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Rush finally ends his goal drought 
Walsall 1 Liverpool 3  
(Liverpool win 4-1 on aggregate)  
For Liverpool to win a potentially difficult away cup tie with something to spare is 
a run of the mill occurrence. One moment, 18 minutes from time last night, 
however, made their Littlewood's Cup second round second leg match at Walsall 
highly significant.  
That was the moment when Ian Rush ended his search for his first goal since his 
return from Italy. With nine unsuccessful attempts behind him, the burden of the 
search was beginning to weigh heavily on his slim shoulders, but the strike which 
finally broke his duck was straight out of his own goal poacher's manual.  
Receiving the ball from MacDonald with his back to goal he held off his marker to 
turn and sweep the ball beyond Barber. The implications of that strike for the rest 
of the first division can easily be guessed.  
Even his manager, Kenny Dalglish, allowed himself a relaxed smile of appreciation. 
After making his obligatory statement that everybody had played well and he was 
always pleased to see anyone in a Liverpool shirt score, Dalglish added: ``It won't 
do him any harm, and it won't do us any harm either.''  
Dalglish had insisted that there had been no concern at Anfield about Rush's 
failure, but the player's own response, refusing to talk to the Press, who he said 
had been slaughtering him during his weeks of drought, showed just how much 
he had been affected by that failure. Last night his renewed appetite was almost 
immediately visible as he attracted the penalty from which Molby rubbed salt in 
Walsall's wounds.  
That Shakespeare had the last word was a richly deserved consolation for the 
second division team. They had made a sizeable contribution to a game of 
sparkling attacks on a lightning fast, skidding pitch.  
The tie had been over to all intents and purposes long before Rush's stike, 
however, with Liverpool holding a 1-0 lead from the first leg, and it virtually died 
as a contest on the half hour when Barnes put them ahead on the night with a 
splendid individual effort, bursting through two tackles to stab the ball past 
Barber.  
Liverpool's defence, deprived of Grobbelaar, Gillespie, Hansen, Beglin and 
McMahon, had one or two uncomfortable early moments,but with Beardsley and 
Barnes shimmering wickedly past tackles on the wet turf, Liverpool always held 
the bigger guns. For a time Barber defied them, saving splendidly from Whelan 
and Beardsley, and when he was beaten, Shakespeare came to his rescue, 
blocking Beardsley's diving header on the line.  
Soon after Barnes's goal, Forbes followed suit as Rush saw his first attempt to 
break his unlucky run fail after he had sped through onto Beardsley's precise pass 
to clip the ball over the diving Barber. His frustration did not last much longer.  
WALSALL: F Barber; M Taylor, K Mower, C Shakespeare, G Forbes, P Hart, P 
Hawker, H Pritchard, A Taylor, T Christie, W Naughton (sub: K Bertschin).  
LIVERPOOL: M Hooper; G Ablett, B Venison, S Nicol, R Whelan, J Molby, P 
Beardsley, R Houghton, I Rush, J Barnes, K MacDonald.  
Referee: P Tyldesley. 
 

 

 


