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Rush’s return is just in time 
Liverpool 1 Aston Villa 1  
GRAEME Souness's fear that the less-experienced members of his present 
Liverpool side may find it difficult to sustain an adequate level of consistency, 
would appear accurate.  
As they await the return of those injured senior players, Liverpool have been 
doing little more than marking time, trying to accumulate enough points to retain 
an interest in the championship. Souness was the first to admit that his players 
looked jaded against a Villa side which must have felt somewhat aggrieved at a 
failure to take all three points on offer.  
``We did not play as well as in recent weeks,'' the Liverpool manager said. ``At the 
end of the day, I was glad to pick up a point.''  
The beginning of the end of Souness's problems may now be in sight, for on 
Saturday, Rush became the first of the club's long-term casualties to return, 
cantering through the final 21 minutes of a game which had long since lost its 
direction and its appeal.  
Ironically, Rush was brought on to replace Saunders, whose decision to join 
Liverpool, rather than Everton, had its roots in a desire to perform alongside the 
man he partners in the Welsh national side. ``He was tired after his international 
appearance in midweek,'' Souness said of Saunders, whose withdrawal means 
that the Welshmen have yet to play together at club level.  
A game which had initially promised much degenerated into a tedious spectacle 
after Villa's exemplary early football had yielded a goal of great quality, and 
Liverpool's sheer persistence had produced a controversial equaliser.  
Midway through the first half, Richardson's accurate drive from 18 yards should 
have provided the visitors with a platform upon which to build a comfortable 
victory, but, having seized the initiative, they seemed reluctant to increase the 
tempo of their football at a time when Liverpool's makeshift defence was 
struggling to contain Regis and Atkinson.  
Liverpool's approach play was so desolate and their passing so inaccurate that a 
recovery seemed inconceivable until Rosenthal fell to the ground in theatrical 
fashion, six minutes before the interval, after a brush deep inside the penalty area 
with McGrath, whose manager, Ron Atkinson, felt had given an excellent display 
of central defensive play.  
The referee, Michael Peck, was well-positioned to adjudicate on what appeared 
to be an accidental and innocuous collision and he immediately awarded a 
penalty which was converted by Walters.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Ablett, D Burrows, S Nichol, M Marsh, N Tanner, D 
Saunders (sub: I Rush), R Houghton, S McManamam, M Walters, R Rosenthal (sub: 
S Harkness).  
ASTON VILLA: N Spink; D Kubicki, S Staunton, S Teale, P McGrath, K Richardson, A 
Daley (sub: D Yorke), C Regis, D Atkinson (sub: K Nielsen), G Cowans, P Mortimer.  
Referee: M Peck. 
 

 
Anfield faithful given little to shout about 
A PARTICULARLY vicious and venomous form of griping, the sort most fans 
normally reserve for the opposition, regularly dripped like acid rain at Anfield 
during the latter days of Kenny Dalglish. Nobody, from Barnes to Grobbelaar, was 
immune. Now there is silence.  
Perhaps the moaners and the back-biters fear that on the way home a certain 
moustachioed man in an expensive suit will step out of the dark and clutch them 
by the throat. 'Only jokin', Graeme lad. Honest.'  
However, Souness will be aware that the Kop, although altogether more loyal, are 
not producing the sustained vocal support he would wish for. The nearest they 
came to a genuine roar on Saturday was when Rush was announced as a 
substitute and then entered, centre stage, in the second half.  
Ironically, he replaced Saunders, the man bought to play alongside him in Welsh 
harmony but whose legs were suffering from post-Brazilian tiredness and acute 
defending by McGrath and Teale. 'A wee bit jaded,' was how Souness described 
the whole team performance, with a slightly menacing lift of an eyebrow.  
McGrath was outstanding for Villa, without a win in five games, every Liverpool 
attack seemingly attracted to his head and feet like migrant birds to a lighthouse 
beam. 'As good a display of central defending as I have ever seen,' Ron Atkinson 
purred.  
So the Liverpool penalty was a double injustice. Rosenthal flicked the ball beyond 
McGrath and then ran straight into him. It looked like a professional dive. Michael 
Peck thought otherwise.  
With a trace more self-belief Villa should have won. This Liverpool team, shorn of 
McMahon, Whelan, Wright and Barnes, does not have the experience or strength 
to assert itself for sustained periods and it was Villa's more seasoned members, 
notably Cowans, McGrath and Regis, who constantly made the play.  
The suspended England player McMahon is available for Wednesday's Uefa Cup 
match against Kuusysi Lahti, which will be a relief for Souness, whom Uefa rules 
oblige to omit two 'foreigners' from Grobbelaar, Nicol, Saunders, Houghton, 
Rosenthal and Rush.  
Although the Finns ought to be disposed of with the minimum of fuss, Liverpool's 
next three away matches against Leeds, Manchester United and Chelsea will 
further test the team's resilience under extreme injury pressure.  
Tanner was solid enough but Marsh faded. McManaman, although frequently a 
delight, was not as influential as he ought to have been against a nervous Kubicki, 
while Walters, who recently said he had 'not been bought to replace Barnes', left 
nobody in doubt about the truth of these words.  
The class act of the afternoon was Villa's goal, Atkinson bamboozling Ablett and 
Richardson striking nut-sweet.  
SCORERS: Liverpool: Walters, pen (39min). Aston Villa: Richardson (25).  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Ablett, Burrows, Nicol, Marsh, Tanner, Saunders (Rush, 69), 
Houghton, McManaman, Walters, Rosenthal (Harkness, 69)  
Aston Villa: Spink; Kubicki, Staunton, Teale, McGrath, Richardson, Daley (Yorke, 
50), Regis, Atkinson (Nielsen, 83), Cowans, Mortimer.  
Referee: G Peck (Kendal). 
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Liverpool make a meagre point 
LIVERPOOL 1 ASTON VILLA 1  
LIVERPOOL 1(4-4-2): Grobbelaar; Ablett, Marsh, Burrows Nicol; Tanner, 
McManaman, Houghton, Walters; Saunders (sub: Rush 68min), Rosenthal (sub: 
Harkness 68min).  
ASTON VILLA 1(4-3-3): Spink; Kubicki, Teale, McGrath, Staunton; Richardson, 
Cowans, Mortimer; Daley (sub: Yorke 43min), Regis, Atkinson (sub: Nielsen 
89min).  
Goals: Richardson (25min) 0-1; Walters (pen 39min) 1-1.  
Weather: overcast, cool. Ground: Good.  
Referee: M Peck (Kendal).  
LIVERPOOL did not look like championship contenders at Anfield, and may need 
all their injured players back before mounting a credible challenge. Barnes, 
Whelan, Molby and Wright are all indisposed, and Rush, who came off the 
substitutes' bench in the second half, was having his first outing of the season.  
Aston Villa, who needed a good result after recent setbacks, well deserved their 
point and must have been a trifle disappointed not to have snatched all three.  
The incident that spoilt their afternoon came after 39 minutes when McGrath, 
who was outstanding, was adjudged to have pushed Rosenthal in the penalty 
area. Villa's players were clearly unhappy with the decision of the referee, but the 
response of their former teammate, Walters, was unsympathetic. He converted 
the spot-kick.  
This equalised a fine 25th-minute goal by Richardson which rewarded Villa's 
greater fluency.  
The match was a clash between the summer's big spenders. In the red corner 
were Liverpool, who paid more than Pounds 6m for Saunders, Wright and 
Walters. In the white corner were Villa, who have bought seven players with the 
proceeds of the sale of Platt to Bari, as well as signing Sealey and Regis on free 
transfers.  
Liverpool were hoping to improve on three consecutive victories, whereas Villa 
were aiming to arrest a slide which followed an encouraging start to the season.  
Ron Atkinson, Villa's high-profile manager, must have been pleased with his 
investments. Richardson, an underrated member of Arsenal's title-winning team 
in 1989, Cowans and Mortimer formed a sound midfield partnership, and they 
deprived Liverpool's strike force of Saunders and Rosenthal of the service they 
craved.  
Villa's defence seldom looked like being breached, and in attack they were well 
served by Regis, one of the most sprightly 33-year-olds in the game, and Dalian 
Atkinson, restored to the team after an enforced absence.  
Rosenthal, Liverpool's Israeli international forward, is more effective as a 
substitute than when he starts a match, while Saunders, the record signing from 
Derby County, is not making the impact expected. Both were taken off midway 
through the second half in a vain attempt by Graeme Souness to change the 
pattern.  
With four players injured and another, McMahon, suspended, this was the 
weakest Liverpool side on paper for some years. But visitors to Anfield never find 
it easy, whatever Liverpool's personnel, and Villa did well to impose themselves in 
the hectic early stages.  
The first chance fell to Regis, who rounded Liverpool's defence, but his finish left 
much to be desired. At the other end, Walters was much closer with a rasping 
volley after Rosenthal had turned his marker inside out.  
Having survived that scare, Villa began to move sweetly and if anything their goal 
was overdue. Teale's long, searching pass found Atkinson on the edge of the area. 
He brushed Ablett aside with surprising ease before setting up Richardson, whose 
crisp drive from 15 yards was too accurate for Grobbelaar.  
Villa's progress was abruptly checked six minutes before the interval. Rosenthal 
went down under McGrath's innocuous challenge and Walters made the most of 
the referee's flawed penalty decision.  
In the second half Liverpool, who badly missed McMahon's tigerish tackles, 
pushed forward more in desperation than inspiration.  
The last throw of the dice by Souness was to make a double substitution, sending 
on Rush and Harkness for Rosenthal and Saunders. Rush was almost immediately 
involved when Teale appeared to hold him down in the area as he bore down on 
Spink. This time, however, the referee waved play on, much to the chagrin of the 
Kop.  
Teale dealt with nearly everything that came his way, but blotted his copybook 
shortly before half-time when he clattered into Walters after the Liverpool winger 
had been sent clear by Houghton's sweeping pass. That earned him a yellow card.  

 

 
 
 


