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Klopp looks to strikers as best form of defence against City 
Crystal Palace 1 Milivojevic 13 (pen) 
Liverpool Mané 49, Salah 84 2 
Referee N Swarbrick Attendance 25,807 
Football, Jürgen Klopp said after this stuttering victory, is not like cycling. Hard to 
argue with that, really, except that there are some similarities — not least the art 
of tapering. Elite cyclists know how to prepare for the big event, elite clubs ought 
to be able to fine-tune rest, rotation and attitude for the crunch games. 
While Manchester City were busy gliding to three points against 
Everton, Liverpool were reflecting on their early kick-off and a game that had 
been awkward. The oft-cited mantra in football is to take one game at a time 
but Liverpool face City in the first leg of their Champions League quarter-final on 
Wednesday. The timetable could not be ignored. What happened on Saturday will 
have a bearing on one of the most anticipated matches of the season. 
It was vital, therefore, that Klopp cleared up a few things. First, it was important 
not to countenance that his players had been distracted by the looming arrival of 
Pep Guardiola's side at Anfield. It would hand City a psychological boost should it 
appear that the Merseyside club were jittery in anticipation, or overly besotted 
with the fixture. "I don't think anybody thought one second about the game on 
Wednesday," Klopp declared. "I know my boys good enough by now. It's only 
difficult because it's difficult." 
Then there is the small matter of apportioning blame. Klopp rarely sees defensive 
errors as purely errors committed by defenders. Defending is a state of mind, the 
collective at work. Klopp's Liverpool are the would-be Borg of Star Trek, an entity 
with a collective consciousness. 
While some might find it dispiriting, from a Liverpool perspective, how easily 
Wilfried Zaha unsettled Klopp's defence, given that pretty soon it will be Leroy 
Sané, Raheem Sterling and Gabriel Jesus running at it, Klopp opted to flip the 
errors on to the in-tray of the collective. Had Christian Benteke possessed just a 
scrap more selfconfidence he would have taken the chances that he had to inflict 
defeat on his former club, who were exposed and thankful for the glaring misses. 
"I think especially the second Benteke chance, and maybe both chances, were not 
a defending problem, it was an offensive problem, we just played a rubbish pass," 
the Liverpool manager said. "You cannot defend such a pass, and then it's not 
offside and stuff like this so that has nothing to do with defending." 
This is a roundabout way of indicating that to progress in the Champions 
League, Liverpool cannot even attempt to contain City's firepower and pace. They 
have, instead, to keep City's offensive energy otherwise engaged with wave after 
wave of attack that is not sloppy and does not give away possession cheaply. 
This piles the pressure on Klopp's forwards. 
They are responsible for scoring goals, they are expected to apply relentless 
pressure while not misplacing a ball, which would then place the defence in 
jeopardy. Fortunately, in Mohamed Salah, left, they have a forward who is not 
cowed by extreme expectation. That he scored a late winner at Selhurst Park felt 
almost pedestrian. After all, the Egyptian has scored 37 times this campaign. 
More interesting than his goal was that he took it, expertly, having had a quiet 
game. His team had lacked cohesion after the international break and his rhythm 
suffered. He could have gently jogged to a standstill but instead, buoyed by the 
myriad songs sung in his honour, he kept concentration. Of course he did. This is 
the player who scored the stoppagetime penalty that took Egypt to the World Cup 
Finals in October. Klopp "nearly had a heart attack" watching Salah take his time 
in the dying seconds amid the most intense backdrop. "If you deliver in a situation 
like this, what can happen to you then?" the German said. 
Even if Salah shines on Wednesday the task ahead is huge, so Klopp did what he 
does so well and sucked the tension out of the room joking that what he has 
learned from facing City is that it helps to keep 11 players on the pitch. Rather 
than gloss over that 5-0 defeat at the Etihad in September when Sadio Mané had 
been sent off, he made light of it. We have all moved on, these duels are now 
close contests to be savoured. 
"If I had the choice to watch a Champions League game on Wednesday I would 
watch this one," Klopp said. "It's about tactics but there will be fire in the game so 
that's cool. And it's at Anfield anyway, good atmosphere to watch." 
Not that the Kop needs a nudge, but certainly, for Liverpool to make the semi-
final, they need to roar City into a loss of composure so damaging that it cannot 
be recovered in the second leg. 
"At specific moments I think we are on a similar level but they did it much more 
consistently," Klopp said — which at least leaves the way open for a blip 
in Liverpool's favour. 
RATINGS 
Crystal Palace (4-3-2-1): W Hennessey 5 — A Wan-Bissaka 6 (sub: T Fosu-Mensah 
88min), M Kelly 5, M Sakho 6, P van Aanholt 6 — Y Cabaye 5 (sub: R Loftus-Cheek 
73), L Milivojevic 6, J McArthur 5 — A Townsend 5, W Zaha 6 — C Benteke 5. 
Substitutes not used D Cavalieri, Lee Chung-yong, P Souaré, D Delaney, J 
Riedewald. Booked McArthur, Benteke. 
Liverpool (4-3-3): L Karius 5 — T Alexander-Arnold 5, J Matip 5, V van Dijk 6, A 
Robertson 7 — G Wijnaldum 5 (sub: A Lallana, 65; sub: D Lovren, 70, 6), J 
Henderson 6, J Milner 6 — M Salah 7, R Firmino 6, S Mané 5 (sub: A Oxlade-
Chamberlain 64, 5). Substitutes not used S Mignolet, N Clyne, A Moreno, D Ings. 
Booked Mané, Karius. 

 
Mo Salah earns Liverpool victory as Sadio Mané courts controversy 
Shortly after the final whistle Jürgen Klopp strode over to Liverpool’s travelling 
supporters and pumped his fist in delight – nothing new there but the gesture 
appeared to carry a little extra thrust, as if he recognised the significance of his 
side’s triumph. 
Liverpool were below par but showed the character they are often accused of 
lacking not only to shore up a top-four Premier League place but to secure a boost 
ahead of Wednesday’s Champions League match with Manchester City. It was a 
rare ugly win for one of Europe’s most thrilling sides and one that cynics would 
suggest they ultimately got away with. 
This was because, as well as being frantic, this was a contest marked by 
controversy, namely the referee Neil Swarbrick’s decision not to show Sadio 
Mané a second yellow card after the forward, who had equalised 
for Liverpool after they had fallen behind to Luka Milivojevic’s first-half penalty, 
grabbed the ball outside Liverpool’s penalty area on 60 minutes following a 
challenge from Andros Townsend. 
Mané expected to be given a free-kick but Swarbrick disagreed and 
awarded Crystal Palace one of their own, with a subsequent expectation among 
those in attendance that he would send off the Liverpool striker for handball 
having already booked him for simulation. But the official kept his cards in pocket, 
raising the ire of Crystal Palace’s players and fans, and their frustrations were 
increased on 84 minutes when Liverpool struck for a second time. The goalscorer? 
Who else – Mohamed Salah. 
It is now 37 goals in a remarkable debut season for the Egyptian and, while he 
was far from his best here, the manner of Salah’s finish further underlined his 
talent. Lurking at the back post as Andrew Robertson delivered a first-time cross, 
the 25-year-old took the ball away from the sliding Mamadou Sakho with his left 
foot before firing the ball past Wayne Hennessey with his right. It was composed, 
calm and ruthless. 
“That’s what makes him a proper striker,” Klopp said. “If you only score when you 
have a perfect day, you can’t score all the games he has. He is outstanding. This 
game was hard work. Both teams were not at their best, so it was a question of 
who will shoot one more goal. It was us. I am pleased with that.” 
That much could be detected by Klopp’s demeanour at the end and he was right 
to say Liverpool were not their usual selves. They lacked fluency in attack, 
cohesion in midfield and composure in defence, never more so than in the 
opening stages when Palace came at them with pace and purpose. 
Wilfried Zaha was the chief tormentor and, having caused panic in Liverpool’s 
ranks as early as the eighth minute, he was at it again soon after, running on to 
Christian Benteke’s flick before being wiped out by Loris Karius having lifted the 
ball over the Liverpool goalkeeper. Swarbrick pointed to the spot and Milivojevic 
did the rest, drilling a low shot into the corner of the net to register his ninth goal 
of the season. 
Liverpool continued to dominate possession but they were struggling to carve out 
chances and that perhaps explains why Mané hit the turf in desperate fashion on 
23 minutes. His leg was clipped by James McArthur but the contact was minimal. 
 “Diving is without contact and there was contact, 100 per cent,” Klopp said. “He 
didn’t wait for contact – he felt it and everybody could see that.” 
Klopp admitted Mané was “lucky” not to be booked again following the handball 
– “I thought it was au revoir, see you later,” – and it did not come as a surprise 
when he substituted the player. It had been an erratic afternoon for Liverpool’s 
No 19 – a neat finish from James Milner’s 49th-minute cross but a display from 
which he ultimately needed saving. 
Palace responded well to conceding and would have taken the lead again had 
Benteke converted one of the hugely presentable chances that came his way in a 
matter of minutes. Liverpool then suffered the setback of seeing Adam Lallana go 
off five minutes after coming on as a substitute having landed awkwardly 
following a challenge with Milivojevic. Klopp described the midfielder’s injury as 
“really serious” yet, by the end, this was an occasion for him to savour.  
For Roy Hodgson, it was a case of what could have been. The manager refused to 
blame Swarbrick for Palace’s fifth defeat in six league games, insisting he wanted 
to focus on “football watch and not referee watch”, adding: “A point was the 
minimum we deserved.” 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/premierleague
https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/crystalpalace
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Mohamed Salah continues sensational form and Sadio Mane is 
fortunate to avoid red as Jurgen Klopp's side come from behind to win 
ahead of Manchester City clash 
When the final whistle went at Selhurst Park, Jurgen Klopp celebrated Liverpool’s 
win with his customary zeal. He embraced his players, one by one, and then 
marched over to the side of the ground where the visiting supporters were 
massed. He waved and danced in front of them and, before he turned for the 
tunnel, he punched the air one last time with gusto. A win is a win and the 
Liverpool manager loves to mark victories as much as any manager in the Premier 
League but Klopp was not celebrating so lustily because the three points had 
moved his team, momentarily at least, into second place. He was celebrating 
because it kept Liverpool clear of Spurs and Chelsea in the race for the top four 
and he was celebrating the mood. Because the real significance of this victory 
over Roy Hodgson’s struggling side is that it will send Liverpool into their 
Champions League quarter-final first leg with Manchester City at Anfield on 
Wednesday surfing a wave of optimism and invincibility. ‘The boys are really on 
fire,’ Klopp said after the game. Liverpool star Mohamed Salah celebrates after his 
late goal completed his side's impressive comeback against Crystal Palace 
A jubilant Salah celebrates with his team-mate Trent Alexander-Arnold after 
making it 2-1 to Liverpool on Saturday The Liverpool players are delighted after 
Salah, as he has on so many occasions throughout this season, proved to be the 
hero Liverpool are on a roll and even if City are uncatchable in the league, they do 
not have Mohamed Salah. Salah is simply unstoppable and he was unstoppable 
again in south London. With the scores level and the game in its closing stages, it 
was, inevitably, the prolific Egyptian who appeared in the box to rifle home 
Liverpool’s winner. It was his 29th league goal of the season and his 37th in all 
competitions. He has now scored in 21 of his 31 Premier League appearances this 
season, equalling a record in a 38-game season, set by Cristiano Ronaldo in 2007-
08 and Robin van Persie in 2012-13. City, in their current exalted state, do not fear 
many players but they will fear him. 
The 2-1 defeat was rough justice for Palace in some ways. Christian Benteke 
missed two clear chances and Sadio Mane should have been shown a second 
yellow card midway through the second half for picking the ball up on the edge of 
his own area. Inexplicably, referee Neil Swarbrick, chose not to caution him. It was 
a bizarre decision. But Liverpool showed again that they have resolve to go with 
their fluid play. They rode Palace’s spells of dominance here and found a way to 
win. The result is a blow to Palace’s hopes of avoiding relegation but a run-in 
featuring games against Bournemouth, Brighton, Watford, Leicester, Stoke and 
West Brom still leaves them favoured to survive.  
Mane's goal came after he latched on to a cross from James Milner to cap a 
brilliant Liverpool start to the second half 
Palace had lost all nine league matches that Wilfried Zaha has missed this season 
and so there was great relief amongst the home support when it became clear he 
had recovered from a knee injury that had prevented him from training during the 
international break and was named in the starting line-up. Zaha did not 
disappoint. Palace started the game with intensity and intent and Zaha emanated 
a sense of threat. He gave a hint of what was to come early on when he darted 
ahead of Trent Alexander-Arnold to get on to a through ball from Yohan Cabaye. 
He controlled the ball with his hand but referee Neil Swarbrick did not notice and 
when Zaha clipped his shot goalwards, Liverpool were indebted to Loris Karius for 
blocking it with his chest.  A minute later, Liverpool came close to taking the lead 
when Van Dijk headed goalwards from a corner and Mane tried to divert the ball 
past Hennessey with a header of his own. Hennessey was stranded but the ball 
went just the wrong side of the post. Liverpool had failed to heed the warning of 
Zaha’s early incursion, though, and with only 13 minutes gone, he burst on to 
another through ball. Karius rushed out to meet him but as Zaha lifted the ball 
past him, the Liverpool keeper collided with him and Mr Swarbrick pointed to the 
penalty spot. It was not an easy decision. The ball had gone by the time Karius 
thundered into Zaha and Zaha’s foot was raised, too, but Mr Swarbrick did not 
hesitate. Karius escaped with a yellow card but he could not save the penalty. 
Luka Milivojevic has taken and scored more penalties than any other player in the 
Premier League this season and the Serbian midfielder dispatched his seventh 
here by sending Karius the wrong way and smashing his kick emphatically into the 
bottom corner.  The Palace players congratulate Milivojevic after his penalty gave 
Roy Hodgson's side the lead against Liverpool 
Crystal Palace were adamant that Liverpool star Mane should have received a 
second yellow card for picking up the ball Mane was replaced by Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain shortly after the incident to ensure that he didn't get sent off 
Liverpool thought they had won a penalty of their own midway through the half 
when James McArthur caught Mane with his trailing leg as he slid into a tackle. 
There was contact but it also appeared that Mane had delayed his fall for a split 
second and that seemed to sow doubt in Mr Swarbrick’s mind. To the dismay of 
the Liverpool bench, Mane was booked for diving. Liverpool were playing without 
great conviction but they stuck to their task came close to equalising just before 
half time. Mane peeled away from his marker as Salah curled in a corner from the 
left and nodded a glancing header goalwards. Hennessey, who had been moving 
to his left, was wrong-footed but he managed to change direction and flung out 
his right hand to palm the ball away and it was scrambled away. 

 

But Mane would not be denied and four minutes after half time, he put Liverpool 
level. The goal was made by a lovely feint by James Milner which deceived Aaron 
Wan-Bissaka and allowed Milner to take the ball to the byline before drilling it to 
the near post. Mane got ahead of Sakho and steered the ball past Hennessey.  
Liverpool piled on the pressure now. A low cross from Andy Robertson flew across 
a crowded box, avoiding defenders and attackers alike, and when Alexander-
Arnold angled it back across goal, Salah could not quite apply the finishing touch. 
Then Liverpool grew careless at the back, Palace gathered themselves and sensed 
new hope. Christian Benteke, who has a good record against his former club, 
wasted a glorious chance when he ran on to a knock-down and lobbed the ball 
over Karius but put it well wide. Benteke put his head in his hands but he had 
barely had time to grieve for his error when Andros Townsend burst down the 
right and played him clean in on goal again. This time, the ball was slightly behind 
Benteke but he could not even hit the target. His shot flew high over the bar. 
Now, it was Zaha’s turn to put his head in his hands.  
Liverpool were rattled. In the midst of another spell of Palace pressure, Mane was 
harrassed by a Palace player on the edge of the Liverpool box and appeared to 
have been fouled. When Mane fell to the turf, he picked the ball up, assuming the 
referee had awarded him a free kick. In fact, Mr Swarbrick had not blown his 
whistle. When he did, it was to award a free kick to Palace for deliberate handball. 
It looked like a straightforward second yellow card for Mane but for some reason, 
Mr Swarbrick did not bring it out of his pocket, despite the protestations of some 
Palace players. Klopp did the smart thing and took Mane off a few minutes later. 
Mane had been Liverpool’s main threat but when he was withdrawn, Salah, who 
had been dangerous only fitfully, stepped up. Six minutes were left when Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain drifted a cross to the back post. Robertson volleyed it back 
across goal, Sakho slipped, Salah controlled the ball and poked it past Hennessey.  
After the match, Klopp was asked whether he was worried that Salah would be 
tempted away from Liverpool next season. He restricted his answer to one word 
and a smile. ‘No,’ he said.  
MATCH STATS, RATINGS, TABLE AND MATCH ZONE 
 Crystal Palace: Hennessey 7; Wan-Bissaka 6 (Fosu-Mensah 88, 5), Kelly 6, Sakho 
5, Van Aanholt 6; McArthur 7, Milivojevic 7, Cabaye 6 (Loftus-Cheek 73, 6); 
Townsend 7, Benteke 4, Zaha 7 Subs not used: Cavalieri, Chung-Yong, Souare, 
Delaney, Riedewald Goals: Milivojevic (pen) 13 Booked: Benteke, McArthur 
Liverpool: Karius 6; Alexander-Arnold 5, Matip 6, Van Dijk 5, Robertson 7; Milner 
7, Henderson 7, Wijnaldum 6 (Lallana 65, 5, Lovren 70, 6); Salah 7, Firmino 7, 
Mane 7.5 (Oxlade-Chamberlain 64, 7) Subs not used: Mignolet, Clyne, Moreno, 
Ings Goals: Mane 49, Salah 84 Booked: Karius, Mane 
Referee: Neil Swarbrick 3 Man of the match: Mane 

 
Hodgson has job to rebuild Benteke's confidence 
Crystal Palace 1 Milivojevic 13 pen Liverpool 2 Mane 49, Salah 84 Att: 25,807 Roy 
Hodgson fears that Christian Benteke's confidence will be damaged by the two 
clear chances he wasted in Saturday's agonising defeat by Liverpool. 
Benteke twice skewed shots off target with the score tied at 1-1, and Hodgson, 
the Palace manager, said the misses visibly affected the striker, who has scored 
just two goals all season. 
"I have been very pleased with his performances lately," Hodgson said. 
"Unfortunately, after today people will just focus totally on the fact that two 
chances came his way that he didn't take, and it's going to be a job for us now to 
make sure we don't lose so much of what we have got from him in the last two or 
three games, where his all-round performances have been very good. 
"We are going to tell him all the right things. It did affect his confidence, there's 
no doubt about that. You can see after the second miss for a period of time he 
was not as involved in the game as he had been before." 
Palace were eventually beaten by a Mohamed Salah winner after Sadio Mane had 
equalised for the visitors. They continue to hover just above the relegation zone 
but have a favourable run-in to the season. 
"Our focus has to remain on the performances and to not get too hung up on the 
fact that we have had a little bit of bad luck, so we start feeling sorry for 
ourselves," Hodgson added. 
"If you start thinking it's going to be easier because it's no longer Liverpool or 
Tottenham or Manchester United or Chelsea, then you're making a massive 
mistake."  
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Mohamed Salah strikes again to complete Liverpool comeback against 
battling Crystal Palace 
Jürgen Klopp finished this game punching the air and hugging Trent Alexander-
Arnold, his teenage defender who had endured a torrid first half but ultimately 
came out on the winning side. Not for the first time this season, he and his team-
mates will be thanking the striking instincts of Mohamed Salah, whose late 
finish completed an important comeback against Crystal Palace to 
send Liverpool 10 points clear of fifth-placed Chelsea, and on to Wednesday’s 
Champions League tie against Manchester City with a spring in their step.  
Palace will reflect on another missed opportunity against a top side following 
close but equally fruitless encounters with Tottenham and Manchester United. 
They carried out their gameplan but were ultimately punished by Christian 
Benteke’s wasteful finishing and a far more ruthless striker at the other end. But 
with their toughest fixtures now behind them, Palace can take 
encouragement from a stirring performance as they approach the run-in. 
It would be harsh to say Liverpool weren’t fully committed in the first half but it 
would also be naive to think their players had not yet considered the mouth-
watering tie with City. It might just have been Palace’s endeavour, but Liverpool 
were a touch sluggish, their pressing a notch below its frantic norm, shrugging at 
lost causes they would usually chase. 
Palace’s incisive counter-attacking initially topped the visitors’ cautious 
possession, and crucially their great strength was pitted against Liverpool’s 
obvious weakness; Wilfried Zaha only had sporadic moments of influence but 
they were terrifying for Liverpool’s right-back Alexander-Arnold. Just as Marcus 
Rashford exploited the space between full-back and centre-back at Old Trafford 
three weeks ago, Zaha made darting diagonal runs which the teenage defender 
failed to track, one of which earned Palace’s first-half penalty. 
Alexander-Arnold should not be too harshly judged, and is in part a victim of what 
makes Klopp’s team so compelling to watch, the full-backs pinned so high up the 
field that most of their defensive work begins with a scramble back towards a fire 
already raging. Those seconds were costly here in the first half, and, with Joe 
Gomez injured and Nathaniel Clyne only just returning, Klopp has a decision to 
make over who should play at right-back against City and the rapid Leroy Sane.   
Liverpool were given a warning after eight minutes, three minutes before 
conceding the penalty, when Yohan Cabaye collected the ball in the centre circle 
and picked out Zaha surging behind their defence. Loris Karius saved well with his 
chest, but a moment later he was culpable. Benteke flicked on a straightforward 
long ball and Zaha nipped in behind Alexander-Arnold, only to be wiped out by 
the onrushing Karius as he tried to stab the ball home. It was clear penalty, 
and Luka Milivojevic drilled the spot-kick into the corner. 
Liverpool threatened to equalise soon afterwards, almost exclusively via Sadio 
Mane at corners. First the forward managed to redirect Virgil van Dijk’s effort 
wide of the post from a couple of yards, then he nodded one in from close range 
but was ruled offside, and moments before half-time he flashed a low header 
across goal which was well repelled by a diving Wayne Hennessey. 
Mane was also at the heart of the half’s most controversial moment, when he was 
booked for diving in the penalty area a few yards from the irate Palace fans. There 
was some contact with James McArthur’s boot, but Mane only began his leap into 
the air once he’d stopped, felt something and a few cogs had turned. 
Liverpool got their equaliser less than five minutes after the break. Milner 
dummied a cross on his right foot, and when he did eventually fire along the six-
yard box with his left, he found Mane waiting in front of Mamadou Sakho to turn 
the ball in and bring the scores level. 
Ten minutes later Benteke endured a woeful minute, missing two brilliant chances 
to restore Palace’s lead. Both were teed up by Andros Townsend, one sliced 
horrifically wide, the other pushed over the bar as he fell. The Belgian has a fine 
goalscoring record against Liverpool but this episode was far more reminiscent of 
his form wearing their colours. 
Mane might have been shown a second yellow card shortly after the hour mark 
when he was deemed to have handled the ball on the floor, but referee Neil 
Swarbrick ignored baying calls for further punishment. The Senegalese was 
replaced soon after by Adam Lallana, but he lasted only a few minutes, limping 
away in a worrying sight for both club and country. 
With less than 10 minutes remaining, fellow substitute Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
bustled down the right wing and swung in a deep cross, where Andrew Robertson 
had the composure to coolly square to Salah who took a touch in the box… and 
everyone in Selhurst Park knew exactly what was coming next. Liverpool have a 
tight grip on the top four and a Champions League tie to relish.  
Crystal Palace (4-5-1): Hennessey, Wan Bissaka (Fosu-Mensah), Kelly, Sakho, Van 
Aanholt, McArthur, Milivojevic, Cabaye (Loftus-Cheek), Townsend, Benteke, Zaha. 
Subs: Lee, Cavalieri, Souare, Delaney, Riedewald.  
Liverpool (4-3-3): Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, van Dijk, Robertson, Milner, 
Henderson, Wijnaldum (Lallana (Lovren)), Salah, Firmino, Mane (Oxlade-
Chamberlain). Subs: Clyne, Moreno, Mignolet, Ings. 
Referee: Neil Swarbrick (Lancashire). 

 

 
POINTS DON'T ALWAYS MEAN PRIZES - Klopp warns City: Winning the 
League will count for nothing when you come to Anfield for a fiery 
knockout showdown 
CRYSTAL PALACE 1 
Milivojevic 13 pen 
LIVERPOOL 2 
Mane 49, Salah 84 
JURGEN KLOPP has claimed Manchester City's big lead in the Premier League will 
be forgotten in the furnace of a European night at Anfield. 
Liverpool warmed up for the domestic Champions League showdown with a 
fortunate win over plucky Palace thanks to Mo Salah's latest cool finish. 
The champions-elect will offer a very different challenge to Roy Hodgson's solid 
side who frustrated the out-of-sort Reds until they found a way to win. Pep 
Guardiola's style will suit them more, with more men committed forward - and 
more space. And after 12 goals between them in their two league meetings this 
season, Klopp is predicting another spectacular 90 minutes in a febrile 
atmosphere on Merseyside on Wednesday. 
"We know it's difficult," said Klopp (right). "Did we think before the first game we 
would lose 5-0? No. Did we think before the second we would win 4-3? No. But 
do we know we have a chance? Yes. 
"Actually that was clear before but they are the favourites. At specific moments I 
think we are on a similar level but they have been much more consistent and 
that's why they are about 20 points higher in the league. 
"I have no problem with respecting that. But we all know that in THE game it 
doesn't mean too much. 
"We see our chance but we know it will be unbelievably difficult. But if I was given 
the choice to watch a Champions League game on Wednesday I would watch this 
one. 
I"It is about tactics but there will be fire in the game. And it's at Anfield so the 
atmosphere will be good." 
But Sadio Mane, who was lucky to escape a second yellow card at Selhurst Park 
on Saturday after a clear and deliberate hand-ball, must make sure he does not 
get sent off it like at the Etihad Stadium last September. 
"To finish the game with 11 would be cool," Klopp added. 
Liverpool also have the unstoppable Salah, who has been involved in 38 Premier 
League s goals this season (29 goals, nine assists) - the most since Luis Suarez's 43 
in 2013-14. He has scored more goals this season (37) than Crystal Palace in all 
competitions (36). 
And the Egyptian moved to within three strikes of becoming the 
first Liverpool player since Ian Rush in 1986-87 to score 40 in all competitions. 
"He's a great player and helps us to win the games," said Mane. "Today he 
showed his quality. 
"Everybody is happy to have Mo in the team." 
The result was harsh on Palace but the Reds had SalahMane up front while the 
Eagles had goalshy former Liverpool striker Christian Benteke. 
Palace went ahead when Luka Milivojevic netted his seventh penalty of the 
season after Lorius Karis had clattered Wilf Zaha. Liverpoollaboured to equalise 
until Mane's neat 49th-minute finish. Salah netted the winner after 84 minutes. 
World Cup after leaving Selhurst Park on crutches. 
The England star limped off after only six minutes of his appearance as a second-
half substitute. He will undergo a scan on a serious hamstring strain in the next 24 
hours but he is unlikely to play for Liverpool again this season. 
England boss Gareth Southgate it d t hihi 23 is expected to name his 23-man 
World Cup squad shortly after the end of the Premier League season on May 13, 
and Lallana is unlikely to be included. 
Kop boss Jurgen Klopp said after the game: "It looks absolutely bad. It looks like a 
problem with the muscle but we can't make any further assessment so far. We 
will do that as quickly as possible." 
STAT IS AMAZING CRYSTAL PALACE Hennessey 7, Wan-Bissaka 7 (Fosu-Mensah 
88), Kelly 6, Sakho 7, van Aanholt 7, Cabaye 7 (Loftus-Cheek 73, 6), Milivojevic 7, 
McArthur 6, Townsend 7, Benteke 5, Zaha 6 LIVERPOOL Karius 6, Alexander-
Arnold 6, Matip 6, van Dijk 7, Robertson 7, Milner 7, Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 6 
(Lallana 64, 5) (Lovren 70, 5), Salah 7, Firmino 6, Mane 7 (Oxlade-Chamberlain 64, 
6) 
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Superstar Salah stops it becoming another one of those days at Crystal 
Palace 
One of those players stop it becoming one of those days This had all the hallmarks 
of one of those games. One of those afternoons. A weekend-spoiler, as it is known 
in some circles. Selhurst Park. Roy Hodgson. Christian Benteke. Mamadou Sakho. 
The international break. Thank heavens Dwight Gayle decided to move to 
Newcastle. And then, the game itself. A refereeing performance up there with one 
of the poorest this season. A penalty conceded, a defence looking rattled. Sadio 
Mane having his ankles kicked while walking a tightrope; an injury to Adam Lallana, 
who just had appeared as substitute no more than five minutes before; a reshuffle 
as Liverpool limped over the line. But then, Mohamed Salah is just one of those 
players. One of those superstars. He had been quiet in the first half, and he wasn't 
alone. On the periphery for the majority of a turgid 45 minutes from the away side, 
his class was limited to glimpses from set-pieces, his corner kicks providing the 
Reds with their two best opportunities. 
Liverpool returned for the second half alive, and so did the Egyptian. His touch was 
sharper, his movement quicker. Perhaps he would have been better served 
terrorising Greece on Tuesday, rather than sit on the bench; he is a player who 
loves rhythm. He also loves to score goals. With eight minutes remaining, he 
produced his 37th of a debut campaign that defies description or belief. He is now 
level with Didier Drogba as the most prolific African footballer in a single season; 
he is just one goal away from the 30-goal mark, and five short of the 34-goal 
record which stands for a single Premier League season. 
Closer to home, only Ian Rush and 'Sir' Roger Hunt have scored more in a league 
campaign for Liverpool. From a knight of the realm to the Egyptian king. Salah is 
truly Anfield royalty. His ceiling feels higher than most others who have been at the 
club. There are plenty who deserve credit for ensuring this afternoon did not pan 
out how so many might have feared, both before and during the game. 
Andy Robertson was fantastic, man of the match. James Milner was warrior-like in 
the second half. Roberto Firmino led from the front, and Loris Karius made 
amends. But even in his quietest moments, the quality of Salah speaks louder than 
all. He is just one of those players. He should be cherished, for there are few of 
them. Mane relishes the pantomime villain role 
Sadio Mane was the pantomime villain at Selhurst Park, in a stadium which needs 
no invitation to attach the label to an opposition player. 
The Senegalese wide man went down under the challenge of James McArthur. It 
was theatrical and over-exaggerated, but there has been contact. The Scottish 
international had slid in recklessly and collided boot with boot. 
Perhaps less showmanship would have led to a spot kick, although the general 
consensus was dive – one shared by referee Neil Swarbrick, who booked him. 
Booed with every touch from that moment, he silenced the home support with a 
well-taken finish from a move he started. It was the first moment of genuine 
quality his side had produced, and was given the deft touch it deserved. 
From there, bedlam. He gallivanted forward and looked a danger, but also 
provided the same danger to his own side. Booked, and being kicked, he went 
down under another challenge. Grabbing the ball in protest, the referee blew for 
handball. He had to be given a second yellow, cried the home fans. 
Oh no he wasn't. But it was not an outrageous decision to keep Mane on the field, 
despite initial belief. It was a moment of Swarbrick taking stock, one which was not 
befitting the terrible performance from the official. The foul should have been 
awarded but changes in the rules leaves the second yellow far more open to 
interpretation. The player might have been lucky to stay on the field – the 
definition of 'preventing a promising attack' is open to interpretation - but it was 
not a given he would be sent off. Jurgen Klopp, along with a whole host of players 
and observers (this one included, initally), did not realise this. A reprieve for Mane, 
but even more anger from the stands, aggrieved at what they had witnessed. 
Mane would depart soon after, walking the tightest of tightropes. Heckles in his 
ears, but with the knowledge he helped Liverpool to a vital three points. 
Klopp rolls the three-sided dice Spare a thought for Adam Lallana, who is enduring 
the worst campaign of his top-flight career, and perhaps ever. 
A season which has been destroyed by injury was given one – final? - blow as he 
lasted just four minutes, on as a substitute, before hobbling off with an apparent 
hamstring injury. He looked distraught and rightly so, but the sympathy would have 
to wait. Having introduced his only two midfielders into the game as the same time 
– Lallana appearing alongside Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain – Jurgen Klopp had to 
reshuffle the pack. The three-man defence was in vogue last season, with Antonio 
Conte adopting it during Chelsea's march to the Premier League title. With Danny 
Ings the only realistic man to emerge from the bench, Dejan Lovren appeared 
instead. A gamble, and one which worked in spectacular fashion. 
Sure, the system is immaterial when there is a player like Mohamed Salah on the 
field. It doesn't matter if it is 4-3-3, 3-5-2 or 9-0-1 – if Salah is a part of it, there is 
more chance of victory than not. But with time running out, the newly-founded left 
wing back Andy Robertson found that pocket of space which those in that role can. 
With three centre-backs behind him, he was far more advanced, and controlled 
the ball deep in the 18-yard box. Salah, in the centre forward position, did what he 
only knows how. Goal number 37, a figure which needs reading out loud to truly  

appreciate. The Egyptian often takes up residence in those central positions, but 
after the enforced change in formation, he was never going to be anywhere else. 
Then came back Palace, with the sort of football that requires three centre backs 
to repel it. Lovren did not enter the field cold, but instead, had already become 
familiar in his role between Joel Matip and Virgil van Dijk. 
He, and Liverpool, stood firm. They had turned misfortune into something better, 
and with it, edged closer to the fortunes of a second-successive season in the 
Champions League. Out with the old... 
Much of the focus before the trip to Selhurst Park focused on those who had once 
graced Anfield. Christian Benteke and Mamadou Sakho had conflicting careers on 
Merseyside, but both ended with moves to South London. 
Last season, they combined in a way nobody saw coming. Sakho, then still at 
Liverpool but on loan at Palace, emerged from the bench to celebrate with match-
winner Benteke after his strikes condemned the Reds a 2-1 home defeat. 
The duo conspired here to make an impact on the scoreline, but in different ways. 
Benteke missed two glorious chances, within minutes of each other, to keep the 
score at 1-1. The Liverpool defence looked vulnerable and ragged, but when 
presented with opportunities in quick succession, the Belgian fired wide, and then 
high. Sakho had a different sort of afternoon. The self-proclaimed 'Scouse Soldier' 
is part of a different army now, and put in a good showing to repel a fantastic front 
three in the first half – albeit one off-colour, possibly suffering from just a handful 
of training sessions after the international break. What reflected even more on 
their performances was those who replaced them at Liverpool. 
Roberto Firmino joined the club in the same summer as Benteke, but he was the 
one who took up the no.9 role ahead of the Belgian when Jurgen Klopp arrived. It 
was evident why. After a slow start, the Brazilian warmed up and helped a much 
more fluid second half showing from those around him. It was Matip who, in part, 
replaced Sakho at the start of the summer of 2016. As Sakho was relegated to the 
Under-23s, Matip was seen as the club's first-choice centre back after his move 
from Schalke. There wasn't much evidence of that being the right move on this 
afternoon. Matip has had much better showings for Liverpool, and Sakho has had 
much worse, too. Long-term, there is no suggestion Sakho should be replacing 
Matip in this Liverpool line-up. But Matip has to be better, and has Benteke – 
amongst others – to thank for the spotlight not falling on him more. 
The Trent problem emerges Liverpool might have a problem, and it is perhaps 
testament to the development of Trent Alexander-Arnold that it has just surfaced 
now. It must be remembered that he remains a teenager, and one who still only 
has 34 first-team appearances at the club. He remains in the embryonic stages of 
his Anfield career. But rarely will he have suffered afternoons like those at Old 
Trafford and Selhurst Park over the past three weeks. Jurgen Klopp defended the 
prodigious talent for his role in Manchester United's fast start three weeks ago, 
and though he was right to point out he was not the sole culprit, he was at fault as 
Marcus Rashford tore down the left. Maybe that performance provided the 
lightbulb for Roy Hodgson. Wilfried Zaha – Crystal Palace's most influential player – 
is similar in style and position to Rashford. The pre-match preparations centred 
around Christian Benteke and the expectancy of Palace gaining entry through the 
front door. Instead, they found a window ajar around the side and writhed their 
way into the ascendency. It was diagonal ball which led to the penalty award. Joel 
Matip was daydreaming, Jordan Henderson didn't challenge Benteke and Loris 
Karius' decision-making was poor. But Alexander-Arnold allowed Zaha to come 
around his blind side, just as he had minutes previous. Karius saved him on that 
occasion, this time he didn't. There is no shame in a young player enduring 
difficulties against players who possess the vibrancy and quality of Rashford and 
Zaha. It won't happen every week. He also deserves a lot of credit for how he 
quietened the Ivorian in the second half. Up next, however, is Manchester City and 
Leroy Sane. A team and a player Alexander-Arnold struggled against in September, 
losing 5-0, albeit with mitigating circumstances. With Nathaniel Clyne back on the 
bench, Klopp has a decision to make. It has been a long, hard and successful 
season for Alexander-Arnold. With a target on his back however, he might need to 
be taken out of the firing line. 

 
Mohamed Salah strikes again as Eagles sink further into relegation 
trouble 
Mohamed Salah scored his 37th goal of the season as Liverpoolsealed a 2-1 
comeback win at Selhurst Park to leave Crystal Palacein real danger of being 
relegated from the Premier League. 
Luka Milivovevic scored a first-half penalty after Wilfried Zaha would fouled by 
Liverpool goalkeeper Loris Karius to send Palace into the break with a valuable 
lead, but Sadio Mane struck soon after the interval to set up a tense finish. 
Christian Benteke missed two gilt-edged chances within a minute of each other as 
both sides went in search of the three points, and Liverpool star Salah predictably 
grabbed the winner with a low volley seven minutes from time. 
Salah's 29th Premier League goal of the 2017-18 campaign leaves Palace just two 
points off the relegation zone before the rest of the weekend's action, and Roy 
Hodgson will once again rue an impressive performance which resulted in no 
points. In addition to Wilfried Zaha passing a late fitness test to start, Roy 
Hodgson's team had been further strengthened by the return to their starting XI 
of the fit-again Yohan Cabaye for the first time since the defeat at Everton on 
February 10. They are yet to secure a league point this season in Zaha's absence  
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and he again demonstrated his importance to their ambitions when he tested 
Loris Karius early on. 
After being sent one-on-one with the goalkeeper following a fine ball from Cabaye 
and despite minimal time and space, he controlled with his left foot amid 
suspicions of handball before shooting with his right and watching Karius clear. 
When he again went rushing through on goal, Karius needlessly rushed out and 
clumsily took him down, leaving referee Neil Swarbrick with little choice but to 
award the hosts a 13th-minute penalty. For the seventh time this season, 
Milivojevic scored from the penalty spot, shooting powerfully into the bottom left 
corner while Karius dived right, to give Palace the lead. 
It was then that Mane attempted to impose himself. In his own attempts to win a 
penalty he appeared to dive under minimal contact from James McArthur and 
was booked. He has at times struggled to reproduce the same form as last season 
while Mohamed Salah has excelled, and it was the Egyptian who tested Palace's 
Wayne Hennessey with a curling effort the goalkeeper jumped to collect. 
With a low header from Salah's corner, Mane then forced Hennessey into a diving 
reaction save before McArthur scrambled clear, but Palace absorbed that 
pressure to retain their lead until four minutes into the second half. 
Crystal Palace 1-2 Liverpool | Roy Hodgson post-match reaction 
Following James Milner's low ball from the left wing, the alert Mane finished low 
at the near post beyond Hennessey and was soon fortunate not to be sent off. 
Benteke missed the first of two fine chances against his former team when a 
header from Milivojevic sent him one-on-one with Karius before his composure 
deserted him and he hooked harmlessly wide. Almost immediately after, Andros 
Townsend's run and pass put him into a similarly-promising position, but he then 
snatched at the ball and again shot over the crossbar. 
With Liverpool still under threat, Mane conceded a free-kick with a blatant 
handball that should have led to a second yellow card. He was soon substituted, 
and then watched as his replacement Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain contributed to 
Salah's winning goal. The midfielder's cross from the right wing found Andrew 
Robertson on the left, and when he played the ball towards Salah, the Egyptian 
coolly finished low into the bottom corner to secure all three points. 

 

 
 

 
Liverpool labour before Salah kills Palace with deadly touch 
Crystal Palace 1 Milivojevic 13 pen Liverpool 2 Mane 49, Salah 84 Att: 25,807 
Such is the quality of Mohamed Salah, and such is the fear he inspires, there was 
an air of ominous inevitability about this match-winning intervention even as his 
team-mates struggled and scrapped around him. To be clear, this was a long way 
from vintage Liverpool, who found the going tough against a Crystal Palace 
brimming with energy and speed. But with Salah finishing like this, Jurgen Klopp's 
side hardly need to play well to win. Anfield's "Egyptian King", as ever, needed 
just one clear opening to make the difference. It arrived with the match in the 
balance, six minutes remaining. He took one touch to kill the ball, and another to 
kill the game. "That makes him a proper striker," Klopp said. "If you only score 
when you have a perfect day, you can't score in all the games he has. 
Outstanding." It was Salah's 37th goal of the season, and his 29th in the Premier 
League. It was also the 21st league game in which he had scored, equalling the 
record for an entire season that was previously shared between Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Robin van Persie. The late strike, added to Sadio Mane's second-half 
equaliser, sent Liverpool 10 points clear of fifth-placed Chelsea in the hunt for 
Champions League qualification. There will, however, be questions asked of their 
defence, which again looked vulnerable ahead of their European meeting with 
Manchester City this week, and of the officials, who failed to show Mane a second 
yellow card for a deliberate handball in the second half. There will be a post-
match inquest for Palace, too, and particularly for Christian Benteke, who spurned 
two of the clearest chances he could have hoped to get against his former side. 
Roy Hodgson, the Palace manager, was quick to praise Benteke's all-round 
performance, but he will know as well as anyone that the Belgian's abysmal 
return of just two goals all season is a major factor behind the side's inability to 
push up the table. "When you are a forward and you have not scored for a while, 
and then you miss a couple of chances, that is all people want to talk about," 
Hodgson said. "I judge him by different values." Thankfully for Palace and 
Benteke, they have a favourable run-in and there was more than enough 
positivity here for the home fans to feel comfortable about the club's Premier 
League future. Wilfried Zaha, for example, was unplayable at times. Andros 
Townsend provided industry on the right, and the return of Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
can only be good news for a side lacking in guile. Palace, in short, should be fine. 
"Our possession was good, our movement, our ability to ask questions 
of Liverpool's defence," Hodgson said. "So it was a bitter blow to concede the 
second goal as we did. A point was the minimum we could have accepted." 
They started the game energetically, and Zaha had already blown a hole in the 
visitors' back line before he blitzed past Trent Alexander-Arnold and was clattered 
by goalkeeper Loris Karius. There was no doubt about the penalty decision, and it 
was no surprise to see Luka Milivojevic subsequently lash the ball into the bottom 
corner of the net. It was the fourth penalty Zaha has earned this season - no 
player has won more - and third spot-kick Milivojevic has scored in six games. 
With Benteke dominant in the air and Zaha so sharp across the 
floor, Liverpool looked wobbly. There were still chances, though, with Salah 
testing Palace keeper Wayne Hennessey and Mane diverting a corner inches wide. 
Mane had the ball in the net before the break but was rightly flagged offside, 
while he was also booked for diving after a delayed and dramatic fall following a 
challenge from James McArthur. "There was no dive," Klopp said. "Diving is 
without contact and there was contact, 100 per cent." 
After the break, Liverpool found the equaliser through Mane, tapping home from 
a low James Milner cross. For a moment, it seemed that might herald a period 
of Liverpool dominance, but this was far too disjointed and frantic an afternoon 
for either side to take sustained control. 
As Palace continued to press, their opponents allowed Benteke two clear 
opportunities in the space of a minute. He skewed both efforts off target. 
Liverpool were then lucky that Mane, whose afternoon was veering between 
brilliance and buffoonery, was not dismissed for picking up the ball when he 
thought he had been fouled. Neil Swarbrick, the referee, awarded Palace a free-
kick but declined to show Mane a second yellow. 
Klopp was less generous, instantly replacing Mane with playmaker Adam Lallana. 
To his chagrin, and to the worry of anyone with interest in England's World Cup 
hopes, Lallana soon hobbled off nursing what appeared to be a hamstring 
problem. Klopp admitted the injury looked "absolutely bad", especially as Lallana 
has already missed so much football this season. "Maybe one of the biggest 
achievements of our team is that they could play a season like they have played 
without Adam." Back on the field, Salah was waiting for his moment to grab the 
headlines. A deep cross from Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, on as a substitute, found 
Andy Robertson at the back post. The Scotland full-back found Salah in the six-
yard box, and Salah simply did what Salah always does. 
Crystal Palace (4-3-3) Hennessey 7; Wan-Bissaka 7 (Fosu-Mensah 88), Kelly 6, 
Sakho 5, Van Aanholt 6; Cabaye 6 (Loftus-Cheek 73), Milivojevic 6, McArthur 6; 
Townsend 6, Benteke 5, Zaha 7 Subs Cavalieri (g), Chung-yong, Souare, Delaney, 
Riedewald Booked Benteke, McArthur. 
Liverpool (4-3-3) Karius 5; Alexander-Arnold 6, Matip 5, Van Dijk 7, Robertson 6; 
Wijnaldum 6 (Lallana 65, Lovren 70), Henderson 6, Milner 7; Salah 7, Firmino 7, 
Mane 6 (Oxlade-Chamberlain 64). Subs Mignolet (g), Clyne, Moreno, Ings. Booked 
Karius, Mane. Referee Neil Swarbrick (Lancashire). 
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Salah strikes again 
CRYSTAL PALACE 1 Milivojevic pen 13 
LIVERPOOL 2 Mane 49, Salah 84 
Thirty-seven goals, and counting. Mohamed Salah, celebrated in song as the 
Egyptian King, joined Premier League royalty in the record books. He may not be 
sprinkled with Cristiano Ronaldo's stardust and is logically unlikely to match the 
longevity of Robin van Persie, but his legacy promises to be equally profound. He 
rescued an indifferent performance, setting Liverpool up for a week in which the 
Merseyside derby will be compressed between two titanic Champions League ties 
against Manchester City. It was the 21st Premier League match in which he has 
scored this season, territory occupied only by Real Madrid's resident genius and 
Feyenoord's favourite son. 
Liverpool's margin for error has been reinforced; they are 10 points ahead of 
Chelsea, having played two games more. Yet Selhurst Park, setting for the sloppy 
draw that effectively cost them the title in 2014, could so easily have been the 
scene of another definitive disappointment. 
Sadio Mane should have been sent off for taking the law, and the ball, into his 
own hands just before he was substituted to save him from himself. Adam 
Lallana, his replacement, lasted only three minutes before suffering what 
appeared to be a serious muscle injury that shrouds his World Cup place in 
significant doubt. "It doesn't look good," said Jurgen Klopp. "He is really down in 
the dressing room. He's our boy, our best friend. One of the biggest compliments I 
could give the side is that they were able to play a season like this without a 
player like Adam Lallana. I didn't think it was possible." 
Roy Hodgson mourned "Groundhog Day", and another narrow, undeserved 
defeat against the elite. His team, understandably downbeat, have a manageable 
run-in and a pleasing flow to their play. They lack the haunted look of others in 
the scramble and, but for the chronic weakness of Christian Benteke in front of 
goal, would have had due reward. 
Hodgson tried to protect a player shorn of belief but could not avoid the reality of 
his profligacy: "He's working hard, is disciplined, and doing what he can to bring 
other players into the game, but when a centre-forward misses chances that is 
what people want to judge him by. What happens in the penalty area is the 
difference in the game." 
Palace are a different side without Wilfried Zaha, who excelled here despite being 
unable to train because of a knee injury. He stretches defences with his pace, 
preys on the mind of full-backs and uses innate cunning to good, if contentious, 
effect. Pep Guardiola will have noticed the way he exploited the channel between 
Trent Alexander-Arnold and Joel Matip. 
Referee Neil Swarbrick, poor throughout, did not spot his sly control of the ball 
with his right fist before his instant shot was chested away for an early, mercifully 
unproductive corner by Loris Karius. The goalkeeper was again left exposed in the 
13th minute. Benteke beat Jordan Henderson to a midfield header, Zaha sped 
inside the full-back and raised his foot to control the ball when he was flattened 
by Karius, who dived the wrong way as Luka Milivojevic struck the penalty hard 
and low into the bottom left corner of his net. 
Mane became the centre of the game's gravity. He had a headed goal disallowed 
for offside and was booked for simulation after he fell when his trailing leg 
appeared to be taken away by James McArthur. Then Wayne Hennessey made an 
elastic, one-handed save from Mane's flicked header. 
Klopp's demeanour in his 100th Premier League match signalled the ferocity of his 
half-time team talk. His strictures worked; Liverpoolrequired four minutes to draw 
level, Mane stealing in front of former Liverpool player Mamadou Sakho to steer 
in James Milner's low cross. 
Mane should have been sent off just after the hour when, under what he clearly 
believed was illegal pressure from Andros Townsend, he scooped up the ball and 
prevented Yohan Cabaye accelerating into the penalty area. 
Klopp recognised the danger and substituted him almost immediately. Football is 
a game of minute margins and lucky generals. With six minutes remaining, Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain found room for a deep cross from the right, Milner turned 
the ball inside and Salah, with that familiar sinuous, instant movement, found 
space to score his 13th goal in his last 11 matches. City have been warned. 
Star man: Mohamed Salah (Liverpool) Yellow cards: Crystal Palace: McArthur, 
Benteke Liverpool: Karius, Mane Referee: N Swarbrick Attendance: 25,807 Crystal 
Palace: Hennessey 6, Wan-Bissaka 6 (Fosu-Mensah 88min, 6), Kelly 7, Sakho 5, 
Van Aanholt 6, McArthur 6, Milivojevic 7, Cabaye 6 (Loftus-Cheek 74min, 6), 
Townsend 6, Benteke 5, Zaha 7 Substitutes: Cavalieri, Lee, Souare, Delaney, 
Riedewald 
Liverpool: Karius 6, Alexander-Arnold 5, Matip 5, Van Dijk 7, Robertson 6, Milner 
7, Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 5 (Oxlade-Chamberlain 64min, 6), Salah 8, Firmino 6, 
Mane 7 (Lallana 64min, 6; Lovren 70min, 6) Substitutes: Mignolet, Clyne, Moreno, 

Ings 
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Mohamed Salah's late goal snatched a victory for Liverpool at Crystal Palace and 
left their hosts two points above the relegation zone. 
The Egyptian took a touch before firing past keeper Wayne Hennessey after Andy 
Robertson had crossed in from the left. 
Luka Milivojevic had converted from the spot early in the first half to give Palace 
the lead after Liverpool keeper Loris Karius took out Wilfried Zaha. 
And Sadio Mane turned in James Milner's cross shortly after the break to level. 
Liverpool had plenty of chances to score in the first half at Selhurst Park as Salah's 
curling effort tested Hennessey and Mane came close with two headed efforts. 
Karius' early error looked costly as Palace clung on until half-time but Liverpool 
responded within four minutes of the restart when Milner and Robertson 
combined down the left to set up Mane. 
Christian Benteke then missed two clear goalscoring chances in as many minutes 
before Patrick van Aanholt's fizzing free-kick was palmed away by Karius. 
There were appeals for Mane to be shown a second yellow card - he was booked 
for diving in the first half - after he picked up the ball on the edge of the area but 
referee Neil Swarbrick settled for a free-kick. 
The Reds then completed the comeback when Salah scored his 29th Premier 
League goal of the season - equalling the league record of scoring in 21 matches in 
a 38-game season. 
Salah saves Liverpool's blushes 
Liverpool headed to Selhurst Park knowing they have an important week ahead. 
The Reds host Manchester City in the first leg of their Champions League quarter-
final on Wednesday before making the short trip to Merseyside rivals Everton in 
next Saturday's Premier League derby. 
But Jurgen Klopp named a strong starting line-up in his 100th Premier League 
game in charge despite expectations he would rest several key players. 
But Liverpool's first-half performance did not match the boldness of Klopp's 
selection as they lacked intensity and imagination against a stubborn Palace 
defence. 
Mane's equaliser early in the second half was a good response but Benteke missed 
two great chances moments later to regain Palace's lead. 
Liverpool had further chances and so did Palace but it was Salah who once again 
came to the rescue - saving the visitors' blushes. 
Victory takes Liverpool up to second place in the Premier League table - at least for 
a few hours as Manchester United host Swansea at 15:00 BST. 
More missed opportunities for Palace 
Roy Hodgson's side suffered yet another defeat against a team in the top six and, 
having taken an early lead, this was a missed opportunity. 
Palace were the better side in the first half and deserved to be in front after Zaha 
had won a penalty when he was clattered by Karius. 
They then defended well - keeping Salah out of action and frustrating Mane. 
Even after Liverpool had responded and equalised, Palace grew in confidence and 
started to create more in attack. 
But Benteke missed two golden opportunities to regain the lead and it ultimately 
proved costly as Salah showed the required prolificacy at the other end. 
Former Liverpool striker Benteke has missed 20 of the 22 big chances he has had in 
the Premier League this season, more than any other player. 
Palace have now suffered five defeats in their last six games and are two points 
above the relegation zone - with their rivals all yet to play. 
After throwing away leads against both Manchester United and Liverpool in the 
space of a month, Salah's late winner will come as yet another blow to the south 
London side. 
Major blow for Adam Lallana 
Adam Lallana has started just one game for Liverpool this season after struggling 
with injury. 
He came on as a second-half substitute at Selhurst Park in the hope of gaining 
more match fitness following a 30-minute cameo for England on Tuesday. 
But it was not what he or Klopp had hoped for when he hobbled off within three 
minutes of his introduction. 
The 29-year-old midfielder has played just 215 minutes of Premier League football 
this season and now looks set to spend more time on the sidelines. 
"It is not good, he is really down in the dressing room," Klopp said. "It is really 
difficult, whatever injury it looks like a muscle one." 
'Not a Sadio Mane day' - what the managers said 
Crystal Palace boss Roy Hodgson, speaking to Sky Sports: "It's very disappointing 
for them to get the winning goal so close to the end of the game. It's tough to take. 
"It feels like a groundhog day when we play against the top teams. In the second 
half we played well and controlled the ball and created better chances but we also 
conceded both goals." 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp, speaking to BBC Sport: "It is usual for us that we 
need to fight here, especially after a difficult start, but it makes it more special at 
the end. The win was deserved. 
On Mane's booking for diving: "For me, it's a penalty, it's clear. He is 0.1 seconds 
too late going down, but it's a penalty. With contact, how can that be a dive? I 
spoke to the referee at half-time. 
"There were a few strange situations today and Mane had to go through 80 
minutes of being whistled. It was not a Sadio Mane day today. I thought he would 
be sent off for handling the ball. I did not understand it but am happy he didn't." 

 
 

Wasteful Palace - the best of the stats 
Liverpool have now won 679 top-flight away games - no side has ever won more 
(level with Arsenal). 
Salah has scored in 21 different Premier League games this season; a joint high for 
a 38-game season in the competition (Cristiano Ronaldo in 2007-08 and Robin van 
Persie in 2012-13). 
Salah has been involved in 38 Premier League goals this season (29 goals, nine 
assists), the most by any player in the competition since Luis Suarez in 2013-14 
(43). 
Crystal Palace are the first team to lose three consecutive Premier League home 
games because of goals conceded in the final 10 minutes (88th vs Tottenham, 90th 
vs Man Utd and 84th vs Liverpool). 
Mane became the joint highest scoring Senegalese player in Premier League 
history, equalling Demba Ba's haul of 43 in the competition. 
It was also Mane's fifth Premier League strike against Crystal Palace - more than he 
has got against any other opponent. 
No player has won more Premier League penalties this season than Zaha (four), 
while Luka Milivojevic has taken (eight) and scored (seven) the most spot-kicks this 
season. 
Man of the match - Andy Robertson 
What's next? 
Crystal Palace travel to Bournemouth in the Premier League next Saturday (15:00 
BST). 
Liverpool host Manchester City in the quarter-finals of the Champions League on 
Wednesday (19:45 BST) before travelling to Goodison Park for the league's 
Merseyside derby on Saturday (12:30 BST). 
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Match ends, Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 2. 
90'+5' Second Half ends, Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 2. 
89' Attempt missed. Timothy Fosu-Mensah (Crystal Palace left footed shot from outside 
the box misses to the right. 
88' Substitution, Crystal Palace. Timothy Fosu-Mensah replaces Aaron Wan-Bissaka. 
86' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Andrew Robertson. 
84' Goal! Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 2. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool right footed shot from 
the centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Andrew Robertson. 
83' Attempt missed. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed shot from outside 
the box is too high. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
82' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aaron Wan-Bissaka. 
77' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Andrew Robertson. 
75' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
75' Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace wins a free kick on the right wing. 
73' Substitution, Crystal Palace. Ruben Loftus-Cheek replaces Yohan Cabaye. 
70' Substitution, Liverpool. Dejan Lovren replaces Adam Lallana because of an injury. 
70' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
68' Delay in match Adam Lallana (Liverpool because of an injury. 
65' Substitution, Liverpool. Adam Lallana replaces Georginio Wijnaldum. 
64' Substitution, Liverpool. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain replaces Sadio Mané. 
64' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
64' Foul by Yohan Cabaye (Crystal Palace. 
62' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Loris Karius. 
62' Attempt saved. Patrick van Aanholt (Crystal Palace left footed shot from outside the 
box is saved in the top left corner. 
60' Hand ball by Sadio Mané (Liverpool. 
59' Attempt missed. Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is too high. Assisted by Andros Townsend following a fast break. 
58' Attempt missed. Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is too high. Assisted by Andros Townsend with a headed pass. 
57' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
57' Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
56' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
56' Foul by Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace. 
52' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by James McArthur. 
51' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is close, but misses the top left corner. Assisted by James Milner with a headed 
pass. 
49' Goal! Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 1. Sadio Mané (Liverpool left footed shot from very 
close range to the bottom left corner. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
 Second Half begins Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 0. 
45'+3' First Half ends, Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 0. 
45' James McArthur (Crystal Palace is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
45' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
45' Foul by James McArthur (Crystal Palace. 
44' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is saved in 
the centre of the goal. Assisted by Mohamed Salah with a cross. 
43' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Mamadou Sakho. 
43' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the box is blocked. 
43' Attempt blocked. Sadio Mané (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
41' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
38' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is too 
high. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
38' Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace is shown the yellow card. 
38' Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
38' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace. 
37' Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
37' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace. 
35' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andros Townsend. 
34' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
34' Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
31' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
31' Foul by James McArthur (Crystal Palace. 
30' Offside, Liverpool. Roberto Firmino tries a through ball, but Sadio Mané is caught 
offside. 
29' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is 
blocked. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
29' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Mamadou Sakho. 
29' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
28' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
26' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
26' Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
24' Sadio Mané (Liverpool is shown the yellow card. 
24' Sadio Mané (Liverpool has gone down, but that's a dive. 
23' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Andrew Robertson. 
15' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
15' Yohan Cabaye (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
15' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. 

 
 
13' Goal! Crystal Palace 1, Liverpool 0. Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace converts the 
penalty with a right footed shot to the bottom left corner. 
12' Loris Karius (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
12' Penalty conceded by Loris Karius (Liverpool after a foul in the penalty area. 
12' Penalty Crystal Palace. Wilfried Zaha draws a foul in the penalty area. 
11' Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool header from very close range is close, but 
misses to the left. Assisted by Virgil van Dijk following a corner. 
11' Attempt blocked. Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Salah with a cross. 
11' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aaron Wan-Bissaka. 
8' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Loris Karius. 
8' Attempt saved. Wilfried Zaha (Crystal Palace right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Yohan Cabaye with a through ball. 
2' Offside, Crystal Palace. Wayne Hennessey tries a through ball, but Christian Benteke is 
caught offside. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


