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Villa's proud away record surrendered at Anfield 
Liverpool 2 - Aston Villa 1.  
THE return of Barnes and Molby gave Liverpool a more familiar look yesterday but 
it was their young players who brought them a surprising victory. Goals from 
Fowler and Redknapp ended Aston Villa's unbeaten away record and their hopes 
of cutting Manchester United's lead.  
Following a defeat by Southampton, it has been a bad few days for Villa. 
Yesterday, they will wonder how they lost after being the better side for much of 
the first 75 minutes.  
``I enjoyed that game more than some of the games we've won,'' Ron Atkinson, 
the Villa manager, said afterwards. ``At least we looked a decent side.''  
But still they lost and although Saunders, who hit the woodwork twice, may 
challenge it, the reason was lack of penetration. Despite a promising base in 
midfield, where Richardson and Townsend played with solid authority, they were 
unable to provide a sustained threat to Liverpool's defence.  
Liverpool, by contrast, looked more dangerous as the game wore on and by the 
end the weight of shots and chances had tilted in their favour. Their young players 
are growing in confidence and assertiveness and Harkness, Matteo and Fowler all 
made important contributions.  
Liverpool had started brightly, but by the half-hour mark there were mutters of 
discontent from the main stand and Graeme Souness, the Liverpool manager, was 
moved to diversionary tactics, complaining that the referee's shirt clashed with 
Villa's change strip.  
It made no difference to Villa's growing ascendancy, but the goal failed to 
materialise. Instead, with the interval approaching, it was Liverpool who scored, 
Fowler heading in Matteo's cross from Nicol's short corner for his eleventh goal in 
as many games.  
The goal at last provoked Villa into a more direct approach, and they almost 
equalised immediately, Grobbelaar just getting a touch to divert Saunders's 
brilliant drive on to the bar. ``I still fancied us to win at half-time, Atkinson said, 
and his team gave flesh to his words as Nicol's header fell short of Grobbelaar and 
Atkinson moved in to equalise.  
Again Villa looked the stronger side, but Liverpool were back in front as Fowler 
turned provider, sending Redknapp through acres of space to drive the ball 
through Bosnich's legs for his first goal of the season. Then the match caught fire. 
Grobelaar denied Atkinson with a brilliant save, Bosnich did the same from 
Matteo and Walters, and Parker kicked Fowler's effort off the line.  
Villa's defeat leaves Manchester United 14 points clear. ``They must be laughing 
their socks off as everyone keeps beating everyone else,'' Richardson said.  
LIVERPOOL (4-1-2-1-2): B Grobbelaar S Nicol, M Wright, N Ruddock, S Harkness J 
Molby (sub: M Walters, 80min) J Redknapp, D Matteo J Barnes I Rush, R Fowler.  
ASTON VILLA (4-1-3-2): M Bosnich N Cox, P McGrath, E Barrett, B Small (sub: G 
Whittingham, 80) K Richardson R Houghton, G Parker, A Townsend D Saunders, D 
Atkinson.  
Referee: A Wilkie.  

 

 
Souness puts Villa in place 
LIVERPOOL and Aston Villa may not finish very near Manchester United at the end 
of the season but at least they showed yesterday that there is life on the outer 
margins.  
Each side came off the back of a poor display - Liverpool against Newcastle, Villa 
against Southampton - and Liverpool were arguably a shade fortunate to be a goal 
ahead at half-time. But in the final 10 minutes they had the chances to double 
their score. At this point Villa had taken off Small for Whittingham and Liverpool 
immediately countered with Walters. Suddenly Townsend was dreadfully exposed 
as a makeshift full-back and Bosnich had to make desperate saves from Matteo 
and Walters.  
The opening was bright and vibrant. Liverpool sought to pressurise Cox at right-
back but Villa's back four, missing Teale, held firm. Barnes and Molby, replacing 
the dropped Clough and Stewart, initially produced a quality of pass much missed 
this season, and there was generally more width. Naturally enough, both faded 
later on.  
With Cox keeping his nerve, and Redknapp remaining marginalised on the right, it 
was Small's dangerously understruck back passes to Bosnich that caused the most 
alarm in Villa's defence in the first half.  
Gradually Villa's midfield appeared the more effective. Then, just before half-
time, an awful lapse at the near post allowed the ever vigilant Fowler to flick 
Matteo's cross with the back of his head beyond Bosnich.  
Saunders, who scored the winner against his old club at Anfield last season, 
responded immediately with a shot that came back off the bar. 'Deano hit it 
almost too well,' said Ron Atkinson, although Grobbelaar managed a vital touch.  
With Wright never looking composed, Nicol had done much to cement Liverpool's 
defence, yet out of the blue it was the Scotsman's mistake that led directly to 
Villa's equaliser. His back header was easily intercepted by Atkinson who drifted 
past Grobbelaar and then inside Nicol's sliding recovery tackle to score from close 
in.  
The pendulum swung Villa's way, only for a loose crossfield ball by Atkinson to 
undo all. Fowler intercepted and sent in Redknapp, whose low shot scudded 
through Bosnich's legs. So Liverpool recorded their sixth successive home win, 
while Villa lost their unbeaten away record.  
Twice Atkinson might have made amends and it was hardly his fault that he 
ultimately failed. Fine defending by Harkness, who had an excellent match, first 
denied him and then came a wonderful save by Grobbelaar from a vicious volley.  
Both managers will hope to maintain something of this form into two extremely 
awkward Coca-Cola fourth-round matches this week, with Villa away to Arsenal 
tomorrow and Liverpool at home to Wimbledon on Wednesday.  
Ultimately, unless Manchester United not so much crack as totally fragment, 
those behind them must look to the cup competitions. Failure in these would 
leave matters looking extremely bleak.  
Such weekly oscillations of form will leave neither set of fans feeling unduly 
confident.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Nicol, Wright, Ruddock, Harkness, Redknapp, Molby 
(Walters, 81min), Barnes, Matteo, Rush, Fowler.  
Aston Villa: Bosnich; Cox, Barrett, McGrath, Small (Whittingham, 81), Houghton, 
Parker, Richardson, Townsend, Saunders, Atkinson.  
Referee: A Wilkie (Chester-le-Street). 

 


