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Liverpool ignore distractions as Cole warms to his work 
Liverpool 2  
Rabotnicki 0  
(Liverpool win 4-0 on agg)  
While Liverpool continue to look to the Far East in the hope that it might offer 
them long-term salvation, the club can at least be content in the knowledge that 
they have an immediate future in Europe.  
The formalities of their passage into a play-off for the Europa League were 
completed with the minimum of fuss at Anfield last night as Liverpool followed up 
their first-leg win against Rabotnicki with a more comfortable win over the three-
times champions of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. If only 
everything at Liverpool was so simple.  
The match lacked dramatic tension as Liverpool had all but booked their place in 
the next round in Skopje last week, but the reason for the feeling of distraction 
was the ongoing battle for control of the club. Roy Hodgson has endeavoured to 
ensure that the attention of his team is not diverted like that of seemingly 
everyone else associated with Liverpool, although against opposition as meek as 
Rabotnicki, there was no real necessity for Liverpool's concentration levels to be 
at their maximum.  
Afforded far too much space in attacking areas, Hodgson's strategy of fielding two 
comparatively lightweight forward players in Joe Cole and Daniel Pacheco to play 
off the more physically imposing David Ngog always looked likely to pay 
dividends.  
At times it seemed as if even the most rudimentary give-and-go would release a 
Liverpool player behind the visiting team's defence. Cole, in particular, was 
revelling in the situation, marking his home debut with all the tricks, pirouettes 
and movement that marked him out as arguably the most sought-after free 
transfer this summer.  
It will not always be as easy as this, of course, but the way he went about his 
night's work suggested that, at the bare minimum, he appears to be emerging 
from the post-injury lethargy that blighted his last months at Chelsea.  
Ngog should already have added to the two goals he scored in the first leg when 
he gave Liverpool the lead with a towering header, which ricocheted in off the 
crossbar.  
Fittingly, the creator was Cole, who picked out the French forward with a cross 
that would have tested much better defences than this one. Cole's delivery from a 
wide area will also have left the injured Fernando Torres feeling that his decision 
to remain at Anfield will be vindicated.  
As was the case last season, Torres's absence gave Ngog the opportunity to fill in 
as understudy. It is a role that has looked beyond him at times but, on occasion, 
the 21-year-old has demonstrated flashes of genuine ability.  
He showed this with the delightfully educated touch that led to him being felled in 
the box by Fernando Lopes, allowing Steven Gerrard to score Liverpool's second 
goal from the penalty spot. It was the first time during preseason that anyone 
other than Ngog had scored for Liverpool.  
So much has happened at Liverpool during the summer that it seemed strange 
that this would be their final match before the new season begins. Regardless of 
what transpires, Liverpool have just ten days to ensure that they are ready for the 
visit of Arsenal to Anfield, but in keeping with everything at the club, there are 
few certainties.  
If there is one it is that their name still demands respect. After the first leg, Zoran 
Stratev, the Rabotnicki coach, had accused his players of being afraid of their 
opponents and at Anfield their trepidation was every bit as evident as seven days 
earlier. When Cole struck the crossbar at the start of the second half, then 
followed it up with a smart low shot which was turned around the post by Martin 
Bogatinov, it became obvious that the one-way traffic towards Rabotnicki's goal 
would continue.  
Cole's desire to mark his first appearance in front of the Kop with a goal was 
equally apparent, but try as he might the dream start eluded him, largely because 
of Bogatinov who seemed hellbent on denying him. Even in the final minute, Cole 
was trying his luck but the final flourish would not happen.  
The standing ovation he was afforded by the Anfield crowd as he left the pitch 
suggested he has already made a positive impression, however, and now 
Liverpool must hope that the promise of a Chinese takeaway is delivered and wins 
similar popular approval.  
Liverpool (4-4-1-1): D Cavalieri - G Johnson, J Carragher, M Skrtel, M Kelly - D 
Pacheco, Lucas Leiva (sub: J Spearing, 73min), S Gerrard (sub: A Aquilani, 62), M 
Jovanovic (sub: M Rodriguez, 67) - J Cole - D Ngog. Substitutes not used: P Gulacsi, 
S Kyrgiakos, D Wilson, N Eccleston.  
Rabotnicki: M Bogatinov - G Dimovski, E Belica, F Lopes, E Adem - Ze Carlos (sub: 

G Mosjov, 62), G Todorovski, V Tunevski, N Gligorov - Fabio Silva (sub: Marcio, 81) 

- Wandeir. Booked: Ze Carlos, Mosjov. Substitutes not used: T Kandikijan, F 

Petovski, K Sinkovic, Roberto Carlos, V Sekulovski.  

Referee: P Sippel (Germany). 

 

Cole provides instant dividend as Reds ease through 
Liverpool 2  
Ngog 21, Gerrard 40pen  
Rabotnicki 0  
Liverpool win 4-0 on agg  
Lavish investment from abroad dominates the Anfield agenda but it was the 
modest purchases made closer to home that edged Liverpool towards the Europa 
League group phase. Roy Hodgson's Anfield debut against FK Rabotnicki passed 
with the serenity that has underpinned his brief Liverpool reign while, after only 
90 minutes in red, Joe Cole fired the imagination of the Kop. The internecine 
warfare of recent times almost seemed like a distant memory.  
Even without the tantalising prospect of being free of Tom Hicks and George 
Gillett later this month, there was more cause for optimism among the Liverpool 
faithful than they would have envisaged possible when Rafael Benitez's team 
folded against Chelsea in their final home game of last season. The continued 
Anfield employment of Steven Gerrard was one, Hodgson's calming influence 
another and, while David Ngog scored the first and made the second, Cole's 
dominant display provided further encouragement. You could hear people 
drooling at times.  
"Joe's desperate to play," said Hodgson. "He came here because he thought he'd 
get the chance to start more games than at Chelsea and he is a very enthusiastic, 
effervescent player. The more he plays the happier he is. He wants to play every 
minute of every game. Whether that's possible I don't know, but it's a great 
attitude to have. He had a really good home debut."  
How many more debuts Liverpool, who are in today's play-off draw of the 
competition, will grant before the close of the transfer window, and the calibre of 
player they give them to, depends of course on the success or otherwise of a 
takeover. The club are close to completing the pounds 6m transfer of Christian 
Poulsen from Juventus and have reportedly had a pounds 2m bid rejected for the 
Middlesbrough goalkeeper Brad Jones. Revealingly, Hodgson suggested that even 
with the full riches of the Chinese government at his disposal, Liverpool are 
unlikely to make any showpiece signings before 1 September.  
Hodgson explained: "The danger would be, in a late takeover, that money would 
be made available but we wouldn't really have had a chance to research the 
players during this transfer window.  
"We are targeting players in this transfer window that the club is able and capable 
to buy and if one day an enormous amount of money is made available as it was 
for Manchester City once upon a time and Chelsea so be it. That will be nice. But 
we will still have to do a lot of research and background work before we start 
splashing that money around. It is not a question of how much a player costs, it is 
about how good he is."  
There was enough about Liverpool to stroll beyond the Macedonian side even 
without recourse to their England World Cup contingent of Gerrard, Cole, Glen 
Johnson and Jamie Carragher. The day had begun shamefully for Rabotnicki when 
they were charged by Uefa over allegations of racist chanting during their first 
meeting with Liverpool last week. Ngog and the 19-year-old Liverpool winger 
David Amoo were both allegedly targeted by home supporters in Skopje and 
Uefa's Control and Disciplinary Body will meet to consider the case on 19 August. 
No doubt a minuscule fine awaits if the Macedonians are found guilty. Their 
punishment over two legs by Liverpool was undeniably emphatic.  
Having handled a difficult night in Skopje in the most impressive manner, scoring 
twice to give Hodgson's side a seemingly unassailable first-leg lead, Ngog 
continued in his role as the scourge of Rabotnicki. Potent as the lone striker, if 
occasionally erratic in front of goal, the Liverpool forward should have delivered 
his first hat-trick for the club on the night, not just over the course of two legs, but 
was also instrumental in the second goal of the evening.  
Lucas Leiva, who was getting a difficult night out of the system early, headed into 
the penalty area towards Ngog, who spun away from his marker Fernando Lopes 
and was hauled to the floor for a blatant penalty. Gerrard sent Martin Bogatinov 
the wrong way from the spot and raised an arm in celebration of his 35th goal in 
European football for the club.  
The focus thereafter was concentrated on Cole. The England international's goals 
in the warm-up received rapturous ovations but, try as he might, the real thing 
will have to wait. Cole was inches away from a spectacular goal from distance in 
the first half and was twice denied by the Rabotnicki goalkeeper at his near post 
in the second. He also struck the bar with a deflected cross, missed a close-range 
header and had one final effort diverted agonisingly over by a Rabotnicki 
defender.  
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Cole lights up night for Hodgson; AT LEAST ROY'S BOYS DON'T LOOK 
FAZED BY ANFIELD TAKEOVER TALK 
Liverpool 2  
FC Rabotnicki 0  
(Liverpool win 4-0 on aggregate)  
UNCERTAINTY may shroud Liverpool's future off the field, but there was no 
doubting their fortunes on it, as a Joe Coleinspired display took them a step closer 
to the Europa League group stages at Anfield last night.  
With their progress to the playoffs virtually assured after a 2-0 win in Macedonia 
last week, Liverpool turned on the style in a one-sided second leg.  
No-one grasped the opportunity more than new signing Cole, who laid on David 
Ngog's 22ndminute opener and could have had a hat-trick himself. Steven 
Gerrard converted a 40th-minute penalty, and only overworked keeper Martin 
Bogatinov stood between Liverpool and a landslide victory margin.  
Most eyes were on high-profile signing Cole, and the England and former Chelsea 
attacker did not disappoint as he slotted in just behind lone striker Ngog and 
tormented the visitors.  
Rabotnicki might have gone behind in the 15th minute when Ngog was clear on 
goal but dithered long enough for keeper Bogatinov to block the danger.  
There was no reprieve seven minutes later, though, as concerted Liverpool 
pressure brought its inevitable reward, with Cole at the heart of the build-up and 
final assault.  
His trickery opened up space for a pass that Daniel Pacheco dummied, allowing 
Gerrard to hit a low drive that Bogatinov tipped round. When Gerrard rolled the 
resulting short corner to Cole, the newcomer's chip was measured to perfection 
for Ngog to power a header in off the underside of the bar.  
If Cole's arrival has clearly added guile to Liverpool's armoury, Pacheco looks 
capable of providing even more craft. There was an assurance about the 
Spaniard's prompting that will have given manager Roy Hodgson food for thought 
as he contemplates his line-up for the Barclays Premier League opener with 
Arsenal a week on Sunday.  
Ngog was wayward in the 27th minute after a Cole cross but a lack of control cost 
the striker a second goal.  
Cole was just off target with a curling effort in the 29th minute and then Ngog 
produced a smart turn in the 40th minute that bamboozled Fernando Lopes who 
blocked him off, and the referee pointed to the spot. Gerrard stepped forward to 
send Bogatinov the wrong way.  
And Cole almost marked an impressive home debut early in the second half as a 
right-wing cross f loated tantal isingly beyond stranded Bogatinov and bounced 
back off the bar, with the Kop roaring their approval.  
LIVERPOOL (4-4-1-1): Cavalieri 6; Johnson 7, Carragher 6, Skrtel 6, Kelly 7; 
Jovanovic 6 (Maxi 67min, 6), Gerrard 7 (Aquilani 62, 6), Lucas 6 (Spearing 73, 6), 
Pacheco 7; Cole 8; Ngog 6.  
RABOTNICKI (4-3-3): Bogatinov 7; Dimovski 6, Belica 7, Lopes 6, Adem 6; Tunevski 
6, Todorovski 6 (Petkovski 88), Gligorov 7; Ze Carlos 7 (Mojsov 62, 5), Silva 6 
(Marcio 81), Wandeir 6. Booked: Ze Carlos, Mojsov. Man of the match: Joe Cole. 
Referee: Peter Sippel (Germany).  
 

 

Cole forces fans to take notice 
Liverpool 2 Ngog 22, Gerrard 40 pen Robotnicki 0 Liverpool win 4-0 on agg Att: 
31,202 FOOTBALL has a tendency to be an afterthought at Anfield these days. For 
three long years, the Kop has thought more about takeovers than tackles, found 
itself more concerned with offshore accounts than offsides.  
Liverpool's first run-out of the 2010/11 season was no different.  
Here, what might happen in the club's future seemed rather more pressing than 
its immediate present.  
Given the circumstances, that should not be a surprise. Such a comfortable 
victory, secured against a compliant FK Rabotnicki side thanks to goals from David 
Ngog and Steven Gerrard, was never likely to distract minds from the infinitely 
more important contest being fought out in boardrooms from Hong Kong to 
Houston.  
Not simply because the outcome of this tie was effectively settled a week ago in 
Skopje. Not simply because, from the off, it had the air of an imbalanced training 
exercise, one side vastly superior to the other, but because dreams of what may 
come offer a chance to escape the reality of what Liverpool have become.  
After all, a Europa League qualifying tie against Macedonian unknowns is no place 
for England's most decorated club. While this summer has brought a sense of 
burgeoning optimism - new players, new manager, new-found loyalty and maybe, 
just maybe, new owners - that has all occurred away from the pitch. A return to 
action served as a reminder that there is much work to be done.  
So far, Roy Hodgson's rebuilding job has gone smoothly. Gerrard and Fernando 
Torres, absent through injury here, have pledged their allegiance to the new 
regime. Joe Cole, making his competitive debut, has been lured north. And, in two 
games, Hodgson has enjoyed two victories. It is likely to get significantly harder 
from here on.  
There was plenty here to suggest, though, that he is up to the task, regardless of 
the limitations of his opposition. His 4-2-3-1 formation, a remnant of the Rafael 
Benitez era, functioned with the fluidity it sorely lacked last year, Cole 
interchanging positions with Milan Jovanovic and Daniel Pacheco with ease, 
Gerrard dictating the game's tempo from deep.  
It was the former Chelsea man, of course, that most of the 31,202 crowd had 
come to see. He fizzed and bubbled as a player of his lavish gifts ought to on his 
first encounter with his new public.  
Liverpool suddenly do not look a two-man team and it was Cole who created the 
opener, a perfectly weighted chipped cross met by an emphatic header from 
Ngog. The Chelsea affiliation is already being forgotten.  
Liverpool's fans, though, are far too grizzled to be fooled by a first impressions.  
Hodgson too, it seems, the club's manager reticent to suggest Cole would be 
employed as a No10 in future despite his strong showing.  
"He can play a lot of positions," said Hodgson. "It depends where we need him 
most and where he will fit in best with the others. You work hard to get him on 
the field and in the position where he will best serve the team. But it is great that, 
on his debut, Joe could show that he will give the crowd a lot of joy this season."  
Such a commodity has been conspicuous by its absence in these parts. There was 
no great joy even as Liverpool overpowered Rabotnicki, the result settled when 
Gerrard converted a penalty won by Ngog, wrestled to the ground clumsily by the 
Brazilian defender Fernando.  
A critic would suggest the hosts should have run riot. Cole curled one over before 
the break, and hit the bar immediately after, by accident rather than design. 
Jovanovic and Maxi Rodriguez were both denied, Ngog might have had a hat-trick.  
No matter. Anfield, though it never filled, emptied in short order after Liverpool's 
presence in this morning's draw for the play-off round was confirmed.  
The conversations were, doubtless, not about the game. Football, for the next 
nine days, does not matter. The hope is that, once Hicks and Gillett are gone, it 
will be the only concern.  
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Cavalieri; Johnson, Carragher, Skrtel, Kelly; Gerrard (Aquilani 
62), Lucas (Spearing 73); Pacheco, Cole, Jovanovich (Maxi 67); Ngog. Subs: Gulacsi 
(g), Kyrgiakos, Wilson, Eccleston. FK Rabotnicki (4-3-3): Bogatinov; Dimovski, 
Belica, Fernando, Adem; Tunevski, Gligorov, Todorovski (Petkovski 88); Ze Carlos 
(Mojsov 62), Fabio Silva (Marcio 81), Wandeir. Subs: Kandikijan (g), Petkovski, 
Sinkovic, Roberto Carlos, Sekulovski. Booked: Ze Carlos.  
Referee: P Sippel (Germany).  
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Liverpool FC 2 Rabotnicki 0 (4-0 on agg): Dominic King sees the Reds 
comfortably ease through in the Europa League 
IF only everything in life was so easy; having arrived at Anfield talking about 
takeovers, Liverpool's supporters scuttled from the famous old ground last night 
discussing a walkover. 
While boardroom battles, finance deals and ownership offers will inevitably 
dominate the landscape for the immediate future, it was a relief that Reds all over 
the land could debate about nothing more complicated or taxing than a facile win. 
Booking their place in the Europa League play-off stage with the minimum of fuss, 
sticking two more unanswered goals past FC Rabotnicki, this was a throwback to 
the good old days when there was nothing more taxing to think about than 
fitness, form and fixtures. 
Unfortunately – or fortunately depending on which way you look at it – the 
situation surrounding the club will remain muddied until Tom Hicks and George 
Gillett disappear into the sunset and Liverpool are finally under new ownership. 
Yet for 90 minutes here, a healthy crowd turned up to watch a team in Red ease 
past inferior opposition and forget about their troubles in the process; it might 
not have been vintage – nor should it be at this stage of the season – but how it 
was welcome. 
Not least by the new manager. 
As with everything he has done during the early weeks of his tenure, Roy Hodgson 
got the tone exactly right, billing the second leg of their Europa League third 
round qualifying tie his “mini debut”. 
He will have overseen more vigorous training sessions in the period since he took 
over from Rafa Benitez but, at the same time, Hodgson will have taken huge 
satisfaction that his dress rehearsal went without a hitch thanks, in the main, to 
two men. 
Step forward Joe Cole and Steven Gerrard. If the gulf between the sides was 
glaringly obvious in Skopje last week, it was even more apparent here as Hodgson 
– for the first time in pre-season – was able to name a starting XI that was top 
heavy with senior names. Anfield was far from full but those who passed through 
the turnstiles last night were anxious to get a glimpse of what the future might be 
like under the new man, particularly when Gerrard and Cole are working in 
tandem. 
Though enthusiasm must be reined in due to the standard of the opposition, the 
early signs were encouraging; a little flick here, a back-heel there, when they 
decided to move through the gears, Rabotnicki heads were sent spinning. 
Should they click together as Hodgson and every other Liverpudlian hopes, it is 
certain they will create an avalanche of chances for Fernando Torres – if the Reds 
do not have the depth of squad that many would hope, there is some consolation 
their front three stands up to the closest scrutiny. 
Inevitably, the two England internationals were involved in the opening goal; 
having won a corner with a shot from distance, Gerrard sped over to one corner 
of the Anfield Road to take the set piece quickly and found Cole lurking on the 
edge of the area. 
Instantly taking control, a change of feet gave him a yard to fire in a cross and he 
did not disappoint, David Ngog powering a header past the helpless Martin 
Bogatinov to give Liverpool the luxury of treating the final 68 minutes as a training 
exercise. 
Ngog, the scourge of Rabotnicki in Macedonia, should have already opened his 
account by that point but the ball got caught between his feet and allowed 
Bogatinov to pilfer the ball from his feet after – who else? – Cole and Gerrard had 
thrillingly combined. 
Normally you would lament missing such a glorious opportunity but the only 
person who had reason to quibble on this occasion was the young Frenchman, as 
he had squandered a chance to improve his goals to games ratio. 
He might not have been as clinical as in the first game – the Parisian could have 
had four by the final whistle – but this was another smart effort and he has clearly 
made an impression on his new manager, as Hodgson made a point of singing 
Ngog's praises in his programme notes. 
“It was pleasing to see David score both goals (in Skopje),” he wrote. 
“He had trained and played very well in Bad Ragaz and we have tried to 
encourage him to use his strengths in a way that will help the team It was good he 
got his rewards, as without goals you don't get headlines.” 
This flurry of action will have worked wonders for his confidence and should he 
maintain his progression, more chances will come – for good measure, he was the 
man brought down just before half-time for the penalty that gave the scoreline a 
more realistic look. 
While some of his team-mates buzzed around by the penalty spot, hoping they 
might get the nod, there was never any doubt that Gerrard would take it, just as 
there was never any doubt that the skipper would convert from 12 yards, rolling 
his effort nonchalantly past Bogatinov. 

 

Walk in the park for Reds 
Liverpool..... 2  
Rabotnicki... 0  
LIVERPOOL fans were happy to see a walkover rather than a takeover last night.  
Their new-look side strolled to an emphatic Europa League victory over a 
desperate Rabotnicki side, with a scoreline that barely did their dominance 
justice.  
New boss Roy Hodgson knows there will be a rather tougher course ahead for the 
opening league game at Anfield against Arsenal he calls his "proper" debut.  
But as a starter he will be satisfied with what was served up.  
Stand-in Reds keeper Diego Cavalieri didn't have a shot to save, and the home 
side attacked almost at will. Hodgson was still without World Cup stars Fernando 
Torres, Pepe Reina and Dirk Kuyt, but there was a pleasing coherence about the 
Reds, especially after goals from David Ngog and Steven Gerrard offered a 
comfortable lead by half time.  
It was certainly a performance to have encouraged the faithful Anfield support 
that turned up in numbers to witness the new manager's debut, and offer him 
solid support in his task of rebuilding the club - despite last week's 2-0 first-leg 
win making this game a formality.  
But they had come to get a glimpse of Joe Cole (left) and his budding partnership 
with his England colleague Gerrard, and the fanatical Liverpool support didn't 
have to wait long to see it blossom.  
You have to factor in just how poor the Macedonian side are before handing out 
plaudits.  
But you can only perform against the opposition in front of you, and Cole was 
simply too good for the visiting defenders. In the first half especially, before he 
tired, he seemed to constantly command both the ball and a yard of space within 
which to express himself, and he used it to devastating effect.  
Perhaps even more pleasingly for new boss Hodgson though, was the fact that the 
big-money summer capture seems to be on the same wavelength as his skipper, 
and threatens to develop a new partnership the Kop can savour.  
Even before the opening goal which settled the crowd and allowed the Reds to 
canter to victory, the duo offered hints of what surely is to follow this season.  
The pair worked well off each other to allow Gerrard to create an exquisite 
through-ball, which young striker Ngog spoiled with an over-confident finish as he 
strolled through unmarked to face the keeper.  
But the French forward made up for that lapse on 22 minutes, when again 
Gerrard and Cole, with this time the new signing floating over a delicious cross 
that Ngog powered into the top corner with a superb header.  
If they didn't know it already from that moment Rabotnicki realised they were 
doomed, and they played as though burdened by that knowledge.  
Their only shot of the first half was from about 75 yards and it almost didn't reach 
the Liverpool keeper, as Anfield rung with ironic cheers.  
The home side created rather more, and so it was with some surprise we had to 
wait until just before the interval for the second goal, when Ngog again showed 
he has improved visibly over the summer.  
He looks bigger and stronger, and seems to have more awareness of his position, 
as he showed with a quite delightful turn from Gerrard's clever header into the 
box.  
The striker flicked the ball back over his own shoulder, and spun past the 
lumbering Rabotnicki centre half Fernando, who threw out a leg and conceded a 
penalty.  
Gerrard converted with some contempt...the same contempt, in fact that 
Liverpool reserved for their sub-standard opponents.  
LIVERPOOL: Cavalieri 6, Johnson 6, Carragher 7, Skrtel 6, Kelly 7, Gerrard 8 
(Aquilani 62, 6), Lucas 7 (Spearing 73, 5), Pacheco 6, Cole 7, Jovanovic 6 
(Rodriguez 67, 5) Ngog 7.  
FK RABOTNICKI: Bogatinov 6, Belica 5, Dimovski 6, Fernando 5, Ze Carlos 6 
(Mojsov, 62, 5), Todorovski 5, Adem 6, da Silva 6, Gligorov 5, Tunevski 6, Wandeir 
5.  
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Martin Kelly, impressive in Skopje last week, moved from right-back to left-back 
with a minimum of fuss, but it is still difficult to put a finger on Ngog. 
His 21st-minute goal was expertly taken. After Steven Gerrard's 25-yard shot 
solicited a good save from Rabotnicki goalkeeper Martin Bogatinov, the resultant 
corner was fed short by the skipper to Cole loitering by the left edge of the area, 
whose curled cross was met by a towering header from the unmarked Ngog that 
crashed in off the underside of the crossbar. 
But while the Frenchman's hold-up play and movement continues to improve, 
earning Liverpool the penalty from which Gerrard struck the second, doubts 
persist over his ruthlessness in front of goal, He was twice put through but dallied 
too long until the chance was lost. 
Rabotnicki confirmed first-leg suspicions that, for all their pluck and vigour, they 
aren't actually very good. As in last week's game, the Macedonians became 
tremendously excited at the mere sight of Diego Cavalieri's goal, Wandeir trying 
his luck from 40 yards and then almost clearing the Kop from nearer in. 
Instead, the action was focused primarily around visiting keeper Bogatinov and his 
defenders. 
Liverpool should have been ahead in the 14th minute. A backheel from Cole rolled 
a Lucas Leiva pass into the path of Gerrard, who instantly put Ngog clear on goal. 
However, the striker waited far too long, allowing Bogatinov to stretch out a hand 
and clear the danger. 
Bogatinov was then alert to another Cole pass almost releasing Pacheco before 
the new boy curled a 20-yard effort narrowly over. 
Liverpool's second arrived five minutes from half-time. 
Rabotnicki centre-back Fernando hauled Ngog to the ground after Lucas had 
helped on a Gerrard corner, and the captain netted the spot-kick. 
Progress effectively sealed, Liverpool eased down the gears after the interval but 
nevertheless only some good goalkeeping and desperate defending helped 
Rabotnicki keep the score down. 
After Cole's attempted cross hit the bar, a Jovanovic run ended with a shot that 
was beaten out by Bogatinov. The goalkeeper then twice denied Cole a debut goal 
at his near post, but could only watch and hope when Ngog's header from a Glen 
Johnson cross drifted inches wide. 
The visitors threw everyone forward in the closing minutes in search of a 

consolation, only for a brave clearance from Kelly and a shot from Marcio that 

struck the post from close range to ensure a second successive clean sheet for 

Hodgson. Not bad. But now for the real stuff. 

Attacking The Kop in the second period, you might have expected Liverpool to run 
up a cricket score but curiously, they failed to add to their tally, despite the best 
efforts of Cole, Dani Pacheco and, when he came on, Maxi Rodriguez. 
Making his first appearance since returning from the World Cup, the popular 
Argentine showed a series of deft touches, one subtle pass almost creating a goal 
for Cole – who will have impressed England's general manager Franco Baldini, sat 
in the director's box – but his shot skidded wide. 
The flow of the game had been disrupted by a succession of substitutions and, 
perhaps, Liverpool let slip their concentration as Rabotnicki came close to 
pilfering a consolation strike when Filip Petkovski struck a post in injury time. 
Mind you, even if they had troubled the scorers, nothing would have deflected 
from the fact this night belonged to Cole and Hodgson. Bigger tests of course, will 
lie in store. 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-1-1): Cavalieri: Johnson, Carragher, Skrtel, Kelly: Cole, Lucas 
(Spearing 73), Gerrard (Aquilani 62), Jovanovic (Rodriguez 67): Pacheco: Ngog. 
FC RABOTNICKI (4-3-3): Bogatinov: Dimovski, Lopes, Belica, Adem: Tunevski, 
Grigorov, Todorovski (Petkovski 88) : Ze Carlos (Mojsov 62), Vanidair, Fabio 
(Marcio 81). 
Goals – Ngog (22), Gerrard (40) 
Bookings – Ze Carlos (20), Mojsov (89) 
Attendance – 31,202 
Referee – Peter Sippel (Germany) 
 

 

Liverpool FC 2, FK Rabotnicki 0 (agg: 4-0): Reds keep it simple on the 
pitch  
IF only changing owners could be this simple. Confusion may reign off the field, 
but on it Liverpool enjoyed another straightforward affair last night. 
Takeover talk made way for a walkover as Roy Hodgson's first home game in 
charge was marked with the expected stroll against Macedonia minnows FK 
Rabotnicki to book their place in today's draw for the UEFA Europa League 
qualifying play-off round. 
Of course, it won't always be this easy. But the new Liverpool manager will be 
grateful for the further encouragement and confidence that will be garnered from 
this result. 
From the moment David Ngog continued his goalscoring start to the campaign by 
heading the opener midway through the first half, this was nothing more than a 
glorified training session, a chance for many of his senior players to gain much-
needed match fitness. 
Inevitable, then, that thoughts should drift to the ongoing jostling for position 
among the runners and riders purportedly ready to take the club off the hands of 
unloved and unwanted American owners Tom Hicks and George Gillett. 
Liverpool's board have urged the talking to stop and potential buyers put words 
into actions with concrete offers, determined to avoid yet another long, drawn-
out takeover saga. 
And for Hodgson, the shadow boxing of pre-season is now at an end with his 
team's next outing the Premier League opener against Arsenal on Sunday week. 
As well as the new manager, this was a first chance for the Anfield faithful to cast 
their eyes over the clutch of summer arrivals with Joe Cole under particular 
scrutiny. 
This was a decent start. Playing off striker Ngog – a role he is sure to reprise when 
Fernando Torres returns to fitness – Cole was given freedom to roam and hasn't 
taken long to develop an understanding with England colleague Steven Gerrard. 
His box of tricks will surely delight a Liverpool support for whom the drudgery 
that sullied so much of the previous campaign remains foremost in the memory. 
Indeed, it was Cole's clever cross that created the goal for Ngog with only the 
woodwork prevented the former Chelsea man from marking his Liverpool with a 
deserved strike of his own. A thumbs-up, too, for Milan Jovanovic, the Serbia 
international who is already fast becoming a crowd favourite with his no-
nonsense approach and never-say-die attitude; the left-footed Dirk Kuyt, if you 
may. 
Kuyt, who sat alongside Pepe Reina in the directors' box last night, is among a 
number of senior players that will go into the campaign without any playing time 
since the World Cup, a reminder of the less than ideal preparation forced upon 
the incoming Hodgson. 
Those absentees meant there were further chances for fringe players to impress 
their new manager. 
Dani Pacheco has missed much of Liverpool's pre-season preparations under 
Hodgson having starred for Spain in their run to the final of the UEFA under-19 
European Championships. Those efforts, though, have not gone unnoticed and, 
after making seven substitute appearances last season, the young Spaniard was 
handed his first starting role. 
Pacheco is very much an unpolished diamond but has once more demonstrated 
enough promise that Liverpool are right to resist overtures from Malaga to take 
him back to his homeland. 
 


