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SloppyArsenal pay penalty as hope dwindles 
Arsenal 1 Van Persie 90+8 (pen) Liverpool 1 Kuyt 90+12 (pen) Referee: A Marriner 
Attendance: 60,029 MATT HUGHES Deputy Football Correspondent On this 
evidence, Stan Kroenke would be within his rights to ask for his money back. 
Arsenal's new majority shareholder missed the start of the Denver Nuggets' NBA 
play-off campaign to check out his new sporting venture, with his only reward a 
lacklustre 90 minutes followed by an astonishingly late implosion yesterday. At 
least the American should be familiar with the agonies of being beaten in 
overtime. Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal manager, found it necessary to point out in 
the post-match press conference that a slow-burning yet ultimately explosive 
spectacle had actually finished 1-1, as this felt like the defeat which handed 
Manchester United a record 19th championship on a silver salver, the one 
thought capable of calming the exultant Liverpool fans when the final whistle 
eventually sounded as Dirk Kuyt's equalising penalty hit the back of the net.  
Given the difficulty of their remaining fixtures and the inconsistency of recent 
performances that have yielded just one win from their past five Barclays Premier 
League matches, it is easy to see Arsenal being beaten into second place by 
Chelsea, which would call into question Wenger's claims that his young side are 
progressing. Those Arsenal fans hoping that Kronke's emergence as the dominant 
force in the boardroom would lead to a glorious new era from the outset were 
left disappointed, as the home side's late collapse represented only a fresh twist 
on the same old story. Arsenal have lacked on-field leaders since Patrick Vieira left 
the club six years ago, an organisational vacuum that was painfully apparent in 
the closing minutes. After grabbing a lead they barely deserved through a Robin 
van Persie penalty in the eighth minute of stoppage time, Arsenal were unable to 
hold it, and sacrificed the spoils like a bungling burglar dropping the jewels before 
making his getaway. Wenger blamed referee Andre Marriner's willingness to play 
12 minutes of stoppage time when only eight were signalled by the fourth official, 
which also led to a clash with Kenny Dalglish on the touchline, but he would have 
been better off taking out his frustration on some of his players, who continue to 
let him down. Having surprised themselves by scoring a late goal that rarely 
looked like coming, Arsenal panicked, showing a lack of composure under 
pressure reminiscent of another collapse against Liverpool, when they were 
bundled out of the Champions League at Anfield three years ago when they were 
six minutes away from going through on away goals. Arsenal's mental fragility at 
the death has already cost them the Carling Cup so it was little surprise that their 
title hopes should disappear in a familiar fashion. Alexandre Song's foul on Kuyt 
on the edge of the penalty area in the 101st minute appeared a needless 
infringement, and Emmanuel Eboue's decision to challenge Lucas when the 
Brazilian was facing the corner flag following the resultant free kick was even 
more inexplicable. Despite Wenger's protestations that Eboue went for the ball 
Marriner was right to point to the spot as the only contact was made with Lucas, 
leaving Kuyt effectively to end Arsenal's season with a swing of his right boot. It 
was more understandable for Wenger to query why eight minutes added time 
should morph into 12, although detailed analysis showed that the ball was in play 
for less than one minute of the final six because of the free kicks and penalties, 
the Frenchman had little cause for complaint. Arsenal have been throwing away 
leads in spectacular fashion all season, none more so than the loss of four goals in 
22 minutes at Newcastle United, yet Wenger's end-of-season review is likely to 
show that failings at the other end of the pitch have been just as costly to their 
championship aspirations. This was their third successive draw at the Emirates 
Stadium, where they have dropped 17 points this campaign, a disappointing 
return indicative of their struggle to break-down defences despite a plethora of 
attacking talent. By contrast the supposedly plodding Manchester United have 
dropped just two at Old Trafford this season, statistics which reveal a significant 
disconnect between perception and reality. Arsenal certainly lacked cutting edge 
yesterday, and created few clear-cut chances against a patched-up side that soon 
became even more depleted by further injuries. Fabio Aurelio limped off after 22 
minutes with a hamstring injury, Jamie Carragher departed on a stretcher after 
being knocked unconscious in a clash of heads with John Flanagan that led to all 
that injury time and Andy Carroll was removed with 20 minutes remaining after 
sustaining a knee injury in a challenge with Johan Djourou.  
The introduction of Jack Robinson and Jonjo Shelvey into a team already including 
Flanagan meant the visitors had three teenagers on the pitch, as well as the 
relative novice Jay Spearing anchoring midfield, though such inexperience did not 
show and they competed on equal terms. Laurent Koscielny headed a Van Persie 
corner on to the crossbar in the seventeenth minute, but thereafter Pepe Reina 
was untroubled until he made a smart save from the Dutch striker with four 
minutes of normal time remaining. Throughout Arsenal's travails Marouane 
Chamakh remained rooted to the bench, and the fact that their major close-
season signing has not scored in the Premier League since November has been a 
major factor in their struggles in front of goal.  
Arsenal looked to have run out of time until the uncharacteristically quiet Cesc 
Fabregas went down after being caught by Spearing's trailing leg in the eighth 
minute of added time, but that was just the start of all the fun. It is unlikely that 
Kroenke would agree with that description of what followed, although at least 
Arsenal's sloppy performance provided some indication of what is needed from 
him having made the transition from being a silent partner. Without considerable 
changes Arsenal's six-year barren spell threatens to stretch on indefinitely. 

 
Wenger fumes after Arsenal blow their title chances: Liverpool equalise 
in the 102nd minute 
Arsene Wenger has refused to give up on Arsenal winning the Premier League 
title despite their hopes of ousting Manchester United from top spot suffering a 
dramatic and seemingly devastating blow in yesterday's 1-1 draw with Liverpool. 
Wenger's team looked set for victory  
following Robin van Persie's penalty in the eighth minute of stoppage time, only 
for the visitors to equalise through a penalty of their own four minutes later. 
Arsenal are six points behind United with only six fixtures to play.  
Wenger was left enraged at the referee, Andre Marriner, for pointing to the spot 
after Emmanuel Eboue appeared to push Lucas Leiva in the 101st minute of the 
contest. He denied the full-back had fouled the Brazilian and following Dirk Kuyt's 
conversion - which proved to be the last kick of the game - confronted Marriner 
on the pitch demanding to know why he had gone over the stipulated eight 
minutes of added time, a lengthy period that largely arose from the treatment 
Jamie Carragher had to receive for a second-half head injury which necessitated 
the defender leaving the pitch on a stretcher and wearing an oxygen mask.  
Wenger also became embroiled in a heated exchange with Kenny Dalglish, the 
Liverpool manager, regarding the awarding of the second penalty. Although both 
men tried to play down the incident, Dalglish appeared to tell his counterpart to 
"piss off".  
"We conceded a penalty after 11 minutes and the extra time was only eight 
minutes, I don't know where this additional time came from," said Wenger. "The 
referee has not explained anything to me but I know it was no penalty. Lucas 
played in an intelligent way. He stopped his [Eboue] runs, Eboue wanted to go to 
the ball and he stopped him and the referee said nothing. What can you do about 
it?"  
Wenger said last week that the "title would be over" for Arsenal if they failed to 
beat Liverpool and Tottenham, whom they face at White Hart Lane on 
Wednesday. He refused to endorse that view here despite what has now proved 
to be Arsenal's  
seventh draw in 15 league games and their third draw in a row at home. "This 
looks like a defeat but we will keep giving everything until the last game of the 
season and see if it is our year. The hope is always there, to keep hope alive we 
have to win our next game."  
But that may prove difficult as Wenger admits his players will travel to White Hart 
Lane in two days' time in a state of "disappointment" and, he conceded, looking 
jaded both physically and mentally. Their performance here certainly appeared to 
be that of a team running out of vigour after a season which, at one stage, 
appeared as if it could result in a quadruple of trophies but now looks as if it will 
be the sixth in succession in which the club has failed to land any silverware.  
Arsenal created few chances against a team that was missing its captain, Steven 
Gerrard, through injury and had to substitute three more players during the 
contest due to strains - Carragher, Andy Carroll and Fabio Aurelio. Carragher, who 
accidentally clashed heads with Liverpool's teenage full-back John Flanagan, 
recovered consciousness soon after being replaced and was well enough to 
congratulate his team-mates after the final whistle while Carroll was taken off as 
a precaution after jarring his knee early on in the second half. Aurelio, however, 
has damaged his hamstring and could now miss the rest of the season.  
Playing a patched-up side Arsenal appeared to have secured all three points when 
Jay Spearing tripped Cesc Fabregas in the area and Van Persie drove in the 
resulting spot kick past Liverpool's goalkeeper Jose Reina for his 19th goal of the 
season. But Liverpool were to have the last word. "I don't think there's any other 
team that would have shown the attitude and commitment that our team 
showed today," said Dalglish. "I can't speak highly enough of the players."  
This draw keeps Liverpool in the hunt for a Europa League place but has increased 
the chances of United winning a 19th league title and, therefore, ousting the 
Merseysiders as England's most decorated domestic champions. 

  
Eboue blunder seals Arsenal's fate as also–rans 
Arsenal 1 Van Persie 90 pen  
Liverpool 1 Kuyt 90 pen Att: 60,029  
And that is why Arsenal remain beautiful bridesmaids. And that is why Arsenal, for 
all their individual elegance, for all their collective style, will not be champions of 
the Premier League. Manchester United would have seen this game out, 
protecting their lead with their lives. And that is why United are destined to lift 
the trophy. Teams must fight for the right to be called the best in the land. They 
must show grit and guile as well as all the flourishes in possession associated with 
Arsene Wenger's attractive, but psychologically brittle team. Six games remain for 
Arsenal to make up six points (and six goals) on United. They won't catch United 
playing with this paucity of killer instinct. The fat lady can begin loosening her 
larynx on the Stretford End. Arsenal's campaign did not simply fade here on a 
balmy afternoon in London. The title was lost in the dropped points from 4-0 up 
at St James' Park, the four points dropped to West Brom, the stalemates here 
with Sunderland and Blackburn Rovers. Too many mistakes have scarred the 
season, even away from the Premier League at such vaunted venues as  
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KUYT STRIKE DOES WENGER AN INJURY; Arsenal's title challenge 
wrecked by penalty leveller in 12th added minute 
Arsenal 1 Liverpool 1  
Next: Tottenham Hotspur v ARSENAL (Wednesday), LIVERPOOL v Birmingham City 
(Saturday)  
ESSENTIALLY it boiled down to 12 minutes of stoppage time. Two penalties, two 
goals, much protest and a touchline tear-up between Arsene Wenger and Kenny 
Dalglish. The first 90 minutes proved largely irrelevant, apart from a clash of 
heads which left Jamie Carragher unconscious and carried from the pitch wearing 
a neck brace and an oxygen mask. The anxious period of treatment for Carragher, 
who collided with team-mate John Flanagan, was the main reason the fourth 
official declared eight minutes should be added to the game. By the time Dirk 
Kuyt had equalised from the spot, the clock had ticked on to 102 minutes and 
Liverpool's captain was back on his feet. He had emerged from the dressing room, 
still in his kit, to watch his team-mates cavort in celebration. 'As soon as I came 
round I was fine, so I went out,' said Carragher, who seemed no more dazed and 
confused than Wenger, who was, by then, deep into one of his Basil Fawlty 
routines. The Frenchman paced down the touchline to confront Dalglish, arms 
extended wide, with a bee in his bonnet about the penalty decision, only to be 
received by a Glaswegian turn of phrase and a dismissive thumb gesture. Kuyt's 
equaliser was the very last kick of the game and Wenger strode with purpose on 
to the pitch. First he dragged Emmanuel Eboue away from referee Andre 
Marriner, then he stalked the officials angrily down the tunnel. It had been 
emotional. His title-chasing team had seemed destined for a third successive 
goalless draw at home in the Barclays Premier League. Hardly the form of 
champions. Then, out of the blue they were awarded a penalty. Cesc Fabregas, 
strangely subdued, drifted into the penalty area and Jay Spearing nibbled at his 
ankles from behind. Down went Fabregas. Penalty. This was seven minutes into 
stoppage time. Until that point, Spearing had been immaculate alongside Lucas 
Leiva in Liverpool's midfield but his instinct to tackle and win the ball simply got 
the better of him. Robin van Persie stroked the Gunners ahead from 12 yards, 
ripped off his shirt in jubilation and swallowed the booking. Suddenly, it seemed 
an unlikely title challenge may yet be possible. The eight minutes of additional 
time had already elapsed when Alex Song tripped Lucas on the edge of the 
Arsenal penalty area. Liverpool argued it was inside, but referee Marriner gave it 
an inch or two outside. Luis Suarez took the free-kick. It smashed into the 
defensive wall and up in the air. Suarez appealed for handball but Lucas chased 
the ricochet, got his body between the ball and Eboue, and needed little 
encouragement to collapse in a heap as the Ivorian bundled into him from 
behind. Penalty. Kuyt converted it coolly and Dalglish left London a happy man, 
unperturbed by the fact he had just given Manchester United a leg-up in their 
quest to eclipse Liverpool's record of 18 titles. 'In my eyes, we're still the best club 
in english football, if not world football,' said the scot. 'so i'm not sad at that.  
The surprise is that we haven't won the title for such along time.' Instead, Dalglish 
was encouraged that in four games against Chelsea, United, Manchester City and 
Arsenal, his team had dropped only two points. Added to this were the impressive 
performances of 22-year-old Spearing and his teenage full backs Jack Robinson, 
sent on early to replace hamstring victim Fabio Aurelio and Flanagan. They were 
joined by a third teenager, Jonjo Shelvey, on for Andy Carroll, who jarred his right 
knee. For once, Wenger could not rely on the excuse of inexperience. United are 
now six points clear of Arsenal with six to play. It is not an impossible gap to close, 
especially when Sir Alex Ferguson, who was at the Emirates yesterday, and his 
side visit north London on May 1. It is more that the Gunners do not look like 
champions. Laurent Koscielny thumped a header against the bar and Van Persie 
drew a fine reflex save from Pepe Reina in the second half but they did not 
threaten the goal regularly. In their previous two home games, they failed to 
score against Sunderland and Blackburn. This perhaps explains Wenger's erratic 
behaviour as the game entered its tense final phase. His mood cannot have 
improved when he returned to the dressing room to discover Stoke, a team he 
once suggested played a game akin to rugby, had romped their way through a 
Wembley semi-final. With Arsenal starved of silverware, the FA Cup final will be 
contested by two teams who embody his pet hates, direct and physical football 
and lavish spending by a sugar-daddy owner. Who knows what Stan Kroenke 
thought, looking down from the directors' box in his first game since taking 
control of the club. Kroenke was missing his first Denver Nuggets NBA playoff 
game to be at the Emirates, where it all happened in over-time against the team 
owned by the guy from Boston. Maybe he saw enough to open up funds for 
Wenger this summer.  
MATCH FACTS  
ARSENAL (4-2-3-1): Szczesny 7; Eboue 5, Djourou 7, Koscielny 7, Clichy 6; Diaby 6 
(Song 81min), Wilshere 5 (Bendtner 72, 4); Walcott 6 (Arshavin 72, 5), Fabregas 6, 
Nasri 6; Van Persie 5. subs not used: Lehmann, Squillaci, Gibbs, Chamakh. Booked: 
Van Persie, Eboue. scorer: Van Persie 90 (pen).  
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina 7; Flanagan 7, Carragher 7 (Kyrgiakos 63, 6), Skrtel 7, 
Aurelio 4 (Robinson 21, 7); Kuyt 6, Spearing 7, Lucas 7, Meireles 5; Carroll 5 
(Shelvey 70, 4), Suarez 6. subs not used: Gulacsi, Maxi, Cole, Ngog. scorer: Kuyt 90 
(pen). Booked: Flanagan, Skrtel. Shelvey. Man of the match: Lucas. referee: Andre 
Marriner 5. attendance: 60,029.  

 

Wembley and the Nou Camp. In his captain's programme notes for the Blackburn 
game, Cesc Fabregas wrote that the team must eradicate defensive errors. It all 
seemed so promising for Arsenal yesterday when Jay Spearing, making arguably 
his only mistake of a dynamic performance, clearly tripped Fabregas and Robin 
van Persie emphatically swept home the spot kick. All Arsenal needed to do was 
keep it tight, avoid rash actions. What happened? As the seconds ticked down, 
there was Emmanuel Eboue running into the back of Lucas, who was heading 
away from goal, bringing the Brazilian down, gifting Dirk Kuyt the chance to 
equalise. He did not miss. This was the day when Arsenal and Liverpool went 
Dutch on the penalties. This was the day when Arsenal's last dream of silverware 
died. This was also the day which highlighted the integrity of the Premier League 
and of Liverpool Football Club. Although aware that Arsenal were the only ones 
capable of preventing United eclipsing Liverpool's old record of 18 titles, Kenny 
Dalglish's team never gave up. In helping United towards the coveted crown, 
Liverpool actually demonstrated why they themselves are heading towards a 
brighter future; there was a unity, a resilience, a promise in Spearing, John 
Flanagan and Jack Robinson that bodes well for Liverpool. Wenger decried 
Dalglish's tactics as overly defensive but they always played with two up, first Luis 
Suarez and Andy Carroll and then Suarez and Kuyt. Liverpool deserved this point. 
They had resisted Arsenal marvellously, Lucas and Spearing shielding an 
everchanging defence tirelessly. Fabio Aurelio pulled up lame, again, so the 17-
year-old Robinson came on. Then Jamie Carragher was taken away on a stretcher, 
having collided with Flanagan. So Liverpool's back four comprised two teenagers 
and two understudy centre-halves and Arsenal could find a way through only 
once.  
Liverpool's staff, players and fans loved the denouement. Carragher emerged 
from the dressing room, bruised and barefooted, to celebrate. Dalglish hugged his 
players, particularly youngsters like Spearing. Dalglish also made sure he consoled 
Jack Wilshere and Theo Walcott. Wenger informed Dalglish that it was never a 
penalty, and received a dismissive, toxic reply which could offend Football 
Association ears. Wenger, graceless, then railed about the decision-making and 
timekeeping of Andre Marriner, who actually had a good game, getting the big 
calls right. He added on eight minutes for Carragher's injury and then more for 
Liverpool time-wasting. Wenger's point about overtime was irrelevant anyway; 
teams must keep going until the final whistle. Arsenal did not.  
Too much plumage admiring. For a manager who famously never sees anything, 
Wenger is in danger of also becoming the man who never hears anything. Calls for 
a robust centre-half have come from all quarters. Is there anybody close to 
Wenger brave enough to offer advice? Or that he would listen to? The feeling 
around the Emirates is that Wenger would ignore any wise counsel anyway. His 
team, his way. Arsenal fans deserved better. They keep turning up, enjoying the 
lovely football, but with the growing understanding that they will be let down. Yet 
even so, as the second half progressed with little urgency, the Arsenal fans could 
have done more. The life in their Premier League season was draining away, going 
the way of the Carling Cup, the Champions League and the FA Cup.  
This was it, the last hope, yet Arsenal fans were surprisingly mute. The meek may 
inherit the earth but they tend not to win the Premier League. Old Trafford would 
have been in ferment, screaming "attack, attack, attack".  
Arsenal need a clear out in the summer, the selling of the likes of Manuel 
Almunia, Tomas Rosicky, Denilson and Nicklas Bendtner, yet they were not the 
problem yesterday. They never even started. Arsenal had a talented enough team 
out, the A-listers like Van Persie, Fabregas, Samir Nasri and Wilshere, but they 
seemed tired, mentally and physically. The Carling Cup is the defeat that keeps 
repeating. Arsenal require a tweak to their mindset and judicious strengthening in 
the transfer market. At least, Wojciech Szczesny confirmed his quality. Down the 
other end, Arsenal had their chances. Abou Diaby flicked a header wide, Fabregas' 
shot was blocked by Flanagan before Laurent Koscielny beat Pepe Reina to Van 
Persie's corner but hit the bar. When Robinson arrived, Walcott sensed an 
opportunity and started running at the ingenue. But Robinson stood firm, seeing 
off Walcott, then Bendtner and eventually Andrei Arshavin. Liverpool were 
defending zealously, occasionally resorting to excessive means such as when 
Flanagan went through the back of Nasri. Even when Carragher was carried away, 
earning sympathetic applause for the Arsenal fans, Liverpool continued to defend 
stoically. And then came the penalties. Heaven knows what the watching Stan 
Kroenke made of Arsenal's faltering. The watching Ferguson will have loved it.  
Insult to injury  
The final crazy12 minutes  
96:07 Samir Nasri is brought down in the area by Jay Spearing and referee Andre 
Marriner points to the penalty spot.  
97:10 Robin van Persie is entrusted with the responsibility of taking the spot-kick 
and strokes it confidently into the bottom left-hand corner.  
98:00 Wojciech Szcezsny has to react quickly to save Dirk Kuyt's shot direct from 
the kick-off.  
98:45 Luis Suarez is brought down on the edge of the penalty area and Marriner 
awards a free-kick.  
100:46 Suarez's shot is blocked by the wall but, as the ball spins clear, Eboue 
brings down Lucas and a penalty is given.  
101:49 Kuyt fires into the top right corner of the goal from 12 yards and Arsenal's 
title hopes have all but collapsed.  
101:56 The final whistle sounds, prompting an angry exchange on the touchline 
between Arsene Wenger and Kenny Dalglish.  
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Longest day ends in acrimony as Arsenal see title hopes fade 
away 
The entire Liverpool team ran to the away section to celebrate Dirk Kuyt's penalty 
equaliser in the 12th minute of stoppage time, even though the goal effectively 
hands the Premier League title to their bitter rivals. Arsenal's longest day ended in 
huge disappointment yesterday, and in all likelihood gives Manchester United 
their 19th league crown, which would beat the record of 18 that Sir Alex 
Ferguson's side currently share with Liverpool. Ferguson had been at the game 
but in all probability had left before the final whistle which came after a 
remarkable amount of stoppage time. However, while the Arsenal manager, 
Arsne Wenger, later admitted that this draw felt like a defeat, for Ferguson it will 
have felt like a victory, and a crucial one at that. His team are now six points 
ahead of Arsenal with six games to go, including a trip to the Emirates in two 
weeks' time, and the historic title is now within their grasp.  
The players in Liverpool's black shirts did not, of course, give a thought to the 
wider significance of Kuyt's equaliser; they were simply caught up in the 
maelstrom of emotion that had enveloped the Emirates at the end of what had 
been, until stoppage time, a relatively tame encounter. Referee Andre Marriner 
awarded eight minutes of injury time, mainly resulting from the Liverpool captain 
Jamie Carragher having to be treated on the pitch for six minutes after a clash of 
heads with his team-mate John Flanagan. The match had been petering out to a 
goalless draw when, in the seventh minute of added time, Jay Spearing caught 
Cesc Fabregas to concede a penalty which Robin van Persie converted by sending 
Pepe Reina in the Liverpool goal the wrong way. The atmosphere was energised 
as Arsenal's faint title hopes had been given a rejuvenating bolt of adrenalin. 
However, it proved very short-lived. Arsenal relaxed, while Liverpool's patched-up 
side pushed themselves for one final effort, and Alex Song was pulled up for a foul 
on Lucas on the edge of the Arsenal penalty area.  
Luis Suarez struck his kick against the wall, and as Lucas and Emmanuel Ebou[c] 
chased after the rebound, the Arsenal man ran into this opponent's back and 
referee Marriner pointed to the spot. With the clock approaching the 13th minute 
of stoppage time, Kuyt fired his shot low past Wojciech Szczesny's dive to clinch a 
richly deserved point for Liverpool. Wenger was furious that so much extra time 
had been allowed, and went on to the pitch to remonstrate with the referee. He 
may have had a point as the fourth official had indicated there were eight 
minutes of extra time but in fact 12 were played.  
Wenger said: "I feel hard done by at the end because time was over. Extra time 
should have been eight minutes. And I don't think it was a penalty at all but Lucas 
played in an intelligent way, he stopped his run in front of Emmanuel Ebou[c]. But 
we have to take it, and continue to fight." Arsenal's third successive draw at home 
in the Premier League raises further doubts about the mental strength of the 
young side Wenger has assembled. Their self-inflicted collapse in the Carling Cup 
final against Birmingham City was symptomatic of the team's fragile self-belief, 
which shows little sign of improving. So it is likely to be six years without a trophy 
for them, and it will be another six unless Arsenal, and their new majority 
shareholder Stan Kroenke, manage to seize one of the opportunities when they 
come their way. Kroenke knows Arsenal's failings only too well, having been on 
the club's board for several years, but now the problems are his to solve, and the 
possibility of money being made available for new players is only more likely after 
games such as these. Liverpool lined up in two banks of four, and generally found 
it fairly easy to keep Arsenal at arm's length. That said, Arsenal were mightily 
unlucky not to be awarded a penalty in the 17th minute, when Kuyt clearly used 
his arm to block a goal-bound shot from Theo Walcott, after Laurent Koscielny 
had put a header against the Liverpool cross bar.  
For the remainder of the game, however, Arsenal managed to frustrate their 
supporters by having plenty of the ball for long periods but doing nothing with it. 
Walcott was a lively presence on the right, supported by the energetic Ebou[c], 
who went close for Arsenal just before half-time with a turn and shot that was 
blocked. Some of Arsenal's more senior players ,however, went missing. Samir 
Nasri was quiet, while Van Persie was guilty of several lapses of concentration. 
The Dutchman missed Arsenal's best chance of the 90 minutes, with five minutes 
to go. Nasri put him through on the Liverpool goal, but Van Persie struck his shot 
too close to Reina and the Liverpool goalkeeper was able to parry the effort away.  
Liverpool were on the back foot for much of the game, but could have pinched it 
long before the dramatic denouement. They squandered a couple of good 
opportunities, both of which fell to Suarez. The Uruguayan forced Sczcesny into a 
fine low save, and then in the dying moments he fired into the side netting from a 
tight angle. Considering they had a couple of teenagers in the side, lost Carragher 
in the second half, and were without Fabio Aurelio when the Brazilian pulled up 
with a muscle injury midway through the first half, this was a deserved point for 
Liverpool.  

 

 
TOO MANY SECONDS ARSENE? 
LET'S take a quick look at the Liverpool team Arsenal couldn't beat.  
They had their captain Jamie Carragher carried off on a stretcher, knocked sparko 
and wearing an oxygen mask.  
Jack Robinson, the kid who played most of the match at left-back, will still be 
eligible for the youth team next season. John Flanagan, the teenager playing right-
back, was making only his second start.  
"He's the experienced one," Liverpool boss Kenny Dalglish deadpanned 
afterwards.  
Centre-forward Andy Carroll injured his knee, limped around for much of the 
second half and had to be replaced.  
And Jay Spearing, the raw midfielder standing in for Steven Gerrard, gave away a 
penalty in the eighth minute of injury time. Which Arsenal scored.  
The hand was dealt so heavily in Arsenal's favour it would have made a card sharp 
blush and yet they still couldn't cash in their chips.  
They knew they could not afford another slip in their increasingly forlorn pursuit 
of Manchester United and yet unerringly they fell flat on their faces.  
Arsenal skipper Cesc Fabregas even seemed to anticipate what was coming. He 
walked to the centre circle after Robin van Persie buried that late penalty and 
fixed his defenders with a stare.  
He tapped both temples with his fingers again and again. "Concentrate", he was 
telling them, because he knew how good they were at throwing a lead away.  
Did they take notice? What do you think? A couple of minutes later, when a free-
kick was half cleared, Emmanuel Eboue barged into Lucas Leiva as they chased a 
ball heading towards the corner flag.  
Referee Andre Marriner awarded another penalty, Dirk Kuyt smashed it past 
Wojciech Szczesny and there wasn't even time for the game to restart.  
Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger could not disguise his pain. He refused to shake 
Lucas's hand and then he remonstrated with Dalglish, which is always a bad idea. 
Dalglish brushed his protests aside.  
And when Wenger harangued Marriner as he walked off, Dalglish made a point of 
shaking each of the officials warmly by the hand. Dalglish thrives on moments like 
that.  
Even in this season which has been notable for its twists and turns, it is hard to 
see Arsenal recovering. They are six points behind United with six games to play.  
They also seem to be slowing down. Both Fabregas and Jack Wilshere, their two 
best players this season, looked tired and shorn of inspiration.  
Arsenal's zip was missing.  
Van Persie was poor, too, and missed two late chances, first when he fluffed an 
attempt to lob Pepe Reina, then when he was freed by a Samir Nasri flick but 
allowed the Liverpool keeper to block his shot. They had other chances, notably 
when Laurent Koscielny thumped a header off the crossbar but they did not give 
Liverpool nearly enough awkward moments.  
The Emirates howled its frustration.  
Expectations have been high, perhaps because United have looked so vulnerable 
for so long. Arsenal needed to put pressure on them by winning yesterday.  
Stan Kroenke, the club's new owner, was in the crowd. He dashed to the airport 
after the game to fly to the States to watch his NBA team, the Denver Nuggets 
play their first round play off against the Oklahoma City Thunder.  
Not that he needed to leave the Emirates' directors' box to hear the sound of 
distant thunder.  
That was United galloping towards a 19th title and Arsenal mourning another one 
that got away.  
ARSENAL: Szczesny 6, Eboue 5, Djourou 6, Koscielny 6, Clichy 6, Diaby 6 (Song 81), 
Wilshere 5 (Bendtner 72, 6), Walcott 6 (Arshavin 72, 5), Fabregas 6, Nasri 7, van 
Persie 5  
LIVERPOOL: Reina 6, Flanagan 7, Carragher 6 (Kyrgiakos 62, 6), Skrtel 7, Aurelio 5 
(Robinson 21, 7), Lucas 7, Spearing 8, Kuyt 7, Meireles 6, Suarez 6, Carroll 5 
(Shelvey, 70, 6).  
REF: Andre Marriner ATT: 60,029  
THE NAUGHTY PROFESSOR..  
Kop boss Kenny Dalglish is the latest in a line of managers who have clashed on 
the touchline with Arsene Wenger:  
APR 2006: Wenger v Jol Spurs boss Martin Jol and Wenger had a blazing nose-to-
nose row after Robbie Keane scored for Tottenham as Emmanuel Eboue lay 
injured.  
NOV 2006: Wenger v Pardew The Gunners boss went head to head with then-
West Ham manager Alan Pardew after the Hammers' late winner at Upton Park - 
and later copped a pounds 10,000 fine.  
DEC 2008: Wenger v O'Neill Aston Villa boss Martin O'Neill was given the rough 
edge of Wenger's tongue following a late spot-kick awarded to the home side at 
Villa Park.  
DEC 2009: Wenger v Hughes The Arsenal boss accused then Manchester City chief 
Mark Hughes of invading his technical area and refused to shake hands after the 
3-0 Carling Cup defeat at Eastlands.  
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Late, late show saves a hard-earned point for Reds 

FROM the depths of despair to the dizzy heights of ecstasy. Even for a club famed 
for its comebacks this was some achievement. 
When Robin Van Persie fired Arsenal in front from the penalty spot eight minutes 
into stoppage time at the Emirates Stadium Liverpool were on their knees. 
Having produced a Herculean effort in the face of adversity to keep the Gunners 
at bay, leaving with nothing would have been a bitter pill to swallow. 
Earlier in the season the Reds would have accepted their fate and gone quietly. 
Not any more. Not under Kenny Dalglish. 
The steely backbone and never-say-die spirit he has instilled in his players shone 
through as somehow they rescued a seemingly lost cause. 
They got a helping hand from the hapless Emmanuel Eboue as he senselessly 
shoved Lucas Leiva over in the box but the rest was down to Dutch courage. 
Dirk Kuyt is the man for the big occasion and once again he underlined why 
Liverpool were so keen to tie him down to a new contract. 
Kuyt’s ice cool spot-kick in the 102nd minute maintained his 100% record from 
the penalty spot – it was the eighth time he has converted for the Reds from 12 
yards. 
His 12th goal of an increasingly profitable season with the last kick of the match 
sparked scenes of jubilation in the away end. 
As the players raced to celebrate with their supporters – with Pepe Reina 
sprinting 100 yards to join in the party and shirts being thrown for mementoes – it 
underlined the club’s new found sense of unity and togetherness. 
With everyone pulling in the same direction Liverpool are a serious force to be 
reckoned with. 
And as Dalglish’s men finally headed for the dressing room, there was Jamie 
Carragher standing bare footed on the touchline and waiting to embrace his 
team-mates. 
Carragher had made his own incredible personal fightback after being knocked 
unconscious following a sickening clash of heads with John Flanagan just before 
the hour mark. 
The sight of him being taken off on a stretcher in a neck brace and being given 
oxygen had rocked Liverpool. The concern of his team-mates who had rushed to 
his aid amid fears he had swallowed his tongue was clear. 
But Carragher is one of a kind. The man is made of granite and after coming round 
in the dressing room typically he wondered what all the fuss was about. 
Nothing will deny one of the greatest servants in the club’s history from moving 
into second place in Liverpool’s all-time appearance list next month. 
The centre-back has been putting his body on the line for the Reds for the last 14 
years and he continues to inspire those around him. 
When Carragher went off and Sotirios Kyrgiakos came on Liverpool were facing an 
increasingly uphill battle. 
Having already lost Fabio Aurelio to injury and with Andy Carroll hobbling after 
twisting his knee and then being replaced by Jonjo Shelvey, Dalglish’s limited 
resources were being stretched to the limit. 
But in Carragher’s absence the depleted Reds rolled up their sleeves and 
produced a performance packed full of guts and commitment. 
Aurelio’s brittle body letting him down once again midway through the first half 
had led to Dalglish calling on Jack Robinson. 
The 17-year-old left-back is the youngest player in the club’s history after his brief 
run out at Hull on the final day of last season. 
But this was a very different proposition with Theo Walcott charging at him. 
Just like Flanagan had done against Manchester City six days earlier, Robinson 
grabbed his chance to shine with both hands. 
It was a display of great composure and maturity as he nullified the threat of the 
England international. 
On the other flank Flanagan simply carried on where he left off against City with 
Samir Nasri barely getting a kick. Being involved in the incident which left 
Carragher sparked out would have shaken many 18-year-olds but he simply 
knuckled down and got on with the job. 
Dalglish’s faith in the two exciting Academy starlets is being richly rewarded. 
Another Kirkby graduate is also blossoming. Jay Spearing was outstanding 
alongside the once again impressive Lucas. 
The clumsy tackle on Cesc Fabregas for the penalty shouldn’t detract from the 
quality of Spearing’s performance. 
He must have covered every blade of grass, never giving Arsenal’s much vaunted 
midfield time to pick a pass. Like a terrier, he was in their faces, hustling and 
harrying them into making mistakes. 
For 45 minutes Liverpool were restricted to merely containment. Arsene 
Wenger’s side were on the front front with Reina spilling Walcott’s shot before 
Laurent Koscielny’s header cannoned back off the bar. But for all their eye-
catching approach play, Arsenal rarely threatened to hurt Liverpool who defended 
stoutly. 

 

As Arsenal’s desperation grew in the second half, gaps were left for the visitors to 
exploit on the counter attack. 
However, Luis Saurez couldn’t punish them either side of Reina’s stunning reflex 
stop to deny Van Persie. 
That save underlined Reina’s importance to the Reds against one of the clubs 
desperate to prise him away from Anfield, but it looked like it would count for 
nothing when Spearing’s trip gifted Arsenal a penalty. 
Somehow Liverpool picked themselves up off the canvas to deliver the final telling 
blow through Kuyt. 
In the cold light of day the Reds still haven’t ever won at the Emirates and are 
increasingly unlikely to catch Tottenham in the race for fifth place. And in severely 
denting Arsenal’s championship hopes they went a long way to ensuring 
Manchester United will claim a record 19th title. 
But none of that mattered yesterday. This was a result to celebrate and a day 
which will live long in the memory. 
Dalglish’s Liverpool are on the march and next season can’t come quickly enough. 
“I don't think there's another team anywhere that would show the attitude and 
commitment we showed out there today. Everybody will be sat there proud at 
having seen their team produce a performance like that with the attitude and 
commitment,” Liverpool boss KENNY DALGLISH reflects on his side’s team spirit. 
“It was a game where Liverpool defended a lot. I feel hard done by in the end 
because the time was over by three minutes,” Arsenal boss ARSENE WENGER 
bemoans not playing to the final whistle. 
ARSENAL (4-2-3-1): Szczesny, Eboue, Koscielny, Djourou, Clichy, Walcott (Arshavin 
73), Diaby (Song 81), Wilshere (Bendtner 73), Nasri, Fabregas, Van Persie. Subs 
not used: Lehmann, Squillaci, Gibbs, Chamakh. 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): Reina, Flanagan, Carragher (Kyrgiakos 63), Skrtel, Aurelio 
(Robinson 22), Kuyt, Spearing, Lucas, Meireles, Suarez, Carroll (Shelvey 71). Subs 
not used: Gulacsi, Cole, Ngog, Rodriguez. 
GOALS: Van Persie (90+8), Kuyt (90+12). 
CARDS: Arsenal: Van Persie, Eboue. Liverpool: Flanagan, Skrtel, Shelvey., Lucas. 
REFEREE: Referee: Andre Marriner 
ATTENDANCE: 60,029. 
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