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Dalglish settles for mundane above romance before potential Anfield 
love-in 
Sparta Prague 0 Liverpool 0 For once, the reality of a landmark event involving 
Kenny Dalglish was outstripped by the expectation preceding it. A wait of almost 
two decades to manage Liverpool in Europe may have come to an end but the 
occasion did not live up to its billing. An encounter short on incident and intrigue 
may not have been in keeping with the storybook scripts that have been a feature 
of Dalglish's career, but he knows better than most that results, not romance, 
matter most and a goalless draw on continental soil is rarely anything other than 
a positive outcome - even when it comes in circumstances as tedious as these.  
A combination of pragmatism and a determination not to allow undue hype to 
interfere with a promising but as yet fledgeling career ensured that Raheem 
Sterling was left out by Dalglish. The 16-year-old made the trip to the Czech 
capital as part of the continuing familiarisation of Liverpool's most promising 
youngsters with the firstteam set-up, but at such a delicate stage in his 
development, it was deemed appropriate to restrict his role to that of spectator.  
From his vantage point in the visiting team's dugout, the teenage prodigy 
continued his football education by taking in his first Liverpool match in Europe. If 
Sterling is as quick a learner as he is a runner, it will not have taken him long to 
realise that the standard of the Europa League is not particularly intimidating. 
Sparta Prague, who conceded the most goals of all the qualifiers for the last 32 of 
the competition, are a pale imitation of previous incarnations of the Czech 
Republic's most successful club side. The same, of course, can be said of Liverpool, 
whose very presence in the competition is the most telling indication of the scale 
of the rebuilding job that Dalglish will have to undertake should he be awarded 
the manager's job on a permanent basis. That extensive project is already under 
way, with Andy Carroll and Luis Suarez having been been recruited recently, but 
with neither forward available for this tie because of injury and ineligibility 
respectively, the only attacking option was to field David Ngog in a lone striker's 
role in which he has rarely flourished.  
Ngog's main weakness is a consistent inability to hold the ball up, one of the main 
contributory factors behind Liverpool's struggle to retain possession in the final 
third during a first half in which they failed to trouble Jaromir Blazek, the Sparta 
Prague goalkeeper. The home team were only marginally more effective, Pepe 
Reina being called into meaningful action only once, when he had to make a 
routine stop to deny the overlapping Manuel Pamic, who had eluded Glen 
Johnson. Considering that the 1,500 Liverpool supporters who had made the trip 
to the Czech capital had been charged up to [pounds sterling]145 for a match 
ticket, the standard of entertainment must have left them feeling even more 
short-changed than they did already. Liverpool have made representations to 
Uefa about the inflated prices.  
This may have been Dalglish's managerial debut for Liverpool in Europe but the 
Scot hardly wants for experience and the lessons of the past continue to serve 
him well in his second stint at the helm. On this occasion he took his lead from the 
teachings of Bob Paisley, who repeatedly used to remind Dalglish and his team-
mates of the importance of quietening down the home crowd on visits to 
potentially testing continental locations.  
Containment and control are the key facets to this timeless strategy and it was 
one that Liverpool followed once again at the Generali Arena, must to the chagrin 
of the locals who had braved sub-zero temperatures in the hope of witnessing an 
encounter that would compensate for their coldness. But with Sparta having not 
played a competitive match since December 15, the recent inactivity of their team 
and Dalglish's restrictive tactical approach ensured that events on the pitch rose 
above the mundane only in the later stages when Liverpool unsuccessfully went in 
search of the killer blow.  
For all the messianic adoration he receives, Dalglish has always been an arch 
pragmatist, as a player and a manager, and the strong likelihood is that a clean 
sheet in the first leg was his main priority, regardless of the weight of expectation 
that his personal landmark inevitably induced.  
That Liverpool achieved their goal without being stretched is an indication of their 
manager's ability to confound his doubters by continuing to adapt and their 
opponents' obvious shortcomings.  
Next week, Dalglish will enjoy another first when he makes his European 
managerial debut at Anfield almost 20 years to the day after he quit the club. If 
anything, the sense of expectation surrounding that occasion will be even greater, 
but only if the standard of football rises in equal measure will the occasion be one 
to remember, unlike his eminently forgettable opening foray.  
Sparta Prague (4-1-3-2): J Blazek - O Kusnir, T Repka, E Brabec, M Pamic - K Vacek 
- A Keric (sub: L Sionko, 73min), M Matejovsky (sub: T Pekhart, 90), V Kadlec (sub: 
M Zeman, 89) - A Biholong, L Kweuke. Substitutes not used: D Zitka, J Podany, A 
Bondoa, L Husek. Booked: Repka.  
Liverpool (4-3-2-1): J M Reina - G Johnson, J Carragher, S Kyrgiakos, D Wilson - 
Lucas Leiva, R Meireles, F Aurelio (sub: J Cole, 37) - D Kuyt, M Rodriguez - D Ngog 
(sub: M Skrtel, 83).  
Substitutes not used: P Gulacsi, D Pacheco, M Jovanovic, M Kelly, C Coady. 
Booked: Ngog, Cole. Referee: F Meyer (Germany). 

 
Dalglish goes for safety first in Europe 
Only another Istanbul could have made a 9,394-day wait for Kenny Dalglish's first 
European game as Liverpool manager worthwhile but this failed to meet even the 
lowest expectation. Satisfaction in a non-event at Sparta Prague lay only in the 
clean sheet the visitors evidently craved.  
The route to Dalglish's three European Cup triumphs as a Liverpool player was 
paved with many an away performance when protection was the priority and no 
apologies were made for stifling  
opponents on home soil. Here was another. Liverpool finished the night with four 
central defenders on the pitch and, with the Czech champions unable to 
penetrate, they hold the edge in the contest to face Lech Poznan or Braga in the 
last 16 next month.  
"It was difficult game for us," Dalglish admitted. "We'd rather have been more 
offensive than we were but circumstances dictated the way we played because of 
the players we had available. Nil-nil is not the worst result. It's not the best result 
we could have got but it's not the worst. Next week we anticipate it being a 
different game." Fingers crossed for that.  
This was painful fare for any spectator but spare a thought for those Liverpool 
supporters fleeced by Sparta for up to pounds 145 for a ticket. Liverpool have 
registered an official complaint with Uefa over the extortionate pricing - they 
have not had the courtesy of a response - and the only value on the ticket came in 
sharing Dalglish's European bow.  
This was only the Scot's 13th match in charge of an English club in Europe, his 
Liverpool record blank until this game as a result of the ban that followed the 
Heysel Stadium disaster in 1985, and it will linger for that reason only.  
Dalglish said: "It was special, but every time you get into the dugout for this club 
is special, and it should be. This is a club with fantastic tradition, history and pride. 
To have the first opportunity to manage a club in Europe that I had managed and 
played with is fantastic and something I will look back at with fond memories."  
Liverpool were cautious from the start and any attempts to stretch the home 
defence were undermined by careless distribution. There was no place in history 
for Raheem Sterling, the 16-year-old schoolboy who would have become the 
youngest player to appear for Liverpool had he taken part, as Dalglish found room 
only for 17-year-old Conor Coady on the bench from the quartet he had brought 
from the youth team.  
Sparta had not played a competitive game since 15 December and, though 
unbeaten in nine fixtures before the winter break, had lost their leading 
goalscorer, Wilfried Bony, to Vitesse Arnhem during the recess. A defence 
marshalled by the 37-year-old former West Ham United man Tomas Repka should 
also have been a matter of concern for Sparta given they conceded more goals 
than any other team who qualified from the group stage. Liverpool, however, 
took 29 minutes to produce their first shot on target, a tame effort that bobbled 
wide from Fabio Aurelio and rarely tested their hosts' freshness or resilience.  
Jose Reina was the busier goalkeeper and almost presented Manuel Pamic with 
the breakthrough when he punched a deep cross from Ondrej Kusnir straight to 
the Croatian left-back, who sliced over. Pamic did force Reina into a low save from 
the angle but the best chance of the half fell to the former Reading midfielder 
Marek Matejovsky, whose goalbound drive following a run by Kusnir was kept out 
by the chest of Sotirios Kyrgiakos.  
Joe Cole was given a first appearance under Dalglish as a replacement for Aurelio, 
who strained an adductor muscle, and the decision then to drop Raul Meireles 
alongside Lucas Leiva in central midfield, while deploying Cole off Ngog, improved 
the Liverpool performance without troubling Sparta greatly, although Johnson 
went close. "We have got to be patient with Joe," said Dalglish, who has been 
without the England international due to a knee problem. "Joe is a valuable asset 
to us but he won't pick his form up immediately and we don't expect that. If he 
does it would be a bonus."  
Sparta's Cameroon centre-forward, Leony Kweuke, forced a low save from Reina 
when he spun on a corner, and Matejovsky and Vacek went close from distance, 
but the contest continued its aimless drift out of the memory banks. The German 
referee called a halt to proceedings when a flare thrown from behind Reina's goal 
flooded the pitch with smoke. It would have been kinder to all concerned to let 
play continue behind the cloud.  
Sparta Prague 4-1-4-1  
Blazek; Kusnir, Brabec,  
Repka *, Pamic; Vacek; Keric (Sionko, 73), Biholong, Matejovsky (Pekhart, 90), 
Kadlec (Zeman, 89); Kweuke.  
Subs not used  
Zitka, Podany, Bondoa, Husek.  
Liverpool 4-2-3-1  
Reina; Johnson, Kyrgiakos, Carragher, Wilson; Lucas, Aurelio (Cole, 38); Kuyt, 
Meireles, Rodriguez; Ngog * (Skrtel, 84)  
Subs not used  
Gulacsi, Pacheco, Jovanovic, Kelly, Coady.  
Referee F Meyer (Ger).  
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KENNY KEPT IN CZECH; It's Europe but not as Kop icon knew it 
Sparta Prague 0 Liverpool 0  
AWAIT of 9,394 days came to an end in Prague last night but there was no 
fairytale story attached to Kenny Dalglish's first European game as Liverpool 
manager. While it was expected Dalglish would make up for being deprived the 
chance to lead his all-conquering team of the mid-1980s with a comfortable win 
in the Czech Republic, the reality proved somewhat different.  
With the fall-back of a second leg at Anfield next Thursday, Liverpool remain 
favourites to progress into the Europa League's last 16 but there is no disputing 
they will have to buck up their ideas to get past Sparta Prague.  
Out of sorts for much of a humdrum contest, Dalglish's men failed to carry their 
impressive recent Barclays Premier League into a competition they are bidding to 
win for a record fourth time and never threatened to score a crucial away goal.  
Still, another clean sheet will have given the caretaker manager a sense of 
satisfaction and he will not have lost too much sleep. With skipper Steven Gerrard 
set to return from injury for the home leg, Liverpool should ultimately have too 
much class for Sparta.  
The presence of teenage prodigy Raheem Sterling in the party had created a buzz 
of anticipation that a club record might be in jeopardy but, with this being 
Liverpool's last opportunity to win silverware, Dalglish took no chances.  
There was no place in the 18-man squad for the 16-year-old -- the main idea 
behind his inclusion in the travelling group was to give him experience -- and the 
make-up of Dalglish's starting line-up reaffirmed the notion he wanted to see a 
professional job done.  
Having waited so long to lead Liverpool in Europe, Dalglish was not about to 
fritter away the second chance he had been afforded. It was no surprise, then, to 
see a back four marshalled by Jamie Carragher with the two Brazilians, Lucas and 
Fabio Aurelio, acting as sentries in front of the defence. Pragmatism was firmly in 
Dalglish's mind but the fact Liverpool were so cagey in the opening exchanges 
invited their hosts -- who had not played a competitive game for two-and-a-half 
months -- to prod and probe and it led to some uncomfortable moments.  
Sparta moved the ball with purpose and had little trouble in finding space behind 
Glen Johnson who, with England Under 21 defender Martin Kelly being rested, 
had reverted to his natural position of right back after an encouraging spell on the 
opposite flank.  
Though it would be stretching things to say Liverpool clung on to parity in the first 
half, they were caused problems, most notably by the adventurous left back 
Manuel Pamic. One speedy break after 18 minutes required Pepe Reina to be 
alert and beat out a fierce shot from Pamic -- and that was the trigger for a spell 
of sustained pressure from a Sparta side intent on taking advantage of any 
defensive uncertainty.  
With Liverpool offering nothing as an attacking force, Sparta would have forced 
their way in front on 36 minutes but Marek Matejovsky -- formerly of Reading -- 
was denied a goal by a desperate challenge from Sotirios Kyrgiakos.  
After so much positivity following a four-game winning spree that culminated 
with a thrilling win at Stamford Bridge, the first 45 minutes provided a reminder 
that more is required than just Dalglish's return to the technical area to restore 
former glories. For starters, without the cup-tied Luis Suarez and the injured Andy 
Carroll, Liverpool had no bite up front.  
David Ngog might have scored plenty of goals against FK Rabotnicki and 
Trabzonspor in the preliminary rounds but he struggled to land a blow.  
The closest Liverpool came to scoring before the break was when Dirk Kuyt 
narrowly failed to turn in an Ngog knockdown and not even the introduction of 
Joe Cole for the injured Aurelio on 37 minutes suggested Dalglish would see his 
side develop a cutting edge.  
This was Cole's first taste of life under Dalglish and, in a move that would have 
pleased the one-time England international, he was given the chance to play in 
the 'hole', floating in behind Ngog and darting ahead of Raul Meireles. It was 
unfair, however, to expect miracles from Cole straightaway.  
He has endured too many interruptions to his Liverpool career so far and his first 
thoughts here would have been to try to find some rhythm.  
There were a couple of neat touches and his willingness to act as an outlet was 
admirable but he did not receive any passes in areas where he could do real 
damage, as Sparta defended stoically.  
Liverpool certainly improved after the break but, for all the possession they 
enjoyed, Sparta keeper Jaromir Blazek remained untroubled, his only moment of 
anxiety coming when Johnson's centre fizzed across the face of his goal. It was 
indicative of the night.  
MATCH FACTS  
SPARTA PRAGUE (4-4-1-1): Blazek 6; Kusnir 6, Repka 7, Brabec 6, Pamic 7; Keric 6 
(Sionko 73min, 5), Vacek 6, Matejovsky 7 (Pekhart 90), Kadlec 6 (Zeman 89); 
Abena Biholong 7; Kweuke 6. Subs not used: Zitka, Podany, Bondoa, Husek. 
Booked: Repka.  
LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Reina 7; Johnson 6, Kyrgiakos 6, Carragher 7, Wilson 6; 
Aurelio 5 (Cole 38, 6), Lucas 7; Kuyt 6, Meireles 6, Rodriguez 6; Ngog 5 (Skrtel 83). 
Subs not used: Gulacsi, Pacheco, Jovanovic, Kelly, Coady. Booked: Ngog, Cole.  
Man of the match: Pepe Reina. Referee: Florian Meyer (Germany) 6. 

 
  

Dalglish draws strength in game of cat and mouse 
Sparta Prague 0  
Liverpool 0  
Att: 17,564  
For 9,394 days, Kenny Dalglish has waited for the moment when he was able to 
lead Liverpool in Europe. His debut, when it finally came, will not take nearly that 
long to forget. After 90 minutes of function rather than fantasy, the Scot would be 
forgiven for wondering whether perhaps pleasures are greatest in anticipation.  
The Liverpool manager will console himself, of course, that while a goalless draw 
with Sparta Prague will hardly endure in the memory, the result improved his 
team's chances of enduring in the Europa League by no small margin. They may 
not have been electric, but on nights such as these, being effective is of 
paramount importance.  
This was a performance of control, rather than power, from Liverpool. The 10-
week hibernation afforded to teams in Eastern Europe ensured Sparta began with 
boundless energy, the Czech side clearly straining at the leash for competitive 
action.  
It was the hallmark of those sides Dalglish graced as a player that, when 
presented with hostile territory far from home, the first priority was always to 
stifle the hosts' enthusiasm. It is a dogma that has evidently not left him.  
Each time Sparta surrendered the ball, Liverpool appeared in no rush to charge 
into their opponents' half. Raul Meireles, Lucas and, prior to his premature 
removal, Fabio Aurelio, were more interested in retaining possession than posing 
problems.  
The Czech champions, though, were in no mood to allow their illustrious guests a 
straightforward evening. Glen Johnson, restored to the right-back role he fills for 
England after a stretch on the left, found himself tormented by the intelligent 
interchanges of Vaclav Kadlec and the impressive Manuel Pamic. It was the latter 
who drew the first save from Pepe Reina, bursting into the box and fizzing an 
effort across the face of goal, though it was a more familiar face who spurned the 
best chance of the opening period.  
Marek Matejovsky scored a thunderbolt at Anfield during his spell with Reading in 
2007; only the falling form of Sotirios Kyrgiakos - a considerable obstacle - 
prevented the Czech international turning a one-off into a hex after Ondrej Kusnir 
slalomed into the penalty area, as much by accident as by design. Dalglish's side, 
by contrast, offered little; it took Aurelio 29 minutes to produce Liverpool's first 
shot on goal, a volley which bounced harmlessly and substantially wide.  
Tomas Repka, a veteran while with West Ham almost a decade ago, now 
presumably playing thanks to the grant of a preservation order, marshalled David 
Ngog with ease. The Frenchman's frustration bubbled over just before the interval 
after the sort of sly exchange Repka has long made his speciality.  
Both were booked for their trouble after a spat over whether the ball had run for 
a corner or a goal kick. It was the longest Liverpool had spent in Sparta's penalty 
area.  
There was little for those travelling fans crammed into a corner of this bijou 
stadium to cheer. That some had been charged [pounds sterling]154 for a ticket - 
the subject of a complaint from Liverpool to Uefa which European football's 
governing body has, unsurprisingly, not yet responded to - will hardly have 
improved their mood. This may have been a little piece of history. That did not 
mean it would be interesting.  
Their hope had been, of course, that they would be able at least to bear witness 
to another landmark moment in Anfield's annals, the appearance of Raheem 
Sterling, the winger who would have become the club's youngest ever player had 
he featured here. He was on the plane, thanks to his half-term break, but not in 
the squad. Even Conor Coady, the one jewel in Liverpool's youthteam crown who 
did make the bench, did not appear. This was not the sort of game for misty-eyed 
sentimentality.  
Though they tired, Sparta were much too dangerous for that. Leonard Kweuke, 
the hosts' rangy striker, headed wide just after the break, a timely reminder of the 
peril Liverpool would face should their focus drop; after a short delay to allow the 
smoke from a flare to clear, the cordite still in the air, the Cameroonian clipped an 
effort straight at Reina.  
Matejovsky was not finished, either, sending a 25-yard mortar whistling past the 
post, his feat matched just as menacingly by Kamil Vacek as Dalglish began to bite 
his fingernails. This debut would not be ruined. Dalglish apart, it will not be 
remembered, either. 
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Tepid display spoils Dalglish's European debut with Liverpool 
AS COMEBACKS go, it was more Michael Schumacher squeezing himself into the 
cockpit of a Ferrari once more rather than Muhammad Ali striding through 
Madison Square Garden to take on Joe Frazier punch for punch. Nevertheless, 
Kenny Dalglish's return to European football after an absence of 14 years was 
satisfactory enough, if only in terms of the result. Memorable it was not.  
Goalless draws away from home can be dangerous things but Liverpool would 
back themselves to win the second leg at Anfield to reach the stage of the Europa 
League when the finish line can finally be seen on the horizon.  
If Roy Hodgson succeeded in anything during his brief time on Merseyside it was 
in this competition - even providing an authentic great European night in the 
sweeping away of Napoli. Qualification from the group stages was achieved with a 
series of draws away from home and this was as tedious as anything Hodgson 
oversaw. Only one of the four members of Liverpool's FA Youth Cup side that 
Dalglish took to Prague made the cut and the lesson Conor Coady would have 
learned was how to keep warm on the bench.  
For Sparta Prague to have come through the tie, you assumed they would have to 
win their home leg and although Leony Kweuke threatened with a powerful 
header and a shot on the turn that came towards Pepe Reina through the acrid 
smoke of flares, they did not force a breakthrough their efforts probably 
deserved. However, they came no closer than a fierce drive from Kamil Vacek that 
slammed against an advertising hoarding a yard wide of Reina's goal. It was not 
nearly enough.  
Liverpool barely threw a punch and for the last seven minutes they operated 
without a striker but they would have settled for a stalemate. Dalglish would back 
himself at Anfield; he always does.  
During Liverpool's long European exile, the years in which Dalglish steered them 
to three championships, the questions were always, how would they have fared 
against the great Milan sides spearheaded by Marco van Basten or the Barcelona 
"Dream Team" fashioned by Johan Cruyff? Now, very belatedly and very 
unexpectedly, Dalglish has been given the opportunity to take his beloved club on 
to the European stage but the nature of the question has changed. Could 
Liverpool overcome Sparta Prague in the round of 32 of the Europa League?  
It should, in theory have been straightforward. Their domestic form has improved 
dramatically under Dalglish while Sparta Prague had not played a competitive 
game of football since drawing here with CSKA Moscow two months ago. The last 
time they had scored a goal against English opposition in the tight, symmetrical 
confines of the Letna Stadium had been in December 1983 when Watford had 
been routed on a frozen pitch.  
Last night, Graham Taylor, who managed Watford that night, watched from the 
television gantry while Jozef Chovanec, who had scored the opening goal, had a 
closer view, from the manager's seat in the dugout.  
Neither man had much to watch. With their breath visible in the frozen night air 
and playing on a scuffed pitch, neither side seemed able to rouse themselves, 
although Sparta were both more dangerous and more inventive. Returning from a 
winter break had hardly hindered Shakhtar Donetsk when scoring three times 
against Roma in the Olympic Stadium on Wednesday night but last night the only 
saves either goalkeeper were required to make in a moribund first half were by 
Reina.  
Too often Liverpool's movement became clogged up in central midfield with Joe 
Cole, who hitherto had been cast into the shadows by Dalglish, appearing as early 
as the 36th minute. Tomas Repka, now 37 and five years away from his West Ham 
days was prepared to mix it with any Liverpool player who broke though and his 
status in the Letna is such that when he made his first routine clearance from a 
Raul Meireles corner, they lit a flare in his honour behind the banners marked 
"Ultras Sparta". It said something about the quality of what was to follow.  
Sparta Prague (4-1-3-1-1): Blazek; Kusnir, Repka, Brabec, Pamic; Vacek; Keric 
(Sionko, 73), Matejovsky, Kadlec (Zeman, 89); Biholong; Kweuke. Substitutes not 
used Zitka (gk), Podany, Bondoa, Husek, Pekhart.  
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Reina; Johnson, Carragher, Kyrgiakos, Wilson; Lucas Leiva, 
Aurelio (Cole, 36); Kuyt, Meireles, Rodriguez; Ngog (Skrtel, 84). Substitutes not 
used Gulacsi (gk), Pacheco, Jovanovic, Kelly, Coady.  
Referee F Meyer (Germany). 

 

 
BLANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
THE smile on Kenny Dalglish's face said how good it was to be back, but as games 
go, this contest wasn't worth a 26-year wait for the Liverpool manager.  
King Kenny had admitted before kick-off that he had dreamed about the second 
chance of leading his club into Europe as manager, after being denied the 
privilege by the Heysel disaster. It was an honour, he said, but it turned out to be 
not exactly a joy, because game was ultimately something of a non-event.  
Both sides were cagey in the extreme, which suited Liverpool of course, given 
they have the home leg to come and the backing of the Kop with which to 
intimidate their timid opponents.  
But it meant it was hardly a spectacle, with the visiting English side reduced to 
barely a chance until the dying moments, when Glen Johnson cut inside well, and 
shot just wide.  
On a cold Prague evening, it was perhaps no surprise that the match lived up to 
the general standard of the Europa League this season, and really, this 
competition must be re-examined, because it is too bloated, and too stilted.  
The only real excitement came when the home fans set off a flare of such smoky 
intensity it caused the game to be delayed.  
It is a pity that it couldn't have been used earlier to disguise the poor quality both 
teams served up. But it suited Dalglish, because the fact is a European game away 
from home in which little happens is always a reasonable result.  
The thing that Dalglish has done so well since returning for his second stint as 
Reds boss, is to keep things simple, both in his selections, and what he asks those 
selected to do.  
Unlike previous managers, he has the confidence not to overcomplicate things, 
because his Liverpool experience is based on doing the simple things extremely 
well.  
That is why Raheem Sterling - who travelled with the squad - was never going to 
be involved in this match.  
An appearance from the 16-year-old would have made him the Reds' youngest-
ever debutant, and that would have been a sideshow to overtake the main event 
for no obvious gain.  
The talented teenager has been given a taste of the big time with his inclusion, 
but not burdened with the extra pressure an appearance would bring to his still 
fledging career, which is the Liverpool way of doing things.  
His time will come though, because he is a player of special promise.  
The only youngster in the matchday squad was Conor Coady, the captain of the 
youth team who is a couple of years older, and has experience leading England at 
the Under-17 European Championships.  
Mind you, Liverpool looked as though they could do with Sterling, who scored five 
goals for the youth team on Monday, as they approached this tie in typical risk-
free fashion.  
During their European glory years, the Reds were always conservative away from 
home, and nothing has changed.  
Their rock-solid defending wasn't pretty to watch, but it was extremely effective 
in cooling the passion of the home crowd, and the initial sting of Sparta, who 
came into the match on the back of their winter break.  
It may have taken King Kenny 26 years to finally lead Liverpool into Europe as 
manager, but his acute football brain has not diminished any in that time.  
He knew the Czech side would be lively early on, but also that they would 
probably tire as a lack of recent competition took its toll.  
Sparta looked neat enough, but rarely threatened.  
Pepe Reina did well to palm away a cross shot from the impressive Manuel Pamic, 
and then Soto Kyrgiakos did brilliantly to block Ondrej Kusnir's goal-bound shot.  
The only other early alarm for the English side was the loss of Fabio Aurelio to a 
predictable knock, but it at least gave Joe Cole the chance of a rare outing 
following his own injury problems.  
SPARTA: Blazek 6; Kusnir 5, Repka 6, Brabec 6, Pamic 7; Vacek 6, Biholong 5; Keric 
5, Matejovsky 6, Kadlec 6; Kweuke 5.  
LIVERPOOL: Reina 7; Johnson 7, Carragher 6, Kyrgiakos 6, Wilson 6; Lucas 6, 
Aurelio 5 (Cole 36, 6); Kuyt 7, Meireles 6, Maxi 5; Ngog 5. REFEREE: Florian Meyer 
(Germany). 
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Liverpool FC draw a blank Czech against Sparta Prague 
KENNY DALGLISH enjoyed many glory nights in Europe as a player for Liverpool. 
But due to the Reds being banned from Europe after the 1985 Heysel disaster, it 
meant he never tasted any as the club’s manager. 
Last night’s clash against Sparta Prague was the first time the Scot had led 
Liverpool into a European fixture. 
And while a scoreless draw at a freezing Generali Arena was perhaps not the most 
romantic European managerial baptism, it will still be hugely welcomed by the 
Scot as the Reds head back to Merseyside for the return fixture in seven days 
time. 
You would hardly have guessed Sparta Prague had not played a competitive 
football fixture for two months. 
Ensconced in their winter break, the Czech side have been in effective hibernation 
during these icy Eastern European months. 
Not that it was at all noticeable, nor could Liverpool take advantage of any 
perceived lack of recent match practice on Sparta’s part. 
Josef Chovanec’s men set about the Reds with a relish that Dalglish’s men 
struggled to subdue at times. 
In truth, this was a listless display from the Reds whose excellent form since 
Dalglish’s appointment deserted them last night. 
They desperately missed the influence of Steven Gerrard up front as Liverpool’s 
midfield never had any grip on the match. 
You almost felt sorry for lone striker David Ngog, who lacked support and 
understandably failed to make an impression on the Sparta backline. 
The Reds will need, and be hopeful of, a big improvement next week if they are to 
progress to the last 16 of the Europa League. 
As expected, Liverpool made a series of changes from the side which drew 1-1 
against Wigan last Saturday. 
Danny Wilson came in at left-back with Glen Johnson reverting to the right, with 
Sotorios Kyrgiakos and Ngog also starters at centre-half and up front respectively. 
After all the speculation about 16-year-old starlet Raheem Sterling featuring, he 
did not make the squad, but Conor Coady, 17, did get on the bench. 
There were some familiar faces amongst the Sparta Prague line-up, with former 
West Ham defender Tomas Repka and Reading old boy Marek Matejovsky, who 
scored against Liverpool at Anfield in the league three years ago, in midfield. 
It was a circumspect start from both sides with Sparta having most of the early 
possession as Vaclav Kadlec was flagged offside trying to break clear early on. 
Liverpool were finding it hard to develop a rhythm and a mix-up between Aurelio 
and Meireles in midfield didn’t settle any early Reds nerves. 
A flare in the home end was the only real sign of any fireworks as ex-Reading star 
Matejovsky shot wide after a good overlap from Sparta had won them a corner. 
Worryingly for Liverpool, left-back Manuel Pamic was rampaging forward to good 
effect, giving Johnson plenty of early headaches in his more familiar defensive 
role on the right 
Prague were passing the ball confidently while Dalglish’s men, missing Gerrard, 
Daniel Agger and new boy Luis Suarez, struggled to get to grips with just one man 
up front as Ngog looked isolated. 
Matejovsky appeared to have a real appetite for the game and Liverpool were 
lucky when his cross, following a Dirk Kuyt error near the byline, was grabbed at 
his near post by Pepe Reina. 
The trend continued as the first half wore on as the Spaniard uncharacteristically 
flapped at a centre which fell to Pamic, but his shot was high and wasteful. 
Sparta’s tail was definitely up and they came closest to scoring when Matejovsky’s 
goalbound effort was blocked by Kyrgiakos as the Czechs appealed loudly for 
handball. 
Liverpool needed a kick up the backside and a substitute was as good a ploy as 
any other as Joe Cole came on for Fabio Aurelio. 
This was lukewarm stuff from the Reds and Sparta continued to look dangerous as 
an inviting cross almost fell for lurking frontman Kweuke. 
It looked as if Dalglish’s men would have been happy to escape with a draw 
merely at the halfway stage as Chovanec’s charges scented a definite chance to 
record their first ever victory over the Reds. 
Just before the interval, Liverpool created their first noteworthy chance when a 
Meireles corner was won in the air by Ngog whose knockdown couldn’t be 
reached by Kuyt on the turn. 
The Reds were in need of a stern talking to at half time, but if any words had been 
exchanged in the away side’s dressing room, it was Sparta who again looked the 
most likely to break the deadlock when Kweuke stooped well to head wide past 
Reina’s post. 
Johnson, who got forward more in the second half, tried to change that when he 
cut inside and prodded an effort inches wide of Jaromir Blazek’s post. 
Bustling striker Kweuke was proving a handful for Liverpool and he went close 
again when he controlled a bouncing corner, turned and shot too close to Reina 
who saved. 

 

To their credit, Sparta kept pushing for the winner and a fizzing Kamil Vacek drive 
flew just wide of Reina’s post in the final few minutes. 
This was always going to be a tricky tie for the Reds, Sparta lying second in their 
domestic league and finishing second in their Europa group, seeing off the likes of 
the Italian’s Palermo on their way to the knockout stages.  
And the Czechs have certainly shown more than enough to prove they will be no 
pushovers at Anfield in a week’s time. 
A big effort will be needed by Liverpool to turn this tie around in their favour. 
Or those tentative dreams of supping dark and creamy Guinness in Dublin in May 
will have been hugely premature. 

 


