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Anfield suffers growing pains 
Liverpool 1 Suarez 12 Sunderland 1 Larsson 57 Referee: P Dowd Attendance: 
45,018 TONY BARRETT Hope and over-expectation have been twin impostors for 
Liverpool in the two decades since they last won a league title, their fleeting 
appearances allowing the promised land to come into sight, only for the glorious 
vision inevitably to be exposed for the chimera it always was.  
Better for everyone then, for reality to bite on Day 1 than to allow unsustainable 
excitement to take hold and make the predictable comedown all the more 
agonising.  
Sunderland administered the reality check, grinding their way back into a game in 
which Steve Bruce, their manager, admitted they were fortunate still to be 
involved at half-time.  
In doing so, they may actually have done Liverpool a service, despite depriving 
them of two points, as it made one of Kenny Dalglish's most onerous tasks - 
managing expectations - more straightforward than it would have been had their 
season got off to a perfect start.  
The Liverpool manager might have spent [pounds sterling]100 million on seven 
players since January but his team are still a work in progress and one that 
continues to be held back by the failings of the past.  
When Liverpool ran out of steam in the second half to such an extent that Bruce 
was able to claim that "if anyone was going to win it, it was us", the inevitable 
conclusion to be drawn was that the fitness levels of Dalglish's frontline troops 
had been left short by the need to display numerous players who are surplus to 
requirements in the shop window during pre-season.  
In the absence of buyers, Dalglish performed his own cull. Not a single Roy 
Hodgson signing in his starting XI and Joe Cole, Alberto Aquilani, Sotirios Kyrgiakos 
and Maxi Rodriguez axed from the squad.  
The new broom has swept Anfield clean but perhaps the Liverpool manager has 
forced the issue too much. This feeling was admittedly not evident during an 
intoxicating first-half display in which Luis Suarez sparkled, but it became clear as 
energy and performance levels waned.  
And it was backed up by Bruce's more conservative approach to team selection, 
allowing Sunderland to improve in cohesion as their opponents fragmented.  
Bruce may not have said so in so many words, preferring to espouse the merits of 
his own team rather than delve into the limitations of their opponents, but his 
assertion that a gradual evolution is preferable to sudden revolution should 
provide food for thought for Dalglish at the very least.  
"We finished tenth last year and the club had to stay loyal to the boys that got us 
there and even though we made eight signings it was always in my mind to start 
with the nucleus of the side that we had last year," Bruce said. "You look at them 
on paper, [Stewart] Downing, [Jordan] Henderson, and all the rest of them, and 
they are all good players and in the first 25 minutes they could have been out of 
sight.  
The decision I made [not to pick many new players] suited us and it got us a 
result, but on another day who knows? "The big thing when you make big 
changes is it's very difficult to put them all in straightaway and I'm sure Kenny will 
be thinking that, too."  
The problem Dalglish has is that too many of the players he inherited are not fit 
for the purpose of competing for a place in the top four, let alone competing for 
the title, so the temptation to make instant changes is wholly understandable - 
even if Dalglish himself recognised that the assimilation process may not yield 
similarly instantaneous results.  
"It will take time to get to know each other but the most important factor is they 
got through the game," Dalglish said. "Two of the players have just come back 
from the Copa America and there were five new signings. It's a big ask. But we 
knew what we were doing when we picked the side.  
"[Cohesion] might happen next week, I don't know. There is no timescale, that's a 
certainty. The squad is much better than it was last year and we are delighted 
with the business we've done. Whatever time they need, they will have."  
Had Suarez scored the penalty he won rather than blazing it over the crossbar 
such pleas for patience might not have been necessary. The same player gave 
Liverpool the lead with a deft close-range header from Charlie Adam's inswinging 
free kick but aside from a thunderous shot against the crossbar by Downing that 
could have doubled their advantage, the threat posed by Dalglish's side had all 
but evaporated by the time that Sebastian Larsson equalised with a technically 
perfect volley. A stunning goal and a reality check rolled into one.  
Liverpool have spent lavishly but the hard work is just getting under way, the only 
significant, consolation from their opening-day setback being that they can now 
proceed without fear that any bubbles caused by over-expectation could be about 
to be burst.  

 

First impressions LIVERPOOL Ready to play? After setting a ferocious pace in the 
opening half-hour, Liverpool's energy levels dipped in the second half. 
Strengths/weaknesses Their main strength is also one of their weaknesses - 
Suarez is outstanding but is in danger of being relied upon too much.  
Talisman Even after less than a week's training Suarez was still Liverpool's most 
potent forward player. Optimism levels Expectation levels are high but after 
conceding an equaliser reality dawned and the Liverpool fans became more 
muted.  
SUNDERLAND Ready to play? Grew stronger as the match wore on with Lee 
Cattermole and Jack Colback eventually taking control of central midfield. 
Strengths/weaknesses Wes Brown's arrival has helped to shore up their defence 
and Sebastian Larsson offers a creative edge on the flanks. Struggled to hold up 
possession in attack and get numbers forward. Talisman An astute piece of 
business by Steve Bruce, Larsson also influences play in central areas. Optimism 
levels A raucous following accompanied Sunderland on their travels and their 
spirits were lifted by their second-half showing.  

 

 

 

 

 
Silky Suarez shows the way ahead but Dalglish will 
need to be patient 
They have presided over 15 signings but there were no great discoveries at 
Anfield, merely confirmation for Steve Bruce that less is more and that Kenny 
Dalglish needs more like Luis. Patience will be at a premium again at Liverpool 
until their pounds 110m investment matches the impact and output of the 
exhilarating Suarez.  
Dalglish had excuses for a Liverpool display that shone then burned against 
Sunderland - and he justifiably deployed them all. There were four debutants 
including one, Jose Enrique, who arrived 24 hours earlier and was thrust into the 
team when Fabio Aurelio returned injured to the knackers yard. There were two 
players fresh from Copa America duty and a starting XI featuring seven new faces 
to the side inherited from Roy Hodgson in January. "It's a big ask," Dalglish 
conceded. "But we knew what we were doing when we picked the side."  
On the eve of the campaign Dalglish instructed every Liverpool player to raise 
their game and, having been repaid for only 45 minutes on Saturday, delivered 
another warning not to be ignored. "Whatever time they need [to gel], they will 
have," he said, before adding: "We are relaxed about the situation but we want to 
be competitive."  
No one epitomised the manager's mantra better than Suarez, who returned to 
training on Monday following his victorious efforts at the Copa America and 
vindicated his selection immediately. Liverpool's problem was that no one else 
rivalled the Uruguayan's contribution over 90 minutes.  
Kick off was the regulation 3pm but Kieran Richardson started 13 minutes later. In 
the intervening period he had a clearance blocked by Suarez on the half-way line, 
clipped the striker as he rounded goalkeeper Simon Mignolet, escaped a red card 
thanks to the angle of Suarez's run away from goal, and lost Liverpool's No7 again 
when he glanced home a Charlie Adam free-kick from the right. The source of 
many Liverpool goals this season it is safe to assume.  
Though Suarez skied the penalty there was no indication Liverpool would rue the 
miss or referee Phil Dowd's decision to keep the contest alive. Adam began in his 
Blackpool pomp, setting up Andy Carroll for a fine finish disallowed for a push on 
Anton Ferdinand, then Stewart Downing struck the bar following an incisive run 
and Sunderland offered neither the quality in passing nor strength in midfield to 
suggest a recovery.  
The opposite was true from the 40-minute mark, with Lee Cattermole and Jack 
Colback dominating central midfield, all rhythm and energy fading from Liverpool, 
and Wes Brown out-playing Carroll on his Sunderland debut.  
Bruce has made 10 signings this summer but, mindful of the effects of last 
season's overhaul, gave only Brown and Sebastian Larsson their debuts. His 
decision to reward Colback for his emergence last season represented brave and 
astute management, and Sunderland's payback arrived when Ahmed 
Elmohamady crossed in acres of space from the right and Larsson, also unmarked, 
volleyed expertly past Jose Reina. "The thing when you make big changes is it's 
very difficult to put them all in straight away and I'm sure Kenny will be thinking 
that too," the Sunderland manager said.  
Man of the match Wes Brown (Sunderland)  
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Brown stalls new–look Liverpool 
Liverpool 1 Liverpool 1  
Suarez 13  
Sunderland 1  
Larsson 57 Att: 45,018  
Of all the new boys on show here, it was an old one who most caught the eye, the 
31&#x2013;year&#x2013;old Wes Brown. His Manchester United roots earning 
the opprobrium of the Liverpool faithful, Brown calmly and quietly demonstrated 
why Sunderland could have made one of the signings of the summer.  
Fitness is always a concern with Brown, who has long association with the 
physiotherapist's room following injuries to knee and ankle, as well as the 
inevitable wear and tear of 341 games spread over 13 years at United and 23 caps 
for England. If he can avoid further damage, Brown could prove a rock in Steve 
Bruce's defence, particularly if he repeats the type of performance that saw him 
largely subdue Andy Carroll. A four&#x2013;year contract was generous, but with 
a fee reported around [pounds sterling]1million it could be a 
master&#x2013;stroke by Bruce.  
"He rolled back the years,'' said the Sunderland manager of Brown's display. "For 
me he is arguably one of the best natural English centre&#x2013;backs we've had. 
He's not played, been injured and with Rio Ferdinand and Nemanja Vidic doing so 
well we've managed to get him.''  
With Phil Jones and Chris Smalling the Old Trafford heirs apparent at 
centre&#x2013;half, Brown clearly knew his opportunities would be limited. "He's 
been fit since last February but this was his first competitive game since that 
time,'' Bruce added.  
"He's as tough as they come and that experience of knowing how to play against a 
big centre&#x2013;forward showed, he had it off to a tee. He was terrific. 
Dropped off when he needed to, went up against him when he needed to, he 
gave a proper performance."  
Brown made one mistake, conceding the free&#x2013;kick from Charlie Adam 
delivered for Luis Suarez to give Liverpool the lead. Such was their early 
dominance before fading, Kenny Dalglish's side should already have been ahead 
by then as Suarez missed a penalty after being fouled by Kieran Richardson. 
Sunderland enjoyed a double escape as Richardson should have been dismissed. 
Suarez was about to score. No question.  
Like Brown, Seb Larsson also impressed on his first outing, rising unmarked to 
equalise with a wonderful acrobatic volley following Ahmed Elmohamady's cross, 
and exploiting a momentary lapse of concentration by defender John Flanagan. "I 
thought our two debutants were fantastic but new players need time,'' Bruce 
said.  
Liverpool's debut&#x2013;making foursome had mixed fortunes. Adam did well, 
all tackles and passes in the centre, and could form a strong mid&#x2013;field 
three with Lucas and Steven Gerrard when the captain returns. Stewart Downing 
was intelligence personified first on the left, then right and then in the hole.  
Jose Enrique was steady at leftback. The real concern was Jordan Henderson, who 
failed to impose himself tucked in on the right.  
"It's important to remember that he's only 20,'' said Bruce, Henderson's former 
manager. "He will be a very, very good player. He's risen in two years. He can only 
get better as an individual because he wants to do well so give him time.'  
' Dalglish observed that Henderson was making his debut against "his former club 
which is an ordeal in itself here, but when it's against the only club you've ever 
played for it must make it even more stressful".  
Carroll could have done with better service from Henderson but the striker rightly 
appealed for patience for Dalglish's evolving team. "It is going to take everyone a 
little while to get together,'' Carroll said. "It is a big stage. But all the lads are 
happy with the way things are going.''  
Carroll looks fitter than last season, but needs to continue to dispel questions 
about his lifestyle. "I was injured a long time, so it was nice to play a few games in 
pre&#x2013;season and get my fitness up, as well as getting a few goals,'' Carroll 
added. "I have got to show what I can do. I love playing for this club.  
"Kenny is a great manager and it is great to know that he has given me all his 
backing. I have just got to give it all back to him. In training he is giving me little 
pointers here, there and everywhere.  
"Obviously I need to listen to him and put them into my game. It is nice to know 
that he has got faith in him. It is a big help.''  
So is having Suarez buzzing around him. "It was great to be back alongside him,'' 
Carroll said. "We haven't seen too much of him in pre&#x2013;season, as he's 
been away (winning the Copa America with Uruguay) and done well for his 
country. We are all delighted that he is back. Last season he was great and we are 
looking for him to do it again."  

 

Saturday showed how important Suarez is, how they miss Gerrard and that 
Liverpool will need time to develop their new look. For Sunderland, Brown looks 
more than ready.  
How the fresh faces fared  
There were seven new players on show at Anfield -; the most of any top flight 
game.  
LIVERPOOL  
Jose Enrique The ex-;Newcastle defender was solid enough, although greater tests 
await.  
Jordan Henderson Looked slightly overawed by the occasion and needs to 
improve his standards to command a regular place. Substituted.  
Charlie Adam Looked very much at home in the central midfield role, impressing 
with his range and accuracy of passing, setting up his side's goal with a fine free-
;kick.  
Stewart Downing (left) Lively on the left and then proved his versatility by filling in 
on the right and in a central position. Almost scored a superb goal after a 
slaloming run and fierce shot.  
SUNDERLAND  
Wes Brown Jeered by the home crowd for his Manchester United connections but 
was impressively assured throughout.  
Seb Larsson A dream start for the ex-;Birmingham midfielder, who scored an early 
contender for goal of the season with a stunning back-;post volley.  
Ahmed Elmohamady Not the newest of new boys -; he spent last season on loan 
on Wearside -; but provided some lively contributions.  
 
Suarez 13  
Sunderland 1  
Larsson 57 Att: 45,018  
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Liverpool's new Fab Four need time to gel 
After seeing a radically changed Liverpool fail to capitalise on an early 
breakthrough against Sunderland, Kenny Dalglish said there was no timescale for 
his signings to bed in.  
There were only two survivors in this Liverpool side from the one that had been 
fortunate to draw 2-2 with Sunderland last September but the end result - two 
more points dropped - was the same. Dalglish admitted he did not expect Luis 
Suarez to last the game but would be putting no pressure on the four new 
signings who made their debuts on Saturday.  
"We might gel next week, I don't know," the Liverpool manager said. "What I do 
know is that the squad is much better than it was last year and we are delighted 
with the business we have done. Whatever time they need, they will have. It was 
understandable that at some stage we were going to run out of steam."  
Having extended a managerial record in taking points off Liverpool that only Sir 
Alex Ferguson and Arsne Wenger can better, Steve Bruce pointed out the 
inherent dangers of making too many changes. The Sunderland manager made 10 
signings in the summer but started with just two of them. He said: "You look at 
them on paper - Downing, Henderson and the rest. They are all good players and 
in the first 25 minutes they could have been out of sight. The decision I made not 
to pick too many new players got us the result but on another day, who knows? 
The big thing is that when you make big changes it is really difficult to put them all 
in straight away."  
LIVERPOOL 1-1 SUNDERLAND  
Scorers: Liverpool Suarez 12 Sunderland Larsson 57  
Substitutes: Liverpool Kuyt 6 (Henderson, 60), Meireles (Suarez, 75). Sunderland 
Dong-won 6 (Gyan, 66), Vaughan (Larsson, 80) Booked: Liverpool Carragher, 
Adam, Kuyt. Sunderland Richardson, Cattermole, Bardsley, Larsson.  
Man of the match Brown. Match rating 7/10.  
Possession: Liverpool 51% Sunderland 49%.  
Attempts on target: Liverpool 4 Sunderland 6.  

 

 

Kenny's new Kids on the Kop Are out of tune; Bruce 
knows it's hard to sing from the same sheet 
PREMIER LGE: LIVERPOOL 1 SUNDERLAND 1  
STEVE BRUCE left Anfield with justified praise for his canny managerial instinct in 
ultimately outsmarting his opposite number Kenny Dalglish.  
Yet the Sunderland boss admitted he felt far from smart early on in this 
fascinating contest, with his side blown away by an Anfield hurricane.  
Bruce went into the season opener convinced it was not a time to blood new men 
wholesale, so when he saw a Liverpool team-sheet with four debutants, he knew 
someone was going to look stupid.  
After 20 minutes, he feared it would be him. Dalglish had gambled by naming a 
side with seven new faces from the team he inherited in January and they began 
by running riot.  
Bruce said: "From experience, I knew that to try and draft five, six or seven in is 
not possible, even though we made that many new signings in the summer. So 
you look at it after the first 25 minutes and think oh-oh.  
"They could have been out of sight and even though they had so many new 
players, on paper every one is a good player.  
"In the end though, the decision I made not to blood too many of our new players 
got us a huge result, but on another day, who knows? The big thing when you 
make big changes is it's very difficult to put them all in straight away and I'm sure 
Kenny will be thinking that too."  
Bruce makes a pertinent point. It is tempting as a manager to back your judgment 
by using all your new signings, especially when you have spent a lot of money, 
which is exactly what the Liverpool boss chose to do.  
Dalglish even threw in Jose Enrique, despite him only training with his new team-
mates for a matter of minutes on Friday, and though the Spaniard performed 
well, Liverpool looked a young team unfamiliar with each other by the end.  
It is tempting to suggest this performance was the same old Liverpool of the past 
few seasons, starting brightly, but losing their way to the extent they were 
clinging on by the end.  
But much can be taken from this performance, especially in a first half hour when 
Liverpool - and striker Luis Suarez in particular - were irresistible.  
Suarez scored a fine goal on 12 minutes when he steered home a fine Charlie 
Adam free-kick at the near post, and even before then, he could have sealed the 
game in Liverpool's favour.  
He was clear in the box when tripped by Kieran Richardson, and even though the 
Uruguayan's touch was heavy, it was still a goal-scoring opportunity, and the 
Sunderland defender should have been sent off.  
Mind you, when Suarez had the chance to score from the spot, he missed, so 
maybe referee Phil Dowd was right - it was not such a great opportunity after all.  
But unsurprisingly, a team changed so fundamentally - as Bruce suggested - can 
quickly lose their way when the early intensity drops. Dalglish knew the team he 
inherited in January were not good enough.  
He has assembled a younger team with more energy, but without the injured 
Steven Gerrard Liverpool still lack leadership in central midfield and it will take 
time for so many new faces to bed in.  
Bizarrely, when asked about this, Dalglish argued his side can deliver swiftly on all 
the expectations Liverpool inevitably inspire.  
But the players admit to still getting to know each other. Record signing Andy 
Carroll conceded that gelling as a unit does not happen overnight.  
Carroll said: "It is going to take everyone a little while. But we all think it is there - 
we created enough chances.  
"I have had the pre-season which I needed and it has helped me get over all the 
niggles and injuries I've had. Now it is a case of keeping myself fit.  
"But it's great to be back with Suarez. You can see how important he is. I'm 
looking forward to being alongside him this season."  
In reality, Liverpool still have a way to go. Even before Seb Larsson scored a 
sublime debut volley, Sunderland were in control of midfield and looked the more 
likely winners.  
LiverpooL: Reina 7, Flanagan 5, Carragher 7?, Agger 6, Enrique 8, Henderson 
5?(Kuyt 61, 6?), Adam 6?, Lucas 5, Downing 7, Suarez 6 (Meireles 75, 4), Carroll 5. 
Goal: Squarez 12 SunderLand: Mignolet 7, Bardsley 6?, Ferdinand 6, Brown 9, 
Richardson 6?, Elmohamady 6, Cattermole 8?, Colback 7, Larsson 8? (Vaughan 
80), Sessegnon 6, Gyan 5 (Ji 66, 5). Goal: Larsson 67 reF: Phil Dowd aTT: 45,018  
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Sense of anti-climax at Anfield as frustrated LFC 
flounder 
LIVERPOOL FC provided an exciting glimpse of the future before the reality of the 
present dampened the party spirit. 
For 45 minutes on the opening day Anfield buzzed with excitement as Kenny 
Dalglish’s new-look side lived up to the hype. 
It was the start supporters had dreamed of since the previous campaign finished 
with a whimper at Villa Park 12 weeks earlier. 
With nearly £50million of fresh talent on display in front of principal owner John 
Henry, Liverpool flew out of the traps. They rediscovered the brand of slick, 
attacking football which symbolised their revival under Dalglish last term. 
The adrenaline was pumping and the Reds were rampant. New faces made big 
contributions and Luis Suarez’s header was scant reward considering the extent of 
their first-half dominance. 
By the break the contest should have been over. The fact it wasn’t hinged largely 
on a combination of dismal refereeing and plain misfortune. 
Given the one-sided nature of the game, the slender size of the Reds’ advantage 
appeared to be of little concern but the interval halted their momentum. 
The onslaught couldn’t be maintained and they lost their way. 
“We have to manage expectations,” Dalglish wrote in his programme notes. His 
players went some way to doing that during a second half in which the occasion 
fell decidedly flat. 
The cohesion and energy so evident in the first half were sadly lacking with no 
response forthcoming after Sebastian Larsson’s equaliser. 
Ultimately, Sunderland were good value for their point as frustration descended 
on Anfield. 
In truth what transpired was hardly much of a surprise. 
After all this was a Liverpool side who had never played together before and pre-
season wasn’t exactly plain sailing with so many stars returning at different times.  
Many of the friendlies were simply exercises in putting players surplus to 
requirements in the shop window. 
Fatigue certainly played its part on Saturday. Suarez and Lucas both faded after a 
lively start and are still trying to regain sharpness after time off following the Copa 
America. 
The Reds’ summer spending spree has rightly fuelled optimism but they’re going 
to take time to gel. 
The manager handed debuts to all four of his major new signings on Saturday and 
at this stage it’s a work in progress. 
Some have been short of game time in pre-season and you can’t expect a team 
with so many new faces to click as a unit instantly. 
Jose Enrique’s move from Newcastle had only been completed 24 hours earlier 
and he would have been on the bench but for Fabio Aurelio pulling up lame once 
again. 
In fairness Enrique impressed and certainly looks like he possesses all the qualities 
needed to solve the long-running left-back problem. The Spaniard linked up well 
with Stewart Downing and whipped in a couple of tantalising crosses. 
Downing began with real intent and only the crossbar denied him a dream debut 
goal after a mesmerising run from inside his own half. 
There’s no question the winger will add balance as well as another dimension to 
the Reds’ attacking play, but like so many of his team-mates his influence on the 
game waned as the afternoon wore on. 
On the other flank Jordan Henderson remained largely on the periphery against 
his former club before making way for Dirk Kuyt. 
The pick of the new boys was undoubtedly Charlie Adam. The Scotsman ran the 
midfield in the first half, snapping into tackles and using the ball intelligently. 
It’s a big leap from Blackpool to Anfield but Adam already looks at home. He 
created the opening goal for Suarez with a pinpoint free-kick and underlined his 
confidence by stinging Simon Mignolet’s finger tips from distance. 
Even in the second half when Liverpool floundered, Adam continued to take the 
fight to the Black Cats and looked the most likely to make something happen. 
After so much anticipation ahead of the big day, a draw felt like a defeat but it 
could have been so different. 
Two seasons ago at the Stadium of Light, a beach ball famously came to 
Sunderland’s aid. On Saturday they had Phil Dowd to thank for a helping hand in 
thwarting the Reds again. 

 
 

 

When Kieran Richardson sent Suarez sprawling in the box inside the opening five 
minutes as he rounded Mignolet, it was a nailed on dismissal. 
It was the definition of a professional foul yet somehow Dowd allowed Richardson 
to escape with a yellow card. The feeling of injustice around Anfield was 
intensified after Suarez sent the spot-kick sailing over the bar. Suarez swiftly made 
amends by capitalising on some woeful marking to nod home but Liverpool were 
left cursing the officials again midway through the half. 
Andy Carroll finished neatly but had his celebrations curtailed after being harshly 
penalised for a push on Anton Ferdinand. 
It shouldn’t have mattered because Liverpool were in total control but ultimately 
Dalglish was left counting the cost of those two decisions. 
There was a let off for the Reds early in the second half when Asamoah Gyan 
headed tamely at Pepe Reina. 
But they failed to heed the warning and in the 57th minute some slack marking 
gifted Larsson the space he needed to volley home Ahmed Elmohamady’s cross. 
Teenager John Flanagan was a surprise selection ahead of Martin Kelly at right-
back and it was a tough afternoon for the youngster. But to his credit his head 
never dropped and he will learn from the experience. 
Liverpool couldn’t raise themselves after conceding and there was no 
barnstorming finish. No laying siege to the Sunderland penalty box. 
In fact the only talking point of the closing stages was substitute Raul Meireles’ 
mohican as the Reds ran out of both steam and ideas. 
At the end there was a sense of anti-climax. This was a missed opportunity and 
two points spurned. 
Yet in the cold light of day there was plenty to be positive about. 
It wasn’t the start Liverpool hoped for but perhaps one we should have expected.  
Patience is required as better days lie ahead. 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina, Flanagan, Carragher, Agger, Enrique, Henderson (Kuyt 
60), Lucas, Adam, Downing, Suarez (Meireles 75), Carroll. Not used: Doni, 
Spearing, Ngog, Kelly, Robinson 
Sunderland (4-4-2): Mignolet, Bardsley, Brown, Ferdinand, Richardson, 
Elmohammady, Cattermole, Colback, Larsson (Vaughan 80), Sessegnon, Gyan (Ji 
66).Not used: Westwood, Gardner, Wickham, Bramble, LaingGOALS: Suarez 
(12mins), Larsson (57min).CARDS: Carragher, Henderson, Adam, Kuyt (Liverpool - 
all booked); Bardsley, Richardson, Cattermole, Larsson (Sunderland - all 
booked)REFEREE: Phil Dowd ATTENDANCE: 45,018Not used: Westwood, Gardner, 
Wickham, Bramble, Laing 
GOALS: Suarez (12mins), Larsson (57min). 
CARDS: Carragher, Henderson, Adam, Kuyt (Liverpool - all booked); Bardsley, 
Richardson, Cattermole, Larsson (Sunderland - all booked) 
REFEREE: Phil Dowd 
ATTENDANCE: 45,018 
 

 

Larsson wonderstrike gives Black Cats a point at Anfield 

A SPECTACULAR goal from Seb Larsson on debut earned Sunderland a point today 
after Steve Bruce’s men weathered a first-half storm at Anfield. 
The Black Cats could have been a goal and a man down inside five minutes after 
Kieran Richardson lost possession to Luis Suarez and then brought the striker 
down in the box. 
But referee Phil Dowd flourished only the yellow, ruling that the forward had 
been going away from goal, and insult was added to injury a minute later when 
Suarez smashed his penalty high into the stands. 
He did not have to wait too long for his revenge – heading home Charlie Adam’s 
12th minute free-kick at the near post as he stooped ahead of Richardson. 
And Liverpool could easily have run away with it before the break – Stewart 
Downing hitting the crossbar and Andy Carroll having a goal disallowed. 
But the Reds paid the price for failing to kill Sunderland off – the visitors levelling 
just before the hour when Larsson swivelled to volley home Elmohamady’s centre 
from the right at the far post. 
Sunderland had been struggling to hang on to Liverpool’s coat-tails in the first-half 
but they were good value for their point in the second-half and Bruce will be 
delighted to have the season up and running despite a really tough opening day 
fixture. 
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Dalglish claims Dowd bottled red-card call; 
Richardson 'should have been sent off', says Reds 
boss 
1 LIVERPOOL  
Suarez (12)  
1 SUNDERLAND  
Larsson (57)  
KENNY DALGLISH bemoaned a refereeing howler that left Sunderland with 11 
men when they should have been reduced to 10 inside five minutes -- but 
admitted other factors played a part in this ultimately limp draw.  
Tiredness was an obvious issue for several players in his new-look side, including 
Luis Suarez and Lucas, both only recently returning from Copa America duty.  
Dalglish also cited the 'big ordeal' for any player having to make a competitive 
club debut at Anfield -- and Charlie Adam, Stewart Downing, Jordan Henderson 
and Jose Enrique were all doing that, Enrique just a few days after signing from 
Newcastle.  
'That's six boys there who have something of an excuse,' said Dalglish, addressing 
why his men faded after a bright first half when Suarez put the hosts ahead. 
Sebastian Larsson's 57th-minute equaliser earned Sunderland a point that 
Dalglish said was deserved.  
'For Sunderland's effort and commitment, a draw was about right,' said Dalglish.  
He was less sanguine about referee Phil Dowd's decision not to send off Kieran 
Richardson after the Sunderland defender had denied Suarez a clear goalscoring 
chance.  
Suarez was through on goal in the fifth minute and in the process of rounding the 
Sunderland goalkeeper, Simon Mignolet, when he was floored by a clip to the 
heels from Kieran Richardson.  
'You don't like to see people sent off but decisions should depend on what it says 
in the rule book,' said Dalglish.  
'It was a clear goalscoring opportunity. Nine and a half times out of 10, Kieran 
would be off. We need clear guidelines.'  
Dalglish's counterpart, Steve Bruce, claimed the referee's decision was 'spot on' 
and that Suarez was heading away from goal when fouled. But he did concede: 
'On another day it could have been a red card.'  
In the event, Richardson stayed on the pitch and Suarez wasted the subsequent 
penalty by blazing it into Row Z -- although both men were involved again in the 
12th minute when Liverpool did go ahead.  
Suarez had drawn a foul from Wes Brown out on the right. Adam curled a left-foot 
free-kick from 30 yards into the area, where Suarez was far quicker to respond 
than his flat-footed marker Richardson. Suarez steered a header inside the post to 
Mignolet's left. The equaliser came 12 minutes into the second half after 
Asamoah Gyan ran to the byline and fed a pass back to Ahmed Elmohamady, who 
crossed from the right. Larsson's superb first-time angled volley prompted delight 
from the visiting fans behind that goal.  
However this season transpires, a top-four finish and signs of renewal would be 
well received by Liverpool's long-suffering supporters.  
This time last year, Roy Hodgson was in the dug-out without much backing from 
the Kop, and the despised Tom Hicks and George Gillett still owned the club.  
Financial administration was still a theoretical possibility and a small-time Oriental 
businessman called Kenny Huang was supposedly leading the charge to take 
control with help from the Chinese government.  
That proved to be fantasy and the club ended up in the hands of another 'red' 
powerbroker -- John W Henry, owner of the Boston Red Sox, and a huge fan of 
sabermetrics, which is the analysis of baseball through statistics.  
Some of the key summer signings were approved because statistics backed up 
Kenny Dalglish's belief they will fit the bill in his new-look Liverpool side.  
In an interview in America this week, Henry's right-hand man Tom Werner 
explained that where saber-metrics dictate the need to get more runners on base 
(and creating 'scoring' chances), so in football Liverpool need players who provide 
assists and make chances.  
Statistics from last season showed that new recruits Downing, Adam and 
Henderson each created close to twice as many chances per game than the 
average Premier League midfielder.  
On other days, that may well pay off in points.  
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Reina; Flanagan, Carragher, Agger, Enrique; Henderson (Kuyt 
60min), Lucas, Adam; Suarez (Meireles 75), Carroll, Downing. Subs (not used): 
Doni, Spearing, Ngog, Kelly, Robinson. Booked: Carragher, Henderson, Adam, 
Kuyt.  
SUNDERLAND (4-4-2): Mignolet; Bardsley, Ferdinand, Brown, Richardson; 
Elmohamady, Cattermole, Colback, Larsson (Vaughan 80); Gyan (Ji 66), Sessegnon. 
Subs (not used): Westwood, Gardner, Wickham, Bramble, Laing. Booked: 
Richardson, Cattermole, Bardsley, Larsson.  
Referee: P Dowd (Staffordshire).  
 

 

Liverpool new boys hint at great things; Dalglish's 
expensive gamble is set to bear fruit as Adam and 
company settle well 
Sometimes new players bed in quickly. The team who were arguably the best that 
Kenny Dalglish built as Liverpool manager, that majestic titlewinning side of 1987-
88, certainly hit the ground running, not losing a league game until encountering 
Everton in March. John Barnes was flying down the left and John Aldridge, who 
had arrived earlier, was scoring at will.  
Sometimes it can take time for new players to settle. In that feted Liverpool side, 
Peter Beardsley really shone only after Christmas. As Aldridge looked down from 
the radio box yesterday, and Dalglish attempted to marshal his resources from 
the dugout, Liverpool's new boys sought to live up to a famous tradition. Unlike in 
1987-88, it will not happen overnight. Time, gentlemen, please.  
Just ahead of Stewart Downing, Charlie Adam was the pick of Liverpool's quartet 
of debutmakers. He began impressively, imposing himself on midfield, for 35 
minutes effortlessly steering the game around young Jack Colback. Short of 
burning pace, the Scot possesses the main attributes required for life in football's 
central combat zone: passing range, appetite, leadership, tackling and a good first 
touch, especially when controlling the ball with his left foot.  
As he proved at Blackpool, Adam constitutes a substantial threat at set-pieces, 
and it was a slight surprise when Luis Suarez took Liverpool's early penalty and 
almost deposited the ball in Stanley Park. But when Suarez was fouled by Wes 
Brown, Adam bent in a superb free-kick that the Uruguayan headed in. Adam's 
dead-ball qualities will add to those of Suarez, Downing and Steven Gerrard when 
the captain returns. For 20 minutes in the middle of the first half against 
Sunderland, Adam bestrode the pitch like Gerrard, dropping deep, drilling passes, 
always aware of his teammates' positions. When Phil Bardsley hooked the ball 
clear, Adam read its descent and immediately headed it unerringly to Downing 
out wide. He then charged upfield and tested Simon Mignolet's reflexes. He also 
put in a thunderous challenge on Asamoah Gyan, full of force but free of malice. 
As the second half showed, Adam needs more games as he faded, even resorting 
to fouling Lee Cattermole, although he almost rescued Liverpool with one 
barnstorming late run. With Adam nominally on the left of the midfield section of 
Liverpool's 4-3-3 and Lucas again anchoring well, Jordan Henderson was stationed 
on the right, protecting young John Flanagan and occasionally joining the attack. 
Signed for an eye-watering [pounds sterling]20million from Sunderland, 
Henderson has much to live up to and needs to raise his game from yesterday's 
level. Those who know Henderson well dispute the criticism that he is too nice to 
cut it in the killing fields of a Premier League midfield. The England international 
will mature, a point Dalglish keeps stressing, but it is impossible to escape the 
conviction that Liverpool's bestbalanced midfield will involve Adam, Lucas and 
Gerrard. As the life drained from Dalglish's players in the second half, Liverpool 
cried out for the energy of Gerrard, driving them forward, raising memories of 
past glories against Olympiakos at Anfield, AC Milan in Istanbul or West Ham 
United in the Millennium.  
Over on the left, Downing was making a good impression on Anfield. He looks fit 
and ready for the challenge. Some players feel daunted when stepping out at 
Melwood for training and then Anfield for games, sensing the heightened 
expectation levels, but Downing has taken them in his stride. He almost scored 
with a magnificent strike, thwarted only by the bar. Downing also gives Dalglish 
options as he highlighted in the second period, going right when Henderson 
departed and then in the hole after Suarez's exit. He still possesses that old love 
from his Middlesbrough days of taking on a full-back, dribbling at speed, but his 
game has developed.  
Some of his flicks to Andy Carroll and Dirk Kuyt drew appreciative applause.  
He also indicated that he can forge a good understanding with Jose Enrique on 
the left. Dalglish had been intending to use Fabio Aurelio at left-back but the 
Brazilian fell lame, meaning that Enrique was rushed into action within 24 hours 
of signing. Enrique was probably rivalled by only Leighton Baines as the best left-
back in the Premier League last season, even eclipsing such established forces as 
Ashley Cole and Patrice Evra. Even rusty after the uncertainty of pre-season, and 
still only on nodding terms with his new team-mates, Enrique did enough to 
demonstrate that he should be the answer to a position that has troubled 
Liverpool in recent seasons.  
He still received two lectures from Jamie Carragher, following some confusion at 
set-pieces, but there were frequent reminders of his ability as a left-back. He 
enjoys venturing down the wing, and dinked a fine pass to Henderson after 32 
minutes, but does not neglect the defensive side, using his body to shield the ball 
from Gyan early on and closing down Ahmed Elmohamady time and again, even 
using the corner-flag at one point to work the ball away from the Egyptian.  
In truth, two of the most impressive debut-makers wore the strange new away 
strip of Sunderland. Wes Brown, predictably booed for his Manchester United 
connections, paraded his strengths at centrehalf, largely dealing well with the 
aerial threat that is Carroll. Seb Larsson also shone, striking a magnificent volleyed 
equaliser and departing to a standing ovation from the Sunderland fans.  
Brown and Larsson certainly settled well.  
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Red revolution stalls 
LIVERPOOL 1  
Suarez 12  
SUNDERLAND 1  
Larsson 57  
Star man: Seb Larsson (Sunderland) Yellow cards: Liverpool: Carragher, 
Henderson, Adam, Kuyt Sunderland: Bardsley, Richardson, Cattermole, Larsson 
Referee: P Dowd Att: 45,018  
IT ALL seemed so simple at half-time. Liverpool were one up, but such was the 
apparent gulf between themselves and shellshocked Sunderland that they left the 
field wondering how it wasn't more; how their visitors still had 11 men on the 
pitch and how arguably one of the world's great players, Luis Suarez, had taken a 
penalty which would have disappointed a park player.  
Football, and football at L4 in particular, is never quite that simple. Forty-five 
minutes later, the hitherto bedraggled Sunderland had not only deservedly 
restored parity with a majestically taken Sebastian Larsson volley, but returned to 
Wearside wondering if they might have sneaked their first win at Anfield since 
1983.  
Yesterday marked the moment Kenny Dalglish's Red Revolution really began to 
take shape. His four major summer signings started, while the sense of ennui that 
enveloped Anfield - both on the pitch and in the boardroom - since the dying days 
of Rafael Benitez's reign has finally evaporated.  
Sunderland recruited almost a whole new team in the summer, but manager 
Steve Bruce kept his powder dry, giving starting debuts only to Larsson and Wes 
Brown. "We had our best finish for 50 years," he explained. "It would have been a 
kick in the teeth to leave those lads out."  
And after just five minutes, those who thought the Premier League might slowly 
slumber back into life were forced to think again. Kieran Richardson's slapdash 
clearance was charged down by Suarez. The springheeled Uruguayan hurtled 
towards the penalty area, where he was upended by Richardson.  
To the home hordes' loudly expressed disapproval and the away contingent's 
surprised mirth, referee Phil Dowd exercised early season charity and proffered 
only a yellow card. "You don't want to see anyone sent off, but that would have 
been a red card nine-and-a-half times out of 10," lamented Dalglish.  
"But over the whole game Sunderland deserved a draw."  
"I thought he got it spot on," smiled Bruce. "But on another day it could have 
been a red." Suarez stepped forwards with the aura of a man certain to score, 
only to blast his penalty high and wide.  
No matter, nature soon took its course. Seven minutes later, Brown bundled 
Suarez over and Charlie Adam lobbed in a free kick. A careless Richardson might 
as well have been off the pitch as he allowed Suarez to nip ahead of him and 
glance home the first Premier League goal of the season.  
Liverpool looked set fair. Lucas Leiva anchored their midfield, allowing Suarez and 
Stewart Downing to assume roving roles. Soon Downing was cutting his way 
inside, skipping over a slew of nonchallenges and rattling Simon Mingolet's bar 
with a piledriver.  
Sunderland almost threatened when Pepe Reina missed Larsson's free kick, but 
they took their half-time tea relieved to have 11 men on the field and to find 
themselves only one goal in arrears.  
The away side were more composed after the break and when Larsson robbed 
young John Flanagan in the 52nd minute, Asamoah Gyan might have done better 
than to head gently into Reina's arms. Then, of all things, Sunderland scored. 
Ahmed Elmohamady's cross seemed overhit, but Larsson showcased his 
exemplary technique by twisting his body and, almost horizontal, volleyed across 
Reina and into goal.  
The Kop grew restless, Liverpool started squandering possession and Sunderland 
began to look like a team for whom this season may hold genuine promise. Had 
Lee Cattermole not snatched at a late chance after sterling work from substitute Ji 
Dong-Won, the unthinkable may have come to pass.  
Liverpool: Reina 5, Flanagan 5, Carragher 6, Agger 6, Enrique 7, Henderson 5 (Kuyt 
60min), Lucas 7, Adam 6, Downing 7, Carroll 5, Suarez 7 (Meireles 75min) min)  
Sunderland: Mignolet 6, Bardsley 6, Ferdinand 6, Brown 7, Richardson 5, 
Elmohamady 5, Cattermole 6, Colback 5, Larsson 7 (Vaughan 80min), Sessegnon 6, 
Gyan 6 (Ji 66min)  
NEW BOYS WATCH  
Liverpool's big signings - Charlie Adam, Jordan Henderson, Stewart Downing and 
Jose Enrique - all started. Until he faded, Adam's passing brought a new 
dimension to Liverpool's game and his free kick led to the first goal. Downing was 
a threat, while left-back Enrique looks to have solved a nagging problem. 
Henderson came off after an hour.  
Sunderland gave debuts to Sebastian Larsson and Wes Brown. Brown conceded 
the free kick for the first goal but tackled well, while Larsson's equaliser was 
terrific.  
Reina Flanagan Carragher Agger Enrique Henderson Lucas Adam Carroll Suarez 
Downing 4-4-2 4-4-2 Mignolet Richardson Ferdinand Brown Bardsley Larsson 
Cattermole Gyan Sessegnon Colback Elmohamady  
 

 

Predictable punchline as Larsson has last laugh 
LIVERPOOL 1  
Suarez 12  
SUNDERLAND 1  
Larsson 57  
Hope springs eternal at Liverpool, but so do performances and results like this. 
Nowhere was anticipation and optimism more in evidence as the new season got 
under way, but deja vu was the feeling as the old stadium emptied.  
Liverpool's stoical supporters confidently expect the revival sparked by Kenny 
Dalglish in 2011 to continue apace, but it was clear here that the assimilation of 
the new signings will take time and that it is unrealistic to expect the reinforced 
team to gel immediately.  
Dalglish, who was without Steven Gerrard, Martin Skrtel and Glen Johnson 
because of injuries, gave debuts to Jose Enrique, Jordan Henderson, Charlie Adam 
and Stewart Downing, and will have been encouraged by a first half in which 
Liverpool were dominant. Unfortunately, an old failing reared its ugly head and 
the lion's share of possession failed to produce the goals it warranted. The one 
they fashioned before the interval was not enough to withstand Sunderland's 
improvement, which resulted in Sweden's Sebastian Larsson celebrating his debut 
with a volleyed equaliser.  
When the force was with them, Liverpool looked good. They could have been 
ahead here after five minutes, when Kieran Richardson tripped Luis Suarez in 
front of goal, but the Uruguayan blasted the consequent penalty over the bar. 
Richardson was fortunate to get away with a yellow card, when red was the more 
appropriate option. As Dalglish put it: "I suppose nine-and-a-half referees out of 
10 would have given Kieran the red card." Steve Bruce admitted: "On another day 
it could have been a red card."  
The first goal was not delayed long. In the 12th minute, Adam took a free-kick on 
the right with his left foot and Suarez scored with a stooping header at the near 
post.  
Until half-time, with Adam pulling the strings, there was only one team in it: 
Downing shivered the crossbar from 25 yards out, Carroll thumped the ball home, 
only to be penalised for pushing, and Adam demanded a smart overhead save 
from Belgium's Simon Mignolet. Sunderland had spent most of the first half 
carelessly conceding possession, with Richardson horribly vulnerable at left-back 
and Jack Colback out of his depth in midfield. Bruce's decision to prefer the 
inexperienced Colback to David Vaughan, who was Blackpool's player of the year 
last season, was a puzzling one. Craig Gardner, too, had a right to feel 
disappointed.  
In the second half, Sunderland were more economical and, therefore, a threat at 
last. Liverpool, in general, and Adam, in particular, tired when they had to chase 
for the ball and it became more of a contest. A mistake by young John Flanagan, 
deputising for the injured Johnson at right-back, allowed Larsson to put over a 
cross that merited a better finish than Asamoah Gyan's poor header.  
The equaliser came when Egypt's Ahmed Elmohamady crossed from the right and 
Larsson, beyond the far post, lashed the ball back whence it came, inside Jose 
Reina's left upright.  
Dalglish sent on Dirk Kuyt and Raul Meireles in search of the winner but it never 
looked like coming, leaving Bruce much the happier manager. Larsson and Wes 
Brown had delighted him with assured first performances. But why had he given 
starts to only two of his summer signings, omitting Gardner, Vaughan and Connor 
Wickham? "I needed to stay loyal to the lads who did so well last  
season," the Sunderland manager said. "The new ones will get their chances."  
Liverpool will need to keep their game together for the full 90 minutes on 
Saturday, when a trip to Arsenal will prove a sterner test. Sunderland, meanwhile, 
are at home to Newcastle and will be looking for more penetration.  
LIVERPOOL Reina; Flanagan, Carragher&#9632;, Agger, Jose Enrique; 
Henderson&#9632; (Kuyt&#9632; 60), Lucas, Adam&#9632;, Downing; Carroll; 
Suarez (Meireles 75) Subs not used Doni, Kelly, Robinson, Spearing, Ngog  
SUNDERLAND Mignolet; Bardsley&#9632;, Brown, Ferdinand, Richardson; 
Elmohamady, Cattermole&#9632;, Coldback, Larsson&#9632; (Vaughan 80); 
Sessegnon; Gyan (Ji 66) Subs not used Westwood, Bramble, Laing, Gardner, 
Wickham  
Anfield 45,018  
Game rating 7/10 Referee Phil Dowd  
 


