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MARADONA: Retiring

1Great
Gazza
is the
new
Diego

By NIGEL CLARKE

@ PIEGO Mara- 2
dona yesterday 4,

%
named Tottenham’s v
Paul Gascoigne to %

take his title as best’ %
footballer in the
| world.

‘ The little Argen-
tinian who will
quit Napoli at the
end of the season and
‘return home, says:
“I’m crazy about Ga-
scoigne. When you
are talking about
who is the heir to me,
then I must say it
could be him.”

. Gascoigne has al-
ready been sin-
gled out as Naples
chief transfer target.

They have
pledFed to spend

i

£15million on re- 7
building their team, 7
and £6million of that %
has been earmarked 7
for Gazza. 4
i 3 Spurs will want 7
' more, and next ;,/
Tuesday hold their 27
AGM that will re- 27
veal the full extent ;
of their financial 2
problems. Z
Selling Gazza %
may be one way 77

%

to balance their
books, and Mara-
dona has thrown
down the welcome
mat.

. “He’s got all the %
ualities. And he %
could fit well into 2
Napoli after I leave. %
&% Why? Because he has Z
~'| the right personal-
itly. The sort that will /
ease the people. I Vi
ike him very much. 7
® “I know his pri- 2
vate life is so-so,
but we should not -
judge him on that.” ;,;
. Maradona, under &
investigation by ,/,
the police for allega- 2
tions of drug invol- %
vement, has also A
been linked with the 7
Mafia. o4
[ ) The pressures 7
5 have wrecked his 77
Z4 career and his health 7
— and opened the way %
for Gascoigne as his :,/,’
Successor. 7,
v
2
7
7,278

GASCOIGNE: Heir [NHANREY
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staged one of the greatest

Merseyside derbies of all
time, with every single person
in the 37,766 crowd rising at
the end of this pulsating Cup-
tie to give both sets of players
a four-minute standing ova-
tion.

It was a privilege to have been
present at a game that lifts British
football apart from any of the fancy
versions on the Continent.

There was passion, commitment,
technical skills of the highest level,
individual brilliance, world class
goalkeeping from Neville Southall
and marvelldous goals.

The game had just about every-
thing.

The second replay comes back to
Goodison Park next Wednesday and
I can’t imagine anyone that
wouldn’'t want to come back for
more of the same.

Stunning

Supersub Tony Cottee rescued
Everton with two goals, Liverpool’s
mystery sub Peter Beardsley was
reinstated and scored twice, and
John Barnes produced a banana
shot of such stunning flair that it
would have put Diego Maradona
and any of the South American
maestros in the shade.

Ian Rush, of course couldn’t be
left out.

He collected yet another priceless
derby goal — one more to add to his
collection of golden FA Cup strikes
to take him within four of Denis
Law’s all-time record.

This FA Cup fifth round replay —
such a stark contrast to the goalless
version on Sunday — was full of raw
excitement to produce the highest
scoring Cup-tie between these Mer-
seyside giants in their long his-
tory.

It was also the biggest goals total
in any confrontation between these
city rivals in any competition for 59
years.

The intensity of the tackles and
the quality of the Liverpool goals
was punctuated by some comic
relief in the wobbly Liverpool de-
fence. One or two goals that Liver-

pool conceded — and they
rarely leak four in a
KINE game — bordered on the
farcical.
Everton were allowed
J“HN to strike back an incred- .
ible four times.
John Beardsley took centre-

Barnesis stage from the outset
mobbed with a timely reminder

GOODISON PARK last night

by his to Liverpool boss Kenny
team- Dalglish and England
mates manager Graham Taylor
after that his talents can no
scoring a longer be kept on ice.
brilliant It is one of the big
goal to mysteries at Anfield why
ut Dalglish has kept
iverpool Beardsley out of his side,
4-3up and the purchase of Da-

vid Speedie seemed to
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push Beardsley further
into the shadows.

Speetlie celebrated his
31st birthday by taking
the seat on the bench
that seemed to be per-
manently reserved for
Beardsley.

Beardsley struck after
33 minutes when Ian
Rush pinching the ball
from under the feet of
Kevin Ratcliffe.

The Welsh ace chipped
the ball over Neville
Southall only to be
stunned as Andy Hinch-
cliffe cleared off the
line.

But Beardsley was per-
fectly placed to unleash
a first-time shot to beat
Southall and ricochet in
off a defender.

The first of Everton’s
four marvellous come-
back goals came after 47
minutes.

Everton attacked with
purpose down the right,
the ball was scrambled
away to Hinchcliffe

lurking on the left flank,

and his early cross was

met with a powerful

header by Graeme
harp

Bruce Grobbelaar, in
his frantic effort to push
the ball out, appeared
to push it on to the post
and then into the net.

The cracks in the Li-
verpool defence appeared
again when Glenn Hysen
and Gary Ablett both
tackled each other and
crashed to the ground,
leaving Pat Nevin with
only Grobbelaar to
beat. .

But Nevin tried a
tricky chip, and fluffed it
as the ball flew well over
the top. .

That, was, perhaps,
the only chance Everton
had of actually taking
the lead.

Liverpool duly went
back in front, even
though Everton had
pinned them in their own
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With second half sub-
stitute Stuart McCall
snapping at Jan Molby’s
heels in the 71st minute
the Dane cleverly kept
the ball moving in a
build-up that then in-
volved David Burrows
and Steve Nicol.

When it came to
Beardsley he rode one
challenge and let fly
from just outside the box
past Southall into the
top corner.

That goal sparked
three in the space of a
spectacular six mi-
nutes.

Attack

Everton equalised in
the 73rd minute when
Mike Newell’s header
bounced awkwardly for
Nicol, and his back-pass
eluded Grobbelaar and
left Sharp free to run the
ball into an open goal.

Grobbelaar and his de-
fenders were in a mess,
and it was left to the
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Reds’ attack to come to
their rescue.

Beardsley’s short cor-
ner and a Molby cross in
the 77th minute found
Rush, who delivered a
free header into the cor-
ner.

That must have been
one of the easiest of
Rush’s 24 goals in 28
Merseyside derbies,
bringing his tally to 37
FA Cup goals for Chester
and Liverpool, and edg-
ing ever so closer to
Law’s record of 41.

It looked Liverpools’
game, but it was far from
over.

In the last minute of
normal time Cottee, who
had come on just three
minutes earlier as a sub-
stitute for Nevin, scored
Everton’s third equa-
liser.

It seemed harmless
enough as Liverpool
were in possession, but a
costly ricochet left Cot-
tee free and Ablett’s des-

N
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perate lunge couldn’t
stop him collecting his
12th goal of the season —
10 in Cup competitons.

Amazingly, the thrills
intensified during extra
time.

Southall produced two
outstanding saves, the
best from a Venison
header, and in the 102nd
minute Liverpool were
back in the lead for
a fourth time.

Barnes, quiet by his
own high standards for
so much of the game,
burst into life as he cut
inside Neil McDonald.

He suddenly produced
a wicked curler from
outside the angle of the
penalty box that
whipped past Southall
into the top corner.

Surely Everton
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SHARP SHOOTER: Graeme Sharp heads Everton’s first

couldn’t come back
again - but they did with
just just six minutes
left.

Hysen let Molby’s
back pass go through his
legs to Grobbelaar, and
the ever-alert Cottee, for
50 long the nearly man of
Goodison Park, hungrily
latched on to the ball
and grabbed his second
goal of this magical
night.

Everton might have to
pinch themselves to un-
derstand how they
scored four goals against
Liverpool and still failed
to win this Cup-tie.

With matches like
this, it is little wonder
that more spectators are
actually going to our
football grounds this
season.
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Cottee
gxtra

pool will reflect on a
nightmare defensive /
display that allowed ’
their greatest rivals 2%
to come back so many 77
times. ‘b
It was the first time 722
Liverpool had con- 725
ceded four goals in a 27
ame since they were
mmered by South-
ampton in October,
1989 — and it was the
highest scoring Mer-
seyside derby since
Liverpool beat Ever-
ton 7-4 at Anfield dur-
ing the 1932-33
season.
Liverpoool de- 7
fender Gary Ablett %
said: “I haven’t played [
in a match with as J#
many mistakes as that
since I was at school. 77

Expect 7
V.75
“When you score #

four goals away from 2
home you expect to %7
win.”

Q
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Jan Molby, whose £
back pass let in Cottee 24
for Everton’s fourth 74
equaliser, admitted: 34
“I just played the ball 22

and he let it go )
through his legs. T

“I think it’s the
greatest game I've
ever played in. It was /]
unbelievable, al-
though we came off a
bit disappointed hav-
ing been ahead four Z;
times.” o

Everton hero Cot-
tee, an 86th-minute
sub for Pat Nevin,
said: “It was British
football at its finest.

Class

“I've had my highs
and lows at Everton
and this has got to be
one of the highs.”

Everton stalwart
Graeme Sharp, who
scored the first and
second egualisers, 71
said: “It was different ¢
class. %

“To come back four
times showed a tre-
mendous amount of
character. ¢

‘“We’re looking %
forward to the next g
one, but I'll need to

rest my legs
first...I’m
knackered!”

TERSER ORA SR

back to Glenn Hysen % ..
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