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Dalglish receives backing chorus 
Liverpool 5 Rodriguez 7, 66, 73, Kuyt 23, Cole 86 Birmingham City 0 Referee: H 
Webb. Attendance: 44,734 TONY BARRETT It was the chant that signalled the 
beginning of the end of Roy Hodgson's unhappy Anfield career and on Saturday it 
was sung so often and with such passion that the only conclusion to be drawn was 
that the Liverpool fans want permanence to be brought to the position of his 
successor.  
"Dalglish" the Kop chorused time and time again in honour of the man they want 
to lead Liverpool into the future. Maxi Rodriguez may have scored a hat-trick, Dirk 
Kuyt struck for the seventh time in nine matches and Joe Cole delivered a 
reminder that he has something to offer by coming off the bench to score the 
fifth goal, but it was not any of their names that incessantly reverberated around 
Anfield. It was that of Kenny Dalglish, their manager. The Scot's only worry as 
Liverpool recorded their biggest league win of the season was the possibility of 
cramp setting in in his right arm as he continually acknowledged the crowd.  
"It is humbling when they chant my name but it would be better for me if they 
chanted the players' names because they are the ones who are doing the business 
on the pitch," Dalglish said after again refusing to be drawn on his position.  
It is inconceivable that the caretaker status he assumed in January after replacing 
Hodgson will not be removed because, in every possible sense, Dalglish is the 
Liverpool manager. All that remains is for Fenway Sports Group, the club's owner, 
to remove the uncertainty by confirming his long-term appointment. Even the 
disappointment of becoming the latest victim of the Dalglish-inspired Liverpool 
revival did not prevent Alex McLeish, the Birmingham City manager, from 
championing his cause.  
"Kenny's back with a bang," McLeish said. "We are better than we showed, but 
good luck to Kenny. I couldn't see any way he won't get the job [full time]. Maybe 
they had lost a little bit of confidence; it's not the fault of Roy Hodgson, but it 
maybe happened.  
"Kenny has come in and put a smile on their faces. When you have been through 
some bad results, then confidence is low, and he has got them laughing again, 
which is important. Kenny has got an aura, there's no doubt about it. The players 
are respectful of him, they accept whatever he says and the attention they give 
him when he shouts from the touchline shows it's there."  
The last time Dalglish managed Liverpool against Birmingham at Anfield was 
almost exactly 25 years earlier. That game also ended in a 5-0 home win and the 
season culminated with the Merseyside team celebrating a Double and the West 
Midlands side being relegated. Liverpool have no such chance of success this time 
around, regardless of the feel-good factor that has swept through the club since 
Dalglish's return, but Birmingham harbour fears of demotion to the npower 
Championship and, on the basis of this performance, they are right to be 
concerned.  
The routine video review of the game will make particularly unpleasant viewing 
for McLeish, a defender of note during his playing days, because all five goals fell 
into the preventable category, even if Liverpool's overall performance made such 
an overwhelming margin of victory justified.  
Ben Foster spilt a shot from Jay Spearing to allow Rodriguez to score his first. The 
Birmingham goalkeeper was then left exposed by a simple header that allowed 
the unattended Luis Suarez in on goal. Foster saved, and again from Kuyt, but the 
Dutchman was quick to gobble up the rebound.  
Suffering from back pain and a dead leg, Foster made way for Colin Doyle after 40 
minutes and his understudy fared even worse. He could do nothing to prevent 
Rodriguez's second, a close-range volley after Suarez had again escaped his 
markers, but his hapless role in the Argentinian's hat-trick goal and Cole's first 
since New Year's Day hardly inspired confidence.  
"You just can't concede goals like that at this level," McLeish said. "But I had my 
bad days as a player as well. These guys who have not played well on this 
occasion have been there in the main and I can empathise with them because I've 
been there myself. There will be a reaction from this. Guys like Roger Johnson, 
Lee Bowyer and Stephen Carr - they will be smarting about this and want to atone 
for it. When they get knocked down, they are good at getting back up."  

 

 
Kuyt warns rampant Liverpool not to repeat mistakes of the past 
If a 5-0 win over Birmingham City stirred memories of Kenny Dalglish's Double-
winning debut season as manager at Anfield, thoughts among the players turned 
to more recent halcyon days. The 2009 vintage was the finest Liverpool team of 
Dirk Kuyt's five years on Merseyside and they finished the campaign with an 
avalanche of goals.  
"When we were really close in 2009 and finished second I had the same feeling - a 
matter of a few good signings and we will be right up there," Kuyt said.  
Liverpool know to their cost that optimism can be the prelude to disappointment. 
Two years ago they unravelled at startling speed after their flirtation with the 
title, so while a severely depleted team have earned the club's biggest win for 19 
months, past experience teaches Kuyt that further investment is required in the 
summer.  
"We have learnt from what happened in 2009 when we lost Xabi [Alonso]," he 
added, before voicing his belief that history is unlikely to repeat itself now. 
"Maybe we are better placed now. With the arrival of Luis [Suarez] and Andy 
[Carroll] we have two top-quality players, and if we can add a few other good 
players then we can compete with the best next season. It is exciting to see. The 
future looks a lot brighter than it was seven or eight months ago."  
Three months have made a marked difference. Liverpool's last dozen games have 
produced 26 points, a return that, were it extended over the course of a whole 
season, would put them in contention for the title. "What happened up until 
January happened," said a matter-of-fact Dalglish, ever careful not to criticise his 
sacked predecessor Roy Hodgson. "We just accept it."  
Liverpool have been rejuvenated by recruitment, both on the touchline and in 
attack. Even without scoring, Suarez has a capacity to capture the imagination, as 
Birmingham's defeated manager could testify to. "There is no doubt Suarez is a 
sensational signing," Alex McLeish said. "I have always admired him. He is going to 
be a huge star for Liverpool."  
As Suarez illuminated Anfield with elusive movement and bursts of devastating 
acceleration, Kuyt maintained his own prolific form. A ninth goal of Dalglish's 
reign - coming amid a hat-trick from Maxi Rodriguez - makes him the Scot's top 
scorer, dwarfing the combined output of Suarez and Carroll (four). The sense, 
however, is that the unassuming Dutchman is happier among the supporting cast. 
"It is easier to play with top-quality players," he said.  
Instead, the spotlight is shared between Liverpool No7s past and present. As a 
strangely supine Birmingham team conceded goal after goal, the deification of 
Dalglish continued from the stands. The supporters' choruses were, if anything, 
louder and more frequent than in previous games. "It is humbling when they 
chant my name, but it would be better for me if they chanted the players' 
names," added the 60-year-old. It is a wish that is unlikely to be observed.  
"Kenny's back with a bang," said McLeish. "He has got an aura about him." His 
side had held Liverpool in a forgettable stalemate in September, but were swept 
aside in the rematch in another endorsement of Dalglish's credentials for 
permanent employment. "I cannot see him not getting the job," McLeish added.  
Dalglish took the fifth amendment on the subject of his future; the concern for 
Tottenham Hotspur, however, must be that his revived team will pinch fifth place.  
Man of the match  
Luis Suarez  
Such has been his impact, it is strange to think that the nippy Uruguayan has only 
scored twice in his time at Anfield. Another fine display enhanced his popularity  
Best Moment A darting run to beat the offside trap and a cross to pick out Maxi 
Rodriguez for his second goal 
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 Liverpool close to title bid, says Kuyt 
Liverpool 5  
Rodriguez 7, 66, 73, Kuyt 23, Cole 86  
Birmingham City 0  
Att: 44,734  
They may be 19 points off Manchester United, but Dirk Kuyt feels Liverpool are in 
a similar position to the side of two years ago that produced the club's most 
convincing title challenge in years - and then faced a similarly crucial summer.  
That Rafael Benitez team suffered just two defeats but finished four points adrift 
of United in 2009 thanks to some costly home draws earlier in the campaign, 
ending it with a flurry of goals and convincing victories.  
In the summer that followed, Xabi Alonso left for Madrid, Alberto Aquilani and 
Glen Johnson arrived, and the club's development stalled amid unprecedented 
infighting, before Benitez was forced out last summer after finishing seventh.  
While that limp into the last Europa League spot represented another low point, a 
repeat of that this season would be seen as another step on the road back under 
Kenny Dalglish. Had the season started on his return, Liverpool would now be 
lying third.  
As things stand, Liverpool are three points adrift of a Tottenham team who have a 
game in hand but still have to travel to Anfield.  
With Dalglish's future still to be resolved, the current injury problems have shown 
that there is a sound basis to build upon for the summer - with home-grown 
youngsters John Flanagan, Jack Robinson and Jay Spearing outstanding again - and 
Kuyt is strongly reminded of the optimism of 24 months ago.  
"The feeling is a bit the same," the Dutchman said. "When we were really close in 
2009 and finished second I had the same feeling, a matter of a few good signings 
and we will be right up there.  
"I think this is exactly the case at the moment. With the arrival of Luis Suarez and 
Andy Carroll we have two top-quality players, but also with the young lads who 
are doing very well things are looking much more promising and if we can add a 
few other good players then we can compete with the best next season.  
"We are close I think but like everyone is thinking, we have to move forward and 
get better and better. Maybe we are better placed now and we have learnt from 
what happened in 2009 when we lost Xabi. If we can move forward then we will 
be there."  
If Liverpool can maintain this kind of form - with even Martin Skrtel convinced he 
was John Barnes for a moment on Saturday - Tottenham should be afraid.  
Although the visitors' defending was weak, Birmingham were swept aside with 
ruthless incision, with Maxi Rodriguez scoring after six minutes and Kuyt adding 
another before half-time.  
After the break there were two more for Rodriguez before Joe Cole completed 
the scoring to make it Liverpool's biggest win since the 6-1 victory over Hull in 
September 2009. "On my own situation, there is nothing to be announced," 
Dalglish said. "For me, it is an honour to be here. If the punters are enjoying it 
then so are we. It is humbling when they chant my name but it would be better 
for me if they chanted the players' names because they are the ones who are 
doing the business."  
Dalglish was proud of a performance that Birmingham manager Alex McLeish 
claimed was like playing against a team with an extra man.  
His team are five points above the bottom three, with a game against Wolves to 
come next weekend, and will surely not be dragged into real trouble. But 
midfielder Craig Gardner acknowledged that it was like facing a different side to 
the one they drew 0-0 against at home in September.  
"Kenny has come in and has done a great job," Gardner said. "You can see all of 
the players are buzzing. They were different class and we've just got to put this 
behind us." 
 

 
Stand-in Rodriguez puts Carroll in the shade 
LIVERPOOL 5  
Rodriguez 7 66 73 Kuyt 23 Cole 86  
BIRMINGHAM CITY 0  
Removing a pounds 35m striker from a team while introducing a midfielder who 
did not command a fee is not the logical recipe for a rout. Nevertheless, Liverpool 
have begun to believe in the improbable in Kenny Dalglish's brief second reign 
and, with Andy Carroll sidelined, Maxi Rodriguez was the catalyst for their biggest 
win of the season. The bargain from the margins effected a rapid transformation 
into match-winner.  
In his first game for more than a month, a hat-trick doubled the Argentinian's tally 
for the campaign. A profitable first 73 minutes meant Rodriguez has outscored 
Carroll and Luis Suarez, the other half of January's pounds 58m recruitment drive, 
in their short Anfield careers, as Dalglish noted. "I don't think Maxi's a direct 
replacement for Andy Carroll but he's got more goals than Andy in that one 
performance," he said. Deployed on the left of a midfield diamond, Rodriguez's 
selection in place of the injured Carroll required a reshuffle, but he displayed a 
predatory streak of which any striker would be proud.  
Three close-range finishes were proof of an eye for an opening and an indictment 
of Birmingham's inability to track his runs. Ben Foster began the day as their 
representative on the Premier League's roll of honour, the man with the most 
saves in the division. There are lies, damned lies and statistics, however, and his 
212th stop of the season was an inadvertent assist. He spilled Jay Spearing's 
fizzing shot and Rodriguez reacted swiftest. "A killer goal," Alex McLeish 
lamented. "To lose a goal so early totally disrupts your plans. Ben will be 
disappointed with that one."  
Rodriguez's tally was doubled in the goal Dalglish deemed the most significant. It 
was the result of a wonderful move, Raul Meireles releasing Suarez with a cross-
field ball and the irrepressible Uruguayan crossing for Rodriguez to volley in. His 
treble was completed when, after Suarez had a shot parried, he finished adeptly. 
"Maxi's a really intelligent footballer," Dalglish said. "He came in today and did a 
fantastic job."  
His performance overshadowed Liverpool's other scorers but Dirk Kuyt 
nonetheless managed a seventh goal in six league games. Having erred for the 
first goal, Foster was irreproachable for the second; he denied Suarez and Kuyt, 
before the Dutchman spun and shot to beat Liam Ridgewell, who was lurking on 
the goalline. Both build-up and consequences concerned McLeish, whose back 
four were split by Jose Reina's punt forward. "There's a big hole in the middle of 
our defence," the Birmingham manager, a former centre-half, said. Injured pride 
allied to a stiff back and a dead leg soon forced Foster off.  
His replacement, Colin Doyle, was defeated three times and was culpable for the 
final goal when the substitute Joe Cole's shot squirmed out of his grasp. "A bad 
day at the office," McLeish concluded. "I didn't envisage us losing the way we 
did."  
Anfield 44,734  
Game rating 8/10 Referee Howard Webb  
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Dalglish's golden touch returns smiles to Anfield 
Kenny Dalglish has enjoyed many memorable moments with Liverpool. As a 
player, winning six League titles, three European Cups, one FA Cup and four 
League Cups; and as a manager, the first time around, when guiding his team to 
three League titles and two FA Cups. Each one treasured and, had he a 
sentimental bone in his body, which he would never admit to, each one perhaps 
evoking a lump-in-the-throat reflection on the good old days. Small wonder the 
No 7 shirts with "King Kenny" embossed on the back still abound at Anfield.  
Yet as the Second Coming of Dalglish, the manager, gathers momentum, the 
chorusing of his name growing ever louder on the Kop, even the famously give-
nothing-away Scot will concede to a flutter of humility and excitement. It is as if 
he has never been away.  
"If the punters are enjoying it, then so are we," Dalglish said, his side having 
surgically dismantled Birmingham City at Anfield on Saturday. "It is humbling 
when they chant my name but it would be better for me if they chanted the 
players' names because they are the ones doing the business on the pitch."  
It was a rare glimpse of what his return to the front line - and the adoration of the 
masses - means to him. Quickly reverting to type, though, not for one second 
would he reveal when his inevitable promotion from caretaker to manager will be 
rubber-stamped by Fenway Sports Group, the club's American owners.  
"I said if I could come back and help, I would do," Dalglish said. "They asked and I 
have come. If I helped and the supporters have enjoyed it, then so have I. On my 
own situation, there is nothing to be announced. For me, it is an honour to be 
here and an honour to have been asked."  
For Alex McLeish, the Birmingham manager, there is no decision to make. "Kenny 
has come back in and put a smile on everyone's face," he said. "He has got them 
laughing again. He has got that aura about him. Players are respectful of him and 
they respect whatever he says. It's the attention they give him when he shouts 
from the touchline. It's there, Kenny's back with a bang. I cannot see him not 
getting the job, I just can't imagine that."  
Few could imagine Liverpool challenging for a European place when, under the 
sterile leadership of Roy Hodgson, they languished in 12th in January. Yet 14 
matches and 27 points later, they lie sixth and are well placed to take advantage 
of any further slip by a tottering Tottenham Hotspur.  
No Champions League, no cigar just yet, but a slot in the Europa League next 
season - under the full-time stewardship of Dalglish - would represent a quantum 
leap in Liverpool's fortunes. A top-four league finish might be back on the agenda, 
too, especially if the Luis Suarez-Andy Carroll tandem flourishes up front.  
Carroll sat it out on Saturday, exiled by a knee problem, but Suarez was rampant. 
The [pounds sterling]23m capture from Ajax might not have scored but his 
twisting runs and selfless, searching passes proved impossible for Birmingham to 
counter. "He is a sensational signing," McLeish enthused. "He is going to be a 
huge star for Liverpool."  
Maxi Rodriguez took the star billing with a hat-trick, exhibiting close-range 
poaching of the highest quality. Dirk Kuyt snaffled a seventh goal in six matches 
and Joe Cole - remember him? - was indebted to replacement goalkeeper Colin 
Doyle's fumbling as he completed the rout.  
That Suarez did not appreciate the history of the No 7 shirt when he chose it on 
his arrival in January was a tad amusing but it appears to fit him snugly. If he 
enjoys as much success in it as one of its previous wearers, that'll do nicely for 
King Kenny.  
LIVERPOOL 5-0 BIRMINGHAM  
Scorers: Liverpool Rodriguez 7, 66, 73 Kuyt 23, Cole 86  
Substitutes: Liverpool Shelvey (Robinson, 79), Cole (Meireles, 85), Ngog 
(Rodriguez, 89). Birmingham Doyle 4 (gk; Foster, 41), Bentley 5 (Hleb, 67), Phillips 
(Gardner, 79).  
Booked: Liverpool Robinson.  
Man of the match Suarez. Match rating 7/10.  
Possession: Liverpool 51% Birmingham 49%.  
Attempts on target: Liverpool 13 B'ham 6.  
Referee H Webb (South Yorks) Att 44,734. 
 
 

  
MAXIMUM EFFECT; It doesn't matter who Kenny puts in the team, they 
play their part in Kop revival 
LIVERPOOL 5 LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Flanagan 7, Carragher 7, Skrtel 7, Robinson 7? 
(Shelvey 79), Spearing 8, Lucas 7, Meireles 6 (Cole 84), Suarez 7, Maxi 8 (Ngog 89), 
Kuyt 8. Goals: Maxi 7, 66, 73, Kuyt, Cole 86  
BIRMINGHAM 0 BIRMINGHAM: Foster 4 (Doyle 41, 4, Carr 5, Jiranek 5, Johnson 5, 
Ridgewell 5, Larsson 5, Fahey 5, Bowyer 6, Gardner 5 (Phillips 79), Hleb 5 (Bentley 
67, 5), Jerome 5. REFEREE: Howard Webb ATTENDANCE: 44, 734  
PITY poor Maxi Rodriguez. A hat-trick on his first start in a month to inspire his 
team's season-best display, and he barely rises above the level of footnote.  

 

His sharp instincts and fleet feet did earn him a standing ovation when 
substituted at the end of this demolition of Birmingham, yet even then the Kop 
sensed there were more important issues at play.  
For Liverpool, as impressive as this victory was, and as impressively as their 
Argentine winger performed, it was more the sense of what it promised that was 
significant. The confidence displayed on the pitch is matched by an equal belief 
from the terraces and, for once, this is not the blind optimism that has been a 
trademark of the Liverpool fan in recent years. In the period from January since 
Kenny Dalglish made his triumphant return to Anfield, only Chelsea have a better 
record in the Premier League. No wonder, then, that the adoring Reds faithful 
sang their hero's name more intensely than ever during this procession, because 
were that form to be maintained over a full campaign, then it would signal a 
transformation from perennial pretenders into genuine title contenders.  
The supporters can see that - thanks in part to the emergence of youngsters like 
Jay Spearing, John Flanagan, Jack Robinson and Jonjo Shelvey - their team can 
cope more comfortably even without, currently, five first-team regulars.  
In the past, even in the best years of the Rafa Benitez era, they struggled to deal 
with the absence of Steven Gerrard alone, because the squad lacked depth. For 
that sea change, Dalglish must take much credit. He preferred, of course, to offer 
that credit to his players, and presented his usual straight bat to the familiar 
question of his future. But, if King Kenny was reluctant to sing his own praises, 
then there were plenty of others willing to do it for him.  
Not least amongst those was Dirk Kuyt, whose energy and enthusiasm have been 
a key part of the Liverpool revival under Dalglish. "When we were really close in 
2009 and finished second [in the league] I had the same feeling as now - a few 
good signings and we will be right up there," he said. "I think this is exactly the 
case at the moment. With the arrival of Luis [Suarez] and Andy [Carroll] we have 
two top quality players but, also with the young lads who are doing very well, 
things are looking much more promising. "We have already shown that in the 
second half of the season, where we have beaten Manchester United, 
Manchester City and Chelsea, and drawn at Arsenal. "Maybe we are better placed 
now and have learnt from what happened in 2009 when we lost Xabi Alonso [to 
Real Madrid]. If we can move forward and add more good players, then we will be 
there in my opinion." That is down to Dalglish of course, and Birmingham boss 
Alex McLeish was quick to acknowledge the effect his rival boss has had in 
transforming life at Anfield this season. The Blues ran into a wall of confidence, 
and were flattened by it, as Maxi lead the charge, with a simple tap in on seven 
minutes as he followed up a spilled Jay Spearing shot, and then steered home a 
Suarez cross after the break. In between, Kuyt followed up as his own shot was 
brilliantly saved by keeper Ben Foster, and Maxi completed his hat-trick and 
substitute Joe Cole the rout with two more goals in the final 20 minutes. It was 
Liverpool's most assured display of the season, and McLeish (left) has no doubts 
where it came from. "Kenny has come in and put a smile on their faces," he said.  
"When you have been through some bad results, then confidence is low, but he 
has got them laughing again, which is important. "Kenny has got an aura, there's 
no doubt about it. "The players are respectful of him, they accept whatever he 
says, and the attention they give him when he shouts from the touchline shows 
it's there. "Kenny's back with a bang. We are better than we showed today, but 
good luck to Kenny. I couldn't see any way he won't get the job."  
If Liverpool were impressive, then Birmingham were quite the opposite. They 
simply didn't compete, and for a side supposedly fighting for their lives, that is 
alarming. Yet their manager is not setting those bells ringing just yet. He believes 
the defeat, no matter how embarrassing, will serve to motivate his side into 
delivering the victory they believe will keep them in the top flight.  
"I know the reaction I will get from my players. You know Roger Johnson, Craig 
Gardner, Stevie Carr, they will be smarting from this and wanting to atone for it," 
he added. "We gave away soft goals and we have to do better, but the one good 
thing about them is that, when they get knocked down, they are good at getting 
back up - they'll all be bursting to go next week."  
Focus on fight for the Europa League  
THERE are three Europa League slots available for English teams next season.  
Birmingham, as Carling Cup winners, have one. One other has been earmarked for 
whoever wins the FA Cup and the third for the team that finishes fifth in the 
Premier League.  
The FA Cup will be won by either Manchester City or Stoke. City, however, want 
to qualify for the Champions League rather than the Europa League and will do so 
if they finish in the top four. If they do then Stoke can lose the Cup Final and still 
qualify for the Europa League as runners-up.  
But if City finish fifth then Stoke will have to win the FA Cup to qualify for Europe 
as if City lift the famous trophy they will go into the Europa League through the FA 
Cup, which takes priority. Therefore the FA Cup qualification slot would be 
deemed as filled by the winners, fifth place becomes irrelevant - and the door for 
the final Europa League place opens for the team in sixth, currently Liverpool.  
This has created two potential problems. If Stoke lose the Cup final then losing 
their Premier League match with City, which has been rescheduled for three days 
later, would help them qualify for Europe as it would boost their opponents' 
chances of staying in the top four.  
Also, Liverpool face the team currently in fifth - Tottenham - the day after the Cup 
Final and know that if they lose the three points will boost Spurs' chances of 
pushing City out of the top four and therefore turning sixth place into a Euro slot. 
But that will not be an issue if Stoke have already won the cup.  
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Rampant Reds have fans daring to dream it’s 1986 all over again 
THE last time Anfield witnessed this kind of demolition of Birmingham City, Kenny 
Dalglish was on the cusp of guiding Liverpool to glory. 
Gary Gillespie was the hat-trick hero in a 5-0 rout in April 1986 and a week later it 
was player-manager Dalglish who wrapped up the championship in his first 
season in charge with that unforgettable volley at Stamford Bridge. 
The double was swiftly completed with victory over Everton in the FA Cup final at 
Wembley. 
A quarter of a century on, Dalglish has Kopites daring to dream again. 
The second coming of the King may struggle to live up to the stunning 
achievements of his first spell in the Anfield hot seat, but it promises to be some 
ride. 
Of course unlike 1986 there’s no chance of silverware being paraded at the end of 
the current campaign. 
The mistakes made in the seven months prior to Dalglish’s appointment in 
January put paid to that. The biggest of which was not giving him the job when he 
wanted it last summer. 
As Liverpool battle to make up ground and with games running out, it’s hard not 
to look back and wonder ‘if only’. Results have make a mockery of the baffling 
argument that he had been out of management too long. 
It’s not just the return of 27 points from 14 games which is impressive. It’s the 
manner in which those results have been achieved. 
Over the past 15 weeks Dalglish has instilled a growing sense of unity, spirit and 
togetherness. Everyone has bought into his ‘team comes first’ mantra. 
Where earlier in the season players looked hamstrung by the fear of failure, now 
there’s a swagger to their work. Belief has been restored and confidence is 
surging throughout the club. 
Each game acts as a walking advertisement for the Scot to be appointed manager 
on a permanent basis. It’s unthinkable Fenway Sports Group could do anything 
else and why would they want to? 
“I want to win,” has been owner John Henry’s stock response to what drives him 
on and he’s got a caretaker with the Midas touch for doing just that. The only 
decision to be made is when the King’s coronation takes place. 
The Kop spoke again with one voice on Saturday and as he stood proudly on the 
touchline a beaming Dalglish returned the compliment. Together they are an 
irresistible force. 
Birmingham City weren’t just defeated, they were torn apart. Liverpool had failed 
to beat them in nine attempts in the league dating back to May 2004 but the 
hoodoo was ruthlessly broken. 
It was the Reds’ biggest win since Hull City were thrashed 6-1 at Anfield in 
September 2009. 
Hat-trick hero Maxi Rodriguez was only playing because £35million man Andy 
Carroll had failed to recover from the knee injury he suffered at Arsenal. The 
Argentinian’s response to being handed his first league start since the victory over 
Manchester United in early March was emphatic. 
It’s easy to forget that Liverpool’s resurgence under Dalglish has been achieved in 
the face of a crippling injury list. As well as Carroll, this was a side missing skipper 
Steven Gerrard, Martin Kelly, Glen Johnson, Daniel Agger and Fabio Aurelio. 
Rodriguez became the latest in a growing line of players to step off the fringes 
and rise to the challenge. 
In midfield Jay Spearing’s performances have helped to soften the blow of losing 
Gerrard and on Saturday he maintained his excellent form alongside Lucas Leiva. 
The duo’s partnership is really starting to click. 
At the back teenage full-backs Jack Robinson and John Flanagan once again 
showed maturity beyond their years with neat and tidy displays. 
Injuries handed the Academy boys a fast track to the first team but they don’t 
look out of place. The sight of Robinson on his full debut having the confidence to 
try his luck from 30 yards and Flanagan refusing to be bullied by Lee Bowyer was 
greeted almost as warmly as the goals. 
It helped that between the two youngsters, Jamie Carragher and Martin Skrtel 
were commanding once again with Pepe Reina reduced largely to the role of 
spectator. 
After Rodriguez punished Ben Foster’s failure to hold on to Spearing’s stinging 
drive inside seven minutes, the Reds never looked back. 
Midway through the first half Dirk Kuyt maintained his purple patch with his 13th 
goal of a fruitful campaign. It was a clever finish from the Dutchman, who now 
has seven in the last six league games, after Foster had thwarted him and Luis 
Suarez. 
Suarez didn’t get on the scoresheet but was at the heart of the Reds’ scintillating 
attacking play, terrorising Birmingham with his pace and trickery. What Suarez 
tries doesn’t always come off but he’s a hive of activity and Alex McLeish’s side 
struggled to get near him. 
It was the Uruguayan who cleverly created the Reds’ third in the 66th minute as 
his cross provided Rodriguez with a simple finish. 

 

Seven minutes later they teamed up again and when Rodriguez’s shot was parried 
by substitute keeper Craig Doyle, he pounced on the rebound. A player who had 
previously netted four times in 48 appearances for Liverpool, had helped himself 
to three tap-ins in little over an hour. 
Dalglish even saved some of his magic dust to sprinkle on forgotten man Joe Cole, 
who stepped off the bench to grab a deflected fifth late on. 
With the gap on fifth-placed Spurs down to three points, there could yet be 
something to celebrate this term. 
But with the promise of a big summer in the transfer market thoughts are already 
turning to next season when fans hope Dalglish really will have them partying like 
it’s 1986. 
LIVERPOOL (4-1-3-2): Reina, Flanagan, Carragher, Skrtel, Robinson (Shelvey 79), 
Lucas, Spearing, Meireles (Cole 84), Rodriguez (Ngog 89), Kuyt, Suarez. Not used: 
Gulacsi, Kyrgiakos, Poulsen, Coady 
BIRMINGHAM CITY (4-5-1): Foster (Doyle 40), Carr, Johnson, Jiranek, Ridgewell, 
Larsson, Bowyer, Gardner (Phillips 79), Fahey, Hleb (Bentley 67), Jerome. Not 
used: Derbyshire, Parnaby, Beausejour, Davies. GOALS: Rodriguez 7, Kuyt 23, 
Rodriguez 66, Rodriguez 73, Cole 86.CARDS: Booked – Liverpool: Robinson. 
Birmingham: noneREFEREE: Howard Webb (S Yorkshire).ATTENDANCE: 
44,734.Not used: Derbyshire, Parnaby, Beausejour, Davies. 
GOALS: Rodriguez 7, Kuyt 23, Rodriguez 66, Rodriguez 73, Cole 86. 
CARDS: Booked – Liverpool: Robinson. Birmingham: none 
REFEREE: Howard Webb (S Yorkshire). 
ATTENDANCE: 44,734. 
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Red-letter day for red-hot Rodriguez 
Of all the signings and sackings, all the comings and goings, that will occur this 
summer, there is one dead cert: Kenny Dalglish will be appointed the permanent 
manager of Liverpool. This is one love affair, rekindled so vibrantly over the past 
three months, that will not be allowed to wither and die during the close-season. 
The knot might be tied even sooner if Fenway Sports Group, the club's American 
owners, get their act together.  
Liverpool were drifting in 12th place in the Premier League before Dalglish arrived 
to enhance his legendary status, if that were needed, and their momentum 
appears unstoppable. Now, they lie in sixth position and only three points behind 
Tottenham, albeit having played a game more. With Spurs faltering and yet to 
visit Anfield, it is conceivable that Liverpool could catch them and prise away their 
Europa League spot for next season.  
This win over Birmingham took Liverpool's League tally under Dalglish to 27 points 
from 14 matches, a respectable haul. Still, though, Dalglish declined to commit to 
the marriage. "I've nothing to add on that," he said. "When we've got something 
to say, we'll say it. Until then, it's the Fifth Amendment.  
"Getting an early goal set us on our way today. We played some fantastic football 
and deserved to win. It was very enjoyable."  
By the standards expected of any "interim" manager, Dalglish's success rate is 
distinctly average. It was his ninth victory in 19 matches in all competitions since 
replacing Roy Hodgson in January, a record that includes defeats against 
Blackpool, West Ham and West Bromwich and a tame exit to Sporting Braga in 
the Europa League round-of-16 stage.  
Yet what Dalglish has engendered is that Anfield spirit of old. His iconic status has 
helped, too. Had he lost 19 out of 19 so far, few on the Kop would argue for his 
replacement during the summer. Bringing in the kids, giving their own a chance, is 
another feather in the Scotsman's cap, with the full-backs - John Flanagan, 18, on 
the right and Jack Robinson, 17, on the left - again given their heads yesterday. 
They did not let the adoring Koppites down, either.  
Flanagan was particularly prominent early on, supporting any team-mate who 
popped up on the right wing and also winning a feisty personal duel with the 
ever-combative Lee Bowyer. Teenage thrills apart, Liverpool barely had to go 
through the motions to establish a commanding half-time advantage.  
The loss of Andy Carroll to a knee injury hardly troubled them. In the seventh 
minute, Ben Foster failed to hold Jay Spearing's shot and Maxi Rodriguez - 
Carroll's replacement - followed up to tuck home the rebound. Then, 16 minutes 
later, Foster found it third time unlucky after blocking initial efforts from Luis 
Suarez and Dirk Kuyt. Kuyt pounced at the second attempt to guide in his seventh 
goal in six games and 13th of the season. It was akin to plucking candy from the 
Carling Cup winners and FA Cup quarter-finalists, whose Premier League survival 
is causing concern in the West Midlands and will not be helped by back and thigh 
injuries to Foster, who was replaced by Colin Doyle shortly before the break.  
"It was just a bad day at the office," Alex McLeish, their manager, said. "We were 
still in it at 2-0 but the third goal was the killer blow. I don't think this will affect 
our morale. We'll recover from it."  
Birmingham did improve after the break but their unco-ordinated efforts swiftly 
fizzled out on the cool breeze and allowed Dalglish another smile as his name was 
chanted by the red masses. A grin might even have broken out on his usually non-
expressive face as Rodriguez volleyed in his second goal, the result of Martin 
Skrtel's raking pass and Suarez's exquisite chip.  
When Rodriguez completed his hat-trick, after Doyle had parried his first effort, 
Dalglish simply readjusted his suit and tie; when Joe Cole added the fifth, one 
minute after coming on and with generous near-post assistance from the 
fumbling Doyle, he just folded his arms. The man is a legend. Get your fingers out, 
Fenway.  
Substitutes: Liverpool: Shelvey for Robinson (70), Cole for Meireles (85), Ngog for 
Rodriguez (89). Birmingham: Doyle for Foster (41), Bentley for Hleb (67), Phillips 
for Gardner (79).  
Bookings: Liverpool: Robinson.  
Attendance: 44,734  
Referee: Howard Webb  
Man of the match: Suarez  
Match rating: 7/10 

 

 
Maxi factor keeps Liverpool on Spurs' tails 
Liverpool 5  
Rodriguez 7, 66, 73, Kuyt 23, Cole 86  
Birmingham City 0  
Att: 44,734  
It seemed so unthinkable three months ago but Tottenham's visit to Anfield on 
May 15 will have plenty riding on it if Liverpool continue to play like this.  
The pursuit of fifth place has appeared fanciful at times but for Tottenham or 
Manchester City to forget Kenny Dalglish's side, who are playing like they believe 
anything is possible, would not be wise.  
Spurs still have a game in hand but their lead over Liverpool has been trimmed to 
three points.  
Birmingham's hard-earned reputation for stubbornness - they had drawn their 
previous seven league games against Liverpool - mattered for little as the visitors 
were torn apart as the Anfield side took their tally to 27 points in 14 league games 
under Dalglish.  
Two up at the break through Maxi Rodriguez and Dirk Kuyt, Birmingham could not 
get near them.  
Rodriguez, who replaced the injured Andy Carroll, added two more goals after the 
break to complete his hat-trick before Joe Cole scored a fifth.  
"We were deserved winners and I think we played some fantastic football during 
the game as well so we've had a good day and it's very enjoyable," Dalglish said.  
"I don't think Maxi's a direct replacement for Andy Carroll, but he's got more 
goals just in that one performance.  
"Maxi's a very intelligent footballer and the way the boys have worked in training 
has been a real credit in the way they've adapted."  
With John Flanagan again on the opposite flank, left-back Jack Robinson, 17, 
made his first senior start and the pair played with an ease that belied their youth.  
At the same time a midfield of Lucas, Rodriguez, Raul Meireles and Jay Spearing, 
rotated and never stopped moving, with some of their first-half passing 
representing a decent imitation of Dalglish's last great teams.  
They took the lead with just seven minutes gone when Spearing, who finished last 
season on loan at Leicester City, hit a thumping shot that Ben Foster spilt and 
Rodriguez pounced to prod into the net.  
The advantage was doubled midway through the opening period, despite Foster 
making up for whatever blame could be thrown at him for the opening goal. Pepe 
Reina's kick was flicked on by Meireles and Luis Suarez's effort was blocked by 
Foster, who also got in the way of Kuyt's effort before the Dutchman rolled the 
rebound past a defender on the line.  
Foster played on despite suffering a back problem and a dead leg in a collision 
with Stephen Carr in the build-up to the second goal but by the time he limped off 
four minutes before the interval the visiting fans had already resorted to gallows 
humour.  
A third came when Martin Skrtel, who had earlier attempted to dribble through a 
crowd of defenders in the opposition box, sent Suarez clear down the right and 
rather than hit a percentage cross into the centre he lifted the ball to the 
unmarked Rodriguez at the far post and the Argentine fired past substitute Colin 
Doyle.  
Rodriguez latched on to another rebound from his own shot to make to complete 
his hat-trick and there was still time for Cole to squeeze a shot past Doyle's weak 
save at the near post.  
Alex McLeish's Birmingham are now just four points above the relegation zone 
with a game against Wolves to come next week.  
"You lose early goals against the top teams and you think the other team has got 
an extra man and you're a man short and it looked as if Liverpool were able to 
play as they liked and we never got close to them," McLeish said. "We will 
recover."  
Liverpool (4-4-2): Reina; Flanagan, Skrtel, Carragher, Robinson (Shelvey 79); 
Spearing, Lucas, Meireles (Cole 84), Rodriguez (Ngog 89); Kuyt, Suarez. Subs: 
Gulacsi (g), Kyrgiakos, Poulsen, Coady. Booked: Robinson.  
Birmingham (4-4-2): Foster (Doyle 41); Carr, Johnson, Jiranek, Ridgewell; Larsson, 
Gardner (Phillips 79), Fahey, Bowyer; Hleb (Bentley 67); Jerome. Subs: Derbyshire, 
Parnaby, Beausejour, Davies.  
Referee: H Webb (S Yorkshire).  
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Maxi treble maintains Liverpool revival 
LIVERPOOL 5  
Maxi 7, 66, 73 Kuyt 23, Cole 86  
BIRMINGHAM 0  
HEADY times are returning to Anfield. Only Chelsea and Manchester United have 
accumulated more points than Liverpool since Kenny Dalglish became caretaker 
manager in January, which is an impressive tribute to the transformation at 
Anfield.  
A place in the Champions League, a mile away at the turn of the year, is coming 
into sharper focus but, on the evidence of yesterday's casual dispatching of 
Birmingham City, a more precious art has been rediscovered at Anfield.  
Under Rafa Benitez and Roy Hodgson, Liverpool failed to muster a single win 
against Birmingham so Dalglish has already exceeded his two predecessors. But it 
was more symbolic that, propelled on their way by a fine hat-trick from Maxi 
Rodriguez, Liverpool are starting to bully lesser teams in the manner of old Anfield 
outfits. The past seven games between these two have been drawn; an eighth 
would have set a Premier League record.  
But, once Maxi had opened the scoring in the seventh minute, there was never 
much danger of the Carling Cup winners retrieving a game they really needed to 
win to ensure survival in the top flight. Liverpool, who so often laboured under 
Benitez to turn their superiority into points, showed no mercy and long before the 
end Birmingham sensed a repeat of the 5-0 drubbing experienced at Old Trafford 
in January.  
As his fellow Scot, Alex McLeish, prowled and scowled along the touchline, 
Dalglish could indulge in a bit of managerial showmanship, not just acknowledging 
the traditional chants from the Kop -- the ill Gerard Houllier also got a mention, 
which was a nice touch -- but taking off Rodriguez to tumultuous applause in the 
closing minutes and bringing on Joe Cole, who, to confirm the manager's touch, 
scored the fifth as soon as he came on.  
"It's been a good day," said Dalglish. "It was good for Maxi, who's an intelligent 
footballer but hasn't played for a bit and for Joe [Cole] whose goal will do him no 
harm."  
Birmingham's cause was not helped by the departure of their goalkeeper, Ben 
Foster, just before half-time. Foster needed treatment after a collision with his 
full-back Stephen Carr in the lead-up to Liverpool's second goal scored by Dirk 
Kuyt, and, wisely perhaps, decided enough was enough for the afternoon.  
His replacement, Colin Doyle, an Irish international, was lucky not to be picking 
the ball out of his net moments later when Kuyt headed wide from close range. 
Down 2-0 in front of the Kop, the big Irishman must have wondered if the timing 
of his first league appearance of the season was quite right and he was sure it 
wasn't when Cole's late drive slipped under his body just before the final whistle.  
Of equal pleasure to Dalglish will be the style of the win, achieved, in the absence 
of Andy Carroll with a knee injury, through fluent passing and movement, most 
notably by Luis Suarez and Raul Meireles, who happily exploited the space behind 
Kuyt and the utter confusion on the left side of the City defence. As he repeatedly 
tells his inquisitors, Dalgish has simply returned Liverpool to the basics, passing to 
a player in the same coloured shirt and working hard as a team.  
Dalglish was less forthcoming about his own position, but it can only be a matter 
of time before the game's most famous caretaker is rewarded with a full-time 
contract. "As soon as I know, you will know," is his retort.  
Already 2-0 behind at half-time, when Suarez broke the offside trap just after the 
hour and crossed precisely for Maxi to tuck home his second and Liverpool's third, 
the only question for City was the extent of the beating. Maxi's hat-trick came a 
few minutes later and Cole completed the rout just before the end.  
"That third one was the most important," said Dalglish. "Maxi's hardly a 
replacement for Andy [Carroll], but he's scored more goals than him now, in one 
match." Carroll will be anxious to be back for Liverpool's next match, at home to 
his first and former club, Newcastle United.  
Star man: Maxi Rodriguez (Liverpool) Yellow card: Liverpool: Robinson Referee: H 
Webb  
Attendance: 44,734  
Liverpool: Reina 6, Flanagan 6, Carragher 6, Skrtel 6, Robinson 6 (Shelvey 79min), 
Maxi 8 (Ngog 89min), Lucas 7, Spearing 6, Meireles 7 (Cole 84min), Suarez 7, Kuyt 
7  
Birmingham: Foster 5 (Doyle 41min, 5), Carr 5, Johnson 6, Jiranek 5, Ridgewell 4, 
Larsson 6, Gardner 6 (Phillips 79min), Bowyer 4, Hleb 5 (Bentley 66min), Fahey 5, 
Jerome 6  
16The number of successive Premier League matches in which Liverpool have 
scored. The best current run in the division  

 

 


