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Palace reap rewards of Grobbelaar’s latest error 
Crystal Palace 1 Liverpool 0  
IT TAKES a born and bred Red not to gloat over a double against the Merseysiders. 
Steve Coppell, the Crystal Palace manager, did not know whether to laugh or cry, 
so he did both. ``There can't be many teams over the past decade who have done 
the double over Liverpool,'' he said with an obvious sense of pride. ``It's horrible.''  
Pleased or not, Coppell was not about to kid himself that a Palace team who had 
won just once in their previous 14 games had beaten even a fully committed, 
never mind full-strength Liverpool on Saturday. It went without saying by Coppell 
that the goal was a gift from Bruce Grobbelaar, the Liverpool goalkeeper.  
Be that as it may, nobody can deny that Palace have won back their dignity and 
more since their visit to Anfield three seasons ago when they found themselves 
on the end of a 9-0 roasting. In this, their fourth win in the last five meetings with 
the former champions, there may have been too much youth in the Palace side 
for its own good, but gone is the naivety of earlier days.  
However much the minds and energies of Liverpool's players may have been 
focused on overturning a two-goal deficit in this Wednesday's Uefa Cup quarter-
final, second leg against Genoa, Graeme Souness, their manager, was, as usual, 
consumed with enough passion for him to be reprimanded by George Courtney, 
the referee, at one stage. Souness presumably decided that, on this occasion, it 
was more prudent to keep his thoughts to himself and declined to attend the 
post-match press conference.  
If the sight of Rush promptly back in harness after his third knee operation of the 
season does not unnerve the Italians, it should, as Coppell said, at least be a boost 
to Liverpool. Coming on as a substitute shortly after half-time, he seemed to 
move fluently enough onto a chance, dug out superbly by Molby under pressure, 
to draw a fine save from Martyn. Molby, himself a second-half substitute, may 
have done just enough to remind Souness that he is the ideal man to load the 
Welshman's musket on Wednesday. With the restriction on ``foreigners'' applying 
in Uefa competitions, it might be a straight choice for one of the four places 
between the Dane and Whelan, who was rested after his recent return from a 
lengthy injury. It seems inevitable that the Zimbabwe-born Grobbelaar will be 
stood down again in order that Liverpool can play four outfield ``foreigners'' all of 
which presumes that a goalkeeper's contribution is of less significance. On 
Saturday, it was anything but. Grobbelaar's goof in the 39th minute decided the 
match. If Liverpool knew in advance which side Grobbelaar would be getting out 
of bed on any given morning, they could legislate for it. Thankfully, they cannot. 
Who would want him any other way? Souness, possibly. Young, the ``old spider'' 
as Coppell calls him, deserves some credit, however, if nothing else, for having 
legs long enough to rob Grobbelaar from behind as the goalkeeper stooped to 
gather the ball before turning to score.  
CRYSTAL PALACE: N Martyn, J Humphrey, L Sinnott, P Mortimer, E Young, A Thorn, 
S Roger, G Southgate, M Bright, C Coleman, E McGoldrick.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar, R Jones, B Venison, S Nicol, J Redknapp (sub: J Molby), 
M Wright, M Marsh (sub: I Rush), I Kozma, M Thomas, J Barnes, R Rosenthal.  
Referee: G Courtney.  
 

 
Flawed for thought 
ITALIANS are not so much connoisseurs of food as of eating, so Genoa will have 
digested Liverpool's flavourless performance at Selhurst Park on Saturday with a 
large pinch of salt.  
They know that the Anfield kitchen will be a hotter place for Wednesday's Uefa 
Cup quarter-final, and that the team ingredients will have changed: different line-
up, different attitude.  
Back will come Whelan, Saunders and McManaman after being rested for 
Saturday's all-but meaningless League game, while Barnes now has a couple of 
matches under his belt after injury and Rush half a game following his third knee 
operation and 33 missed games this season.  
But if Liverpool's performance against Palace did give the Italians something to 
chew over as they plot the defence of their two-goal first-leg lead, it was in key 
areas. In defence, their poor marking on crosses should have brought goals for 
McGoldrick and Bright, both missing from close in, while the Palace through-ball 
kept Wright busy mopping up at the back.  
Perhaps more worrying, given that Genoa are likely to sit back on their lead, was 
the Liverpool midfield's inability to feed their strikers - endlessly twiddling and 
turning but then, like spaghetti on a fork,  
falling away at the crucial moment.  
Then again, Liverpool's midfield are likely to have more space to operate in on 
Wednesday. Palace planned a harrying game and executed it perfectly. 'If they 
play well we'll get beat,' said Steve Coppell. 'So you've got to stop them.'  
His side's fourth win in five games over the club who in 1989 beat them 90 left 
Coppell with mixed feelings, because he is a Liverpool fan. But the recent 
commitment of reserves such as Southgate, Rodger, Coleman, Whyte and 
Osbourn to the task of replacing the departed Gray and Wright and the injured 
Salako and Thomas has perked him up at the fag-end of a season in which Palace 
have only the very outside chance of a Uefa Cup place to play for.  
'Sometimes I've come in in the morning and thought, 'shit, still another seven 
weeks of this to go',' said Coppell, 'and their attitude has geed me up.'  
As it was, a gift of a goal brought the side their first win in six games. Grobbelaar's 
generosity has been a recurring theme of his previous 399 first-team 
appearances, so he probably felt why change for the 400th, this time failing to 
protect the ball sufficiently to prevent Young's outstretched foot stealing it and 
scoring. Later he dropped a high cross, and later still was seen making sliding 
tackles near the centre circle.  
Some will be thankful that his nationality may force him out on Wednesday: 
better he be dropped than the ball.  
SCORER: Crystal Palace: Young (40min).  
Crystal Palace: Martyn; Humphrey, Sinnott, Mortimer, Young, Thorn, Rodger, 
Southgate, Bright, Coleman, McGoldrick.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Jones, Venison, Nicol, Redknapp (Molby, 62), Wright, 
Marsh (Rush, 52), Kozma, Thomas, Barnes, Rosenthal.  
Referee: G Courtney (Spennymoor). 
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BRITISH SOCCER WEEK 
Brucie's blunder boosts Eagles 
Eric Young scored Palace's winner to earn them a League double over Liverpool.  
 
Bruce Grobbelaar allowed Young to slide the ball away from him on the by-line 
beyond the far post, and then watched in horror as the Welsh international 
defender squeezed the ball into the back of the net from the narrowest of angles.  
 
In fact this was one of Grobbelaar's more eccentric performances, with further 
errors in the second half which went unpunished.  
 
A minute after the re-start he spilled another centre at the feet of Simon Rodger, 
but the young midfielder's shot was blocked and then cleared.  
 
And then in the dying minutes, the clown prince of goalkeeping was again caught 
out, when he lost the ball 10 yards out of his area to Palace midfielder Paul 
Mortimer, only to rescue himself with a last ditch hack at the ball.  
 
Mortimer had three other good chances to settle the account more emphatically 
for Steve Coppell's side with the best a 20-yard drive that clipped the angle of 
crossbar and post.  
 
But Young's 40th minute strike proved enough to give Palace a fourth win over 
Liverpool in their last five meetings with the Merseysiders having no cause for 
complaint.  
 
Not even the 52nd minute introduction of sub Ian Rush, coming back after a third 
knee operation this season for only his tenth League appearance, could save the 
day.  
 
He had one snap shot saved by Palace goalkeeper Nigel Martyn, who also denied 
Michael Thomas and Ronnie Rosenthal.  
 
Thomas also squeezed an 88th minute shot just wide of the far post while 
midfielder Mike Marsh, playing as a makeshift striker before Rush's introduction, 
had a `goal' disallowed on the stroke of half-time for handball.  
 
But at least Liverpool looked to have escaped any additional injuries as the 
prepared for the UEFA Cup quarter-final second leg with Italian side Genoa at 
Anfield.  
 
Crystal Palace boss Steve Coppell was later celebrating his side's remarkable 
winning sequence over Liverpool.  
 
The win completed a league double over the Merseysiders and made it four wins 
out of the last five meetings between the teams.  
 
Coppell said afterwards: "I was saying to the players before the game that there 
haven't been many teams to do the double over Liverpool in the last decade let 
alone win four out of five. It was a good performance and I think Chris Coleman 
up front made the difference. He certainly gives us something and has a real 
presence. I was delighted with him."  
 
Coppell preferred to give his Welsh international defender the credit rather than 
blame the Anfield goalkeeper. He added: "I think `spider' did really well. He 
stretched out a leg and for a big man he has some tremendous skills and put the 
goal away well."  
 
Graeme Souness, lectured by referee George Courteney, failed to appear for the 
normal post-match press conference. And when he finally emerged almost an 
hour after the final whistle he headed straight for the Liverpool team coach again 
refusing to comment on his side's performance.   
 


