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Rush cuts a short, sharp swath through Forest

Liverpool 2 Nottingham Forest 0

IT WILL be some time before Liverpool assume the imperious form expected of
them but even at this early stage they are a proficient and entertaining side.

This was hardly a vintage performance but if the hesitancy that swept through a
previously secure defence in the latter stages is dismissed, it was competent and
sufficiently enduring to deny Forest a point which, on a day of more even fortune,
they may have claimed.

Although largely outplayed, Forest rallied as the game neared its climax, only to
see Beardsley guarantee a Liverpool victory with a well-taken goal in the 85th
minute.

Further evidence that Kenny Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, is difficult to please
arrived shortly before kick-off with news of the reinstatement of Beardsley, the
England forward who had failed to make even the substitutes' bench during last
Saturday's victory over Sheffield United.

Molby, who had distinguished himself at Bramall Lane, was omitted but, with his
manager renowned for placing the welfare of his team before the feelings of any
individual, he can hardly have been surprised by the decision. The League
champions' defence was also subject to change, the injured Nicol replaced by
Venison.

Brian Clough, the Forest manager, chose to replace the unwell Hodge with Keane,
an untried youngster from Cork, and there was no place for the gifted, if erratic,
Carr, who has been dislodged by Starbuck.

The switches in personnel did nothing to disrupt Liverpool's impeccable sense of
timing and rhythm but the same could not be said of Forest, who emerged
unscathed from a period of early pressure more by good fortune than by good
judgment.

Liverpool often argue that many of their more cohesive moves go unrewarded
and on this occasion the argument was watertight. Forest almost found
themselves two goals in arrears within 90 seconds of the start.

After 15 seconds, Rush rapped a shot against the inside of an upright and a
minute later Beardsley drove across the face of a relatively unobstructed
goalmouth after Houghton's long ball had dropped behind a static defence.
Liverpool squandered a third opportunity in the 37th minute when McMahon
broke free down the centre, only to shoot tamely wide from a position of
promise.

With Forest more resolute in defence after the interval, their attacks held more
promise and Crosby was unfortunate to see a drive drift fractionally wide after 47
minutes. If Forest spirits were buoyed by that, they were to be deflated five
minutes later when Liverpool succeeded in pressing home their advantage.
Barnes swept past three defenders before delivering a perfectly weighted pass to
Rush, who drilled home from ten yards. Rush went close two minutes later after
excellent work by McMahon but his shot hit the underside of the bar and
bounced away.

LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Hysen, D Burrows, B Venison, R Whelan, G Gillespie,
P Beardsley (sub: R Rosenthal), R Houghton, | Rush, J Barnes, S McMahon.
NOTTINGHAM FOREST: M Crossley; B Laws, B Williams, D Walker, S Chettle, R
Keane, G Crosby, G Parker, N Clough, N Jemson, P Starbuck. .

Referee: P Tyldsley.
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Walker outshone by Liverpool’s sparkle
AFTER their afternoon of head tennis with Sheffield United, Liverpool relished the
cultured challenge of Forest last night, especially as goals by Rush and Beardsley
gave them the victory they deserved.
Here were two cut-glass sides, but while Liverpool sparkled Forest looked as
though they needed an extra polish. They were able to suppress Liverpool's
enormous appetite for goals but were unable to deny their insatiable lust for
victory.
Forest have not won at Anfield for 20 years, but against a Liverpool side on top
form they had a damned good try and made the match a cracking contest.
Almost before bums had been put on seats Liverpool were on the attack. 'l
haven't settled down yet," a supporter complained. Neither had Forest or Des
Walker, and Peter Beardsley, left out last Saturday, had no intention of allowing
them to do so.
He could have engineered a two-goal lead for Liverpool by the second minute,
first heading down to give Rush a shot that hit the post and then rolling his own
shot narrowly wide of an open goal.
But Forest were not the 'walking pansies' that their manager Brian Clough had
accused them of being on an April visit to Merseyside, although not to Anfield,
and they came back strongly.
Walker's superb positioning soaked up Liverpool's starbursts, but Forest's
Starbuck, preferred to Carr, and Keane, replacing an unwell Hodge, were unequal
to the task. Indeed it was into the lions' den for Keane, a 19-year-old Pounds
15,000 summer signing from Cork, but just before half-time he had his chance of
glory with a powerful strike blocked by Hysen.
There were thunderbolts at the other end, all from McMahon and all narrowly
wide, and at half-time Liverpool had nothing to show for Beardsley's opening
endeavour and a dash of Barnes's vintage Anfield reserve, which left even the
admirable Walker standing.
At the start of the second half Rush set off as if he had heard the bell, taking the
ball with him and beating Laws, but again Walker was the saviour. The Forest
winger Crosby, getting the idea, fastened on to the clearance but shot wide.
When Barnes was through at the other end and the goalkeeper, Crossley, was off
his line and beaten, Forest had to thank Walker once again. But a few seconds
later Barnes beat both Laws and Clough and when his pass found Rush the striker
took his time, picked his spot and put Liverpool ahead.
A few minutes later, after a devastating run by McMahon on the left, Rush hit the
underside of the bar. And when McMahon parted the defence again he was off
target himself.
With Rosenthal already warming up to replace him, Beardsley, to the delight of
the home supporters in the crowd of 33,663, made it 2-0 with a low drive in the
82nd minute.
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Hysen, Burrows, Venison, Whelan, Gillespie, Beardsley,
Houghton, Rush, Barnes, McMahon.
Nottingham Forest: Crossley; Laws, Williams, Walker, Chettle, Keane, Crosby,
Parker, Clough, Jemson, Starbuck.
Referee: P Tyldesley (Stockport).
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