Despite playing in an unfamiliar role, Meireles was quietly impressive, 
using the ball sensibly and showing encouraging energy, trying his best to inspire 
something. 
That, belatedly, jolted Liverpool into life and Reina – as is his way – produced a 
remarkable clearance to launch an attack, propelling the ball 80 yards into Kuyt’s 
feet, who in turn set up Torres, who had the goal at his mercy. 
Normally, the mortgage would have been invested on him finishing the job yet 
Vorm was more than equal to the task, as he diverted Torres’ shot around the 
post – bizarrely six match officials failed to spot that Liverpool should have had a 
corner. 
Having earlier blazed a volley high into the stands from a central position, it was 
perhaps a sign that his confidence is not what it should be; then again, there are a 
number of his team-mates of whom you may say the same. 
Still, it must be acknowledged that all was not lost here; a draw keeps Liverpool 
top of Group K with four points and should they take a similar tally from their 
double header with Napoli, they will effectively be in the knockout stages. 
Waiting for them to click into gear, however, is proving to be torturous and it was 
worth listening to the views of Utrecht’s players and the Dutch media shortly 
after the final whistle. 
Had Utrecht shown a bit more adventure, they pointed out, the game was there 
to be won and that was something they never expected; it suggests Liverpool 
need to rediscover an aggressive streak – and start living up to their reputation 
from the past. 
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