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Rush puts Liverpool six points clear at the top 
Arsenal .......... 0 Liverpool ........ 1  
Liverpool won more than the Littlewoods Cup final dress rehersal at Highbury last 
night. As if that in itself were not enough, they completed the League double over 
Arsenal, their victims in the opening week of the season, and opened up a 
substantial gap of six points at the top of the first division.  
They contained their opponents during a frisky opening, took the lead almost 
inevitably through Rush, maintained their discipline after the interval and 
smothered Arsenal's closing flourish. It was a display of measured control that 
they have shown across the decades in all corners on the continent.  
Arsenal, although their defence includes experienced internationals, have yet to 
reach such heights of consistency. Nor perhaps are they likely to do so until UEFA 
lift their ban on English clubs. They are destined to remain the young pretenders. 
Liverpool, already sitting on the domestic throne, will probably stay there.  
George Graham, Arsenal's manager, accepted that it had been 'a good education 
for our youngsters who are still in the learning process. ' In praising the 
conquerors he added that 'they never panicked in defence and they were always 
dangerous on the break. '  
Arsenal, still without Davis, Nicholas and Williams, opened comfortably enough. 
Most of their ideas were formed inside the imagination of Rocastle and 
subsequently bounced off the head of the giant Quinn. The strategy has its 
limitations, but it has been more than effective this season and it threatened to 
pierce the security of the reigning champions.  
Groves, released by Thomas, and Hayes, provided in turn with an opening by 
Groves, were both wayward, but at least they took the attention away from a 
brief disturbance in the crowd. As several miscreants were led away by the police 
and other innocents spilled on to the periphery of the pitch, UEFA's decision 
earlier in the day came to mind.  
Liverpool, who will be locked out of Europe for three years after the ban has 
eventually been lifted, had already responded with their customary control. While 
Arsenal continued to search for an aerial route, Liverpool preferred to follow their 
usual path closer to ground level and, after 20 minutes, they found a way 
through.  
Although Liverpool maintained their discipline (their more youthful and less 
experienced opponents are at times incapable of doing so), their lead was 
precarious.  
A tackle by McMahon on Anderson appeared suspiciously close to being an 
offence worthy of a penalty. The referee thought otherwise. Then, 10 minutes 
before the interval, a clearance rebounded off Molby and fell at the feet of Quinn. 
Stumbling, he rolled the ball wide of Grobbelaar. It trickled across the sandded 
goalmouth, kissed a post and was eventually embraced by Liverpool's goalkeeper 
on the edge of the line.  
Arsenal, however, disputed the decision and went on to disagree with most of the 
awards that were given against them. Having lost their heads at Manchester 
United and having almost done so at Stamford Bridge in matches that both ended 
in defeat, it would have been hoped that they had learned from their costly 
lessons.  
As they applied more pressure and grew more aggravated, Liverpool again almost 
caught them unawares. When Arsenal momentarily lost concentration, Walsh 
twice and McMahon all but increased the lead.  
ARSENAL: J Lukic; V Anderson, K Sansom, M Thomas, D O'Leary, A Adams, D 
Rocastle, P Groves, N Quinn, I Allinson, M Hayes (sub: G Caesar).  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; B Venison, N Spackman, M Lawrenson, Whelan, A 
Hansen, P Walsh (sub: J Aldridge), C Johnston, I Rush, J Molby, S McMahon.  
Referee: L Shapter.  

 

 

 


