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Liverpool revel in class divide 
Liverpool 4 Notts County 0  
WITH the ease of a team whose desire to embarrass opponents of lesser stature is 
undiminished, Liverpool last night nudged hapless Notts County a little closer to a 
swift return to the second division.  
Although Liverpool's performance was almost faultless, it must be taken in 
context, for County's contribution to a one-sided match was negligible, their lack 
of conviction and fight baffling in view of their plight.  
After moving into an unassailable position early in the second half, Liverpool 
completed th rout in the 76th minute, when Venison drove home a rare goal from 
25 yards.  
Nicol, Barnes, Houghton and Wright were all absent because of injury, but with 
only the latter thought to be in serious danger of missing the FA Cup semi-final 
with Portsmouth on Sunday, there was an end-of-term look to the Liverpool line-
up, and subsequently a refreshing freedom to much of their football.  
While County's midfield play and work-rate was hugely impressive, they were 
powerless to prevent their opponents grasping the initiative.  
Walters, having been granted the freedom of the left flank, constantly wreaked 
havoc in and around the Notts County penalty area. County's cumbersome, often 
ill-disciplined defence survived until the thirteenth minute which, bearing inmind 
the pressure, was something of an achievement.  
Then the speed and power of Rush enabled him to win and cross the ball with 
such precision that Thomas would have looked foolish had he failed to apply a 
finishing touch.  
Try as they might, County were unable to remove the ball from their own half, 
and Liverpool's second goal, in the 33rd minute, coming from a smart 
McManaman drive after more good work by Rush, was long overdue.  
After the interval Liverpool began to toy with tiring, disillusioned opponents, and 
County capitulated for a third time in the 57th minute, when Rush swept home 
his first League goal in five months.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; R Jones, D Burrows, B Venison, R Whelan, M Marsh, S 
McManaman (sub: D Hutchison), M Walters, I Rush (sub: I Kozma), J Molby, M 
Thomas.  
NOTTS COUNTY: S Cherry; C Palmer, R Dryden, Craig Short, D Yates, M Draper 
(sub: F Farina), A Williams, P Turner, G Lund, K Wilson, P Robinson (sub: Chris 
Short).  
Referee: D Phillips.  
 

 
McManaman undoes Notts 
NOTTS's landing in the First Division during the early Eighties lasted three seasons; 
the sequel seems set to end almost as quickly as it began. There was scant 
evidence at Anfield last night that the Magpies will survive. One season for 
sorrow.  
It was County's 14th League match without a win, a sequence stretching back to 
December. Liverpool overran them, exploiting every weakness and frailty, of 
which there were many.  
The pace and fluidity of Liverpool's play was impressive, although County's 
defending was dire and their midfield resolution dissipated within a few minutes 
of the kick-off. Liverpool scored twice in the first half and did pretty much what 
they pleased throughout.  
Thomas put Liverpool ahead after an intricate build-up down the right, initially 
involving Whelan and McManaman. Rush provided the final pass and Thomas was 
allowed an inordinate amount of time to manoeuvre the ball into a clear shooting 
position and beat Cherry easily.  
Rush had already shot wide after Walters had held off Draper's clinging arm to 
cross low from the left. It seemed inevitable Liverpool would score, with Walters 
and McManaman often speeding past Palmer and Dryden as if they did not exist.  
The pace of Liverpool's play rarely allowed County to get forward, other than 
from Cherry's huge kicks, though with Molby partnering Burrows in the centre of 
Liverpool's defence there was a suspicion of vulnerability at the back, highlighted 
when Lund laid the ball off to Turner for a clear run at Grobbelaar. But Burrows 
recovered quickly to deflect Turner's shot at full stretch.  
It was the crummiest of crumbs for Notts County. Not long afterwards 
McManaman increased Liverpool's lead. Again Rush was the provider, although 
the simplicity of the goal said more about the inadequacy of County's defence 
than the nature of the attack. Marking? What marking?  
A few seconds later McManaman was clear again and this time rolled his shot 
against the post, which at least stood its ground. He then hit the bar, and on 
striking a post for the second time the ball rolled gently to Rush, who scored 
Liverpool's third. Another sinuous run by McManaman laid on a further goal for 
Venison.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Jones, Burrows, Venison, Whelan, Marsh, McManaman 
(Kozma, 81min), Walters, Rush (Hutchison, 79), Molby, Thomas.  
Notts County: Cherry; Palmer, Dryden, Craig Short, Yates, Draper (Farina, 56), 
Williams, Turner, Lund, Wilson, Robinson (Chris Short, 38).  
Referee: D Phillips (Barnsley).  
* Mark Wright, John Barnes, Nicky Tanner, Ray Houghton and Steve Nicol may all 
be fit for Liverpool's FA Cup semi-final against Portsmouth at Highbury on Sunday. 
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BRITISH SOCCER WEEK 
County hopes are smashed 
Liverpool made light of their mounting casualty list to stroll to victory against 
Notts County in an ideal warm up game for their FA Cup semi-final.  
 
Tough-tackling County had no answer to the quality of Liverpool and the 
irrepressible Steve McManaman who should have scored at least a hat-trick as 
the woodwork frustrated him time and time again.  
 
Liverpool went ahead after 13 minutes, Ian Rush slipping the ball in for Michael 
Thomas who coolly slotted home a low shot.  
 
Eleven minutes from the break Rush chested down Ronnie Whelan's pass for 
McManaman to run in and beat keeper Steve Cherry with ease for Liverpool's 
second.  
 
Jan Molby headed out a County free-kick after 58 minutes to send McManaman 
scampering the length of the pitch on the break. His shot beat Cherry, rebounded 
off the post but left Rush with the simplest of jobs to make it 3-0.  
 
Full back Barry Venison made it 4-0 after 76 minutes, drilling into the corner of 
the net from 20 yards after more fine work from McManaman and a pass from 
Mike Marsh.  
 
McManaman could have added his second goal just three minutes after scoring 
his first, beating Cherry with a delightful angled chip only to see the ball rebound 
off the inside of the far post. The 20-year-old winger saw another shot crash 
against the bar just after the break, and when Mark Walters' shot rebounded to 
him off the bar, McManaman's goal-bound header was cleared off the line by 
Craig Short.  
 
It took County 71 minutes to test Liverpool's troubled goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar for the first time.  
 
Australian international substitute Frank Farina, on loan from Italian club Bari 
until the end of the season, skipped past two Liverpool tackles to unleash a low 
drive that Grobbelaar gathered at the second attempt.  
 
Souness said: "We got three points tonight and no injuries. We played some 
attractive football, but we didn't do anything daft at the back and we were more 
positive in front of goal. It's nice to have that game behind us going into the semi-
final. I was pleased because we knocked the ball about well and did what we had 
to do."  
 
McManaman said: "That's the way it goes. Hopefully another time they will all go 
in. At least the last one that hit the post set up Ian Rush to score. I think the whole 
team enjoyed it tonight. We came in at half-time very happy because we were 
knocking the ball around well. We knew we only had to play the same in the 
second half to get more goals and we did. County did what they could. They 
played man-to-man, and the fact we were moving about a lot got other men 
through." 
 


