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Klopp running out of options to arrest Liverpool's decline 
Hull City 2 N'Diaye 44, Niasse 84 Liverpool 0 Referee: L Mason Attendance: 24,822 
The greatest contrast came not on the pitch, even if Hull City had given their all 
and Liverpool had offered nothing, but with the managers. While Marco Silva is 
working a miracle, Jurgen Klopp looked and sounded as if he needs one. 
Liverpool have now endured their worst start to a calendar year since 1954, a 
season in which they were relegated, and Klopp left the KCOM Stadium seeking to 
put a brave face on the reality that a place in the top four will slip from his side's 
grasp unless he can correct an alarming downturn. 
"When I get up, I will only be solution-orientated," Klopp said. "There are 
solutions, 100 per cent. Even though at this moment it feels really bad, it's not the 
biggest problem in the world." 
Yet the conundrums facing Liverpool and their manager are onerous. 
Fragile foundations? When Liverpool thrashed Hull 5-1 in September, with Sadio 
Mane, Adam Lallana and Philippe Coutinho among the goalscorers, it came in a 
twomonth period when they swatted all-comers aside and moved clear at the 
summit of the table. Yet their slump pre-dates the new year and has lasted as 
long as those swaggering displays when anything felt possible. 
Klopp's confidence in his players, having invested so much in them, is clearly 
being tested. He must hope that he has not overestimated their capabilities, 
confusing players capable of raising their game when everything goes for them 
with those good enough to produce consistently over an entire campaign. 
Liverpool, in general, have a habit of believing that they are better than they 
really are. Good players do not need to be constantly defended by their manager; 
they go out and prove it where it matters. Yet Liverpool's defeats this season have 
come to teams in 18th place (Burnley), 12th (Bournemouth), 20th (Swansea) and 
19th (Hull). Chelsea have dropped only two points against teams outside the top 
six. 
How Klopp can change it Liverpool do have options. Loris Karius can replace 
Simon Mignolet, at fault for Alfred N'Diaye's opener for Hull, in goal. The midfield 
could be stiffened if James Milner moves forward and Alberto Moreno comes in 
at left back, while Daniel Sturridge and Divock Origi could bolster an attacking 
triumvirate that has lost its spark. But they don't feel like convincing changes that 
will make a great difference. Sturridge has not been able to muster any 
semblance of form, partly because of injury but also because he is never afforded 
a run of games, and Origi has lost his way. 
Opponents no longer drop deep because they are scared of Liverpool, but as a 
tactic to stymie them. A striker who would provide a different focal point would 
amount to a Plan B, but there is not one. Many Liverpool supporters openly 
wonder why Emre Can is starting, but the more telling question is why is it a 
choice between Can or Georginio Wijnaldum? Not long ago Klopp was reminding 
his inquisitors of their impertinence for questioning whether his midfield was 
strong enough. As Tom Huddlestone caught the eye for Hull, 
the Liverpool manager might be minded to accept that argument was not so 
flimsy. 
Money, money, money It is a year ago today since Liverpool supporters walked 
out of Anfield en masse during a draw with Sunderland in protest at plans to hike 
up ticket prices. Faced with their biggest crisis, owners Fenway Sports Group 
backed down. That was then, this is now. Klopp maintains Liverpool's failure to 
consolidate in January was because targets were not available rather than the 
club being unwilling to spend. 
This summer's transfer plans will be interesting. Liverpool need a new goalkeeper, 
a left back, a centre half, possibly two, a central midfielder and an out-and-out 
goalscorer. 
Conservative cost? PS120 million -- and Liverpool will not have a player to cash in 
on, like Luis Suarez in 2014, Raheem Sterling in 2015 or Christian Benteke in 2016, 
unless Sturridge leaves. If the club's ambition was not found wanting last month, 
it will come under scrutiny again. 
Where has all the energy gone? Rediscovering the boundless energy of 
September and October will be key to reviving Liverpool's Champions League 
hopes. They need to start matches more quickly, having failed to score before the 
55th minute in any of their past five games. Liverpool conceded the first goal on 
four occasions in their opening 21 matches, coming back to win three of those. 
They have now fallen behind in each of their past three games and not won any of 
them. One thing is certain: do not expect Liverpool's substitutes to wrest a game 
back from the brink. Substitutes have scored only three in the league this season 
and on two occasions the outcome was beyond doubt. Only Origi's breakthrough 
in a 2-0 win against Sunderland in November has been crucial. Last season, 
Klopp's substitutions earned Liverpool 11 points. 
RATINGS Hull City (4-4-1-1): E Jakupovic 7 -- O Elabdellaoui 7, A Ranocchia 7, H 
Maguire 8, A Robertson 7 -- K Grosicki 6 (sub: D Meyler 80min), T Huddlestone 8, 
A N'Diaye 7, S Clucas 6 -- Evandro 6 (sub: J Tymon 62, 6) -- A Hernandez 6 (sub: O 
Niasse 65, 7). 
Substitutes not used: D Marshall, A Diomande, S Maloney, D Mbokani. Booked: 
Maguire, Tymon. Liverpool (4-3-3): S Mignolet 5 -- N Clyne 5, J Matip 5, L Leiva 5, J 
Milner 5 (sub: A Moreno 83) -- J Henderson 5, A Lallana 5 (sub: D Origi 83), E Can 5 
(sub: D Sturridge 67, 5) -- S Mane 5, R Firmino 5, P Coutinho 5. Substitutes not 
used: L Karius, J Gomez, T Alexander-Arnold, G Wijnaldum. Booked: Milner. 
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KLOPP LETS RIP; Kop boss incensed at Hull KO 
JURGEN KLOPP delivered a furious dressing room dressing down to Liverpool's 
players after their stuttering season hit a new low at Hull on Saturday. 
With Liverpool's title aspirations having disintegrated in the meekest possible 
fashion, Klopp did not spare his players in the aftermath of a damaging defeat. 
Though Klopp is emotional on the touchline, he tries to take a more measured 
approach behind closed doors and his only eruptions at Liverpool so far came 
following a 2-0 loss at West Ham last January and a 0-0 draw with Augsburg in the 
Europa League 12 months ago. 
He could not contain his anger, however, at the KCOM Stadium and his squad 
were left under no illusions over how unhappy the manager was with the manner 
of their display. The first 45 minutes, in particular, left him incensed. 
Now comes a test. Here is the moment when these players will show if they are 
truly capable of playing for Liverpool, of thriving under the intense demands, or 
whether they wilt like some of those who have gone before them. 
When things are going well at Anfield, when the goals are flowing and the crowd 
are singing, players can feel 10 feet tall and have little difficulty producing their 
optimum form: no other stadium in the country generates a wave of emotion that 
is so easy to ride. Klopp has seen it. 
It is in the difficult moments, though, when proper greats separate themselves 
from the rest. That is the challenge confronting Klopp's players now. 
'From adversity, the really illustrious clubs return to their cycle of winning,' Sir 
Alex Ferguson noted in his memoirs, and that sentence is particularly relevant, 
given the way Liverpool's campaign is unfolding. Will they sink or swin? Klopp is in 
the most adverse situation of his 18-month reign, the impoverished performance 
they produced when losing at Hull on Saturday stretching their miserable 
sequence to one win in 10 matches since they beat Manchester City on December 
31. 
The manager is right to say that qualifying for the Champions League this season 
would represent progress but the dream of becoming champions remains as far 
away as it has been since 1990. 
Worryingly for Klopp, the way his side's form has tailed off suggests there is a 
problem with attitude. How can they take 13 points from seven games against the 
teams in the top six, but lose three times against members of the bottom six? This 
can't be about quality. The bulk of the team that started at Hull played the finest 
football in the top flight during the first 19 games of the season, amassing 43 
points and scoring 46 times. 
Then came one false step at Sunderland, followed by another and another and 
another until they fell flat on their faces at Humberside. Liverpool were 
predictable, ponderous and Hull accepted the opportunity to torpedo their 
ambitions. 'Putting ourselves under pressure is a hobby,' Klopp said wearily. 'We 
have to show a reaction. It's about finding the answer after a defeat that really 
hurts.' That is why the next month provides such a test, with Tottenham and 
Arsenal arriving at Anfield and a trip to Leicester the next three assignments. 
Three wins would let them attack the finishing straight. But have they got the 
mental capacity to respond? Klopp has got to find answers. He has got to find a 
reason why Liverpool conceded such a cheap goal in the last minute of the first 
half, when Simon Mignolet's fallibilities resurfaced and he dropped a corner under 
pressure from Abel Hernandez on to the foot of Alfred N'Diaye. 
They need to work out why they keep being sprung on the counterattack, Oumar 
Niasse, a PS13.5million outcast at Everton before joining Hull on loan, being the 
latest recipient of a Liverpooldefence that continues to bear gifts. 
'You cannot believe how many questions I ask myself, even when we win five- or 
six-nil,' Klopp said. 'I feel 100 per cent responsible for defeats, much more than I 
feel for wins. 
'Even though it feels really bad, it's not the biggest problem in the world. Many 
teams have already made mistakes and changed things. I'm quite confident we 
can do the right things.' Klopp might, but others won't be so sure. The doubters 
will only become believers once again if Liverpool are prepared to show courage 
under fire. 
SUPER STAT: Liverpool have lost their last three trips to the KCOM Stadium. HULL 
CITY (4-4-1-1): Jakupovic 8: Elabdellaoui 7 (Tymon 62min, 6), Ranocchia 7, 
Maguire 7, Robertson 7: Grosicki 7.5 (Meyler 79), Huddlestone 8.5, N'Diaye 8, 
Clucas 7; Evandro 6.5; Hernandez 6 (Niasse 65, 7). 
Subs not used: Marshall, Maloney, Mbokani, Diomande. Booked: Maguire, 
Tymon. Scorers: N'Diaye 44, Niasse 86. 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Mignolet 5: Clyne 5, Lucas 5, Matip 5, Milner 5 (Moreno 83): 
Lallana 6 (Origi 83), Henderson 7, Can 4 (Sturridge 67, 5): Mane 6, Firmino 4, 
Coutinho 4. Subs not used: Karius, Wijnaldum, Gomez, Alexander-Arnold. Booked: 
Milner. 
Man of the match: Tom Huddlestone. Referee: Lee Mason 7. 
 

 
 Liverpool are a great club with too few great players 
Jurgen Klopp was as angry as he has been with his Liverpool players at half-time 
against Hull City. 
By the time he was leaving the KCOM Stadium, his side having suffered their 
fourth defeat in five games, he probably anticipated similar fury from supporters 
witnessing the latest witless display. 
A few weeks ago, Klopp said he was surprised by the lack of rage 
when Liverpool were knocked out of the FA Cup. Instead, he encountered 
depression. Now he understands. Much of the Anfield anger has long since been 
exported out of the Mersey. What you have after days like this is far worse. 
Call it despondency or resignation - a point where you have gone beyond 
indignation. It is an energysapping sense of familiarity where no matter how often 
you identify the same problems under successive managers and regimes, an 
enthusiastic new coach or owner will come along and tell you to keep banging 
your head against the same wall and eventually it will smash. 
Liverpool are a great club with too few great footballers. It has been this way for 
27 years. One day they will hold an Anfield strategy meeting where someone will 
recognise this as the key difference between the good seasons and the 
inconsistent ones and act accordingly 
To some, last week's 1-1 draw with Chelsea was a sign of how little there is 
between Liverpool and the champions-in-waiting, when in truth it demonstrated 
the most important difference. Chelsea have three world-class players - Eden 
Hazard, Diego Costa and N'Golo Kante. The rest are elevated by their brilliance. 
Liverpool have no one close. They say Philippe Coutinho is world class, but he is 
not. Not yet. He might - yes might - yet reach that level, but he is no Hazard. 
Herein lies the problem for Klopp and owners Fenway Sports Group as they 
continue down their development pat There is as much risk in waiting, believing 
or, worse, presuming emerging players will attain such a level as spending big on 
those who have already reached it. 
What Klopp has is a team of support acts. They play very well sometimes but lack 
the consistency and mental strength to find answers against the basic, well-
organised underdog football of Hull, Southampton, Swansea and even Plymouth. 
They have no worldclass talent to drag them over the line on tough days. 
Klopp can look for answers technically, tactically and psychologically for the next 
three months, but until Liverpool recruit better this cycle will not be broken. 
"You cannot believe how many questions I ask myself, even when we win five or 
six nil," insisted Klopp. "When I get up tomorrow I will only be solution orientated. 
There are solutions, 100 per cent. Now we have to change it. Many teams have 
already made mistakes and changed things, for this you have to do the right 
things and I'm quite confident we can do the right things. We have to work on a 
solution and we will." 
Hull's Marco Silva is an example of how far great coaching with limited resources 
and lower quality players can still take you. 
He has done an extraordinary job organising his side, making them difficult to 
break down and even attacking in enough numbers to ensure this was not solely a 
rearguard action. 
Simon Mignolet's mistake gave them the platform through Alfred N'Diaye before 
the striker on loan from Everton, Oumar Niasse, who is comically poor at leading 
the line, summed up the absurdity of Liverpool's defending by scurrying through 
for a second on 84 minutes. 
"I am not a miracle worker," insisted Silva. 
If Hull stay up given where they were when he took over, many of us will beg to 
differ. 
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Klopp: I take the blame for Liverpool's poor form 
Jurgen Klopp has claimed full responsibility for Liverpool's alarming form after 
they slipped to yet another surprise defeat, this time against relegation-
threatened Hull City. 
The German's side have still won only once since the turn of the year, against 
League Two's Plymouth Argyle in a FA Cup tie. 
Defeats to Swansea City, Southampton and Wolverhampton Wanderers last 
month came amid inactivity during the January transfer window, with no 
reinforcements found for Klopp's thin squad. 
The Liverpool manager will not, however, blame anyone but himself for the 
slump, which threatens to completely derail a season which once promised so 
much. 
"First of all I think what is very important is to never blame anybody else for your 
own mistakes," he said after the 2-0 defeat at the KCOM Stadium. 
"I cannot change my answer after today, I cannot say: 'Yes, it would have been 
fantastic if the club could have given me [new players]. 
"We had opportunities for doing something but we didn't find the right players. 
It's not because we were blind, it's because the players were not available. 
"We tried different things, it was not a money issue, there were different reasons. 
We have to show a reaction, but I will not change my answers about things like 
this after a game which I am really not happy about." 
After their victory against Manchester City on New Year's Day, Liverpool seemed 
likeliest to mount a challenge to runaway Premier League leaders Chelsea. 
Klopp's players now look bereft of confidence, but their manager is only 
interested in solutions and arresting their slide as soon as possible. 
"I feel 100 per cent responsible for defeats, much more than I feel for wins. It has 
been like this my whole life. That doesn't mean it's for me not suffering or to be 
sorry for yourself, to have self-pity, I'm not like this," he said. 
"When I get up tomorrow I will only be solution-orientated. There are solutions, 
100%. Now we have to change it, that's a football thing. Even though at this 
moment it feels really bad it's not the biggest problem in the world. 
"Many teams have already made mistakes and changed things, for this you have 
to do the right things and I'm quite confident we can do the right things." 
 

 
REDS BOUGHT A COACH BUT CAN'T EVEN PARK THE BUS; Reds splashed 
out on big January signing but now the wheels are coming off for Klopp 
HULL CITY 2 
N'Diaye 44 Niasse 84 
LIVERPOOL 0 
LIVERPOOL'S only acquisition last month looked resplendent in the club's famous 
red at the KCOM and drew many admiring looks. 
But rather than a swanky new coach to transport the team around, they needed 
more players in January. 
This fourth defeat in five games hammered home the unwelcome truth for Jurgen 
Klopp that his squad are not good enough. 
They're not good enough to challenge for the title. They're not good enough to 
win trophies. And, on this display, they're nowhere near good enough to finish in 
the top four. 
Despite this, Klopp refused to see last month's transfer window as a missed 
opportunity to strengthen his squad and insisted they could not get anyone they 
wanted. 
Liverpool did consider Julian Draxler but cooled their interest when Paris Saint-
Germain entered the bidding and the striker hiked his personal demands. Klopp 
said: "I cannot change my answer after this, I cannot say 'yes, it would have been 
fantastic if the club could have given me new players.' 
"We had opportunities to do something but we didn't find the right players. It's 
not because we were blind, it's because the players were not available." 
Hull deserve huge credit for their tidy win but there were so many negatives 
about Liverpool's performance that Klopp almost didn't know where to start. 
Keeper Simon Mignolet blundered to present Alfred N'Diaye with a simple tap-in 
for the opener before Oumar Niasse bagged the second on the break. 
Klopp was distraught by Liverpool's woeful marking for N'Diaye's goal and let rip 
at his players at half-time. 
For all the goals they scored before their form fell off a cliff in 2017, they still lack 
a predatory marksman, Daniel Sturridge used to be one but he is just a shell of the 
striker he was, while Divock Origi still has too many rough edges. 
Klopp (left) looked as despondent as he has ever been during his Anfield reign and 
he must somehow lift his dispirited players for the visit of Tottenham on Saturday 
evening. 
The Mersey men tend to raise their game for tougher opponents - it is against the 
Premier League's lesser lights that they have tripped up. This defeat makes it 14 
points dropped against Hull, Burnley, Bournemouth, Swansea and Sunderland. 
As low as Klopp was on the journey back to Merseyside on the club's shiny, new 
coach, he vowed he would wake up yesterday ready to tackle his many problems 
head on. 
"I feel 100 per cent responsible for defeats, much more than I feel for wins," he 
said. "It's been like this my whole life. 
"That doesn't mean being sorry for yourself, I'm not like this. When I get up 
tomorrow I will only be solution-orientated. There are solutions, 100 per cent." 
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Miserable defeat delivers major blow to Champions League hopes 
Liverpool's hopes of Champions League qualification suffered a major blow as 
they slumped to a miserable 2-0 defeat against relegation-threatened Hull City. 
The Reds failed to build on their promising draw with leaders Chelsea as they 
delivered an abject display at the KCOM Stadium. 
Jurgen Klopp's side were deservedly beaten as they paid the price for some 
shoddy defending and wasteful finishing. 
Alfred N'Diaye opened the scoring before the break and on loan Everton striker 
Oumar Niasse came off the bench to seal the points late on. 
The inclusion of Sadio Mane from the start meant that Klopp was able to field his 
favoured front four for the first time since the thrashing of Watford in early 
November but those goal-laden days of autumn are an increasingly distant 
memory. 
Gini Wijnaldum made way for the Senegal international with the other change 
seeing Lucas Leiva replace Dejan Lovren, who was ruled out with a minor knee 
injury. 
Liverpool wasted a glorious chance inside the opening minute as Emre Can fired 
wide after latching on to Jordan Henderson's cross. 
Hull boss Marco Silva handed debuts to new arrivals Kamil Grosicki, Alfred 
N’Diaye and Andrea Ranocchia and the hosts made life difficult for the Reds. Well 
organised defensively, the Tigers also posed a threat on the counter during a 
scrappy first half. 
The Reds had halfhearted appeals for a penalty waved away when Roberto 
Firmino's deflected piledriver struck Andy Robertson on the arm. 
Henderson did his best to get Klopp's men going. His searching long pass released 
Firmino, whose cross was dropped by Eldin Jakupovic. It fell kindly to Philippe 
Coutinho but the keeper was quick to shut him down and the ball was turned 
behind. 
Joel Matip nodded wide before Coutinho slammed a promising free-kick 
harmlessly into the wall. Hull capitalised on some woeful defending to take the 
lead just before the break. 
Grosicki's corner was headed down by Harry Maguire, Simon Mignolet couldn't 
gather under pressure from Abel Hernandez and N'Diaye slotted home. Mignolet 
had to do better but he was exposed by some wretched marking, 
Klopp sent Liverpool out early for the second half and he got a reaction of sorts. 
They forced a flurry of corners with Can's near post header gathered at the 
second attempt by Jakupovic. 
James Milner's tame volley was easy for the keeper but the Bosnian did brilliantly 
to keep out Mane's looping header from Lallana's cross. 
As Liverpool took more risks they left themselves open on the counter. They got 
lucky when Hernandez hooked into the side netting and then Mignolet raced out 
to deny the striker. 
Coutinho should have equalised but somehow fired wide from six yards out. 
Daniel Sturridge replaced Can with Alberto Moreno and Divock Origi following for 
Milner and Lallana. 
There was no way through and the Reds' misery was sealed with six minutes to go 
when Niasse raced through a gaping hole and slotted under Mignolet. 
MATCH FACTS 
Hull City: Jakupovic, Elabdellaoui, Ranocchia, Maguire, Robertson, Huddlestone, 
N'Diaye, Grosicki (Meyler 80), Goebel (Tymon 62), Clucas, Hernandez (Niasse 65). 
Not used: Marshall, Maloney, Mbokani, Diomande. 
Liverpool: Mignolet, Clyne, Matip, Lucas, Milner (Moreno 83), Henderson, Can 
(Sturridge 67), Lallana (Origi 83), Mane, Coutinho, Firmino. 
Not used: Karius, Gomez, Alexander-Arnold, Wijnaldum 
Referee: Lee Mason 
Attendance: 24,822 
Goals: N'Diaye 44, Niasse 84. 
Bookings: Maguire, Milner, Tymon 
Man of the match: Sadio Mane. One of the very few who could hold his head 
high. 
 

 

 
Hull City seal a famous victory over Liverpool as Marco Silva continues 
to impress 
Hull City gave their Premier League survival hopes an almighty boost as goals from 
Alfred N'Diaye and Oumar Niasse sealed a famous 2-0 win over Liverpool at the 
KCOM Stadium. 
The Tigers were magnificent against Jurgen Klopp's title-chasing side, earning a 
victory that has dragged them back to within a point of safety in the 
relegation fight. 
Deadline-day signing N'Diaye netted from close range at the end of the first half 
when profiting from Simon Mignolet's error, before Niasse made sure of three 
precious points with a runaway second, five minutes from time. 
Liverpool dominated in between goals, sending attack after attack towards the 
City goal, but a stoic defensive effort sealed back-to-back clean-sheets in the 
Premier League for the first time since April 2015. 
A fourth consecutive home win for Marco Silva's men captivated a sell-out crowd 
and adds fuel to the fire building behind the Tigers' revival in 2017. Seven points 
from four league games under the Portuguese ensures City could head to Arsenal 
next lunchtime with a chance to escape the bottom three, their home for over 
three months. 
If there was a buzz surrounding City after the midweek draw at Manchester 
United, that was slightly tempered ahead of kick-off with an injury to Michael 
Dawson in the warm-up. The captain was replaced by Andrea Ranocchia, joining 
fellow new arrivals N'Diaye and Kamil Grosicki in making full debuts for City. 
Introductions to the Premier League come little more demanding than a date with 
Jurgen Klopp's men and the opening stages were played at breakneck pace. 
Liverpool began the more threatening before City came back with their own 
bright spell. Both teams were relentless in their pressing but genuine 
opportunities were few and far between. 
Abel Hernandez ended a pleasing passing move by dragging wide of the goal 
ahead of Grosicki, while N'Diaye also shot tamely at Simon Mignolet. Liverpool 
predictably enjoyed plenty of possession but a new-look City defence, pinned by 
the effective Ranocchia, were given few scares. 
The only genuine worry of the first half came with a mix-up between Jakupovic 
and Harry Maguire. Roberto Firminho's cross saw City's keeper fumble in his 
attempts to catch ahead of his defender, dropping the ball at Phillipe Coutinho's 
feet. The Brazilian got his shot away from 12 yards out but a deflection took it 
narrowly wide. 
The time and space afforded to Liverpool in the final third was otherwise minimal. 
Ranocchia headed countless balls clear, while one threatening run from Saido 
Mane down the City left was unceremoniously ended by a late challenge from 
Maguire. 
Silva will have been hugely satisfied with his side's efforts but in the 44th minute 
came even more cause for City's boss to smile. A right-wing corner was kept alive 
by Maguire's header and when Mignolet fumbled under pressure from 
Hernandez, N'Diaye was on hand to pounce on the loose ball. 
Stung by going behind, Liverpool began the second half purposefully. A succession 
of corners penned City into their own box and it needed a smart save from 
Jakupovic to preserve the lead in the 56th minute. Adam Lallana's deep cross was 
met by Mane and a looping header was clawed away from under the City bar. 
Liverpool's quest for an equaliser brought its risks and that almost led to a second 
for City. Andy Robertson began a counter attack from deep in his own half, 
switching play to the opposite flank for Grosicki. A pass inside sent Hernandez 
clear but Mignolet smothered well at the striker's feet. 
That move proved the exception to the rule as Liverpool continued to press for a 
leveller. One goalmouth scramble had City hearts in mouths only for Coutinho to 
slice wide of the target. 
The clock at the KCOM Stadium moved slowly towards full-time with City under 
the pump but the longer it went on, the more desperate Liverpool became. Then, 
much to the relief of a sold-out crowd, came the decisive blow with five minutes 
remaining. 
One long clearance from the excellent Ranocchia was all it took to release 
substitute Niasse and running clear of the Liverpool defence he finished calmly 
past Mignolet to remove all doubt from City's victory. 
City 
Eldin Jakupovic, Omar Elabdellaoui, Andrea Ranocchia, Harry Maguire, Andy 
Robertson, Kamil Grosicki (David Meyler 78), Alfred N'Diaye, Tom Huddlestone, 
Sam Clucas, Evandro (Josh Tymon 63), Abel Hernandez (Oumar Niasse 65) 
Subs: David Marshall, Shaun Maloney, Dieumerci Mbokani, Adama Diomande 
Liverpool 
Simon Mignolet, Nathaniel Clyne, Joel Matip, Lucas Leiva, James Milner (Alberto 
Moreno 81), Jordan Henderson, Emre Can (Daniel Sturridge 68), Phillipe Coutinho, 
Adam Lallana (Divock Origi 81), Saido Mane, Roberto Firminho 
Subs: Loris Karius, Georgino Wijnaldum, Joe Gomez, Trent Alexander-Arnold 

http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/hullcity


 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  4 February 2017 
Opposition:  Hull City 
Competition:  League 

4 Feb
ru

ary 20
17

 
Telegraph 

Hull Daily Mail 

Sun Telegraph 

Independent 

Sunday Times 

Sun Independent 

Observer Times Mirror 

 Mail 

BBC 

Echo 
 

 
Hull add to Klopp and Liverpool's misery 
Hull City added to the mounting problems faced by Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp as he attempts to deliver Champions League football to Anfield, not least 
with the thorny issue of his club's goalkeeping talent once more being brought to 
the fore. 
Simon Mignolet was badly at fault for the opening goal before Oumar Niasse 
added a late second as, for the first time since 1954, Liverpool completed the first 
five league games of a calendar year without a victory. 
Alfred N'Diaye, a forward on loan from Villarreal, struck just before the interval 
following an error by goalkeeper Mignolet, who failed to gather a Harry Maguire 
header under pressure from Abel Herandez, following a right-wing corner from 
Kamil Grosicki. 
Mignolet's team mates hardly came to his assistance, however, as they failed to 
react before N'Diaye completed the formalities and steered the ball into the net 
from close range. 
There was nothing the goalkeeper could do with the second goal, on 84 minutes, 
however as Andrea Ranocchia eased a spell of pressure by punting the ball 
forward and substitute Niasse shrugged of Joel Matip before finishing from a 
dozen or so yards. 
Hull, looking for a fourth consecutive home victory in league and cup since Marco 
Silva took over as manager, had been dealt a blow before kick-off when centre-
half, and captain, Michael Dawson was injured in the warm-up and replaced by 
Italian Ranocchia. 
But Silva has brought about obvious improvements in his new side, even allowing 
for losing his two best individual players, Jake Livermore and Robert Snodgrass, 
during the transfer window. 
Liverpool, for all that offensive talent, certainly struggled to break them down 
early on although Emre Can might have done better than chip a shot well wide 
when picked out in the area by Jordan Henderson's early pass. 
Mane also cleared the target by some yardage, from 25 yards, before James 
Milner managed to work a neat move with Firmino, forcing Tom Huddlestone into 
solid defensive cover. 
Indeed, it was Hull who brought about the first save of the game, albeit a routine 
one for Mignolet after debutant N'Diaye shot tamely at him from the edge of 
the Liverpool area. 
By midway through the first half, however, the visitors were clicking through the 
gears in ominous fashion, Jordan Henderson picking out Firmino for a cross which 
was spilled by Eldin Jakupovic and which Coutinho should have put away, his 
downward shot bouncing up and being turned away by the Hull goalkeeper. 
Liverpool were beginning to expose the home defence for whom Maguire became 
the game's first booking for an agricultural lunge at Mane although Milner's free-
kick was easily cleared. 
Matip wasted a free header, from Coutinho's corner, to sum up the visitors' 
frustrations which worsened considerably before the interval when they 
conceded the opening goal. 
Liverpool players were sent out before the start of the second half a good two 
minutes before their opponents and their early play looked more lively and won a 
series of corners. 
One of those, from Milner on the left, was snatched at by Mane at the far post 
with Matip also trying to make contact before Hull cleared although Jakupovic 
continued his unsteady by performance by needing two attempts to deal with the 
ensuing corner. 
Milner spied the Hull goal a few minutes later, after a right-wing attack had 
broken down, but succeeded only in lofting a tame shot towards the top corner 
for Jakupovic to catch. 
The Hull keeper faced a far stiffer test just before the hour when Coutinho's far-
post cross was met by Mane, out jumping Andy Robertson for an excellent header 
which Jakupovic did well to tip over, at full-stretch. 
Lucas and Matip had shots blocked in the same attack, from yet another corner, 
but there were warning signs at the other end that Liverpool's defence would be 
susceptible to the counter. 
First, Tom Huddlestone neatly played through Hernandez although the forward 
could do little more than flick an attempt into the side-netting under pressure and 
Hernandez was guilty of a more glaring miss moments later, allowing Mignolet to 
block at his feet, after a superb pass from Grosicki. 
Coutinho was guilty of an equally bad miss, flashing a shot wide with the goal 
beckoning, after Milner's effort had been cleared off the line by Maguire. 
 

 
Klopp left short of answers as Niasse puts Liverpool to the sword 
Hull City 2 
N'Diaye 44, Niasse 84 
Liverpool 0 
Att: 24,822 
This was a performance of limp, lumbering familiarity by Liverpool. How 
embarrassingly premature those fanciful descriptions of 'title challenger' have 
become as their winless Premier League run was extended with defeat at Hull 
City. 
As a dire start to 2017 reached a nadir, Liverpool's inefficiency was aggravated by 
the fact it was an Everton vagabond, Oumar Niasse, who sealed the home side's 
victory. Even Jurgen Klopp's belief in his squad seemed momentarily challenged at 
full-time. 
At PS13.5 million, Niasse is widely considered one of the most ill-advised signings 
in Goodison history, but his strike will have been celebrated as heartily at his 
parent club. The on-loan striker ran clear on 84 minutes to end an incessant 
period of Liverpool pressure as Klopp's side sought the equaliser. 
Considering that the African was informed within 45 minutes of training with 
Ronald Koeman, the Everton manager, that he lacked the necessary quality, there 
could have been no more poignant goal for him, nor more humiliating 
for Liverpool. 
"It is not important what the other manager thought, it is important what I do 
with my players and if you take the player it is because you believe," said Marco 
Silva, who will rival Antonio Conte for manager of the year if he keeps Hull in the 
Premier League and manager of the century if he turns Niasse into a top-class 
player. 
"The past is not important. What is important is the future," Silva added. That 
message applies to Liverpool's season as much as Hull's, as the Merseysiders have 
won just once - away to Plymouth - since New Year's Day. 
Klopp was left to concede that the attitude of his team is open to question. How 
can these players defeat Manchester City, push Chelsea, yet lose to Swansea and 
now Hull? "I can understand why you say this if we have the record we have," 
Klopp said. "We have to take all the criticism. We expect more from ourselves and 
we have to show more than we did. 
"My biggest problem is I want to play much better football with my team. We 
showed it a few times but it is long ago since we showed it consistently. 
"Both the goals really looked like a present. There are a lot of things to do and we 
have to change it immediately." 
The manager needs to find an answer as much as his players. Liverpool are fine 
when sides seek to attack them, but give them the ball and demand them so show 
some imagination and they are paralysed. 
But we should not focus entirely on Liverpool's repeated failings. 
Instead, shine the light on Silva, who has four wins since taking over from Mike 
Phelan. This was more significant than the win over Manchester United in the 
League Cup, as for the first time since August the home fans feel they can avoid 
relegation. 
Longer-term, coach and club could be heading in different directions, but on this 
evidence he will lead them to a position of safety that seemed implausible when 
he took over. 
"If I believed we could stay up the first day I came here, why not believe now?" 
said Silva. 
The pattern was familiar for Klopp - his side dominating possession, unable to 
locate an end product and making enough mistakes defensively to offer hope to 
the opposition. Hull took advantage from a rare attack on 45 minutes, with Simon 
Mignolet's error continuing an Anfield theme of goalkeeper vulnerability that has 
been recurrent since Liverpool sold Ray Clemence in 1981. 
Mignolet flapped at Kamil Grosicki's corner, taking Abel Hernandez rather than 
the ball, and Alfred N'Diaye - who joined this week on loan from Villarreal - 
stroked in. 
Liverpool showed more urgency in the second half and created enough chance to 
equalise, but as they took more risks they were exposed on the counter-attack 
enabling Niasse to run clear and finish. Liverpool need some of Hull's powers of 
rejuvenation and a wake-up potion. There was no ingenuity, no tempo, no 
character and no quality. Most disturbingly of all, recent form suggests there will 
be no Champions League football at Anfield in the near future. 
Hull City (4-5-1): Jakupovic 8; Elabdellaoui 6, Ranocchia 7, Maguire 8, Robertson 7; 
Grosicki 7 (Myler 80), Evandro 6 (Tymon 62), Huddlestone 7, N'Diaye 7, Clucas 7; 
Hernandez 6 (Niasse 65). Subs Maloney, Mbokani, Diomande, Marshall (g). 
Booked Maguire, Tymon Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet 4; Clyne 6, Matip 6, Lucas 4, 
Milner 6 (Moreno 83); Can 4 (Sturridge 67), Henderson 6, Lallana 6 (Origi 83); 
Coutinho 5, Firmino 6, Mane 7. Subs Karius, Wijnaldum, Gomez, Alexander-
Arnold. Booked Milner 
Referee L Mason (Lancashire) 
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Hull add to Klopp misery 
LIVERPOOL HULL CITY N'Diaye 44, Niasse 84 2 0 Nobody can beat us," screamed 
Jurgen Klopp in the face of the fourth official as Liverpool pulled off a creditable 
home draw against champions-in-waiting Chelsea in midweek. Unfortunately, 
somebody forgot to send the memo to struggling Hull City who took just four days 
to shatter that myth -- in emphatic fashion, it should be said. 
In defence of Klopp, the Liverpool manager freely admitted that he was fortunate 
not to be punished for his verbal assault on Neil Swarbrick and that he felt 
ridiculous playing back the incident in his mind. 
His mood will be an altogether different one after this humiliation on 
Humberside, as Hull joined Burnley, Bournemouth and Swansea on the list of 
teams to have outwitted Klopp's team in the league this season. 
"We have to take all the criticism from everywhere," said Klopp when asked if he 
thought there was a flaw in his team's attitude. "I don't think there is. I don't want 
to give an answer now, but from outside, I can understand why you ask that if we 
have that record we have against those teams and another record against other 
teams. 
"I know the boys, I see them every day and I don't see this during the week but I 
understand how you could see it like this from outside. We expect more from 
ourselves and we have to show more than we did today and it's my responsibility 
to make it possible for the players to show more than we showed today." 
The goals came from Alfred N'Diaye and Oumar Niasse, two Senegalese players 
signed on loan by manager Marco Silva in last month's transfer window, and 
capped a performance that underlined just how quickly the team has improved 
under new leadership. 
Any analysis of the game has to start with just how 
underwhelming Liverpool were and how badly their goalkeeper Simon Mignolet 
erred in trying to keep out the all-important opening goal just before half-time. 
Klopp did not take kindly to the Belgian's form, or that of his deputy Loris Karius, 
being questioned earlier in the season but there could be no avoiding Mignolet's 
part in the first goal as Harry Maguire headed a Kamil Grosicki corner goalwards. 
It appeared a routine gather for the goalkeeper but, as Abel Hernandez placed 
him under pressure, Mignolet simply spilt the ball in the direction of N'Diaye, 
playing for the first time since joining from Villarreal, and the forward gleefully 
accepted the opening. There was nothing Mignolet could do about the second 
goal scored, just to add insult to injury for the vast Liverpool following, by Oumar 
Niasse, signed on loan from Everton. 
Andrea Ranocchia, called into the starting line-up after Michael Dawson injured 
himself in the warm-up, eased a spell of pressure with a long punt forward and 
Niasse shrugged off Joel Matip far too easily, winning their foot race and burying 
an unstoppable shot into the Liverpool goal. 
"When I came the atmosphere was maybe not the best, the team was in last 
position in table," said Silva at the end of week in which he also masterminded a 
0-0 draw at Manchester United. 
"In the first match I didn't see our fans in our stadium and today I did --it was a 
fantastic atmosphere. If all the people believe it is possible, we can change. It's 
important we play and work as a team." 
In truth, the cushion of that second goal never looked like being required for the 
Tigers to continue their record of having won all their home games, now a total of 
four in league and cup, under Silva. 
Eldin Jakupovic flapped at a Roberto Firmino cross in the first half, with Philippe 
Coutinho placing the loose ball wide but it was not until the second half, and 
presumably after a half-time dressingdown from their manager, 
that Liverpool looked anything like. 
Sadio Mane outjumped Andy Robertson and his powerful header was tipped over 
by Jakupovic. James Milner's shot was blocked on the line by Maguire and 
Coutinho, on his weaker foot, shot disappointingly wide. 
In the dying seconds, Jordan Henderson drew an impressive finger-tip save from 
the Hull goalkeeper, who helped ensure that, for the time since 
1954, Liverpool have failed to record a win in their first five league games at the 
start of a calendar year. 
Hull City: Jakupovic 7, Elabdellaoui 7, Ranocchia 7, Maguire 8, Robertson 7, 
Huddlestone 9, Grosicki 7 (Meyler 80min, 7), Goebel 8 (Tymon 62min, 6), N'Diaye 
7, Clucas 7, Hernandez 6 (Niasse 65min, 7) Substitutes: Marshall, Maloney, 
Mbokani, Diomande Liverpool: Mignolet 5, Clyne 6, Matip 6, Lucas 6, Milner 5 
(Moreno 83min, 6), Lallana 5 (Origi 83min, 6), Can 5 (Sturridge 67min, 6), 
Henderson 7, Mane 5, Firmino 5, Coutinho 5 Substitutes: Karius, Wijnaldum, 
Gomez, Alexander-Arnold HULL AIM FOR SAFETY ZONE ? Hull City's revival under 
their new manager, Marco Silva, inset, is picking up pace. After a draw at 
Manchester United in midweek, they won their fourth successive home match in 
all competitions with the defeat of Liverpool to leave them one point off the 
Premier League safety zone. Their next date is against misfiring Arsenal 
? Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp shouted at the fourth official that 'no one can 
beat us' during their midweek draw with Chelsea. It should have been 'We can 
beat no-one'. They have now won only once in 10 games 
 

 
Liverpool title hopes shatter after Hull City’s Oumar Niasse seals shock 
win 
Jürgen Klopp suspected the worst was over after Liverpool’s midweek 
displayagainst a Chelsea team cruising towards the title. He was wrong. Great first 
half, dreadful second: Liverpool are threatening to take the template for their 
entire Premier League campaign from last season’s Europa League final. 
It is one win in 10 matches for Klopp’s team after Hull City, revitalised by astute 
management and January recruits, deepened the worry lines on the Liverpool 
manager and, in the process, improved what were once slim chances of avoiding 
relegation. Marco Silva has taken seven points from his four Premier 
Leaguegames and new signings Alfred N’Diaye, Andrea Ranocchia, Kamil Grosicki 
and Oumar Niasse all influenced a fourth consecutive home victory at the KCom 
Stadium. Midfielder N’Diaye opened the scoring as Liverpool faulted at a set-
piece. The visitors’ other recurring flaw, defending against a counterattack, also 
featured, as Niasse broke clear to wrap up victory late on. It was the first time the 
Senegal striker has made Evertonians happy since his £13.5m move to Goodison 
Park 13 months ago. 
 “When I first arrived the atmosphere was not the best,” said Silva. “The squad 
was in the last position in the table and many people did not believe. The first 
match I don’t see our supporters in our stadium. Today, I saw them everywhere, 
and a fantastic atmosphere. If I believe, I want my players, my supporters, to 
believe as well. If I believed on the first day then why I don’t believe now? But the 
truth is we only won three points today, nothing more.” 
But this was not merely three points dropped by Liverpool. Klopp was deflated 
instead of angry after the final whistle, searching for answers to a performance 
that will trouble him more than any other since the turn of the year. One of the 
few he could muster was that Liverpool’s spirits have nose-dived, along with their 
form, due to Chelsea disappearing over the horizon in the title race. “This week 
we had a really good performance but we didn’t build on it,” said Klopp. “We 
have to take all the criticism we receive from everywhere.” 
The Liverpool manager was particularly aggrieved at a slow, careless start from 
players who had delivered the polar opposite against Antonio Conte’s team at 
Anfield. Hull’s breakthrough was a fitting tribute to a scrappy first half and 
another entry into the Liverpool catalogue of weak defending at set-pieces. Two 
careless touches from Emre Can gifted Hull a corner. Poland international Grosicki 
crossed from the right, Harry Maguire headed into the six-yard area and Simon 
Mignolet, under pressure from Abel Hernández, could only palm the ball down at 
the feet of N’Diaye, who made no mistake from close range. 
Questions will be rightly asked of an unconvincing intervention from the Liverpool 
goalkeeper, but Mignolet was not the only player culpable. Hernández and 
N’Diaye reacted quicker than anyone in red when Maguire won the initial header, 
and were unmarked as Mignolet attempted to claim possession while Jordan 
Henderson, Lucas Leiva and Nathaniel Clyne were caught static. 
Both the Liverpool and Hull defences had been reorganised late in the day, but 
neither was seriously examined until N’Diaye’s first goal for his new club. Lucas 
was drafted in at centre-back by Klopp, with Dejan Lovren absent because of a 
knee problem, while Silva lost his captain, Michael Dawson, to a calf injury during 
the warm-up. Italian Ranocchia was summonsed from the bench to make his first 
start since arriving on loan from Internazionale and was one of three full 
debutants in the Hull team, alongside Grosicki and the goalscorer. All three made 
assured starts, although it was the Premier League experience of Tom 
Huddlestone that shone in the centre of Hull’s performance. His quick-thinking 
and quicker feet helped Hull turn defence into counterattack throughout the first 
half, but this was not another of those contests that have seen Liverpool toil 
against deep-lying opposition of late. The visitors were subdued and aimless until 
finally upping the tempo and threat levels after the restart. 
The second half initially reflected a game between a team with designs on the 
Champions League and another hoping to avoid the Championship. Klopp’s team 
restarted brightly, stretching Hull repeatedly and forcing a desperate rearguard 
action. Yet again, however, an end product was absent. 
Sadio Mané forced a fine save from the backpeddling Jakupovic when he rose 
above Andy Robertson to head Adam Lallana’s cross goalwards. The keeper also 
made a routine save from Can’s diving header before Coutinho missed Liverpool’s 
clearest opportunity when James Milner’s effort deflected into his path off 
Maguire. The Brazil international had time and space at the back post, but sliced 
his shot so badly that it sailed across goal and out. 
Almost inevitably, Klopp’s team were punished on the counterattack. Hull’s 
second goal stemmed from Mané losing possession under a challenge from 
Maguire. Referee Lee Mason ignored his appeals for a free-kick and Ranocchia 
played a first-time clearance over the Liverpool defence for Niasse to chase. The 
Senegal international sprinted through to beat Mignolet with a cool, low finish 
and Silva’s rescue mission gathered fresh momentum. 
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Alfred N'Diaye scored on his Hull City debut as Liverpool's terrible start to 2017 
continued with a fourth defeat in five league and cup games. 
Senegal forward N'Diaye, signed on loan from Villarreal, tapped home unmarked 
after Simon Mignolet dropped the ball at his feet. 
Despite striker Sadio Mane's first start since 2 January, Liverpool failed to force a 
single save in the first half and were poor throughout. 
Hull, who have won all four home games under new manager Marco Silva, sealed 
victory when Oumar Niasse, on loan from Everton, kept his composure after the 
Reds defence had been carved open. 
Silva lining for Hull 
Hull were bottom of the table and three points from safety when former Sporting 
Lisbon and Olympiakos boss Silva took charge on 5 January. 
Fast forward four weeks and the Tigers have a win over Liverpool and a draw at 
Manchester United, as well as an EFL Cup semi-final home win over United under 
their belt. 
Hull are an organised and well-drilled unit at the back while the arrival of N'Diaye, 
as well as Poland winger Kamil Grosicki, has provided them with an added threat. 
They overcame the loss of captain Michael Dawson, who was injured in the warm-
up, to produce their most complete performance so far under Silva. 
Hull are 18th in the table - one point from safety - and now have seven points 
from a possible 12 under Silva's reign. 
Liverpool's title hopes vanish after tame defeat 
With Arsenal losing earlier in the day and Tottenham kicking-off late, Liverpool 
would have climbed to second in the table with victory. 
Yet they ended the day 13 points behind leaders Chelsea. In the last 14 days 
Jurgen Klopp's side have been knocked out of the FA Cup and the EFL Cup,and 
seen their hopes of a first league title since 1990 all but vanish for another 
season. 
While Jurgen Klopp remains unbeaten in seven games against the top-six, the 
German has now seen his side lose to Burnley, Bournemouth, Swansea City and 
Hull City. 
This was as bad as any of them; an abject, disjointed performance sprinkled with 
individual errors and a lack of cutting edge. 
Liverpool's defenders were as much to blame for the first goal despite Mignolet's 
mistake, leaving N'Diaye completely unmarked when he steered the hosts ahead. 
The Reds enjoyed 72% possession but as Klopp said afterwards: "Possession is 
only good when you create something from it." 
Man of the match - Andrea Ranocchia (Hull City) 
'No excuses' 
Hull manager Marco Silva: "It is a fantastic afternoon for us. Our supporters were 
fantastic, we need them and they support our team always. 
"I am sure in the future we will play better, but at these moments we need to 
keep our focus and our organisation, because every game it is possible to get 
valuable points. 
"In the Premier League it is fantastic to get clean sheets, to do that against 
Manchester United and Liverpool is fantastic." 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp: "I don't want to find excuses, it is hard to think 
of intelligent things to say after a match like this. 
"It is not the time to talk about these things [qualifying for the Champions 
League], we have to show our best and then people can judge us. 
"We all know how good we can be, and it's still there, but not if we play like we 
did in the first half today." 
'Hull flourishing under Silva' - the stats 
Marco Silva has now taken seven points from his first four games in the Premier 
League, as many as Hull City managed in their 18 league games prior to his arrival. 
The Tigers kept their first home clean sheet in the Premier League this term, 
having conceded in each of their previous 11 league games at the KCOM Stadium 
in 2016-17. 
Jurgen Klopp has now lost five of his past eight games in all competitions; as many 
as he had in his previous 32 games in charge of Liverpool beforehand. 
Klopp has also gone five consecutive league games without winning for the first 
time since February 2015 (with Borussia Dortmund in the Bundesliga). 
Alfred N'Diaye netted on his Premier League debut for Hull; this after scoring just 
two goals in 134 appearances within the top five European leagues beforehand 
(PL, La Liga & Ligue 1 combined). 
Liverpool have conceded the opening goal in each of their past three Premier 
League games - only between May and August 2016 have they suffered a longer 
such run under Jurgen Klopp (four games). 
What's next? 
Hull will make the journey to face Arsenal next Saturday (12:30 GMT) with 
confidence sky high. Liverpool need to find some confidence for their home game 
with Tottenham on the same day (17:30) in a game which could go a long way to 
deciding who qualifies for the Champions League. 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38740420
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38740420
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38779302
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38700673
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38659708


 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  4 February 2017 
Opposition:  Hull City 
Competition:  League 

4 Feb
ru

ary 20
17

 
Telegraph 

Hull Daily Mail 

Sun Telegraph 

Independent 

Sunday Times 

Sun Independent 

Observer Times Mirror 

 Mail 

BBC 

Echo 
 

 
 

Match ends, Hull City 2, Liverpool 0. 
90'+6' Second Half ends, Hull City 2, Liverpool 0. 
90'+5' Foul by Lucas Leiva (Liverpool. 
90'+5' Oumar Niasse (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+5' Jordan Henderson (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+5' Foul by Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City. 
90'+3' Lucas Leiva (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+3' Foul by Oumar Niasse (Hull City. 
90'+2' Offside, Liverpool. Sadio Mané tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is caught 
offside. 
90' Attempt saved. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
90' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Eldin Jakupovic. 
90' Attempt saved. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is saved in the top left corner. 
89' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrea Ranocchia. 
89' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
88' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
88' Oumar Niasse (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
87' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
87' Foul by Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City. 
84' Goal! Hull City 2, Liverpool 0. Oumar Niasse (Hull City right footed shot from the 
centre of the box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Andrea Ranocchia with a through 
ball following a fast break. 
83' Offside, Hull City. Oumar Niasse tries a through ball, but David Meyler is caught 
offside. 
83' Substitution, Liverpool. Alberto Moreno replaces James Milner. 
83' Substitution, Liverpool. Divock Origi replaces Adam Lallana. 
81' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
81' Oumar Niasse (Hull City wins a free kick on the right wing. 
80' Substitution, Hull City. David Meyler replaces Kamil Grosicki. 
78' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Josh Tymon. 
78' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Adam Lallana with a headed pass. 
76' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
76' Foul by Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City. 
75' Attempt missed. James Milner (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
high and wide to the left. Assisted by Sadio Mané following a set piece situation. 
74' Josh Tymon (Hull City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
74' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
74' Foul by Josh Tymon (Hull City. 
72' Attempt saved. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
69' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Omar Elabdellaoui. 
67' Substitution, Liverpool. Daniel Sturridge replaces Emre Can. 
67' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of 
the six yard box misses to the left following a corner. 
67' Attempt blocked. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from a difficult angle on 
the left is blocked. 
66' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrew Robertson. 
65' Substitution, Hull City. Oumar Niasse replaces Abel Hernández. 
64' Attempt saved. Abel Hernández (Hull City right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Kamil Grosicki with a through ball. 
63' Attempt missed. Abel Hernández (Hull City left footed shot from the right side of the 
six yard box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Tom Huddlestone with a 
through ball. 
62' Substitution, Hull City. Josh Tymon replaces Evandro. 
61' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
61' Omar Elabdellaoui (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
61' Attempt blocked. Joel Matip (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box 
is blocked. 
61' Attempt blocked. Lucas Leiva (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
60' Hand ball by Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City. 
57' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is too high. Assisted by Roberto Firmino following a corner. 
56' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Harry Maguire. 
56' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Harry Maguire. 
56' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is saved in 
the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Adam Lallana with a cross. 
55' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
55' Evandro (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
52' Attempt saved. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Emre Can with a headed pass. 
50' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrew Robertson. 
49' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Alfred N'Diaye. 
49' Attempt blocked. Joel Matip (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of the 
six yard box is blocked. Assisted by Sadio Mané. 
48' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Omar Elabdellaoui. 
48' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Tom Huddlestone. 
46' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
46' Kamil Grosicki (Hull City wins a free kick on the right wing. 
46' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
46' Evandro (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 

 
 
 Second Half begins Hull City 1, Liverpool 0. 
45'+3' First Half ends, Hull City 1, Liverpool 0. 
44' Goal! Hull City 1, Liverpool 0. Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City right footed shot from very 
close range to the centre of the goal following a corner. 
44' Corner, Hull City. Conceded by Emre Can. 
40' James Milner (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for hand ball. 
40' Hand ball by James Milner (Liverpool. 
39' Attempt blocked. Adam Lallana (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is blocked. 
39' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by James Milner. 
38' Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
38' Foul by Tom Huddlestone (Hull City. 
37' Attempt missed. Sam Clucas (Hull City header from the centre of the box is high and 
wide to the right. Assisted by Alfred N'Diaye with a cross. 
36' Attempt missed. Joel Matip (Liverpool header from the centre of the box misses to 
the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross following a corner. 
36' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrea Ranocchia. 
35' Offside, Hull City. Abel Hernández tries a through ball, but Sam Clucas is caught 
offside. 
35' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by James Milner. 
30' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
30' Evandro (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
27' Harry Maguire (Hull City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
27' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
27' Foul by Harry Maguire (Hull City. 
24' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
24' Evandro (Hull City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
21' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Tom Huddlestone. 
21' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. 
20' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Sam Clucas. 
17' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Sadio Mané with a headed pass. 
16' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrea Ranocchia. 
15' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
14' Delay in match Omar Elabdellaoui (Hull City because of an injury. 
10' Attempt saved. Alfred N'Diaye (Hull City left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Evandro. 
9' Attempt missed. Abel Hernández (Hull City left footed shot from the left side of the 
box misses to the right. Assisted by Andrew Robertson. 
5' Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is high 
and wide to the right. Assisted by Jordan Henderson. 
3' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool. 
3' Andrew Robertson (Hull City wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
2' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
2' Omar Elabdellaoui (Hull City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
1' Attempt missed. Emre Can (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the box 
misses to the right. 
1' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
1' Foul by Evandro (Hull City. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


