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Speedie makes a timely impact 
Manchester United 1 - Liverpool 1  
TWO former national captains committed elementary blunders at Old Trafford 
yesterday and prevented their clubs from gaining impetus in a championship race 
that promises to be closer than had been predicted. The errors of Glenn Hysen, of 
Sweden and Liverpool, and Bryan Robson, of England and Manchester United, 
cancelled each other out.  
So, on a wider scale, did the two sides. Liverpool, who lie behind Arsenal on goal 
difference and with a game in hand, were marginally the more convincing in the 
first half. United, who are 11 points behind the leaders in fifth place, were the 
more threatening in the second.  
The fine balance of the televised fixture revolved largely around two unlikely 
incidents. The first featured Hysen and his inexplicable reaction to a corner 
floated over by Lee Sharpe, the most productive source for United on the left 
flank, in the 26th minute.  
Liverpool, deposed by Arsenal a fortnight ago, had until then given no indication 
that their comparatively unsuccessful sequence might continue. After dropping a 
mere two points in their first 13 games, they had since collected only 13 from 
their last nine.  
Steve McMahon had grazed the bar with a volley, extended Les Sealey with a 
drive, and United had been restricted to attempts from long range. But, in 
choosing to meet Sharpe's corner with his hand when under no visible pressure, 
Hysen shoved the advantage in their favour.  
Steve Nicol, curiously enough, had given them a similar helping hand at the end of 
October. He intervened equally unnecessarily during the Rumbelows Cup tie, 
Steve Bruce put United ahead, and the evening ended with Liverpool losing not 
only their place in the competition but also their unbeaten record.  
Bruce, who had missed a penalty in the Rumbelows Cup replay against 
Southampton last month, scored his eighth of the season and United were 
momentarily a raging fire. Robson fanned the flames from another corner with a 
typically powerful header, which was parried athletically by Bruce Grobbelaar.  
Yet United's leader in turn doused them five minutes before the interval. 
Unopposed, he considered the possibilities near his own byline before striking his 
clearance directly at David Burrows standing halfway inside United's territory. 
Within a few seconds, to the benefit of David Speedie, Liverpool were level.  
They still required the bemusing trickery of John Barnes to create the goal. He 
weaved his way through a queue of defenders which included Mike Phelan, Neil 
Webb, Robson, and Denis Irwin, before lofting a cross. Sealey, stretching, could do 
no more than shove the ball on to the left boot of the new Liverpool acquisition.  
Within 40 minutes, Speedie, with a crisp volley at the far post, achieved more 
than his partner during his whole career. In 22 attempts, Ian Rush has yet to score 
against United and he was never offered even the faintest opportunity of ending 
his extraordinarily prolonged run.  
As well as protecting their own unbeaten sequence, which stretches back to the 
home defeat by Chelsea at the end of November, United fashioned enough 
openings to enhance the claims of their manager. Alex Ferguson believed that a 
victory would have thrust them back into genuine contention for the title.  
Gary Ablett was principally responsible for holding them back. Although initially 
he did so illegitimately, and was booked for baulking Mark Hughes, he led 
Liverpool's resistance. Apart from nodding a Hughes header off the line, he made 
several other crucial interventions in the closing stages.  
The game ended amid controversy when Grobbelaar, advancing too far and 
finding himself stranded outside his own area, deliberately deflected Brian 
McClair's pass with his gloves. The crowd appealed for the Liverpool goalkeeper 
to be sent off, but the referee is not empowered to take such action for the 
offence.  
``The ball was going to Mark Hughes,'' Ferguson said. ``And it probably cost us the 
chance of a goal. They will be happy that he got only a yellow card.'' Yet Fifa's 
directive states specifically that a deliberate handball is not worthy of a red card. 
 
 

 
Liverpool grab a point with two hands 
LIVERPOOL left Old Trafford yesterday well content with the draw that enabled 
them to draw level on points with Arsenal at the top of the First Division with a 
match to spare and grateful that, for the moment, players who deliberately 
handle the ball to prevent a goal are not being sent off.  
Liverpool deserved to take a point from a game which contained more heavy 
drama than flowing football, but Bruce Grobbelaar left the pitch at the end to 
chants of 'cheat, cheat' for the method he used to deny United a probable match-
winner in the 88th minute.  
A low cross from Wallace on the right caught the defence square and found 
Sharpe and McClair converging on the ball as it rolled towards Liverpool's 18-yard 
line. With no defender close enough to clear the danger, Grobbelaar raced from 
goal and beyond the penalty area to scoop the ball away illegally with a hand.  
Ray Lewis showed Liverpool's goalkeeper the yellow card amid Old Trafford howls 
for his dismissal. Next season, if the Football Association has its way and Fifa's 
international board agrees, this sort of offence will be regarded as a professional 
foul punishable by a sending-off.  
Liverpool's defence, while still by no means sure of itself in the air, otherwise 
performed efficiently enough. Hysen conceded the penalty that gave Manchester 
United the lead with a gratuitous handball, but otherwise the Swede, just back 
from suspension, managed to restrict the in-form Hughes to the merest handful 
of scoring opportunities. Ablett's distribution was sometimes awry but he too 
made some important interceptions.  
Kenny Dalglish fielded an odd hybrid of a side with Staunton, whose strength lies 
in his left foot, on the right and Beardsley left to his own devices with the ITV 
commentary team. But the midfield partnership of McMahon and Whelan 
regained much of its old power and influence and this more than anything kept 
United at bay once Liverpool had brought the scores level.  
Thereby hung a quirky tale. Rush has still not scored against United in 22 
attempts, but Speedie did the trick within 39 minutes of his first appearance in a 
Liverpool shirt. The 31-year-old Scot, signed from Coventry four days earlier for 
Pounds 675,000, began as though in a dream, which was hardly surprising, but 
then struck up a steady rapport with Rush.  
Manchester United looked likely winners all the while Sharpe was outstripping 
the right-hand side of the Liverpool defence and delivering the sort of crosses 
which nowadays are apt to find Grobbelaar at odds with his centre-backs.  
After 26 minutes Hysen rose with Pallister to meet a corner from Sharpe and 
knocked the ball on with a hand. Bruce scored his 11th goal of the season with his 
eighth success from the penalty spot.  
Seven minutes before half-time Robson met Irwin's corner with a fierce header 
that Grobbelaar deflected to safety with typical agility. That proved to be the 
game's turning point. In the next minute Burrows intercepted a much weaker 
headed clearance from the United captain and Barnes made a brief but telling 
contribution to the result.  
He cut inside and dribbled to the left-hand byline before catching Sealey flat-
footed in the middle of goal with a superb cross. The United goalkeeper could 
only help the ball on to the far post and Speedie's predatory instincts did the rest.  
Manchester United lost Webb early in the second half with a hamstring injury that 
could keep him out for three weeks, and while the introduction of Wallace gave 
their attack extra speed they did not regain their earlier momentum until the last 
few minutes of the match.  
Even after Grobbelaar's dubious intervention Liverpool still found themslves 
having to block off a succession of goal-bound shots. But they had given a much 
more controlled performance than of late, even if Crystal Palace remained the 
only immediate beneficiaries of the weekend's results.  
Manchester United: Sealey; Irwin, Blackmore, Bruce, Phelan (Martin, 85min), 
Pallister, Robson, Webb (Wallace, 51), McClair, Hughes, Sharpe.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Hysen, Burrows, Nicol, Whelan, Ablett, Speedie, Staunton, 
Rush, Barnes, McMahon.  
Referee: R Lewis (Great Bookham). 

 


