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Redmond's drought over but Liverpool are let off the hook 
Southampton 1 
Redmond 20 
Liverpool 0 
Such was the lax, sluggish nature of Liverpool's performance that midway through 
the second half Jurgen Klopp sent out a piece of paper to Daniel Sturridge. The 
striker ran around for 30 seconds reading the instructions, showing it to Dejan 
Lovren and Adam Lallana, before discarding it. It detailed a change of formation, 
but it could also have demanded a change of attitude. 
Liverpool escaped lightly here. They werse poor, eclipsed by Southampton in 
every department except in goal where Loris Karius kept them in this EFL Cup 
semi-final. But for the German, Nathan Redmond would have had a hat-trick, 
rather than the solitary strike that Liverpool will hope to overturn at Anfield in a 
fortnight. 
As well as a message, Klopp also sent on Philippe Coutinho for his first action since 
November 26, and the Brazilian's burst of pace and verve will surely be needed 
from the start against Manchester United at Old Trafford on Sunday. He was 
inevitably rusty but still gave Liverpool more ideas and energy. Apart from Karius's 
shotstopping, Coutinho's 30-minute cameo was the one positive for the 
3,300 Liverpool fans who made the long trip south. Otherwise, there was little for 
them to cheer. There was simple relief that the scoreboard did not reflect 
Southampton's excellence and their own team's travails. 
Liverpool did not look themselves in more senses than one. They wore their lime-
green third strip, the colour scheme called "toxic thunder" by designers, although 
it could have been named by students after a favourite tipple. 
Klopp picked a strong side but his attack has rarely looked this lifeless this season. 
Sturridge was disappointing, failing to get in the box or link with Roberto Firmino 
or Lallana, neither of whom impressed either. Sadio Mane, formerly of this St 
Mary's parish, was away at the Africa Cup of Nations and Liverpool looked far less 
threatening without their Senegal attacker's pace, directness and finishing touch. 
Jordan Henderson's energy and authority were much missed in central midfield 
where Georginio Wijnaldum was anonymous. Liverpool also ran into a 
Southampton side determined to end a run of four games without a win, a period 
that had stirred uncertainty at St Mary's partly because of Jose Fonte's 
declaration that he wants to leave. 
With storm clouds gathering, Southampton responded strongly, producing one of 
their best performances of the season, playing with resilience and intelligence in 
defence and pace on the break. Oriol Romeu ran midfield. Virgil van Dijk was 
every inch a commanding leader, organiser and bulwark in defence. Redmond 
scored and looked dangerous throughout. 
Redmond's form had been questioned in recent weeks, so his response in the first 
half was perfect, bringing a well-timed, well-taken first goal in 16 games. He had 
started well after his PS10 million move from Norwich City, scoring three times, 
but had failed to reach the early-season heights -- until last night. 
Southampton were playing on the counter, running at a Liverpool defence that 
never looked completely convincing. Redmond particularly enjoyed the 
opportunity, racing into space vacated by Liverpool players pushed upfield. 
Claude Puel started Jay Rodriguez as his lone frontrunner supported from out 
wide by Dusan Tadic and Redmond, who also tracked back to help their defence. 
There was a real cohesion to Southampton, an understanding of their 
straightforward tactics and a total resolve to thwart Klopp's side. 
Liverpool almost scored after 17 minutes when Emre Can clipped the ball 
through, Lallana headed it across to Firmino, whose volley was saved by Fraser 
Forster. Southampton began to appear from behind the barricades, venturing 
into Liverpool territory, using their pace. Karius saved with his left foot to deny 
Redmond but the warning was clear. 
After 20 minutes, Rodriguez headed a long ball back down towards Tadic, 
yet Liverpool still had sufficient numbers back and should really have dealt with 
the danger. Tadic controlled the ball and then lifted it down the inside right 
channel, maintaining the pressure. 
It should still have been a routine clearance for Ragnar Klavan. Tadic's delivery 
came straight at the Estonian centre back, not too fast, not too high. It must have 
been the type of situation Klavan would have prepared for every day at Melwood. 
His attempted interception failed, the ball fell to the alert Rodriguez, who touched 
it past Lovren into the box. 
Redmond had timed his run perfectly to elude Nathaniel Clyne and the offside 
trap. Controlling the ball with his right foot as Karius advanced, Redmond placed it 
with power and accuracy unerringly past the German. The wide smile on 
Redmond's face as he sprinted away, celebrating, spoke of his joy and doubtless a 
touch of relief. A bright young player who thinks deeply about his game, and his 
career, he knew what this meant. 
Redmond should really have added a second three minutes from the break. It was 
a great chance, created by the lively Cedric Soares, and Redmond had time and 
space. He met the ball left-footed, but it was too close to Karius, who saved two-
handed. Liverpool were lacklustre, struggling to respond. 
Lallana shot wide as the second half opened, much to local joy. Firmino fired 
straight at Forster. Southampton were superior. Romeu dummied Firmino. Cedric 
tackled Coutinho. Southampton's poise was absent only when Tadic remonstrated 
with Neil Swarbrick after the referee failed to award him a free kick when he was 
hauled over by Clyne. 
Southampton then channelled any sense of injustice into their lightning breaks. 
Redmond released Cedric, who chose to shoot rather than square to the 
supporting Rodriguez. As the ball nestled in the side netting, Rodriguez signalled 
his disgust to Cedric. 
Puel could have been forgiven for feeling vexed at his team's failure to score more 

 
Nathan Redmond gives Southampton narrow edge against Liverpool 
It was no exaggeration to describe this as the biggest match of Southampton’s 
season. It was not for Liverpool, who have their designs on the Premier League 
title but for Claude Puel and his players, the first leg of the EFL Cup semi-final 
represented a tantalising opportunity. 
The top six in the league has come to look like a closed shop, with Southampton 
among the clubs with their noses pressed up against the window outside and so, 
the chances are, Puel will not be able to improve on last season – when 
Southampton finished in sixth place. Unless he were to win a trophy. That would 
make it different. That would make it one of the greatest seasons of all time for 
the club. Southampton, remember, have only ever won one major trophy – the FA 
Cup in 1976. 
They are now 90 minutes from only their sixth major final – two of those came in 
1900 and 1902 – and they put themselves in the position with a performance of 
discipline and no little style against a Liverpool team that simply failed to turn up. 
Nathan Redmond’s goal was the difference but Southampton were left to rue a 
clutch of misses that might have put them in complete control. Redmond was 
twice denied by Loris Karius in the first half – the second chance was a glorious 
one – while Cédric Soares fluffed a counter-attack in the second half while, 
towards the end, following another quick break, Redmond watched his deft chip 
sail over the Liverpool goalkeeper but come down off the underside of the 
crossbar. 
Liverpool offered nothing – apart from Roberto Firmino’s early snap-shot, which 
forced Fraser Forster to touch over – and the moment when Adam Lallana, the 
former Saint, screwed a shot so far wide in the 59th minute seemed to sum things 
up. The home support were entitled to ask what on earth it was from Lallana – or 
words to that effect. 
Southampton had entered the game at a low ebb; a run of three straight league 
defeats and the FA Cup draw at Norwich City bringing the grumbles about Puel 
and his style of play back to the surface. Liverpool, by contrast, had lost only twice 
all season. But after a tepid start, it was Southampton who took charge and, at 1-
0, it was set up for them to punch on the counter. They so nearly landed the 
knock-out blow. 
Klopp had brought back the big guns, after the youthful experiment against 
Plymouth Argyle in the FA Cup. This was as strong a line-up as he could have 
selected and there was the added bonus of Philippe Coutinho being back as a 
substitute, after his near seven-week lay-off because of ankle ligament damage. 
Coutinho came on in the 62nd minute and he showed a few flickers. Klopp talked 
of that cameo as one of the few positives – together with the defiance of Karius. 
It was a night when Daniel Sturridge got no change out of the outstanding Virgil 
van Dijk – the Liverpool striker struggled sorely – but he was not the only one. 
Klopp tried to change things in a novel way on 73 minutes when he sent on a note 
to Sturridge, which detailed a formation switch to 3-5-2. Sturridge passed it to his 
teammates and, for a moment, confusion seemed to grip. Klopp admitted 
afterwards that he could not explain the performance of his team. 
Redmond’s goal had a spiritual dimension. Jack Dowding, a 20-year-old 
Southampton supporter, had died suddenly last Saturday and there had been a 
campaign – driven on social media – to honour him with applause in the 20th 
minute. It was easy to sense that a higher power was at work because the goal 
came on 20 minutes. As Redmond and his team-mates celebrated, there was the 
uplifting sight of thousands of Saints fans remaining upstanding to applaud 
Dowding. 
The goal followed a ball forward from Dusan Tadic and an ugly swipe and a miss 
by Ragnar Klavan, which saw it break for Jay Rodriguez. He slipped a pass inside 
for Redmond, who had broken clear and, confronted by Karius, he finished 
confidently. 
Ryan Bertrand had sparked Southampton with a storming run from inside his own 
half in the 19th minute and, moments later, Soares crossed for Redmond and he 
was denied by Karius. The goalkeeper could do nothing about the goal while he 
blocked in dramatic fashion from Redmond just before half-time, after good work 
by Bertrand and a low cross from Tadic. 
Klopp applauded Coutinho after the Brazilian had burst through to win a corner, 
but from it Southampton broke through Redmond and when he played in Soares 
on the overlap, Rodriguez was available in the centre for the cross. It was two-on-
one at that point but Soares took on the shot and it hit the side-netting. Puel 
buried his head in his hands. 
There would be more frustration for Southampton. On 84 minutes, the substitute, 
Shane Long, burst away from Lucas Leiva to cross for the all-action Redmond but 
he was denied by the woodwork. Liverpool live to fight another day. 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
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https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/jan/07/norwich-city-southampton-fa-cup-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/jan/08/liverpool-plymouth-argyle-fa-cup-match-report
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REDMOND RAISES THE ROOF; But Karius heroics keep Reds in the hunt 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Redmond 20 1 
LIVERPOOL 0 
Second leg: Wed Jan 25, Anfield 
BACK in the team, back on the south coast, back in the headlines. Some things 
don't change for Loris Karius but this time there was no need for Jurgen Klopp to 
wince or prickle. 
The last time Karius was in this part of the country, at Bournemouth in December, 
his buckling under pressure led to Liverpool losing a game they should have won. 
It ultimately led to him forfeiting his place as Liverpool's No 1. 
Now, though, 30 miles along the coast, Karius returned and is the 
reason Liverpool still have a chance of contesting the EFL Cup final. Had it not 
been for the German, who was the subject of widespread debate before 
Christmas, Liverpool would almost be dead and buried. 
SOUTHAMPTON will have a one-goal advantage to defend on January 25 t but 
Claude Puel will know it should have been more. Karius' star jump just before 
halftime, which prevented Nathan Redmond from scoring his second goal, could 
have a huge bearing on this tie. 
Puel is not a demonstrative or emotional manager and his cautious manner is 
reflected in his team. They are safe and sensible, difficult to break down but not a 
side to get the masses leaping from their seats. 
It showed in the opening 20 minutes. Puel spoke in his programme notes of 
wanting St Mary's to bounce with a 'special atmosphere' but for a semi-final, the 
lack of noise was bewildering. The fans sat like statues, watching and waiting, 
fearing the worst. 
You could understand why. Since they went to the Emirates Stadium on 
November 30 and dumped Arsenal out of the quarter-finals, Southampton's form 
has tailed off horribly, with only two wins in the last nine matches and no victories 
in the last four. Hence the hush. 
Perhaps it was too comfortable for Liverpool. They played in a luminous yellow kit 
but their football was far easier on the eye. Adam Lallana and Emre Can clipped 
balls nonchalantly forward at will, allowing Daniel Sturridge and Roberto Firmino 
to pressure the defence. 
They should have taken the lead in the 18th minute. Can had time and space to 
loft a ball into the area, Lallana peeled off to head down to Firmino but the 
Brazilian's shot, for all its power, was too close to Fraser Forster and the 
goalkeeper was able to beat it away. 
And in that moment, the mood changed. The statues in the stand sprang to life, 
those in red and white on the pitch began to realise what was at stake and the 
next 120 alte seconds completely altered the shape of the game. Everything came 
from Ryan Bertrand's run. The left back scuttled forward and fed Dusan Tadic, 
giving the Serb a chance to cross as he surged into the area. He picked out 
Redmond but Karius was equal to it. 
The danger, however, had not gone. Karius cleared but his midfield squandered 
possession, Tadic passed the ball to Jay Rodriguez and with Ragnar Klavan getting 
his feet in a tangle, the striker ushered in Redmond, nutmegging Dejan Lovren in 
the process. This time there was no mistake as he confidently swept the ball past 
Karius. 
As St Mary's erupted, Klopp jammed his arms together. There was a rueful smile 
and a telling shake of the head. He did not need to be told it was a poor goal. Nor 
did Klavan, who stood head bowed with hands on hips. His lack of composure had 
been as alarming as it was unexpected for a man who has filled in ably while Joel 
Matip has been out with an ankle problem. 
Southampton should have pressed home their ascendancy. Lovren began to 
wobble, a complete contrast to the outstanding Virgil van Dijk, who was 
commanding at the heart of the Saints' defence. 
One can only wonder how much Southampton will regret spurning a chance to 
double their lead when Redmond found himself in a glorious position after 
Bertrand wriggled past Can and Lucas Leiva to feed Tadic. Again the cross was 
precise, again Redmond's connection was firm but Karius darted off his line all 
arms and legs like a modern day Peter Schmeichel, spreading himself to repel the 
danger. 
The scare failed to shake Liverpool out of their stupor, nor did the chance to 
gather their thoughts at the break. They were first out of the tunnel but second 
out of the blocks, the difference in approach illustrated by the way Van Dijk 
swatted the ineffective Sturridge aside. 
Klopp had no choice but to make a change. Off came Gini Wijnaldum, on came 
Coutinho and, belatedly, they started to move the ball again. 
Yet for all the huffing and puffing, there was no breakthrough and it was 
Southampton who should have got another when Lovren cleared off the line after 
Redmond chipped against the bar from a tight angle. Between the woodwork and 
Karius, Liverpool will fight another day. 
 

 
Redmond strikes to draw first blood for Southampton 
This was about Redmond and not the Red Men - or rather the 'toxic thunder' men 
as Liverpool's lurid third kit is officially known - as Southampton claimed a vital 
lead in the first leg of this EFL semi-final. 
With a second leg to come at Anfield, Liverpool are most definitely still in this tie 
and will be confident of overturning the deficit - with manager Jurgen Klopp 
hoping to protect a record of never having lost a semi-final - but they were 
overwhelmed at times by a vibrant, rejuvenated Southampton who struck the 
only goal through Nathan Redmond. 
Southampton could have had more - Redmond had three clear chances - and will 
rue those misses as Liverpool struggled, with Daniel Sturridge a shadow of the 
formidable striker he can be and injured captain Jordan Henderson desperately 
missed. 
It was Liverpool's first defeat since early last month and as poorly as they have 
played all season. Yet the visitors arrived with even Southampton manager Claude 
Puel conceding they were favourites for the tie, while he had also taken the bold 
decision not to select captain Jose Fonte after he submitted a transfer request. 
With a defence that has been vulnerable, and a dismal run of form, Southampton 
were on a knife edge and there will have been a pang of panic when Virgil van Dijk 
went down holding his side in the opening minutes as Liverpool began to quickly 
dominate possession and territory. 
The first chance had arrived for Adam Lallana, one of three former Southampton 
players in Liverpool colours, as he half-volleyed from a knock-down, with Fraser 
Forster pushing the ball away for a corner. It provoked a response from 
Southampton with Dusan Tadic's cross flying across the penalty area to the 
unmarked Redmond. He steadied himself but Loris Karius did well to rush from 
goal and save with an outstretched boot. 
It proved a temporary reprieve as Southampton seized the advantage, aided by a 
terrible Liverpoolmistake, and scored. Tadic lifted  the ball forward with Ragnar 
Klavan making an awful hash of clearing it, allowing it to run to Jay Rodriguez on 
the edge of the penalty area. Rodriguez deftly played a pass inside to pick out the 
run of Redmond. Suddenly, the forward found himself clear on goal before, this 
time, coolly tucking his shot beyond Karius and into the net for his first goal in 15 
games. 
How would Liverpool react? Once again, they began to dominate possession. 
This time, Southampton, though, had something to hold on to with, time and 
again, Oriol Romeu tenaciously winning the ball back in midfield, while Liverpool's 
front three of Sturridge, Roberto Firmino and Lallana laboured. 
The next two efforts on goal, in fact, also came from Southampton, with a 
deflected Rodriguez shot dragged wide and then Karius holding on to Jordy 
Clasie's crisp halfvolley from outside the area. At the other end, Firmino failed to 
control Lucas Leiva's through ball into the box and it ran out of play to sum up 
Liverpool's sudden lack of cohesion. 
And, so, Southampton could well - should well - have doubled their lead when, 
again, the ball was allowed to run across the area from Tadic's sharp turn and low 
cross, with Redmond meeting it with a powerful side-footed shot only for Karius 
to adjust superbly to beat it out. Understandably, Klopp was not happy. 
Southampton deserved to be in front and took that lead into half-time. 
In fact, they probably should have been further in front and almost achieved that 
when both Van Dijk and Rodriguez came close to heading home a corner that 
Karius flapped at early in the second half. They continued to threaten, with the 
impressive Van Dijk - dominating Sturridge - bursting into the area only for Karius 
to cut out his cross and Dejan Lovren having to react to block from Rodriguez. 
Liverpool's lethargy was spreading. The dominant players were in stripes - Van 
Dijk, Clasie and Romeu - with Forster easily holding on to a low drive from 
Firmino, Lallana snatching at another chance and Sturridge claiming a penalty 
after he was simply eased off the ball by Van Dijk. 
Klopp had seen enough and inevitably turned to Philippe Coutinho, fit again after 
his ankle injury that has ruled him out since November. 
But it was Southampton who should have scored as they rapidly countered from 
a Liverpool corner. Redmond surged down the right to slip a pass to Cedric Soares 
who had kept pace with him. Through on goal, from the angle, the right-back 
slashed his shot wastefully into the side-netting. Rodriguez, in the centre, should 
have made himself more available. 
A piece of paper was passed to Sturridge from the Liverpool bench as they 
frantically sought to change the direction of this tie, but it was Southampton 
substitute Shane Long who made the first impact as he skipped down the left and 
centred for Redmond, again. The forward chipped the ball over Karius but it 
cannoned off the underside of the crossbar, with Lovren on the goal-line, and 
away. 
Even Liverpool's Twitter account admitted they were "lucky to still be in this". 
Southampton won the match but should have won the tie. 
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Redmond strike hands Saints slim advantage 
If Liverpool want the first trophy of the Jurgen Klopp era soon they will have to 
play better than this. This League Cup semi-final leg at Southampton should have 
put them one step towards Wembley but they blew it, barely showing up and 
getting lucky that they were only beaten 1-0 by Southampton. 
There is a second leg to play at Anfield on 25 January and Klopp(tm)s team are 
still in with a puncher(tm)s chance of making the final. But this was a huge failing, 
a dismal no-show, as they could not summon any of the intensity, speed or 
imagination that has made them such a threat in the Premier League this year. 
Southampton have had an awful time recently, with three straight league defeats, 
un-enterprising football and fans starting to grow tired of Claude Puel. This was 
their first semi-final since 2003, and defeat might have turned the crowd against 
him. But Puel and the players rose to the occasion. Southampton looked far more 
motivated than Liverpool, and played with more energy and efficiency. They set 
about Liverpool on the break, turning Klopp(tm)s gameplan back on his own 
team. 
From the very start it was clear Liverpool could not cope with Saints(tm) surgical 
attacks. Nathan Redmond scored the only goal after 20 minutes but he could have 
scored a first-half hat-trick, and had another just before the end. 
It was Loris Karius, of all people, who kept Liverpool in the game. Defensive 
permeability is not a new problem for Liverpool but what is troubling is how poor 
they were going forward. They created almost nothing all match. Roberto Firmino 
forced an early but easy save from Fraser Forster and there was nothing else. All 
the usual speed and ruthlessness was gone. 
It is a fair point to say that Liverpool did not have all of their best players 
available. Sadio Mane is at the African Cup of Nations, Jordan Henderson had a 
heel injury and Philippe Coutinho, out for seven weeks with an ankle injury, made 
his return with 30 minutes left of this game. Without those three Liverpool had no 
speed to their game, no invention, and were unusually easy to stop. Virgil van Dijk 
and Maya Yoshida played very well for Saints at centre-back but it should not 
have been as simple as this. 
With no Henderson, Liverpool had Lucas Leiva and Emre Can in the middle of 
midfield. They were trundlingly slow in a way that Klopp teams are never meant 
to be. They were slow getting forward and, somehow, vulnerable to the counter-
attack, truly the worst of both worlds. 
This non-performance raises serious questions about Liverpool(tm)s trip to Old 
Trafford to face a resurgent Manchester United on Sunday. Earlier on the season 
that would look like an easy Liverpool win but if they play anything like this then 
Jose Mourinho(tm)s team will be too strong for them. The kindest thing that can 
be said about this display was that the players were conserving energy for Sunday 
but the fact is that it was only Saints(tm) profligate finishing that stopped them 
from winning 4-0. 
After Liverpool dominated the first 15 minutes, the rest of the game was all about 
Saints. They broke so well it should have been taken as a warning. Cedric Soares 
crossed from the right, Nathan Redmond found space at the far post and should 
have scored. Loris Karius reacted fast enough to keep it out. 
One minute later, Saints had their lead, after another lightning break that 
left Liverpool dreadfully exposed as they tried to play an off-side trap. Dusan 
Tadic played a forward pass and Ragnar Klavan could not adjust his feet to clear it. 
The ball went through to Jay Rodriguez who teed up Redmond. This time he made 
no mistake and put Saints ahead. 
Just before the break Saints cut Liverpool open one more time. Ryan Bertrand 
found Dusan Tadic, who darted in a clever low cross. Again, Redmond picked it 
up, but from close range he could not beat Karius. He might have had a hat-trick, 
but only had one, and Saints were just 1-0 up at the break. 
Liverpool marginally improved in the second half, especially when they threw on 
Coutinho, but never enough to make anything like a real chance. Redmond 
continued to terrorise them on the break. He put through Cedric, who shot into 
the side-netting when he should have crossed. Then, eight minutes from the end, 
Redmond got into the end of Shane Long(tm)s cross, chipping Karius, only for 
Dejan Lovren to block it on the line. 
Southampton, ultimately, should have won this game by four or five. There was 
no real siege, no real fight from Liverpool, and despite the score line it is the 
winners who left with as many regrets as the losers. 
Southampton (4-2-3-1): Forster; Cedric, Yoshida, Van Dijk, Bertrand; Romeu, 
Clasie (Hojbjerg, 73); Redmond, Davis (Ward-Prowse, 81), Tadic Rodriguez (Long, 
81) 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Karius; Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner; Wijnaldum (Coutinho, 61), 
Lucas, Can; Lallana, Sturridge, Firmino (Origi, 82) 
MoM: Redmond 
Match rating 6 
 

 
SOUR NOTE FOR KLOPP 
Another woeful cup performance from Liverpool.. is boss struggling to 
get his message across? 
NO WONDER Jurgen Klopp was laughing on the touchline at the final whistle. 
Klopp will know Liverpool are incredibly lucky still to be in the tie and still to have 
a chance of getting to Wembley after a shocking night at St Mary's. 
Liverpool were awful and Southampton could easily have won by three or four, 
wasting a string of gilt-edged chances to make the return leg at Anfield a mere 
formality. 
Klopp explained why he was smiling afterwards, admitting he was 
relieved Liverpool did not suffer a heavier defeat. 
"It was the third-best result we could have had," said Klopp. "You can win, draw 
or lose 1-0." 
He knows they got away with it. 
Nathan Redmond scored the winner but should have had a hat-trick 
while Liverpool keeper Loris Karius may just have signalled a change in his 
fortunes at Anfield. 
Karius bailed out Liverpool with a string of super saves to answer some of the 
brutal criticism he has faced since being dropped for Simon Mignolet. 
But Klopp will be grateful that he picks Karius for the cups because he was just 
about the only Liverpool player to do himself justice. 
Even with Philippe Coutinho coming on as a late substitute, Liverpool could not 
get going. 
Daniel Sturridge failed to grasp his opportunity up front and even Roberto Firmino 
was substituted. 
It could have been all over before the second leg and that is the only comfort 
for Liverpool. 
Klopp (right) has suffered more than his fair share of disappointment in the cups. 
He lost two finals last season - the League Cup and Europa League - while his team 
were held to a goalless draw by League Two minnows Plymouth in the FA Cup on 
Sunday. 
For all the energy and promise Liverpool have shown in the Premier League this 
season, they looked flat last night. 
Yet it was a near full-strength line-up, bar injured captain Jordan Henderson and 
Sadio Mane, who is away on African Nations Cup duty. And how Liverpool missed 
them. 
This was their 17th League Cup semi-final and they have won the trophy eight 
times so they should not have needed to be booted into life. 
But, despite a start as bright as their luminous yellow third kit, Liverpool fell away 
badly and allowed Southampton to dominate the tie. 
It was all Liverpool early on. Emre Can's chipped ball into the box was headed 
down by Adam Lallana and Firmino's fierce 18th-minute shot was beaten away by 
Saints keeper Fraser Forster. 
That was the closest they came all night. 
The tide turned after that moment and Karius's first save was a terrific block from 
Ryan Bertrand after 19 minutes. 
But a minute later the Liverpool keeper could not stop the winning goal. 
Liverpool defender Ragnar Klavan missed a clearance and Steven Davis and Jay 
Rodriguez combined brilliantly to send Redmond through. 
Redmond raced clear, kept his composure, and then buried a r shot past Karius 
into the far corner. 
Redmond could have made it two just before the break but his close-range shot 
was brilliantly beaten away by Karius. 
Saints full-back Cedric Soares smashed a great opening into the side-netting after 
67 minutes but the biggest chance for a second came after 83 minutes. 
Substitute Shane Long broke down the left and found Redmond. His dink over 
Karius was clever but it grazed the Liverpool bar. 
The finest of margins means that the tie is still alive but Liverpool will know they 
are lucky to still even be in with a shout. 
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Reds face battle to reach final after wretched display 
Liverpool face a battle to reach the EFL Cup final after slumping to a 1-0 defeat to 
Southampton in the first leg of the semi-final at St Mary's. 
The Reds produced a wretched display on the South Coast and are lucky they 
don't have to over-turn a greater deficit in the second leg at Anfield on January 
25. 
Jurgen Klopp's side were indebted to keeper Loris Karius for some fine saves as 
Saints threatened to add to Nathan Redmond's first-half goal. 
The only positive for Liverpool was the sight of Philippe Coutinho making his 
comeback off the bench after seven weeks out with an ankle injury, 
Klopp had vowed to pick a team with solely the EFL Cup in mind and he was true 
to his word. No outfield player was left out with one eye on Sunday's crunch 
Premier League clash at Old Trafford. 
Liverpool started the tie brightly and bossed the opening 20 minutes before the 
wheels came off. 
The Reds could have led when Emre Can's lofted pass picked out Adam Lallana, 
who nodded cleverly into the path of Roberto Firmino. 
The Brazilian struck it sweetly with his left foot but Fraser Forster reacted smartly 
to turn it over the bar. 
From a position of control and with the home fans growing increasingly agitated, 
Liverpool shot themselves in the foot with some horrendous defending. 
The warning signs were there when Redmond was left unmarked at the far post 
to get on the end of Cedric's cross from the right. On that occasion Karius came to 
the rescue as he raced off his line and stuck out a boot to make a crucial save. 
However, the German keeper was left helpless moments later as Saints grabbed a 
20th minute lead. 
Ragnar Klavan's miskick enabled Jay Rodriguez to release Redmond, who coolly 
slotted past Karius. 
Liverpool's response was weak and they were fortunate not to fall further behind. 
Ryan Bertrand got away from Lallana and fed Dusan Tadic, whose low cross 
picked out the unmarked Redmond. 
The England Under-21s international should have buried it but fired too close to 
Karius, who parried the ball to safety. 
The second half brought more of the same with uncertainty spreading through 
the ranks. 
Just past the hour mark Coutinho was summoned from the bench with Gini 
Wijnaldum making way. 
However, Liverpool continued to toil and Saints should have doubled their lead 
when Cedric lashed wastefully into the side netting. 
The woodwork saved the Reds late on. Substitute Shane Long got away from 
Lucas and crossed for Redmond, whose dinked finish beat Karius but back off the 
underside of the bar. 
MATCH FACTS 
Southampton: Forster, Cedric, van Dijk, Yoshida, Bertrand, Clasie (Hojbjerg 74), 
Romeu, Davis (Ward-Prowse 82), Tadic, Redmond, Rodriguez (Long 82). 
Not used: Lewis, Stephens, McQueen, Sims. 
Liverpool: Karius, Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner, Lucas, Can, Wijnaldum (Coutinho 
61), Lallana, Firmino (Origi 83), Sturridge. 
Not used: Mignolet, Moreno, Gomez, Stewart, Woodburn 
Referee: Neil Swarbrick 
Attendance: 31,480 
 

 

 
It was not only a case of mission accomplished for Saints last night, but mission 
exceeded. Claude Puel voiced the thoughts of probably the majority of Saints 
supporters before his side’s EFL Cup semi-final first leg at home to Liverpool – to 
make sure they were still in it heading to Anfield in a fortnight’s time. 
Such has been the rut Saints have dug themselves into of late, and the attacking 
threat of Liverpool, there was a genuine concern that might not have been the 
case. Saints were never likely to all but win the tie at St Mary’s, but there was a 
fear they could all but lose it. However, as it has transpired they are not going to 
Anfield with a narrow deficit, or even a draw, but with something to defend. 
Saints with a one goal advantage will be a tough nut to crack. Liverpool found that 
out last night. Make no mistake, Saints will not play a lot differently away from 
home than they did at St Mary’s, and Jurgen Klopp’s team failed to break them 
down. If they fail again then Saints are at Wembley. 
The victory may not be decisive in terms of the tie, but in the wider context of the 
season it does feel very significant. After a couple of bad weeks for Saints, they 
really needed something to lift the spirits and keep reason for optimism. 
For so long it has been the prospect of the League Cup semi-final that has done 
that, so if the first leg would have ended on a particularly sour note it would have 
made life tough. With Saints’ next five Premier League games all being against 
sides in the bottom half of the table, a sustained bad patch is something they can 
ill afford. Now, though, they have every reason to keep hoping and keep 
dreaming ahead of the return leg, and be buoyed in the meantime by the 
confidence that they can compete at a high level, even if their style does look far 
more suited to facing Liverpool than West Brom or Burnley. Saints put in a first 
half performance that you would say was a classic away team display, had they 
not been playing at St Mary’s. They were the ones happy to use their underdog 
status as the perfect excuse to play the type of game Claude Puel seems to 
favour. They sat deep, made themselves very hard to break down, and were 
happy to play on the counter attack. It was more like we have seen teams such as 
West Brom inflict at St Mary’s rather than what Saints have been able to hand out 
themselves, probably due to the onus of playing at home. But on an evening 
when most fans would have accepted containment as a top priority, it was not 
seen as a negative. 
Indeed, it worked a treat, because, for all their possession – 65 per cent of it in 
the first period – Liverpool barely created a chance. 
They actually resembled Saints when they have faced similar problems this 
season, probing in dangerous areas but with little incision with space so tight. 
In fact, the only opening Liverpool created in the first period was on 18 minutes, 
when Emre Can’s chipped ball into the box was cushioned back by the head 
of Adam Lallana. Roberto Firmino met it on the half volley but Fraser 
Forster turned wide. Saints really only got on top for a few minutes, but made it 
count. Loris Karius was forced into two saves in quick succession, charging out to 
save at the feet of Nathan Redmond and getting his body behind a long range pile 
driver from Ryan Bertrand. 
But he was helpless to prevent Redmond giving Saints the lead on 20 minutes. 
Dusan Tadic and Jay Rodriguez combined and, allied by a misjudgement from 
Ragnar Klavan, and Redmond being played onside by some dozy defending, it 
gave the striker the chance to roll a low finish past Karius. 
If there was to be one criticism of the first half it was that Saints didn’t go in 
further ahead as they created a golden opportunity to do just that two minutes 
before the break. 
Tadic squared to Redmond under little pressure from eight yards out but his 
sidefooted shot was central and gave Karius every chance to make a save, which 
he duly did. 
The second half was more of the same, but with fewer chances. 
It seemed unlikely that Liverpool would dominate possession and create so little 
again, but such was Saints’ stubbornness in defence and excellence in midfield 
and closing the lines, that’s exactly what happened. 
In fact, if Liverpool created only one clear cut chance in the first period, they 
managed absolutely none in the second. 
Again, the best of what chances there were came Saints’ way. 
A quick counter on 66 minutes ended with the overlapping Cedric Soares slashing 
a shot into the side netting when he should have either hit the target or found 
Rodriguez in the middle of the area, marked only by the backtracking Lallana. 
Saints came even closer on 82 minutes, again on the counter, as Shane 
Long charged down the left and saw a deflected cross reach to Redmond. He 
produced a chipped finish that hit the underside of the bar and then Dejan 
Lovren on the line to prevent it from going in. 
After the game there was perhaps a little frustration that Saints came away only 
with a one goal lead to take to Anfield, but if that is the biggest negative when, 
beforehand, there were some pretty gloomy predictions, it is more than 
acceptable. 
It keeps this season very much alive. 
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Southampton hold a slender advantage in the EFL Cup semi-final after a fully 
deserved first-leg victory over Liverpool at St Mary's. 
Nathan Redmond's cool finish from Jay Rodriguez's pass gave Saints a crucial lead 
to take to Anfield on 25 January - but Southampton can count themselves unlucky 
not to be in complete control of this battle for a place at Wembley. 
Liverpool's much-criticised goalkeeper Loris Karius was one of very few in Jurgen 
Klopp's side to distinguish himself amid a shocking performance, making two fine 
first-half saves from goalscorer Redmond. 
Karius's one-handed save from Redmond right on half-time was vital but he was 
helpless late on as the same player threatened once more, Liverpool enjoying 
more good fortune as his effort came back off the bar. 
Saints satisfied - but is there disappointment too? 
Southampton's recent form has been indifferent but manager Claude Puel will 
have been delighted with their display at St Mary's. 
After a brief early spell of Liverpool pressure, when Roberto Firmino tested Fraser 
Forster, Southampton were completely untroubled throughout an impressive 
performance. 
Saints were sharp in the tackle, more assured in possession and a continual threat 
through Redmond and the industrious Rodriguez. 
They will be left, however, with a tinge of regret despite an excellent, fully 
merited result that gives them real reason for optimism for the second leg at 
Anfield. 
Karius and the woodwork kept them at bay and they had many other 
opportunities to produce a scoreline reflecting their superiority. 
Southampton could have slammed the door on Liverpool - instead it remains ajar. 
Karius spares lucky Liverpool 
Karius has had to undergo a severe examination of his goalkeeping credentials 
and endure heavy public criticism in the early months of his Liverpool career. 
Klopp placed great faith in the 23-year-old German, signed from his former club 
Mainz in a £4.75m deal this summer - eventually choosing him ahead of 
established first-choice Simon Mignolet. 
The decision backfired and he was forced to drop Karius after two poor, error-
strewn performances in the 4-3 loss at Bournemouth and the 2-2 home draw with 
West Ham. 
Klopp has never lost belief, however, choosing Karius as his cup keeper - and he 
was rewarded here with an outstanding display, especially with two excellent 
saves from Redmond. 
He is responsible for Liverpool still being in this tie after a shocking display. 
Man of the match: Virgil van Dijk (Southampton) 
What the managers said 
Southampton manager Claude Puel: 
"Liverpool had just the one chance all game. We were unlucky at the end because 
we know Liverpool away in the second leg will be very difficult. 
"This competition is exciting, now it is important to keep the good concentration 
for the Premier League. 
"We lost three games so it is important to have a good reaction." 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp: 
"We needed Loris Karius to save our lives two or three times. 
"The best thing for us is the result. We know that we can play better at Anfield - 
nothing is decided. 
"We cannot be happy with the performance, Southampton cannot be happy with 
the result. It could and should have been 2-0, 3-0." 
Puel in the black against Reds - the key stats 
After losing four of their previous five matches against Liverpool (D1), 
Southampton are now unbeaten in their past three versus the Reds (W2 D1). 
Claude Puel is unbeaten in four clashes with Liverpool as manager (W2 D2). 
Liverpool have managed only two shots on target in both of their meetings with 
Southampton this season - only against Man City (one) have they registered fewer 
in a match this term. 
Jay Rodriguez provided his first assist in all competitions for Southampton since 
January 2014 against Arsenal. 
Southampton have kept more clean sheets than any other team in the EFL Cup 
this season (four). 
'An opportunity missed' 
Former Leicester and Birmingham striker Steve Claridge: 
You can make a strong case for Southampton winning 2-0 or even 3-0. Everyone 
here is happy but this is an opportunity missed. 
If Southampton don't go through they will be kicking themselves. 
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Match ends, Southampton 1, Liverpool 0. 
90'+5' Second Half ends, Southampton 1, Liverpool 0. 
90'+3' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+3' Foul by Shane Long (Southampton. 
90'+2' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is high and wide to the right. Assisted by James Milner. 
90' Divock Origi (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
90' Foul by Ryan Bertrand (Southampton. 
87' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Cédric Soares. 
85' Attempt missed. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
too high. 
83' Nathan Redmond (Southampton hits the bar with a right footed shot from a difficult 
angle on the right. 
83' Substitution, Liverpool. Divock Origi replaces Roberto Firmino. 
82' Substitution, Southampton. James Ward-Prowse replaces Steven Davis. 
82' Substitution, Southampton. Shane Long replaces Jay Rodriguez. 
81' Jay Rodriguez (Southampton is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
81' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
81' Foul by Jay Rodriguez (Southampton. 
79' Attempt missed. Jay Rodriguez (Southampton left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the left. Assisted by Nathan Redmond. 
78' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is too high. Assisted by Nathaniel Clyne. 
74' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
73' Substitution, Southampton. Pierre-Emile Højbjerg replaces Jordy Clasie because of 
an injury. 
72' Delay in match Jordy Clasie (Southampton because of an injury. 
70' Foul by Lucas Leiva (Liverpool. 
70' Oriol Romeu (Southampton wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
66' Attempt missed. Cédric Soares (Southampton right footed shot from the right side of 
the box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Nathan Redmond following a fast 
break. 
66' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Maya Yoshida. 
65' Dusan Tadic (Southampton is shown the yellow card. 
63' Offside, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but James Milner is caught 
offside. 
61' Substitution, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho replaces Georginio Wijnaldum. 
61' Attempt missed. Nathan Redmond (Southampton header from a difficult angle on 
the right misses to the right. Assisted by Steven Davis with a cross. 
60' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Adam Lallana. 
59' Attempt missed. Adam Lallana (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
55' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
55' Foul by Oriol Romeu (Southampton. 
50' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
50' Foul by Maya Yoshida (Southampton. 
48' Corner, Southampton. Conceded by James Milner. 
48' Attempt missed. Dusan Tadic (Southampton left footed shot from long range on the 
right misses to the left. Assisted by Steven Davis from a direct free kick. 
47' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
47' Cédric Soares (Southampton wins a free kick on the right wing. 
 Second Half begins Southampton 1, Liverpool 0. 
45'+2' First Half ends, Southampton 1, Liverpool 0. 
43' Attempt saved. Nathan Redmond (Southampton left footed shot from the centre of 
the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Dusan Tadic with a cross. 
41' Foul by Adam Lallana (Liverpool. 
41' Ryan Bertrand (Southampton wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
37' Attempt saved. Jordy Clasie (Southampton right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. 
36' Corner, Southampton. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
36' Attempt blocked. Jay Rodriguez (Southampton right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Ryan Bertrand. 
33' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
33' Foul by Dusan Tadic (Southampton. 
32' Foul by Dejan Lovren (Liverpool. 
32' Dusan Tadic (Southampton wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
30' Foul by Lucas Leiva (Liverpool. 
30' Jay Rodriguez (Southampton wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
29' Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
29' Foul by Jordy Clasie (Southampton. 
29' Attempt missed. Dejan Lovren (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of the 
box misses to the left. Assisted by James Milner following a corner. 
28' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Cédric Soares. 
26' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Cédric Soares. 
20' Goal! Southampton 1, Liverpool 0. Nathan Redmond (Southampton right footed shot 
from the centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Jay Rodriguez with a 
through ball. 
19' Attempt saved. Ryan Bertrand (Southampton left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Jordy Clasie. 
19' Attempt saved. Nathan Redmond (Southampton right footed shot from the left side 
of the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Steven Davis with a headed 
pass. 
18' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Fraser Forster. 
18' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the  

 
box is saved in the top right corner. Assisted by Adam Lallana with a headed pass. 
17' Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
17' Foul by Nathan Redmond (Southampton. 
13' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
13' Foul by Nathan Redmond (Southampton. 
7' Attempt blocked. Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
6' Lucas Leiva (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
6' Foul by Jay Rodriguez (Southampton. 
4' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. 
1' Foul by Jay Rodriguez (Southampton. 
1' Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


