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Liverpool's grip is weakened by Rocastle riposte 
Liverpool 1 Arsenal 1  
Two dazzling goals studded a sparkling Littlewoods Cup third round tie at Anfield 
last night. In cancelling out Barnes's strike, Rocastle earned a replay at Highbury 
on Tuesday for an Arsenal side which is threatening to take over the ownership of 
a trophy that was once considered the natural property of Liverpool.  
The long-term ambition of George Graham is to build a structure and a squad to 
match those on which Liverpool's traditions have been built. Temporarily, at least, 
he had the satisfaction of looking down from the directors' box and seeing that 
his side was the most accomplished.  
There are extenuating circumstances. Since Burrows was cup-tied, Liverpool's 
back four had to be reshuffled yet again. Ablett formed the central pillar with 
Nicol, and Whelan moved to left back.  
Yet their attack was the more muddled area of their formation. As well as 
physically resembling each other, Aldridge and Rush are mentally too much alike 
to offer distinctive variety in their approach. Instinctively, they think similar 
thoughts and run in similar directions.  
Arsenal are comparatively settled and full of belief. Unchanged apart from the 
enforced absence of Davis, they have lost only one of their last eight fixtures. The 
sequence has lifted them into second place in the first division and prepared them 
for the competition that has become their speciality.  
Under Graham, they have been beaten only twice in 18 ties, a record that 
embraces a victory over Liverpool in the final last year. A repetition of their 
achievement seemed a likely prospect throughout a first half in which they were 
the more menacing and the more dominant force.  
Marwood may not be individually as spectacular as Barnes, the England winger he 
may join on the journey to the Arabian desert in 10 days, but he had been the 
more effective. On three occasions before the interval he threatened to unhinge 
Liverpool's defence on the left flank.  
In a richly refined version of the televised game between Everton and Manchester 
United, his opening contribution was a shot which was narrowly deflected into 
the Kop. As a creative influence, Marwood was even more dangerous whenever 
he escaped from the restrictions imposed by Venison.  
From one of his low crosses, Merson's ferocious volley was clawed away 
breathtakingly by Hooper. From Marwood's corner, the Liverpool goalkeeper 
blocked, at point-blank range, a header by Adams. Hooper again protected 
Liverpool when he parried Smith's effort with his legs.  
Grobbelaar's replacement also tipped Marwood's thunderous drive around a post 
and was rescued by Venison, who cleared another of Adams's headers off the 
line.  
But, in the 66th minute, Barnes lifted Liverpool, the crowd and the evening with a 
moment of irresistible brilliance. Accelerating through a host of yellow shirts, he 
beat the previously untroubled Lukic with nonchalant ease.  
The memorable goal was to be equalled in its beauty within half a dozen minutes. 
A long ball from Thomas was controlled neatly by Rocastle, who unleashed a shot 
from 25 yards which brought Arsenal's supporters to their feet.  
LIVERPOOL: M Hooper; B Venison, S Nicol, R Whelan, G Ablett, P Beardsley, J 
Aldridge, R Houghton, I Rush, J Barnes, N Spackman.  
ARSENAL: J Lukic; L Dixon, N Winterburn, M Thomas, S Bould, A Adams, D 
Rocastle, K Richardson, A Smith, P Merson, B Marwood.  
Referee: G Courtney.  
 
 

 

 


