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Aldridge's strike well-timed 
Full Text : 
COPYRIGHT 1987 The Times  
Byline: IAN ROSS  
Liverpool ........ 1 Blackburn Rovers . 0 (Liverpool win 2-1 on aggregate)  
John Aldridge, the man handed the unenviable task of filing the shoes of Ian Rush, 
ended the splendid defiance of Blackburn Rovers at Anfield last night.  
The Republic of Ireland international headed home a cross from John Barnes just 
90 seconds from the end of an intriguing tie to guide a distinctly off-colour 
Liverpool through into the third round of the Littlewood's Cup.  
The goal came after Beardsley had played a corner short to Barnes, but Don 
Mackay, Blackburn's manager, said: 'I didn't know they had changed the rules for 
corners. There is no way he put the ball down or placed it. He dropped it and half 
volleyed it.'  
It was a shattering blow for the second division side who, after holding the 
Merseyside aristocrats to a 1-1 draw in the first leg at Ewood Park a fortnight ago, 
had performed heroically. Beaten they may have been but they bowed out of the 
competition to a standing ovation - it was no more than they deserved.  
Liverpool opted for a forceful quality of play based arouned the notion that if you 
hit an object hard enough and often enough it will eventually buckle.  
the object of this occasion was a Blackburn defence, strong enough in its own 
right but augumented at every conceivable opprotunity by midfield and forward 
players who were constantly drawn back into their own halves.  
Mindful that they had struggled to deal with the unorthodox approach of lower 
division sides in the past, Liverpool sought a quick kill, dominating to such an 
extent in the early stage that Blackburn forays into their opponents' half could 
comfortably be accommodated on the fingers of one had.  
But for the positional sense of the goalkeeper, Gennoe, and his ability to make the 
difficult appear elementary, Blackburn would have seen their dream of securing 
an unlikely triumph perish within the opening 10 minutes when Liverpool 
produced the sort of mesmerizing football which has already humbled so many 
sides this season.  
While Blackburn never looked truly capable of breaking the dreadlock, their 
composure under pressure and willingness to carry the game to their illustrious 
opponents was highly commendable.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Gillespie, B Venison, S Nicoll, R Whelan, A Hansen, P 
Beardsley, J Aldridge, C Johnston, J Barnes, J Walk (sub: Lawrenson).  
BLACKBURN ROVERS: T Gennoe; C Price, C Sulley, S Barker, C Hendry, A Dawson, D 
Nail, N Reid, S Curry, S Garner, S Sellars.  
Referee: J Worrall.  

 

 

 


