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Gazza 
is the 

I new 
j D ~ O  - B 

t By NlGEL CLARKE I 
DIEGO M a r a -  
dona yesterday 

named Tottenham's 
Paul  Gascoigne to  
take his title a s  best 
f o o t b a l l e r  In t h e  

, world. 

G OODISON PARK last night 
staged one of the greatest 
Merseyside derbies of all 

time, with every single person 
in the 37,766 crowd rising at 
the end of this pulsating Cup- 
tie to give both sets of players 
a four-minute standing ova- 
tion. 

I t  was a privilege to have been 
present a t  a game that lifts British 
football apart from any of the fancy 
versions on the Continent. 

There was passion, commitment, 
technical skills of the highest level, 
individual brilliance, world class 
goalkeeping from Neville Southall 
and marvellbus goals. 

The game had just about every- 
thing. 

The second replay comes back to 
Goodison Park next Wednesday and 
I c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  a n y o n e  t h a t  
wouldn't want to come back for 

The little Argen- 
tinian yho wlll 

quit Nap011 at the 
end of the season and 
re tu rn  home, sa S: 
"I'm crazy about da- 
scoigne. When you 
a r e  t a lk ing  abou t  
who is the heir to me, 
then I must say ~t 
could be him." 

Gascoi ne has al- 
ready % een sln- 

gled out as Naples 
chief transfer target. 

I T h e y  h a v e  l pledged to spend 

I f l 5 m i l l i o n  on r e -  
building their team, 
and f6million of that 
has been earmarked I more of the same. 

-; $..-Stunning 
S%@ 6 - 

1 for Gazza. I 
Spurs will want 
more, and next 

Tuesday hold- their 
AGM that will re- 
veal the full extent 
of t h e i r  f inancia l  

Supersub Tony Cottee rescued 
Everton with two goals, Liverpool's 
mystery sub Peter Beardsley was 
reinstated and scored twice, and 
John Barnes produced a banana 
shot of such stunning flair that  it 
would have put Diego Maradona 
and any of the South American 
maestros in the shade. 

Ian Rush, of course couldn't be 
left out. 

He collected yet another priceless 
derby goal - one more to add to his 
collection of golden FA Cup strikes 
to take him within four of Denis 
Law's all-time record. 

This FA Cup fifth round replay - 
such a stark contrast to the goalless 
version on Sunday - was full of raw 
excitement to produce the highest 
scoring Cup-tie between these Mer- 
seyside giants in their long his- 
tory. 

I t  was also the biggest goals total 
in any confrontation between these 
city rivals in any competition for 59 
years. 

The intensity of the tackles and 
the quality of the Liverpool goals 
was punctuated by some comic 
relief in the wobbly Liverpool de- 
fence. One or two goals that Liver- 

pool conceded - and they 

1 problems. 
Se l l ing  Gazza 
ma be one wsy 

t o  b a r a n c e  t h e l r  
books,  and  Mara -  
d o n a  h a s  t h r o w n  
down the  welcome 
mat. 

"He's got all the 
ualities. And he 

caul1 fit well into - -  ..-.- - - ~  

Napoli after I leave. 
. Whv? Because he has 

the" right personal- . The sort that will 
ease the people. I 

~ k e  him very much. P - -  
@ "I know his pri- 

vate life is so-so, 
but we should not 
judge him on that." 

Maradona, under 
investi ation by 

the police br a!lega- 
tions of drug lnvol- 
v e m e n t ,  h a s  a l s o  
been linked with the 
Mafia. 

The  p ressures  
have wr~cked h ~ s  

career and h ~ s  health r a re ly  l eak  four i n  a 
[IN6 game - bordered on the 

farcical. 
 and opened the way 
for Gascoigne as h ~ s  
successor. Everton were allowed JOHN to strike back an incred- 

ible four times. 
John 
Barnes is 
mobbed 
by his 
team- 
mates 
afler. 
scorlng a 
brilliant 
goal to 
Put 
Liverpool 
4-3 up. 

Beardsley took centre- 
stage from the outset 
with a timely reminder 
to Liverpool boss Kemy 
Dalglish and England 
manager Graham Taylor 
that his talents can no 
longer be kept on ice. 

I t  is one of the big 
mysteries a t  Anfield why 
D a l g l i s h  h a s  k e p t  
Beardsley out of his side, 
and the purchase of Da- 
vid Speedie seemed to 

' GASCOIGNE: Hei - 
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ON A MERSEYSIDE MASTERPIECE 
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