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Barnes inspires Liverpool to give of their best again

Millwall 1 Liverpool 2

lan Rush and Liverpool came triumphantly together at The Den yesterday to put
an end to one another's recent miserable form, but it was John Barnes,
Liverpool's other goalscorer, who stole the show with a spellbinding performance
in the less familiar role of centre forward.

Barnes, who was frequently used in that position by Graham Taylor at Watford,
must have given Bobby Robson, the England manager, food for thought as he
ponders over the problems of England's impotence in front of goal. Barnes's
uncanny ability to keep possession under the most vigorous of challenges,
coupled with his own keen eye for goal yesterday's was his tenth of the season
makes his selection for England as a central partner for Lineker well worth trying.
Had Liverpool provided him with a better foil, they might have won more
comfortably than they did. As it was, victory was not a little desperately earned
against a Millwall side as intent as Liverpool in mending their recent ways.

Three points came as a welcome relief to Liverpool, who had lost four of their
previous five games. As for Rush, his winning goal in the 71st minute ended an
unusually barren spell of six games without a goal. The victory hoisted Liverpool
into third place, three points behind Arsenal, whom they meet in next week's
television spectacular.

At the pace at which Millwall began, Liverpool had reason to be thankful for their
foresight in deploying Molby as a sweeper, just as they did when the two sides
met in an FA Cup fourth-round tie in January. Beardsley was again demoted to
substitute.

This time, before a crowd 10,000 fewer at 13,547, it seemed, initially that
Liverpool had afforded their hosts undue respect. Millwall have now lost six of
their last seven games but the sight of Liverpool's red shirts was an open
invitation to Millwall's young bulls, and they were not found wanting.

Cascarino and Sheringham enjoyed the kind of aerial superiority over Hysen and
Hansen that is rarely seen. Thompson, lending his own height, just failed to make
a connection to a near post flick-on by Sheringham and Cascarino forced a full-
length save from Grobbelaar with a flashing header before the game was 15
minutes old.

Without Briley in midfield for the sixth consecutive match because of a hamstring
injury, it was difficult to see how Millwall could sustain the pressure upon
Liverpool.

Gradually Barnes dragged Liverpool into the contest by his own virtuosity. A
beautifully struck free kick from the England player in the 21st minute produced a
save of similar magnificence from Horne, but the goalkeeper needed the
assistance of Thompson's outstretched leg to block a fierce low drive from
Staunton.

Liverpool had Rush to be thankful to for taking the lead in the 36th minute when
the Welshman charged down a clearance by Thompson. As the young central
defender grappled with Rush, holding on to his leg, the ball spun free to Barnes,
who strode on to chip the ball to perfection over Horne's head.

Thompson, fortunate perhaps not to be booked despite the appropriate
punishment, took just two minutes to get back into his supporters' good books, if
not that of John Ashworth, the referee. Sheringham, spinning on a short free kick
from Carter, knocked in a cross invitingly behind the Liverpool defence and
Thompson, taking advantage of Grobbelaar's indecision, ran through to head
home.

Grobbelaar, in one of his more extrovert moods, might have conceded another
goal early in the second half when he came for the ball outside his penalty area
but failed to collect. Only Hysen's smothering tackle on Sheringham saved the
day.

Millwall continued to force the pace throughout the second half, even after Rush
had scored, turning nearly at close range on a cross from Houghton. Grobbelaar
atoned for his earlier mistake, with a wonderfully acrobatic save to a header by
Cascarino. Sheringham should have given him no chance but miskicked horribly in
front of goal and Carter might have been more alert to the possibilities provided
by a cross from Sparham.

Cascarino knew it was not to be his or Millwall's day when he headed wide of the
target with three minutes remaining.

MILLWALL: B Horne; K Stevens, | Dawes, T Hurlock, D Thompson, A McLeary, J
Carter, G Waddock, E Sheringham, A Cascarino, S Sparham.

LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Hysen, S Staunton, J Molby, R Whelan, A Hansen, B
Venison, R Houghton, | Rush, J Barnes, S McMahon.

Referee: J Ashworth.
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