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Hughes and Ablett sent off in rugged stalemate 
Manchester United 0 Liverpool 0  
AFTER an hour of typically heated and violent skirmishing at Old Trafford 
yesterday, two of the country's premier football clubs had at last established the 
right to play. Yet no sooner had a recognisable game emerged than first Gary 
Ablett and then Mark Hughes were justifiably sent off.  
Apart from confirming that they are physically robust, even when not at their 
strongest, Manchester United and Liverpool offered the viewing public little more 
during the first fixture to be televised live this season. Any meaningful football 
was largely obscured by the relentless aggression that eventually provoked the 
referee to take action.  
If Ablett was unfortunate initially to be booked, since several other shuddering 
tackles had spiced the opening minutes before he fouled Blackmore, he can have 
no qualms about his dismissal. His bodycheck, as Kanchelskis accelerated past 
him, was overtly illegitimate and worthy of a second caution.  
Hughes deserved to go as well for pure irresponsibility and evil intent. After he 
had tangled with Burrows in one of the numerous hefty collisions that littered the 
afternoon, there was no need for him to indulge in verbal warfare or, worse still, 
to thrust his head towards that of his opponent.  
Minimal contact may have been made, but his foolish action, perpetrated in front 
of the Stretford End and interpreted as violent conduct, will earn him an enforced 
rest.  
He will automatically be unavailable for the three domestic games after the home 
match against Arsenal, a meeting ominously heavy with significance, in a 
fortnight.  
Much publicity has been attached to Liverpool's poor state of health, but, as Alex 
Ferguson has pointed out, his side is arguably even more depleted.  
They can scarcely afford to lose one of their leading scorers so unnecessarily as 
they attempt to regain the title they last won a quarter of a century ago.  
They remain unbeaten and four points clear of Leeds United with a game in hand, 
but their failure to unhinge Liverpool's makeshift and inexperienced defence, as 
well as the Greeks of PAE Athinaikos until extra time in mid-week, indicates that 
they have lost the impetus so evident earlier in the season.  
While Robson is in command of their midfield, though, their standards will not 
drop far. Justifiably named as the man of the match by Ian St John, commentating 
on television, a decision which angered the supporters of his own former club, he 
alone created time for himself. Everybody else seemed to be playing at twice his 
speed.  
Paid the compliment of being marked specifically by Burrows, a tactic employed 
against Gascoigne last season, Robson still caused the greatest anxiety for 
Hooper. Liverpool's goalkeeper, preferred to Grobbelaar who was celebrating his 
34th birthday, was forced to make his lone acrobatic save on the half-hour.  
There were scrambles after the interval in his goalmouth, especially when McClair 
rolled the ball gently across it, but United's attack was contained principally by 
the admirable Nicol. Jones, bought for Pounds 300,000 from Crewe Alexandra on 
Friday, made a promising debut at right back.  
Little was seen of Liverpool's own front line, where the contribution of Saunders 
was again negligible. He was withdrawn with a damaged knee at half-time. Rush, 
occupied more in a defensive role, has yet to score in 23 appearances against 
United, a barren sequence spanning a decade.  
Ther were, inevitably, casualties. Apart from Saunders, Jones and Ince were taken 
off and so was Phelan, who sustained the most serious injury, a broken rib, as he 
fell under the weight of Walters. The damage, considering the ferocity of the 
occasion, was mercifully slight. 
 
 

 
Two sent marching as big guns are spiked 
MANCHESTER United and Liverpool set about each other like warring 
dreadnoughts at Old Trafford yesterday but failed to hit each other's magazines. 
The result was dramatic, painful and goalless - and before the gunsmoke had 
cleared, several men were reported missing in action.  
Manchester United lost Mike Phelan with a cracked rib shortly before half-time 
after a sharp encounter with Walters on the United byline. In the second half they 
also had Mark Hughes sent off, the result of an attempted head-butt on Burrows 
in which the nature of the Welshman's intent was more serious than any contact 
made.  
By then Liverpool were already down to 10 men, having had Gary Ablett 
dismissed for two bookable offences: a crude hack from behind on Blackmore at 
the start of the game, followed by a trip on Kanchelskis which almost sent the 
Soviet winger into orbit just past the hour.  
In terms of commitment and ferocity of combat the fixture lived up to its billing. 
But the overall quality of the football suffered from the dourness of its mood. 
Subtlety and imagination were at a premium and clear scoring opportunities were 
rare.  
Manchester United now lead the First Division by four points rather than six, but 
with a game in hand over their closest rivals, Leeds United, they can still sit out 
the next fortnight in a position of comparative security. There are no First Division 
fixtures this weekend because of England's European Championship qualifier a 
week on Wednesday.  
The following Saturday Arsenal, the League champions, visit Old Trafford, exactly 
12 months after the brawl with United led to both clubs being fined pounds 
50,000 by the Football Association, with League points deducted. If this encounter 
reaches a similar pitch of intensity the occasion should prove an interesting test of 
how well lessons have been learned.  
Liverpool rarely looked like winning yesterday but Graeme Souness, who played a 
half for the reserves on Saturday, will have taken more than a little satisfaction at 
holding the League leaders on their own ground at a time when Anfield's playing 
resources have seldom been so depleted.  
The assured performance of Rob Jones, Liverpool's pounds 300,000 signing from 
Crewe, at right-back was remarkable for a player brought from obscurity only 48 
hours earlier.  
Jones watched everything, shirked nothing and in the end paid for his courage by 
coming off worse in a tackle with Hughes, giving way to Marsh in the same minute 
that saw the departure of Ablett.  
The loss of Hughes nine minutes later virtually ended any practical hope United 
had of breaking down the centre of a makeshift Liverpool defence in which Nicol, 
normally a full-back, again proved his versatility.  
Short-handed though he was, Souness still felt able to drop Bruce Grobbelaar on 
the Zimbabwean goalkeeper's 34th birthday. Hooper, his replacement, was rarely 
put under sustained pressure by the United attack but still had to make sharp 
saves from Robson, Kanchelskis and Giggs.  
Five minutes from the end of the game he risked a red card by sprinting beyond 
the Liverpool penalty area to clear a ball from Blackmore with a nudge of a 
shoulder; a few inches lower and he would have joined Ablett and Hughes in the 
dressing rooms.  
Consistently though Manchester United attacked, their football lacked the wit to 
disturb Liverpool's deep defensive lines. Burrows was detailed to keep Robson in 
check and the main danger to Liverpool in the second half stemmed from the 
ease with which McClair drifted past the flagging McMahon. At least Phelan's 
misfortune introduced Kanchelskis's pace to the stalemate sooner rather than 
later.  
Liverpool replaced the expensive but ineffective Saunders with McManaman for 
the second half but the youngster's ability to take the ball past defenders was 
rarely seen. In the 59th minute Rush, still to score against United after 23 
attempts, found Burrows in space just outside the penalty area but the shot was 
weak and wide.  
Otherwise Liverpool's ambitions seldom ventured beyond the draw they 
eventually achieved and Schmeichel, United's Danish goalkeeper, came off having 
faced not a single shot on target.  
Manchester United: Schmeichel; Phelan (Kanchelskis, 44min), Irwin, Bruce, 
Blackmore, Pallister, Robson, Ince (Donaghy, 88), McClair, Hughes, Giggs.  
Liverpool: Hooper; Ablett, Burrows, Nicol, Jones (Marsh 66), Tanner, Saunders 
(McManaman, h-t), Houghton, Rush, Walters, McMahon.  
Referee: M Reed (Birmingham). 
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BRITISH SOCCER WEEK 
A snore draw 
Mark Hughes and Gary Ablett were sent off as Manchester United and Liverpool 
served up a massive turn-off as live soccer returned to the nation's television 
screens.  
Hughes, nicknamed "Sparky" by Old Trafford team mates, short-circuited in the 
74th minute of a dismal affair when he aimed a headbutt at Liverpool's David 
Burrows as the pair tangled on the Liverpool byline.  
Seven minutes earlier Ablett had also been shown the red card by Birmingham 
referee Mike Reed after a body check on flying Soviet winger Andrei Kanchelskis. 
The Liverpool defender had already been booked as early as the fifth minute for a 
similar clattering challenge, this time on Clayton Blackmore.  
The dismissals will probably remain the only incidents remembered from an 
instantly forgettable encounter between two of England's top clubs and fiercest 
rivals.  
Certainly those armchair fans tuning in to examine United's championship 
credentials after a 10-match unbeaten start to the new season and those 
interested to see what has gone wrong at Liverpool will have been left none the 
wiser.  
Liverpool failed to fire a single shot on target throughout a frantic 90 minutes 
while United were not much better. Admittedly Liverpool goalkeeper Mike 
Hooper, preferred to regular Bruce Grobbelaar on Grobbelaar's 34th birthday, 
was forced to show why Anfield manager Graeme Souness preferred him. His best 
save came in the 34th minute when he produced an acrobatic one handed save to 
keep out a goalbound shot from United captain Bryan Robson, later named as 
man of the match to boost his hopes of an England recall.  
Hooper also palmed away a dangerous 64th minute cross from Ryan Giggs and 
blocked an effort from Kanchelskis as United tried to break through Liverpool's 
stubborn defence and continue their fine record against their near neighbours 
having lost just once in the nine previous Old Trafford meetings.  
But the match exploded into action of the wrong sort with 23 minutes to go when 
Ablett was banished from the action.  
Hughes followed shortly afterwards as the match threatened to boil over through 
frustration and lack of discipline.  
Watching England manager Graham Taylor, sitting alongside his Scotland 
counterpart Andy Roxburgh, will have gleaned little worthwhile information from 
this match.  
And those dismissals apart the match was more an advert for the traditional 
Sunday afternoon armchair snooze than a glowing example of the best English 
soccer can serve up.  
Graeme Souness left Old Trafford beaming despite Ablett being sent off.  
Ablett's dismissal did not take the gloss off Liverpool's performance for Souness. 
He said: "We worked very hard and I am delighted to get a point. People didn't 
give us much of a chance but I'm happy the way things went. We had a makeshift 
team out. Our goalkeeper didn't know he was playing until just an hour before the 
kick off and we had a 19-year- old making his debut after just two days at the 
club."  
United manager Alex Ferguson was less pleased saying: "We should have won. 
We were the better team in the second half but we got too caught up in the 
passion of the game. If we had put our foot on the ball I think we would have 
murdered them but it was one of those 100 mile an hour games."  
About the Hughes sending-off he added: "Television shows that he did not 
connect with him but it was silly to show intent."  
Souness' version of the Ablett red card was: "The referee decided he committed a 
second bookable offence so he had to go. I thought the first booking was a wee 
bit harsh and you're always on tenterhooks after that."  
But Souness preferred to concentrate on the positive outcomes from the match - 
the debut of 19-year-old 300,000 pound signing Jones, formerly with fourth 
division Crewe Alexandra, and Hooper's display as goalkeeper.  
Souness said: "Rob has only been at the club two days before playing a game like 
this so his performance was a bonus. The right side of defence has been a 
problem for us but it looks as if this boy is going to be some player."  
And he explained his decision to axe Grobbelaar, saying: "Hooper's form has been 
so good I thought he deserved a chance, especially as I have been disappointed in 
Bruce's form, and Mike did exceptionally well for us." 
 


