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Grobbelaar makes a match of it 
Full Text : 
COPYRIGHT 1990 The Times  
Byline: Stuart Jones, Football Correspondent  
Queen's Park Rangers 2 Liverpool 2  
Liverpool's place in the FA Cup, as well as their ambitions of completing an 
historic double, were severely endangered at Loftus Road yesterday afternoon. 
Yet they survived and remain the favourites to win both of the principal domestic 
competitions, in spite of the damage inflicted by their own goalkeeper.  
Bruce Grobbelaar is an appealing exhibitionist of an athlete, who is sharp and 
agile enough to act as a sweeper and provide an extra dimension to Liverpool's 
flat back four. But occasionally the showman is prone to making grotesque errors 
of judgement which provide an extra spur to the opposition.  
He did so in the 29th minute and transformed the balance of the sixth round 
televised tie. Consequently, Liverpool, who had been coasting through an 
apparently comfortable passage into the last four, were unexpectedly caught in a 
tempest during which their hopes might have been submerged.  
Queen's Park Rangers initially offered them, and Barnes in particular, an 
extravagant amount of room. The England winger, relishing the freedom afforded 
him by Bardsley, created one opening for himself and two more for Rush before 
Grobbelaar radically altered the balance with almost his first contribution.  
Clarke, posing aerial problems which eventually persuaded Kenny Dalglish to 
replace Venison with the taller Gillespie, had been blatantly pushed inside the 
area by Hysen within the opening few minutes. The offence, though worthy of a 
penalty, was ignored but the Rangers centre forward found his own retribution.  
In flicking on Sansom's long ball, he released Barker on the right. His cross, floated 
beyond the far post, became menacing only when Grobbelaar chose to attempt to 
catch it with one hand. He merely flapped it down to the feet of Wilkins who 
promptly volleyed Rangers into the lead.  
The goal was potentially significant. Rangers, beaten only twice in 19 games since 
Don Howe took over as coach, had conceded only one themselves at home this 
year. Requiring something special to breach the seemingly impregnable fortress, 
Liverpool found it, but not before their composure had been shaken.  
As well as uncharacteristically complaining petulantly to the referee, Brian Hill 
(and to his replacement, Kevin Lynch, after Hill had been injured in a collision with 
Clarke) three of their players Venison, Nicol and Whelan were booked for 
unusually ill disciplined challenges. Rangers, meanwhile, were performing like 
Liverpool at their most fluent.  
But Barnes again altered the course of the tie with a free kick born out of a 
Brazilian imagination and executed like a South American. ``I've never seen a wall 
pushed back so far,'' Howe said. ``It must have been 15 yards away but it was still 
a tremendous strike.''  
A quarter of an hour after Barnes's eighteenth goal of the season, Rush claimed 
his twentieth at the end of Gillespie's enterprising run down the right flank. 
Howe, who plotted Wimbledon's defeat of Liverpool in the final two years ago, 
feared then that his side was on the way out.  
``Having gone behind at that stage, a lot of sides would have folded,'' he said. 
``But we showed a lot of spirit, as was proved by Barker's equalizer. He must have 
gone through three tackles to get his shot in.'' Only seven minutes were left when 
Barker impersonated a rumbustious tank.  
Howe naturally refused to concede that the replay, the fourth in Rangers' 
protracted journey through the competition, is ``a forgone conclusion''. Yet 
history suggests that his club, which has not won in its last 15 visits to Anfield, will 
be knocked out on Wednesday night.  
``If Arsenal could go up there on the last day of the season and win 2-0 to claim 
the title, then why can't we?'' he asked. He will be relying heavily on the 
inconsistency of Grobbelaar if Rangers are to break Liverpool's unbeaten 
sequence which stretches back 18 games to the end of November.  
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS: D Seaman; D Bardsley, K Sansom, P Parker, A 
McDonald, D Maddix, R Wilkins, S Barker, C Clarke, R Wegerle, A Sinton.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Hysen, B Venison (sub: G Gillespie), S Nicol, R 
Whelan, A Hansen, P Beardsley (sub: S Staunton), R Houghton, I Rush, J Barnes, S 
McMahon.  
Referee: B Hill (sub: K Lynch).  
 
 
 

 
Barker makes Liverpool try again 
LIVERPOOL's hold on the FA Cup may ultimately be challenged by Manchester 
United, but there were times during an absorbing sixth-round match at Loftus 
Road yesterday when Queen's Park Rangers looked capable of denying them a 
place in the last four.  
Having drawn 2-2, the teams will play again at Anfield on Wednesday where QPR 
have not won in 15 visits and the winners will meet Crystal Palace for a place at 
Wembley. You can never be sure of anything in cup football, but to judge from 
the high standards of yesterday's match Palace are not a prospect to awe either 
side.  
Beyond that lies the possibility of the 1977 final between Liverpool and 
Manchester United being repeated this year.  
Alex Ferguson's team have been drawn against Oldham Athletic or Aston Villa, 
who play their sixth-round tie at Boundary Park on Wednesday. On their present 
form you would have to give United a rather better chance of beating either of 
these than would have been the case a month ago.  
Liverpool have entered a period of intense activity which will go some way 
towards deciding whether or not they are going to achieve a League and FA Cup 
double for a second time. After Wednesday's replay comes next Sunday's League 
fixture at Old Trafford, by which time Aston Villa may have established a five-
point lead at the top of the First Division, although they will have played two 
games more. Three days later Liverpool return to London for yet another TV 
game, this time at Tottenham.  
Yesterday Liverpool performed fitfully, as they have done for much of the season. 
Barnes and Rush took their goals with the old panache, but Liverpool's passing 
was wayward at times and, unusually for them, they had three players Venison, 
Nicol and Whelan cautioned for clumsy fouls.  
Much of QPR's football was immaculate by comparison. Don Howe inherited a 
team of thoughtful passers of the ball, and with Wilkins and Barker dictating the 
pattern of the game, there were periods when Howe, whose influence as a coach 
had contributed to Wimbledon's singular triumph over Liverpool in the 1988 final, 
looked as if he might be on the point of outwitting them again.  
Barker was a revelation. He covered a lot of ground in defence and attack and was 
the principal reason why McMahon and Whelan were unable to gain a lasting grip 
in midfield. Fittingly, Barker's was the goal which saved QPR.  
Yet until a mistake by Grobbelaar allowed them to take the lead a minute before 
the half-hour, QPR appeared to lack the attacking presence to capitalise fully on 
their abundance of possession. The goal came out of the blue. Barker pursued the 
ball to the right-hand byline and hooked it back high towards the far post. 
Grobbelaar reached the cross but scooped it straight to Wilkins, who scored with 
a sharp half-volley.  
But 10 minutes into the second half Wilkins needlessly jumped at Hysen some 25 
yards from goal and that was Barnes's cue. He struck a superb free-kick inside the 
left-hand post.  
Kenny Dalglish played Barnes through the middle after half-time and after 
drawing Beardsley deep, withdrew him altogether in favour of Staunton. Earlier 
Gillespie had replaced Venison, and for five minutes later on this substitution 
looked inspired.  
In the 79th minute Hysen and Houghton worked the ball to Gillespie on the right 
and Parker made a rare mistake, missing his tackle as the defender advanced. 
Gillespie squared the ball low to Rush for his 20th goal of the season.  
But in the 84th minute Barker collected a long clearance and strode through the 
Liverpool defence on the left, surging past three attempted tackles before 
thumping the ball past Grobbelaar. It was a suitably dramatic conclusion.  
QPR: Seaman; Bardsley, Sansom, Parker, McDonald, Maddix, Wilkins, Barker, 
Clarke, Wegerle (Falco, 77min), Sinton.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Hysen, Venison (Gillespie, 52), Nicol, Whelan, Hansen, 
Beardsley (Staunton, 72), Houghton, Rush, Barnes, McMahon.  
Referee: B Hill (Kettering; K Lynch, 30). 

 


