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Sheringham subdues Anfield 
Liverpool 1 - Tottenham Hotspur 2. LIVERPOOL'S winning start to the season came 
to an abrupt end at Anfield last night in an FA Carling Premiership game that was 
a credit to English football. There was not a booking and hardly an offside as 
Tottenham's combination of determined defence and incisive counter-attacks 
brought them their most significant win since Osvaldo Ardiles returned to the club 
as its manager.  
It is perhaps too early to talk about Tottenham's championship credentials, but 
they looked an excellent side last night. From Calderwood and Mabbutt at the 
heart of the defence, to Samways, who was the fulcrum in midfield, and with the 
splendid attacking runs of Sheringham, who scored both goals, and Durie, they 
were more than a match for an impressive Liverpool.  
``It at least gives us a chance to get our feet back on the ground and realise what 
we have to do to win games,'' Graeme Souness, the Liverpool manager, said. ``It 
was frustrating to have that much possession and come away with nothing.''  
Neil Ruddock was greeted with chants of ``Judas'' by the Tottenham supporters, 
but his arrival along with Clough, and the return of Molby and Whelan after 
missing most of last season, has helped to transform Liverpool. They now look 
more like the accomplished side of old and Anfield is buzzing with excitement and 
anticipation again.  
With three wins from their first three matches, the talk is about championships 
and it took Liverpool only 17 minutes last night to show why with  
a marvellous goal. McManaman was the instigator, beating Austin by the corner 
flag and leaving three Spurs players trailing as he cut in and rolled the ball into the 
path of Clough. In that situation, some players go for the spectacular; Clough is 
more clinical and a precise side-foot left Thorstvedt helpless and brought the 
forward his fourth goal in four games.  
But Tottenham were not intimidated by this. They had had more possession and 
the clearer openings before Clough's strike. Grobbelaar had to be at his most 
athletic to claw away Durie's perfectly-struck drive and the goalkeeper saved a 
weaker effort when a slip by Ruddock, of all people, let Durie in again.  
Briefly, the goal took the wind out of Tottenham's sails and for ten minutes, 
Liverpool began to pour forward with their familiar conviction. But it was only a 
brief interruption as Tottenham came back to equalise on the half-hour. 
Sheringham was moving in to meet Sedgley's chip when he was knocked over by 
Burrows. There was no doubt about the decision, in spite of a storm of protest 
from the Kop, and Sheringham got up to hammer the penalty past Grobbelaar.  
If that made the Kop unhappy, they were even less pleased three minutes before 
the interval as Tottenham took the lead with a goal their football deserved. 
Howells sent in Dozzell and although Grobbelaar blocked his shot, Sheringham 
was the first to the rebound and poked the ball home.  
But there is more to winning at Anfield than playing good football. It is also a test 
of determination and Tottenham soon found their character being closely 
examined. Liverpool might have equalised almost immediately as Campbell let in 
Nicol, but the makeshift left back rectified his own mistake, stretching his long 
legs to make a vital last-ditch tackle. That allowed the visitors to go in at the 
interval with their lead intact.  
It was only a taste of what was to come and, when Tottenham re-emerged, the 
siege began in earnest. They quickly found themselves pressed into defence as 
the red shirts poured forward. McManaman by now had become a forward, and 
soon there was a fourth as Walters came on, with Nicol moving to left back. For 
all the pressure, though, Liverpool created few chances.  
``The approach work was fine and we got into places to hurt them, but I was 
disappointed with the final ball,'' Souness said.  
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2): B Grobbelaar R Jones, M Wright, N Ruddock, D Burrows (sub: 
M Walters, 56min) S Nicol, J Molby, R Whelan, S McManaman N Clough, I Rush.  
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (4-3-1-2): E Thorstvedt D Austin, C Calderwood, G 
Mabbutt, S Campbell D Howells (sub: D Caskey, 84), V Samways, S Sedgley J 
Dozzell G Durie, E Sheringham.  
Referee: K Barrett.  
 
 

 

 
Spurs halt Reds' march 
TOTTENHAM found Liverpool at their very best for long periods last night, but 
through ice-cool defending they managed to hang on for a win which was the 
product of some inspired attacking play.  
Two goals from Sheringham, the first a penalty, avenged Spurs' 62 trouncing at 
Anfield in the final game of last season. It was sweet revenge too for Tottenham's 
manager Ossie Ardiles who will have sweeter memories of his first visit to this 
ground as a manager than as a player in September 1978 when Tottenham lost 
70. Indeed, it was the first time he had won at Anfield.  
Both sides produced magnificent football in the first half hour, a blend of subtlety 
and sophistication not seen here for at least a couple of seasons.  
Liverpool, as is their habit, allowed Spurs the courtesy of showing off their skills in 
the opening 10 minutes. Ruddock, playing against his former club for the first 
time, was taunted by the Spurs supporters, who chanted: 'You're only here for the 
money.'  
He made a charitable response, sending an intended clearance straight to Durie. 
The Tottenham striker, preferred to Anderton who has only recently recovered 
from an ankle injury and was on the substitutes' bench, ran through the defence 
but Grobbelaar deflected his shot wide.  
Liverpool retaliated with some marvellous pin-point passing moves and a relish 
rarely seen in their play last season. After one such build-up McManaman shot 
just high, but two minutes later he collected Burrows's high pass down the left 
and waltzed round Austin before passing square to Clough, who stabbed the ball 
home in the 16th minute.  
It seemed Liverpool would dominate, but Tottenham managed to break clear. 
Sedgley played Sheringham through and Burrows conceded a penalty which the 
England striker converted.  
Liverpool renewed the assault, but Tottenham broke again and a delicious five-
man move gave Dozzell the chance to put Spurs ahead. Grobbelaar blocked his 
shot, but the goalkeeper could do nothing as Sheringham swept in the rebound 
just before half-time.  
A good deal of the fizz and finesse went out of the game after the break as 
Liverpool slogged to get back on level terms. The 18-year-old Tottenham full-back 
Campbell showed his side the way out, making a daring run which was only 
checked by a superbly timed tackle from Jones.  
Walters replaced Burrows just before the hour as Liverpool stepped up the 
pressure but Tottenham remained calm in defence and were still able to rattle 
Liverpool on the break.  
'We are not the end product yet,' said Ardiles. Neither are Liverpool. 'It was 
frustrating,' said Graeme Souness. 'We dominated for so long we must have been 
sick of the sight of the ball. The approach work was fine but the final ball was 
disappointing.'  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Jones, Burrows (Walters, 57min), Nicol, Wright, Ruddock, 
Clough, Whelan, Rush, Molby, McManaman.  
Tottenham: Thorstvedt; Austin, Campbell, Samways, Calderwood, Mabbutt, Durie, 
Sheringham, Dozzell, Sedgley, Howells (Caskey, 83).  
Referee: K Barratt (Coventry). 
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BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY 
Teddy stuns Reds! 
Teddy Sheringham's double-barrelled blast fired Spurs to only their third win in 48 
league trips to Anfield.  
 
Liverpool's 100% start was swept way in another feast of glorious football from 
this breathless introduction to the FA Carling Premiership.  
 
Graeme Souness' side looked on their way to a fourth straight victory when Nigel 
Clough delivered his fourth goal in as many games since his 2.25 million pound 
signing.  
 
But his old Nottingham Forest and England colleague Sheringham levelled for 
Ardiles' team from a 30th minute penalty and then drove in the winner 12 
minutes later.  
 
Too often in the past 80 years, Spurs at Anfield has meant ritual humiliation; 
Ardiles lost 7-0 on his first visit as a player, the Reds signed off last year with a 6-2 
win.  
 
But that was at the height of the Venables crisis and the little Argentinean has 
swiftly repaired the Londoners' morale and confidence. 
With the presence of Neil Ruddock, the only summer deserter from White Hart 
Lane, in the Liverpool defence, giving the game an extra edge, it was Spurs who 
came closest to opening the scoring. Bruce Grobbelaar brilliantly clawed away 
Gordon Durie's ninth minute drive from 25 yards, and then when a nervous 
Ruddock gave the ball away to the little Scot four minutes later, the goalkeeper 
dashed off his line to block.  
 
So it was against the run of play when Steve McManaman forged the 17th minute 
breakthrough from the left, his mesmeric run past Dean Austin carrying him to 
the byline to set up Nigel Clough to sidefoot his fourth goal in as many games 
since his move from Forest.  
 
But Spurs, unchanged for the fourth consecutive game, stormed back and 
Liverpool could have no complaints when David Burrows, starting his first game of 
the season, nudged over Sheringham just inside the box. Grobbelaar read the 
England striker's spot-kick correctly but could not reach the powerful drive past 
his right hand.  
 
Though Rob Jones went close to restoring Liverpool's lead from 30 yards, Spurs 
grabbed the lead just before the break. David Howells attacked from the right, 
Jason Dozzell tried to take the ball round Grobbelaar and it broke for Sheringham 
to turn in his second.  
 
Teenage left-back Sol Campbell's brilliant tackle on Steve Nicol denied Liverpool 
an immediate response, and Spurs then needed all their new resilience to resist a 
second half battering. But apart from a Burrows drive, well saved by Thorsvedt 
and a Molby volley just too high, they held out well for a win which will do them a 
power of good. 
 


