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BRITISH SOCCER WEEK 
McManaman cuts up sad Blades  
Steve McManaman struck twice as Liverpool survived a double injury blow to 
sweep past Sheffield United into the last 16 of the Coca-Cola Cup.  
 
Graeme Souness had to reshuffle his side after losing midfielders Paul Stewart 
and Mark Walters injured in the 20th and 22nd minutes.  
 
But McManaman's finishing brought a smile to the beleagured Anfield boss. He 
pulled down a long pass from Don Hutchison after 33 minutes and cut inside 
before unleashing a low shot that took a deflection to leave keeper Alan Kelly 
helpless.  
 
Nine minutes later a flowing build-up involving Hutchison and Jamie Redknapp 
ground to a halt when McManaman's control for once let him down. But he 
recovered before the defenders could interfere and placed a beautifully weighted 
lob over Kelly from 20 yards.  
 
Liverpool rarely recaptured their attacking form in the second half but wrapped 
things up six minutes from time with a Mike Marsh penalty after Paul Beesley 
upended Hutchison.  
 
The game had started in unpromising fashion with both teams struggling to play 
constructive football in the teeth of a fierce hailstorm.  
 
Redknapp forced Kelly into the game's first serious save, tipping over his 26th 
minute shot and the 'keeper went down bravely to block another Redknapp effort 
from an Ian Rush pass three minutes later as Liverpool slid into top gear.  
 
United had their chances after the break. Paul Rogers stretched to slide Adrian 
Littlejohn's left wing cross just wide after 51 minutes and substitute Jamie 
Hoyland headed wide when it looked easier to score  
 
Walters suffered a renewed groin strain and Stewart pulled up after feeling his 
hamstring injury, but Anfield manager Graeme Souness said afterwards his injury 
was not a renewed pull.  
Souness paid tribute to "two pieces of skill" by McManaman for his goals.  
 
"McManaman produced a couple of great pices of skill for his goals and we played 
like a team again tonight - wind allowing," said Souness.  
 
United boss Dave Bassett blasted his side's Anfield performance with the verdict: 
"We played as though we only had to go through the motions to win the game 
and we paid the penalty for that. A lot of the performances in the first half were 
poor. It concerned me when I saw it in the first five minutes. I learned one or two 
things about some of my players tonight."  
 

 
Liverpool gorge on double Mac attack 
EVEN for a Liverpool side boasting such a rich and fulfilling League Cup history, a 
reasonably straightforward victory seemed a long way from Wembley. On an 
inhospitable night two first-half goals for Steve McManaman provided temporary 
warmth for a subdued Anfield crowd.  
Marsh's third, from the penalty spot seven minutes from time, confirmed 
Liverpool's fourth-round home tie against Crystal Palace. Hutchison fell feebly 
over Beesley, Sheffield United's centre-back, as if proposing they took part in a 
wheelbarrow race; a young player who, when it comes to swaying a referee's 
decision, obviously knows his onions.  
After last week's sterile goalless draw at Bramall Lane, the elements conspired to 
freshen up last night's proceedings as a cutting wind was joined immediately upon 
the kick-off by a brief hailstorm.  
Liverpool's plans collapsed with the first blast of winter. Both substitutes were on 
within 25 minutes as Stewart and Walters withdrew with injuries.  
With two defenders, Jones and Wright, on the bench, Graeme Souness's tactical 
options were limited. But he moved Nicol and Marsh into midfield and Liverpool 
discovered the vigour which led to the two goals by McManaman before half-
time.  
McManaman, collecting a crossfield pass from Hutchison, required a fortunate 
deflection off Gayle to beat Kelly at his far post in the 32nd minute, but his 
second, four minutes before half-time, again from Hutchison's accurate delivery, 
was a mixture of youthful carelessness and exceptional promise.  
Groans were still ringing around Anfield at McManaman's faulty control when he 
checked away from Gage, swivelled and produced an exquisite lob over Kelly.  
Sheffield United, clad in all-white, melted along with the hail. Bradshaw was twice 
pulled back for offside and Hodges should have done better when twice set free 
by Gannon's passes.  
A swirling wind, full moon and occasional flashes of lightning behind the Anfield 
Road stand provided a striking backdrop. But Hooper remained unruffled as 
United applied consistent pressure at the start of the second half.  
Littlejohn's pace embarrassed Nicol on the left but Rogers, sliding in under 
pressure from Burrows, directed the cross wide of the goal. Deane then muscled 
his way past Jones but Hooper was equal to his near-post shot.  
Deane has not been at his most imposing in recent weeks, but he would surely 
have buried the header, from Barnes's cross, which fell the way of the substitute 
Hoyland. With virtually his first touch, Hoyland headed wide.  
Liverpool: Hooper; Marsh, Burrows, Nicol, Piechnik, Hutchison, McManaman, 
Redknapp, Rush, Walters (Wright, 25min), Stewart (Jones, 22).  
Sheffield United: Kelly; Gage, Barnes, Gannon, Gayle, Beesley, Bradshaw 
(Hoyland, 72), Rodgers, Littlejohn (Bryson, 72), Deane, Hodges.  
Referee: K Morton (Bury St Edmunds). 

 


