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Carragher ends career with Kop begging for more 
Liverpool 1 Coutinho 23 
QPR 0 Referee M Atkinson Attendance 44,792 Even in victory, Liverpool could not 
get away from what they had lost. The Kop begged for one more year and 
Brendan Rodgers spoke of his regret that his time working with Liverpool's second 
longest serving player had been so short. Jamie Carragher, though, was going out 
as he had always intended -- leaving everyone at the club he served with peerless 
passion wanting more. 
Appearance No 737 of a remarkable career was wholly unremarkable in that it 
was everything we have seen from Carragher before. From his debut 16 years 
ago, it is hard to recall an occasion when the defender has given anything less 
than all he had. His final appearance was no different with lost causes and fleeter-
footed forwards being chased and team-mates being cajoled to do more. 
The symbolism of Liverpool's winning goal being scored in minute 23 -- the same 
number as the shirt Carragher has worn with distinction throughout his one-club 
career -- was lost on no one. The man himself had not wanted any public shows of 
emotion but from the moment he was welcomed on to the pitch by a guard of 
honour to being greeted with a thunderous standing ovation as he left it, there 
was nothing he could do to avoid sentiment. 
In the end, he had little choice but to join in as he went in search of a fairytale 
goal to bring the curtain down. It never came but it wasn't for the want of trying 
as he followed up an attempt to punch the ball in with a shot from almost 35 
yards that thudded into the upright of the same Kop goal where he scored on his 
very first league appearance back in 1997. Only four more have followed since 
that day with the Golden Samba he was presented by the fans after the final 
whistle being a reflection of his enduring ability to stop goals rather than score 
them. 
"His performance was fantastic today and his ambition was to go out at the top," 
Rodgers said after admitting that his decision to substitute Carragher with five 
minutes remaining was pre-planned. "He has been first class and we have only 
lost once since he came into the team. He is a colossal player and at 35 still fit and 
strong." 
The question for Rodgers now is how to replace the former England player. 
"There are not many around like Carragher with his quality so we need to find a 
good one to come in and support the group," he said. "It won't be easy." But at 
least theLiverpool manager will be recruiting for a Premier League team, a 
privilege that will not be afforded to Harry Redknapp, the Queens Park Rangers 
manager. 
After seeing QPR succumb to Philippe Coutinho's decisive goal -- a brilliant strike 
from 25 yards after good build-up play from Jordon Ibe, who impressed on his 
debut -- Redknapp went on to the front foot. Questioned about whether he 
wanted to manage QPR in the npower Championship, he answered in a manner 
designed to put pressure on Tony Fernandes, the club's owner. 
"I want to stay," Redknapp said before offering reasons why that might not 
happen. "We will see what happens. I want to put a team together where I can 
look into coming into work. I don't want people coming in later and fining players 
every day. One player got fined more this month than he did in wages and he 
earns plenty of money. "Hopefully I will have support from the board and we have 
to see what players we can find. We are looking at a different level -- ones that 
can get us out of Championship. There are bigger clubs in the Championship. We 
have no divine right to come back. "We finished bottom because we are the worst 
team. If I can't change it around during the summer, I wouldn't want to come 
back if I couldn't get some good lads in. I don't need to come to work every day 
and have aggravation. I want to get a group in willing to come learn and take a bit 
of pride in what they do." Those players do exist but at a time when Liverpool are 
worrying about how they will replace one who took more pride than most, 
Redknapp knows it will be a tall order for him to do the same but on a larger scale 
and in a lower division. 
RATINGS 
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): J M Reina 6 -- G Johnson 7, M Skrtel 6, J Carragher 7 (sub: S 
Coates, 85min), J Enrique 6 -- Lucas Leiva 6, J Henderson 6 -- S Downing 6, P 
Coutinho 7 (sub: Suso, 75), J Ibe 7 (sub: F Borini, 64 6) -- D Sturridge 6. Substitutes 
not used: B Jones, O Assaidi, C Coady, A Wisdom. Booked: Henderson. 
Queens Park Rangers (4-2-3-1): R Green 7 -- M Harriman 6, N Onuoha 6, C Hill 6, A 
Traore 6 -- S Mbia 5 (sub: E Granero, 46 5), S Derry 5 -- L Remy 5, Park Ji Sung 5 
(sub: D Hoilett, 80), A Townsend 6 -- R Zamora 6 (sub: J Mackie, 72). Substitutes 
not used: F da Silva, B Murphy, M Ehmer, J Bothroyd. Booked: Hill, Townsend. 
LIVERPOOL 
did the season match expectations? Only if Liverpool's expectations have lowered 
to the point at which finishing seventh in the Premier League and exiting both 
cups early is considered acceptable. positives Despite the controversy, Luis Suarez 
established himself as one of the world's finest forwards. The introduction of 
Philippe Coutinho and Daniel Sturridge in January augurs well for the future. 
disappointment The feeling that Liverpool are flat-track bullies. Against weak 
opponents they can be hugely impressive but one win from 14 games against 
their top-eight rivals is a poor return. 
SUMMER PRIORITY 
To keep Suarez and add the kind of quality that could convince the Uruguayan 
that his long-term future lies at Anfield. IfLiverpool buy well then they have the  
 

potential to make significant strides next season even if no one should expect a 
title challenge. grade for the season C Queens Park Rangers did the season match 
expectations? "We will not," said Mark Hughes, after QPR survived by the skin of 
their teeth on the final day of last season, "be in this position again." He was right. 
They were relegated by mid-April. positives Clint Hill tries quite hard. Tony 
Fernandes and his extraordinarily wealthy plutocrat backers have not given up 
and taken their money away. The season is over. 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
Where to start? The absurd wages, the lack of relegation release clauses, the 
bloated squad, the dressing-room tensions, the millions and millions and millions 
of wasted pounds. summer priority As Harry Redknapp, the man who replaced 
Hughes, has said, overhauling the squad will be easier said than done. The club's 
main task this summer may be undoing many of the mistakes of the past two 
years. Only then will they be able to rebuild in a sustainable manner. grade for the 
season F There are not many around like him so we need to find a good one to 
come in. It won't be easy 

 
Last post for Carragher as he gets winning goodbye 
Regrets? Jamie Carragher can have few. The Premier League winner's medal that 
would have completed his collection is one; the 30-yard shot that cannoned off a 
post on his 737th and final appearance for Liverpool another. The biggest, 
however, was articulated and felt by the Kop and Brendan Rodgers - it is all over, 
and all over too soon. In truth Carragher's farewell to Anfield after 16 outstanding 
years was a day for tribute, not regret, and the script was followed to perfection 
with the agonising exception of the 62nd-minute shot that flew beyond Rob 
Green in the Queens Park Rangers goal only to rebound clear off the woodwork. 
There was a rousing reception before, during and after a game settled in the 23rd 
minute - Carragher's number - by Philippe Coutinho's stunning finish. One more 
clean sheet will be consolation to this most conscientious of defenders. 
Steven Gerrard stepped out first before kick-off, suited and with shoulder 
swathed in a sling following a recent operation and with Luis Suarez behind him 
as Liverpool players and staff, plus QPR, formed a guard of honour for the 35-
year-old. The Kop held aloft a mosaic that read "JC 23" as Liverpool's vice-captain 
emerged with his children, James and Mia, and Anfield dreamed of a team of 
Carraghers. He looked suitably embarrassed and implored his team-mates to 
break from the line and start the warm-up. 
But the most telling tribute was unscripted. "One more year, one more year" 
chanted the Kop. It grew louder in the 70th minute when Carragher chased 40 
yards to beat Loic Remy to the corner flag and turned the ball back to his 
goalkeeper, Jose Reina. Liverpool began scouring the globe for new central 
defenders in January. It will be some feat if they unearth someone with the same 
commitment and desire as the man from Bootle. "One of my biggest regrets is 
that I never had longer to work with him," Rodgers admitted. "It is with great 
sadness that he is moving on, but we have to move on. I don't think there are 
many about like him. There is not many around like Carra with his quality so we 
need to find a good one to come in and support the group. It won't be easy." 
That Carragher would depart on the winning side was never in doubt and Harry 
Redknapp declared he may leave QPR this summer if suitable reinforcements, and 
departures, are not made. "If I can't change it around during the summer and get 
some good lads in I wouldn't want to come back," said the visitors' manager, who 
omitted Jose Bosingwa and Adel Taarabt from his squad. "One player got fined 
more this month than he earned in wages and he earns plenty of money." 
In his programme notes Rodgers described his debut season as Liverpool manager 
as one of "disappointment and delight" and admitted: "I have a long way to go to 
gain your trust fully." He cited the emergence of several young talents as a major 
positive, however, and backed that conviction by giving Jordon Ibe his debut. 
The stocky 17-year-old from Bermondsey, signed from Wycombe Wanderers 18 
months ago, thrived in the space afforded by Rangers and justified his inclusion 
before creating the winning goal for Coutinho. Controlling an awkward crossfield 
pass from Stewart Downing on his chest, Ibe cut inside Michael Harriman and 
Stephane Mbia and showed the presence of mind to assist a better-placed 
colleague rather than take a hopeful shot. Coutinho, far and away the best of 
Rodgers's signings as Liverpool manager, swept a perfect finish into the bottom 
right-hand corner from 25 yards. That should have been the second of the game 
for Liverpool and their destructive Brazilian. Coutinho was somehow left 
unmarked when Downing swung over a second-minute corner and steered a 
diving header beyond Green at the back post. Harriman hooked the header clear 
but Liverpool players immediately claimed the ball had crossed the line. Replays 
suggested they were correct. The second half was an exhibition until Carragher, 
who escaped a booking for trying to score with his hand at one point, was 
withdrawn for a standing ovation in the 86th minute. 
The final word, given on the Anfield pitch, belonged to him. Carragher said: "I'd 
just like to say thanks to everyone here today and everyone who has supported 
me since I made my debut in '97. I scored at the Kop end on my home debut and 
almost finished it off today. 
"I've had lots of great times and have got lots of great memories and that is down 
to Liverpool Football Club and the supporters who have dragged us over the line 
many times. Istanbul, Cardiff; you've played your part. Thank you." 
Man of the match Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool) 
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FIND A NEW JAMIE; Carra's farewell leaves Rodgers with this difficult 
task... 
THERE was a puff of the cheeks and a shake of the head as Brendan Rodgers 
contemplated the question: how do you replace the irreplaceable? Anfield had 
just paid homage to Jamie Carragher, who had brought the curtain down on his 
glorious 16-year Liverpool career just as he had wanted to, when the stark reality 
of the task facing Rodgers this summer was hammered home. 
'We need to find a good one to come in and support the group,' said Rodgers, 
after Liverpool had wrapped up their campaign with a routine 1-0 win over 
Queens Park Rangers. 'But it won't be easy. At 35, he is still fit and strong. It is 
with great sadness he is moving on as he is a colossal player.' Fittingly, he proved 
that once again. Carragher could have milked an occasion that was all about him, 
coasted through to soak up the sea of platitudes. Nobody would have 
complained, either, had he spent a little longer in the opposition area than usual, 
trying to pilfer a goal for one last memento. But you do not play 737 times 
for Liverpool without being the consummate professional and one incident 
showed why Carragher has achieved all he has done in a 16-year journey that 
went beyond his wildest dreams. Late in the second half, with the match 
meandering to its conclusion, Carragher found himself in a sprint with Loic Remy 
towards the Anfield Road end of the stadium. Remy is no slouch but Carragher's 
desire to get there and avert the danger, ushering the ball back to Pepe Reina, 
said everything. The fairy-tale for Liverpool's fans would have been a Carragher 
goal -- he almost provided it in the 62nd minute with a thumping 35-yard drive 
that crashed against a post -- but he was more interested in the clean sheet. 
'What can you say?' said Ian Callaghan, the only man above Carragher in 
Liverpool's appearance list with 858. 'He is a legend, one of the greatest players to 
play for Liverpool. He has been a fantastic ambassador and is a fantastic guy.' The 
manner in which Liverpool started this contest suggested they would run up a 
cricket score. Having forced a corner with just 55 seconds on the clock, the first 
goal should have arrived moments later but the match officials erred. 
From Stewart Downing's corner, Philippe Coutinho's header forced a scrambling 
clearance from Michael Harriman but television replays showed the ball had 
crossed the line. Here was another incident to show why goal-line technology 
cannot come soon enough. 
Given the limitations of their opponents, the error never looked like being 
costly. Liverpool were constantly on the front foot in the opening exchanges and 
the only surprise was that it took 22 minutes for the deadlock to be broken. 
When the inevitable goal arrived, it was worth the wait. Coutinho has rapidly 
found a place in the affections of Liverpoolsupporters with his shimmering 
footwork and astute range of passing, but he has also shown an ability to hit the 
target. His latest goal was a gem, a fizzing drive from 25 yards that sped past 
Robert Green after he had received possession from Jordon Ibe. 
It brought another painful defeat for QPR and boss Harry Redknapp was 
downcast: 'We will see what happens. I want to put a team together where I can 
look forward to coming into work. I don't want people coming in late and to be 
fining players every day. One player got fined more this month than he did in 
wages and he earns plenty of money. 'Hopefully I have support from the board 
and we have to see what players we can find. I wouldn't want to come back if I 
couldn't get some good lads in. I don't need to come to work every day and have 
that aggravation.' Rodgers needs to buy too, as he tries to compete for the 
Champions League places. It will be easier said than done, but there will certainly 
be a future for Ibe, who was only one year and 31 days old when Carragher made 
his debut in 1997. Yesterday was all about closing an unforgettable chapter 
though and the ovation Carragher received when leaving the pitch after 85 
minutes was poignant, thankful and emotional. 
Fittingly, Carragher had been given the chance to select the music before the 
game and one line from his favourite song, In My Life by the Beatles, summed his 
afternoon up as he said goodbye... 'I know I'll never lose affection, For people and 
things that went before.' He can be certain those who chanted his name 
incessantly will feel the same way. 
@DominicKing_DM 
END OF TERM REPORT 
LIVERPOOL -- C 
Reporter: DOMINIC KING Difficult start, ultimately compromised and without Luis 
Suarez they could have been cut adrift. Some excellent signings in January, 
however, triggered a revival and hinted at promise for next season. 
Fan: Michael Fitzharris 'Consistently inconsistent' best describes it. Hamstrung by 
first transfer window, redeemed by the second with Coutinho and Sturridge great 
value. 'Bite-gate' puts doubt over Suarez's future as he mixes the sublime with the 
ridiculous. Finally, cheers Carra! 
QUEENS PARK RANGERS -- F 
Reporter: SAMI MOKBEL What a disastrous season. Relegation and off-field 
problems galore. They should never have gone down with their squad. But they 
have, and the Rangers players only have themselves to blame. 
Fan: Tom Watson I wish I could erase our dismal season from my memory banks, 
but of course you can't. Harry Redknapp staying is a massive boost as we look for 
an instant return. I'm confident he will sort the squad out and get rid of those 
who don't want to be here. 
 

 
Blood, sweat but no tears from Carragher 
Liverpool 1 
Coutinho 23 
Queens Park Rangers 0 
Att: 44,792 
No one is bigger than Liverpool Football Club but there are those whose presence 
have elevated and preserved their stature. 
Jamie Carragher waved goodbye to the Kop having become part of such an elite. 
Once a successor in the central defensive bloodline of Ron Yeats, Emlyn Hughes, 
Tommy Smith, Phil Thompson and Alan Hansen, this was the afternoon he 
became their peer in the ex-player legends lounge. 
There were no Carragher tears to water the Anfield turf here; just the lingering 
stains of 16 years of blood and sweat on every blade of grass and the final throaty 
instructions to teammates bellowed out as if his last appearance was his first. 
He was the width of a post from the most memorable of goals in this victory over 
Queens Park Rangers, too, a 35-yard half-volley rebounding to safety with the 
stadium ready to erupt. 
How Liverpool will miss him. Where they might have been had his season been 
more than a swansong and farewell tour since the new year. 
As is the Premier League trend, he was granted a guard of honour. A legion and 
21-gun salute would have been more appropriate. 
Incessant chants in tribute followed ("one more year"), as did a mosaic and plenty 
of banners; there is a school of thought that they should be retiring the 23 shirt 
too. It was Robbie Fowler's before Carragher's. Good luck to the next occupant. 
"My biggest regret is I've not had longer to work with him," manager Brendan 
Rodgers said. "He's played 16 league games since he came back into the team and 
we lost one. He will be difficult to replace." 
The game seemed an afterthought. Already down, QPR were here for little more 
than the ceremony and there was a testimonial pace to proceedings from the first 
whistle which rarely quickened. 
Rodgers handed a debut to 17-yearold Jordan Ibe, a much-needed nod to the 
future on the day Liverpool sent another icon into the realms of nostalgia. 
Ibe grew in confidence as the game progressed, but more immediate promise 
comes in the form of Brazilian Phillipe Coutinho, whose sale by Inter Milan for 
such a reasonable fee as [pounds sterling]8.5million looks more perplexing by the 
week. 
If Liverpool are still linking him with Luis Suarez next season, you can forgive the 
familiar pre-season positivity that will emanate from this place in August. The 20-
year-old is thrillingly good. 
Coutinho would have had two in the first half if he could have convinced the 
Premier League to introduce goal-line technology a game early. 
The Brazilian's second-minute header from Stewart Downing's corner crossed the 
line before Armand Traore's clearance, but the officials did not see it. 
Coutinho made amends on 23 minutes, accepting Ibe's pass 25 yards from goal 
and firing low to Robert Green's right. For QPR, the clear-out can now begin in 
haste. 
"I wouldn't want to come back if I couldn't get some good lads in," manager Harry 
Redknapp said. 
"I don't need to come to work every day and have aggravation. One player got 
fined more this month than he did in wages and he earns plenty of money." 
This was all about Carragher, however, subbed to a prolonged standing ovation 
five minutes from the end. 
"I've had lots of great times and have got lots of great memories and that is down 
to Liverpool Football Club and the supporters who have dragged us over the line 
many times. Istanbul, Cardiff; you've played your part," he said in an on-pitch 
interview. 
There were no tears from him, but the Liver Bird on his chest will weep as its 
heart starts to beat with less verve in his absence. 
LIVERPOOL 
Par score for Brendan Rodgers but some signs of progress. 
KEY ISSUE How to replace Jamie Carragher and keep Luis Suarez. 
QPR 
A dire campaign under Mark Hughes and Harry Redknapp. 
KEY ISSUE How to turn a rabble of a side into a squad capable of promotion. 
 



 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  20 May 2013 
Opposition:  Queens Park Rangers 
Competition:  League 

20 M
ay 20

13
 

Echo 

Standard 

Telegraph 

Mail 

Times 

Independent 

Guardian Mirror Post 

 BBC 

 

 
 

Rodgers admits 'sadness' at Carragher's walk into sunset 
It was a day of goodbyes across the Premier League but none more poignant than 
at Anfield. 
The Kop - holding aloft cards reading 'JC23' - bid farewell to their homegrown 
legend Jamie Carragher. 
"He's an incredible player. That's my biggest regret - I wanted longer to work with 
him," Brendan Rodgers reflected. 
"Jamie's been absolutely first class and a colossal player for this club. It's with 
great sadness we have to move on. There's not many around of his type with that 
quality." 
The icon isn't one for plaudits, so it came as no surprise that he sheepishly 
accepted the guard of honour and quickly urged his teammates to get on with 
beating QPR. 
That they did - with ease. And while the curtain came down on Carragher's career, 
yesterday signalled the beginning for Jordan Ibe. 
Cutting in from the left, he teed up Philippe Coutinho who fizzed a lovely effort 
past a helpless Rob Green. The 17-year-old wasn't fazed on debut, looking more 
defensively disciplined and aware of his job than Raheem Sterling earlier this 
season. 
But this was all about Carragher, the result immaterial given that Liverpool have 
been in their own mini division for weeks and QPR stopped competing a long 
while ago. The central defender, only having scored three league goals in his 
entire career, almost signed off in style with an out of character 30-yard bullet 
which thundered off the post. The shot was celebrated as if it had flown in. 
Harry Redknapp gesticulated at his side's lack of attacking endeavour, and it might 
also be the last we see of him in the top flight. If it is, this was an undignified way 
to go. QPR were limp going through the motions. The manager now has the 
unenviable task of trying to offload the bad apples. 
They are in contrast to Carragher. Off he went, with four minutes remaining, to 
rapturous applause in what ended being an elongated celebration of all 
things Liverpool. 
STORY OF THE SEASON 
Liverpool Most QPR 
Suarez 23 Goals R[c]my 6 
Suarez 10 Cards MBia 11 
Gerrard/Johnson 36 Starts Hill 31 
Gerrard 9 Assists Taarabt 4 
 

 
WON OF A KIND; Natural-born winner Carra will be sorely missed says 
boss Rodgers 
LIVERPOOL 1 QPR 0 
THE KOP sang "one more year" and never can the chant have carried so much 
emotion... or such pleading, heartfelt truth. 
It came at the climax of a fine Liverpool display. 
It was aimed at Jamie Carragher as he was substituted to a rousing standing 
ovation at the end of his 737th and final game, plaintively urging him to 
reconsider his decision to quit. 
And they are right, he should not be retiring. This great Anfield servant, 
this Liverpool legend with No.23 on his back still has so much more to give to the 
club he has graced magnificently. 
Carragher's performance against QPR, who were overwhelmed - despite the 
slender scoreline - suggested as much. As has his leadership and sheer quality 
since being restored to the side in January. 
In the 14 matches since then Liverpool have lost once, a statistic that tells its own 
tale. 
Carragher very nearly added the perfect end to the emotive final chapter of his 
inspiring story. He began here almost 17 years ago with a goal in front of the 
Kop... and almost repeated the trick with a thunderous shot from fully 36 yards. 
Oh how fitting had it gone in. But instead, perhaps the cleanest strike of his career 
crashed back off a post to bring a wry grin to that famous face normally set in a 
scowl at his team-mates. 
At the end he was presented with a commemorative trophy on the pitch from 
Liverpool's all-time appearance record holder Ian Callaghan. 
Then Carragher spoke directly to the fans who have always idolised the kid from 
Bootle they know is one of them... and who they would most like to be. He said: 
"Thanks to everyone here today and the fans who have supported me so 
magnificently. 
"I scored at the Kop end on my debut and nearly finished it off with another one 
there. 
"I've had so many memories in front of this incredible crowd, we've had so many 
great times and they have played a bigger part than anybody - so thank you most 
of all to the greatest fans there are." 
Boss Brendan Rodgers said: "It's with great sadness he's going. I don't think there 
are many about like him. What he has with this football club is almost unique. 
"Listen, all great players, their time comes to an end and they move on, but 
someone like Carra, that quality, that type I don't think there are too many 
around. It certainly won't be easy to replace him. 
"With his leadership qualities and his warrior spirit, I think his technical ability 
gets overlooked. 
"I've been surprised myself by his technical qualities - he's a world-class footballer 
who can defend and can play, and this club will sorely miss him." Yet on a day 
when Liverpool inevitably looked to the past, Rodgers' team offered a tantalising 
glimpse of the future. 
There was the immensely encouraging display of youngsters such as 17-year-old 
Jordan Ibe on his debut, sub Suso and most significantly, the truly outstanding 
Phillipe Coutinho. 
The Brazilian's goal to settle the game was sublime, a shot of such technique and 
such fizzing power it took the breath away and stunned QPR into submission. 
Appropriately enough, it came in the 23rd minute. 
With every touch, every pass, every step he looks what he is - a real talent, a real 
footballer, and with every game you wonder even more how Liverpool managed 
to get him out of Inter Milan so cheaply. 
Ibe looks a prospect too, creating Coutinho's goal with a fine run and a couple of 
chances for himself that tested Robert Green and the Rangers defence. 
Suso, too, had three chances within minutes of coming on and Daniel Sturridge 
also went close on numerous occasions. 
So there is promise for next season, but it would be greater if perhaps their most 
inspirational player wasn't retiring too soon. 
TEAM FACT 
Liverpool and QPR have been caught offside more than any others Premier 
League teams this season - 110 and 108 times respectively his 's 
LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Johnson 6, Skrtel 6, Carragher 10 (Coates86), Enrique 6, 
Lucas 6, Henderson 7, Downing 6, Coutinho 8 (Suso 75, 6), Ibe 8 (Borini 64, 6), 
Sturridge 7. Goal: Coutinho 23 
QPR: Green 7, Harriman 7, Onuoha 6, Hill 7, Traore 6, Derry 7, Park 6, Mbia 5 
(Granero 46, 5), Zamora 5 (Mackie 73, 6), Remy 5, Townsend 6. REF: Martin 
Atkinson ATT: 44,792 
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Liverpool FC ensured the last game of Jamie Carragher's Anfield career ended in 
victory as they beat Queens Park Rangers 1-0. 
Philippe Coutinho grabbed the game's only goal mid-way through the first half, 
though Carragher could have put a glorious seal on his 737 and final appearance 
as he crashed a 30-yard strike against a post after the break. 
Reds boss Brendan Rodgers handed a senior debut to 17-year-old winger Jordon 
Ibe, who replaced Jonjo Shelvey, whilst Martin Skrtel and Jose Enrique returned to 
the line-up. Carragher, of course, captained the side against the already-relegated 
Rangers. 
* 23 Carra Gold - see our pick of the best moments from Jamie Carragher's 
Liverpool FC career 
Carragher was given a guard of honour by both sets of players prior to kick off, 
and was presented with a gift by visiting skipper Clint Hill. The Kop bore a mosaic 
in tribute to the defender, with pitchside advertising hoardings also dedicated to 
him. 
On the pitch, Liverpool were quickly into their stride, with Nedum Onuoha 
blocking from Coutinho after a slick passing move inside the opening minute. 
From the resulting corner, Coutinho's header was scrambled clear by Michael 
Harriman, with replays showing the ball had crossed the line before the 
youngster's intervention. 
Rangers had half-hearted appeals for a penalty waved away when Loic Remy 
tumbled over Lucas' challenge in the area, but it was the home side who were 
dominant in the Anfield sunshine. 
Coutinho, prominent as ever, had an effort deflected wide after skinning 
Stephane Mbia, whilst Glen Johnson's vicious cross just evaded everyone at the 
far post after a marauding run from right back. 
Coutinho, though, was the star of the show, and it was he who gave the Reds the 
lead on 23 minutes as he collected Ibe's square pass 25 yards from goal and 
unfurled a low strike that fizzed into Rob Green's bottom right hand corner. 
Remy had Rangers' first effort of note, 35 minutes in, but his left-foot effort was 
driven off target after a neat turn. Johnson then fired off target at the other end, 
whilst Jose Enrique was wayward in his finish after a powerful run into the area. 
Green was called into action early in the second half as he saved a deflected 
Enrique strike, before Ibe bent a fine effort just off target. Johnson had a 
deflected effort stopped, whilst Stewart Downing drove into the side netting after 
a positive run at the heart of the Rangers defence. 
The house nearly came down on 62 minutes as Carragher was encouraged to 
shoot 30 yards from goal. He unleashed a howitzer off his right foot that beat 
Green all ends up, but thundered against his right-hand post. 
Rodgers replaced the impressive Ibe with Fabio Borini soon after, whilst Suso was 
introduced for the superb Coutinho with 15 minutes left. The Spaniard almost 
made an immediate impact, but his 20-yarder was saved smartly by Green. He 
then saw another effort pushed out by the 'keeper, with Downing unable to force 
home the rebound.  
Carragher was given a standing ovation when replaced by Sebastian Coates five 
minutes from the end, with all four sides rising to salute an Anfield legend. 
 
 
 
 

 
Jamie Carragher bids emotional farewell to Anfield 
THE day Liverpool FC supporters were fearing finally arrived yesterday. But while 
Jamie Carragher bade an emotional farewell to Anfield, Brendan Rodgers had 
other reasons to curse the sands of time. 
After more than 16 years, six separate managers, nine major honours and five 
goals, Carragher brought down the curtain on a magnificent career with his 737th 
and final appearance for Liverpool. 
And with Rodgers’ men ending their campaign with victory and a clean sheet over 
Queens Park Rangers, there could be no more fitting way for the defender to 
depart. 
Pomp and circumstance has rarely washed with the ever-unassuming Carragher, 
as no-nonsense off the field as he has been on it since making his debut back in 
January 1997. 
 

Few leaving parties, though, have been as richly deserved. In the build-up, it was 
evident this wasn’t a normal afternoon. With the Kop holding aloft a mosaic 
paying tribute, players and staff from both sides formed a guard of honour as 
Carragher, flanked by son James and daughter Mia, strode on to the pitch to 
tumultuous applause. 
The 35-year-old made his way to the centre circle to take his salute before, after a 
brief shrug of the shoulders, he urged his team-mates to stop standing on 
ceremony and start preparing for kick-off. 
Typical Carragher. There was a job to be done. 
The defender had said he would decline the opportunity to take a late penalty 
rather than run the risk of missing it, preferring instead to score on merit rather 
than through a gift. 
His cheeky first-half ‘Hand of God’ attempt probably wasn’t what he had in mind. 
But Carragher almost took the roof off the stadium in the 62nd minute when, 
from fully 30 yards, he cracked a shot that flew beyond visiting goalkeeper Robert 
Green and smashed against the post. 
Maybe that would have been a bit too much, Carragher eventually making his 
leave from professional football four minutes from time to a standing ovation 
having helped guarantee the 197th clean sheet of his remarkable career. 
The chimes of “one more year” rang out from the Kop during a post-match 
presentation to the centre-back from Ian Callaghan, the only person to make 
more appearances for Liverpool. 
But Carragher’s place in the Anfield pantheon is already assured, Bootle’s finest 
joining the likes of Billy Liddell, Kenny Dalglish, Graeme Souness, John Barnes and 
long-time team-mate Steven Gerrard among the list of club greats. 
Rodgers, of course, has made no secret he too would rather Carragher played on. 
And the manager must also wish the season was approaching the midway point 
rather than having reached its inclusion. 
A run of only two defeats in their last 16 Premier League games would suggest the 
manager’s methods are beginning to take hold, although Carragher’s return to the 
team serves to further emphasise the sizeable hole he now leaves behind. 
And Carragher won’t be the only Liverpool player to have waved goodbye to 
Anfield yesterday, with Rodgers planning a further round of squad strengthening 
in the close season. 
Martin Skrtel, yesterday handed only a second start since January, has been a 
rumoured exit, while speculation continues to swirl around Barcelona target Pepe 
Reina, Sebastian Coates and Jonjo Shelvey. 
On a day in which they celebrated a decorated past, Anfield was also given a 
glimpse of the future with 17-year-old winger Jordon Ibe handed his first-team 
bow. 
Ibe became the seventh Academy graduate to make his debut this season, 
underlining both Rodgers’ willingness to give youth a chance and the fact he has 
had no option but to be more reliant on such fledglings than any other Liverpool 
manager in recent memory. 
With finances, while hardly tight, still paling against many of the teams whom 
Liverpool must compete for Champions League qualification next season, Rodgers 
admits he must make every penny count this summer. 
Liverpool will be happy if the Northern Irishman can replicate the impact of 
January’s signings. Daniel Sturridge has brought goals and pace to the attack, and 
with every appearance Philippe Coutinho appears a steal at £8.5million from Inter 
Milan. 
Coutinho once again pulled the strings as Liverpool sought to finish the season 
with a flourish against a long-relegated Rangers side, netting the only goal 
midway through the first half. 
Ibe, who can take encouragement from a lively performance, drifted in from the 
left flank and rolled the ball into the path of Coutinho who, afforded time and 
space, smashed a low drive into the bottom corner beyond Green from 25 yards. 
Coutinho should have been awarded a goal as early as the second minute when, 
after meeting Stewart Downing’s deep right-wing corner with a free header, the 
ball appeared to cross the line before being hacked clear by Michael Harriman. 
Once Liverpool went ahead, the game took on the air of a testimonial as the 
home side sauntered in the wake of extremely little resistance from the 
Londoners. 
Indeed, only over-elaboration and the heroics of the over-worked Green 
prevented an even greater margin of victory, the keeper denying Glen Johnson, 
Sturridge, Suso and Jose Enrique during an embarrassingly one-sided second half. 
During his brief address to the crowd after the match, Carragher, in trademark 
fashion, instead deflected the focus elsewhere by thanking the supporters for 
their part in the successes of his lengthy career. 
And then, as one of the first players to head down the tunnel after the traditional 
lap of appreciation, he was gone. Anfield shall not see his like again. 
MAN OF THE MATCH. Jamie Carragher. Only the width of the woodwork denied 
him the goal to cap off an emotional afternoon 
 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jamie%20carragher
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/philippe%20coutinho
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/23-carra-gold-jamie-carraghers-3321896
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/23-carra-gold-jamie-carraghers-3321896
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Winning performance on Carragher's last match before retirement 
Jamie Carragher's final match for Liverpool before retirement ended in a 1-0 win 
over QPR, who finish bottom of the league. 
Philippe Coutinho grabbed the winner with a fine 23rd-minute strike but 
Carragher, goalless since 2006, almost grabbed the spotlight when he hit the 
woodwork in the second half. 
Carragher's former Liverpool and England team-mate Michael Owen also played 
the last match of his storied career but a 16-minute cameo in Stoke's 1-1 draw at 
Southampton was not one to remember. 
Peter Crouch gave the Potters the lead two minutes into the second half and 
Rickie Lambert levelled 10 minutes later for the Saints. 
Managerless Manchester City ended a disappointing season with a 3-2 home 
defeat to Norwich. 
One of Roberto Mancini's much-maligned summer signings, Jack Rodwell, twice 
equalised for City but goals from Anthony Pilkington, Grant Holt and Jonny 
Howson won it for the Canaries. 
West Ham beat the Canaries to a top-half finish with a 4-2 win over relegated 
Reading. 
Kevin Nolan claimed a hat-trick and Ricardo Vaz Te also netted, while Garath 
McCleary and Adam Le Fondre ensured the Royals did not go down without a 
fight. 
FA Cup winners Wigan are also bound for the npower Championship but they 
added one final point to their tally with a 2-2 draw against Aston Villa. 
Darren Bent, on a rare start, had put Villa ahead before Emmerson Boyce's header 
and a Nathan Baker own-goal gave the Latics a sniff of victory. 
Ron Vlaar snuffed out those hopes in the 61st minute. 
Fulham shook off some questionable form to inflict a 3-0 defeat on Swansea, Alex 
Kacaniklic, Dimitar Berbatov and Urby Emmanuelson on the scoresheet for the 
Cottagers. 
 

 
Jamie Carragher's farewell Liverpool appearance before retirement ended with a 
comfortable win over relegated QPR. 
The Reds were denied an early goal when Philippe Coutinho's header following a 
corner seemed to cross the line. 
QPR then had a penalty appeal turned down for a Lucas Leiva trip on striker Loic 
Remy before Brazilian Coutinho netted with a 25-yard strike. 
Carragher almost scored a dream goal on his departure only for his long-range 
shot to bounce back off the post. 
The central defender was substituted to a huge ovation late on, with Anfield 
bursting into a rendition of 'we all dream of a team of Carraghers' on his exit. 
Earlier, there had been a huge roar as the former England international walked 
out for his 737th club appearance. He was given a guard of honour by both sets of 
players, with the Kop paying its own tribute by displaying a mosaic of his initials 
and squad number. 
The 35-year-old went on to bow out of the game with a clean sheet, while 
relegated QPR said their own goodbye to the Premier League with a defeat which 
left them bottom of the table. 
As the clock ticked down on Carragher's time at Anfield, Jordon Ibe was handed 
his first-team debut by Brendan Rodgers and the 17-year-old winger impressed by 
setting up his side's goal in the 23rd minute. 
After Coutinho's goal that never was and the rejection of Remy's penalty appeal, 
Ibe jinked in from the left and laid the ball off for playmaker Coutinho to send an 
unerring strike into the bottom corner. 
Carragher escaped a booking from referee Martin Atkinson when he tried to 
punch in a Coutinho cross at the far post as the Reds threatened a second. 
QPR rarely troubled the home side's goal but French forward Remy, who was 
recently arrested on suspicion of rape before being released on bail, sent a 20-
yard shot narrowly wide. 
Bobby Zamora also had a chance for the visitors only for the striker to fail to 
connect with an attempted side-footed effort after Martin Skrtel could not 
prevent a low cross from reaching him. 
Liverpool, though, were the team with a firm grip on the match and QPR keeper 
Rob Green smartly kept out deflected strikes from Jose Enrique and Glen Johnson, 
while an angled Ibe shot went wide of his far post. 
The Kop were willing Carragher to score and he almost did so in spectacular style 
only for his fierce 30-yard shot to hit the post. 
Liverpool's victory would have been more emphatic had it not been for Green but 
the final word inevitably belonged to Carragher, who was loudly cheered when he 
was substituted shortly before the end. 
Liverpool manager Brendan Rodgers: 
"The win marks a terrific end to the season for us. We would love the season to 
continue as we have found our feet and form. [But] we've got work to do during 
the summer in terms of reinforcing the group. 
"Carra is a true great. This is a guy, who after 737 games, is a true legend of this 
club. His performance was immaculate. I only wish for him and his family that his 
strike would have gone in. He gets credit for defensive qualities but he is also a 
great technical player. 
"It has been a pleasure working with him. My only regret is that I would have liked 
to have had many more years and games working with him." 
QPR boss Harry Redknapp: 
"We've been close in a lot of games but lacked quality to turn those close games 
around. 
"We didn't have the quality to stay in the Premier League. We need to improve 
that in the summer with lads who want to work hard and do well for QPR. 
"We've got no divine right to come straight back up. We'll have to work hard. I've 
inherited a group with some good professionals and also with people who are not 
so good. 
"That has been the problem. Lots of them can't get up early enough to get to 
training on time." 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/football/21371091
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/table
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-22537941
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-22537941
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90:00+3:29Full time The final whistle is blown by the referee. 
90:00+2:58 Effort from the edge of the penalty box by Jamie Mackie goes wide of the 
right-hand upright. 
90:00+0:12 Effort from just outside the area by Andros Townsend goes over the bar. 
88:14 Fabio Borini takes a shot. Blocked by Nedum Onuoha. 
87:08 Shot from outside the box by Daniel Sturridge goes wide right of the target. 
84:33Substitution SubstitutionSebastian Coates comes on in place of Jamie Carragher. 
83:41 Stewart Downing takes the inswinging corner, Andros Townsend manages to 
make a clearance. 
81:52 Sanchez Jose Enrique takes a shot. Save made by Rob Green. 
80:38 Suso takes a shot. Rob Green makes a save. 
80:31 Stewart Downing takes a shot. Armand Traore gets a block in. 
79:18Substitution SubstitutionJi-Sung Park leaves the field to be replaced by David 
Hoilett. 
79:18 Shot from just outside the box by Andros Townsend goes over the crossbar. 
77:16 Suso takes a shot. Save by Rob Green. 
73:48Substitution SubstitutionSuso is brought on as a substitute for Phillippe Coutinho. 
72:37 Phillippe Coutinho takes a shot. Blocked by Nedum Onuoha. 
71:30Substitution SubstitutionJamie Mackie replaces Bobby Zamora. 
71:30Booking Andros Townsend goes into the book for dissent. 
70:19 Outswinging corner taken by Stewart Downing, Shaun Derry makes a clearance. 
69:22 Stewart Downing takes a shot. Nedum Onuoha gets a block in. 
66:28 Direct free kick taken by Jordan Henderson. 
66:28Booking The referee shows Shaun Derry a yellow card for unsporting behaviour. 
66:21 Fabio Borini fouled by Shaun Derry, the ref awards a free kick. 
64:33 Esteban Granero takes a shot. Jose Reina makes a save. 
62:56Substitution SubstitutionJordon Ibe goes off and Fabio Borini comes on. 
61:32 Jamie Carragher takes a shot. 
61:07 Phillippe Coutinho takes the inswinging corner, clearance made by Clint Hill. 
59:37 Stewart Downing produces a right-footed shot from close in which goes wide of 
the right-hand upright. 
57:52 Martin Skrtel concedes a free kick for a foul on Bobby Zamora. Direct free kick 
taken by Bobby Zamora. 
54:53 Free kick awarded for a foul by Jordan Henderson on Ji-Sung Park. Direct free kick 
taken by Esteban Granero. 
54:33 The assistant referee flags for offside against Jordon Ibe. Indirect free kick taken 
by Shaun Derry. 
53:51 Bobby Zamora is flagged offside by the assistant referee. Free kick taken by 
Sanchez Jose Enrique. 
52:48 Daniel Sturridge takes a shot. Blocked by Armand Traore. 
51:53 Corner taken right-footed by Phillippe Coutinho to the near post, clearance by 
Clint Hill. 
49:55 Glen Johnson takes a shot. Rob Green makes a save. Corner taken short by 
Stewart Downing. 
48:08 Jordon Ibe has an effort at goal from just outside the box which goes wide of the 
right-hand upright. 
47:15 Sanchez Jose Enrique takes a shot. Save by Rob Green. Corner taken right-footed 
by Phillippe Coutinho, Nedum Onuoha manages to make a clearance. 
45:01 The second half begins. 
45:01Substitution SubstitutionEsteban Granero replaces Loic Remy. 
45:00+1:07Half time The half-time whistle blows. 
45:00+0:30 Phillippe Coutinho takes a shot. Rob Green makes a save. 
44:18 Shot from just outside the area by Daniel Sturridge goes over the bar. 
42:52 Free kick awarded for a foul by Jordon Ibe on Stephane Mbia. Centre by Andros 
Townsend, Headed effort from deep inside the penalty area by Stephane Mbia goes 
harmlessly over the crossbar. 
42:14 Effort from inside the area by Sanchez Jose Enrique misses to the right of the goal. 
39:05 Free kick awarded for a foul by Jamie Carragher on Bobby Zamora. Andros 
Townsend crosses the ball from the free kick left-footed from right channel, save made 
by Rob Green. 
38:28 Andros Townsend has an effort at goal from outside the penalty box missing to 
the wide right of the target. 
35:56 Jordan Henderson takes a shot. Blocked by Nedum Onuoha. 
35:56 Jordan Henderson takes a shot. Nedum Onuoha gets a block in. 
34:29 Loic Remy produces a left-footed shot from just outside the box that misses to the 
right of the net. Effort on goal by Glen Johnson from just outside the area goes 
harmlessly over the target. 
33:17 Andros Townsend challenges Glen Johnson unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
Stewart Downing takes the free kick, Jamie Carragher takes a shot. Save by Rob Green. 
31:54 Foul by Clint Hill on Phillippe Coutinho, free kick awarded. Shot on goal comes in 
from Jordan Henderson from the free kick. 
31:02Booking The referee shows Clint Hill a yellow card. 
27:22 Foul by Phillippe Coutinho on Michael Harriman, free kick awarded. Nedum 
Onuoha restarts play with the free kick. 
26:39 Free kick awarded for a foul by Jamie Carragher on Rob Green. Rob Green takes 
the direct free kick. 
25:57 Corner taken by Phillippe Coutinho. 
22:15 Jordon Ibe provided the assist for the goal. 
22:15Goal scored Goal - Phillippe Coutinho - Liverpool 1 - 0 QPRPhillippe Coutinho finds 
the net with a goal from outside the area to the bottom left corner of the goal. Liverpool 
1-0 QPR. 
20:56 Stewart Downing takes a shot. Save by Rob Green. 

 
 
17:24 Phillippe Coutinho takes a shot. Shaun Derry gets a block in. Corner taken by 
Stewart Downing from the right by-line to the near post, Glen Johnson takes a shot. 
Michael Harriman manages to make a clearance. 
16:53 Stephane Mbia has an effort at goal from outside the penalty area which goes 
wide right of the goal. 
15:42 Stewart Downing takes a short corner. 
14:21 The official flags Phillippe Coutinho offside. Rob Green restarts play with the free 
kick. 
13:01 Corner taken right-footed by Phillippe Coutinho, save by Rob Green. Inswinging 
corner taken from the right by-line by Stewart Downing, Ji-Sung Park makes a clearance. 
11:13 Andros Townsend takes a shot. Jose Reina makes a save. 
7:44 Nedum Onuoha restarts play with the free kick. 
7:44Booking Jordan Henderson is shown a yellow card. 
7:36 Jordan Henderson gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Ji-Sung Park. 
5:22 Ji-Sung Park takes a shot. Blocked by Martin Skrtel. 
1:54 Corner taken right-footed by Phillippe Coutinho, save by Rob Green. 
0:55 Phillippe Coutinho takes a shot. Inswinging corner taken from the right by-line by 
Stewart Downing, Phillippe Coutinho takes a shot. Corner taken by Phillippe Coutinho, 
save by Rob Green. 
0:00 The referee gets the match started. 

 


