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Dalglish shows the way to Wembley final 
Liverpool ......... 3 Southampton ....... 0  
Even if Liverpool's advance to their fifth League Cup final in seven years last night 
was a foregone conclusion in many people's minds, with or without Kenny 
Dalglish, there was no avoiding the coincidence that when the 35-year-old Scot 
pulls on his boots, Liverpool's future starts to gleam as brightly as a Wemberly 
trophy.  
There was a lot more, though, to Dalglish's contribution last night than his mere 
presence, however rejuvenating it may be for Liverpool and forbidding for the 
opposition. Not only did the crown his re-appearance with a superbly subtle goal 
but he was at the hert of many of Liverpool's more inspired moments on a bitterly 
cold snowswept evening.  
Circumstances rather than choice had prompted him to start his first game since 
Boxing Day but whether he is back for good remains that his teams are always 
selected on merit he ought to have done enough to convince the 'selector' that he 
is worth an extended run.  
Standing in for the suspended Walsh he took little time to renew old 
acquaintances and a scampering diagonal run and shot in the 14th minute 
confirmed that he had not lost his bearings or punch. When a perfect through ball 
followed into the path of Rush it seemed as though he had never been away.  
After the tactical blunder of the first goalless leg at the Dell in which Southampton 
fielded five across the back, the visitors were obliged to be more adventurous this 
time, but Liverpool gave them little opportunity. Without Dennis, because of 
suspension, and Holmes, because of injury, Southampton's confidence was 
furtehr undermined when Shilton arrived at Anfield with an ankle injury which 
required attention from the Liverpool doctor before he was able to play.  
Apart from a header by Whelan which he scrambled away for a corner and a shot 
bny McMahon early in the second half which extended him to the limit, the 
Southampton goalkeeper and his defence were not tested to any great degree.  
However, Molby gave warning that the end was near for them when he struck the 
inside of a post with a thudding drive before the breakthrough was finally 
achieved in the 66th minute. A pose of players joined forces in an attack down the 
middlel which Whelan finished off.  
And then Dalglish comfirmed their eighth Wembley appearance in 10 years when 
receiving a cross from Johnston he used the space and time at his disposal to curl 
a fine shot around the despairing Shilton. With that Spackman, Liverpool's new, 
expensive signing from Chelsea, was invited to make his debut. The player-
manager was also involved in the build-up to the third goal in the 84th minute 
when his shot was cleared off the line by a Southampton defender. But the ball 
went only as far as Molby's unerring right foot and he swerved back in a shot of 
subtlety to rival that of Dalglish.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobblelaar; G Gillespie, B Venison, M Lawrenson (sub: N 
Spackman), R Whelan, A Hansen, K Dalglish, C Johnston, I Rush, J Molby, S 
McMahon.  
SOUTHAMPTON: P Shilton; G Forrest, D Armstrong (sub: M Tissier), J Case, M 
Wright, K Bond, D Wallace, G Cockerill, C Clarke, A Townsend (sub: S Baker), G 
Lawrence.  
Referee: K S Hackett.  
 
 
 

 

 

 


