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Liverpool passion fails as Aguilera strikes double blow 
Liverpool 1 Genoa 2  
(Genoa win 4-1 on agg)  
LIVERPOOL'S return to European competition after a six-year exile following the 
Heysel stadium disaster ended, some may think fittingly, at the hand of Italian 
opposition at Anfield last night. Yet it was a brave defeat and one which helped 
restore the reputation of Liverpool at home and abroad.  
Obliged to attack in the second leg of this Uefa Cup quarter-final, Liverpool gave it 
their all, only to be beaten by two breakaway goals from Aguilera, the little 
Uruguayan they had set out to contain.  
If one could offer a criticism of this Liverpool performance, it was in the tactical 
decision of Graeme Souness, the manager, to reorganize his back four so that 
Burrows could track Aguilera. It backfired; not only because of the South 
American's goals but also because of the freedom it permitted Genoa down 
Liverpool's left flank in the first half. The only surprise was that Genoa did not 
take more advantage of it than they did before Liverpool revised their thinking at 
half-time.  
The loss of Wright after 16 minutes with a hamstring injury was more of a 
psychological blow than anything to Liverpool, who had started the game full of 
optimism that they might do what they had never done before in 27 seasons of 
European competition overturn a two-goal deficit.  
Certainly, Souness's decision to play Molby instead of Whelan was vindicated. 
Nobody tried harder than the chunky Dane to blast a hole through Genoa's 
defences, but always Braglia, the Italian goalkeeper, was equal to his and others' 
efforts, sometimes spectacularly so. He needed to be in the first half with his 
nervous fellow defenders conceding corners willy-nilly.  
Barnes, who still hankers after a career in Italy, tried his hardest to impress, but 
generally found himself ganged up on by the Genoa defence. Only once did he 
manage to escape attention, jinking his way past two defenders to fire in a shot 
which Braglia was only too happy to parry.  
Genoa were a desperate lot, defensively, in those early stages, but they had 
already hinted at the menace they were capable of on the counter-attack before 
they soothed the troubled brow of their defence with a goal after 27 minutes. 
Ruotolo timed his run as perfectly as Onorati did his through-pass to gallop 
beyond the Liverpool defence. Crossing almost at his leisure, the ball was nudged 
on by Burrows only as far as Aguilera, who needed no more than to finish 
competently, which he did. It was a crushing blow. It left Liverpool needing to 
score four goals without further reply against an Italian defence growing in 
confidence. To Liverpool's credit, they gathered themselves for a storming second 
half effort which got off to the perfect start with an equalizer on the night after 47 
minutes from Rush. It was a rarity, too: a header, from a cross struck nonchalantly 
by Barnes which made you wonder why it had taken Liverpool so long to score. 
Liverpool's efforts to repeat the feat were numerous, but there was no reward 
and it was almost inevitable that Genoa would break away and score a second, 
which they did after 71 minutes when Aguilrshef smooth work by Eranio and 
Aguilera.  
LIVERPOOL: M Hooper; R Jones (sub: B Venison), D Burrows, S Nicol, J Molby, M 
Wright (sub: N Tanner), D Saunders, M Marsh, I Rush, J Barnes, S McManaman.  
GENOA: S Braglia; V Torrente, C Branco, S Eranio, F Collovati, G Signorini, G 
Ruotolo, M Bortolazzi, Aguilera (sub: Caricola), T Skuhravy, V Onorati (sub: Fiorin).  
Referee: F Van den Winjngaert (Belgium).  
 

 
In with a Rush, out at the end 
AN IAN RUSH goal three minutes into the second half gave Liverpool supporters 
brief but inevitably unrealised hopes of their side achieving what was a virtually 
impossible task at Anfield last night.  
Trailing 20 from the first leg, Liverpool critically conceded a third goal after 27 
minutes. Effectively that was that, for there was no likelihood of the Italians 
shipping four goals. Rush's header instigated non-stop Liverpool attack, which was 
the only way but fatal.  
Braglia had just grasped a McManaman shot and then watched helpless as Rush 
missed badly in front of his nose. Then Genoa broke to dramatic effect. Skuhravy 
found Eranio, who accelerated through Liverpool's badly stretched defences to 
create a simple side-foot for Aguilera's second goal of the night.  
Startling saves by Braglia from Marsh, Barnes and Molby followed but Graeme 
Souness's raggle-taggle European army, suffering another debilitating injury with 
Wright limping off in the 16th minute, had finally ground to a halt.  
The night began with brilliant magenta flares lighting up the Kop, which was a 
seething, swaying mass of flags, scarves, huge banners and even the odd 
umbrella, although the night was clear and dry.  
When Barnes, at last making his European debut, received the ball it was as if the 
whole crowd - 3,000 or so Italians excepted - grew several feet. Barnes it was who 
created Liverpool's first chance when he surged forward to fire a low shot which 
the Genoa goalkeeper did well to push away. But, even as Barnes was shooting, 
Wright had slumped to the turf clutching a torn hamstring which seems certain to 
keep him out for more than a month and will concern Graham Taylor as much as 
Souness.  
Genoa had already broken dangerously on several occasions, the Czech striker 
Skuhravy twice wasting useful openeings as Liverpool were caught over-
committed to attack.  
However Liverpool should have taken the lead when, after Braglia had saved from 
Molby, Rush seized on the loose ball. His cross, admittedly hard, went directly to 
Saunders, whose header flashed disappointingly wide.  
A little later Saunders had another half-chance, mistiming his shot just as badly. At 
this level the Welshman does not appear to have the control to make him a 
consistent threat.  
Much as Liverpool pressed it was Genoa who put the ball in the net after the 
simplest of breaks. Nicol, who had begun the game at left-back, with Burrows 
playing alongside Wright, had pushed up hard and Genoa exploited the gap with 
ruthless precision. Ruotolo's centre from the right skimmed the head of Burrows 
and the little Aguilera calmly controlled the cross to strike past the unprotected 
Hooper.  
Liverpool's attacks lacked quality and Barnes wandered hither and thither to little 
effect until his cross in the 48th minute brought Liverpool's equaliser. He played a 
short corner with Molby and his deep centre eluded Signorini and the reliable 
Collovati for Rush to head in.  
Liverpool's pressure intensified but Genoa held together until the relief of 
Aguilera's second goal.  
Liverpool: Hooper; Jones (Venison, 64min), Burrows, Nicol, Molby, Wright 
(Tanner, 16), Saunders, Marsh, Rush, Barnes, McManaman.  
Genoa: Braglia; Torrente, Branco, Eranio, Collovati, Signorini, Ruotolo, Bortolazzi, 
Aguilera (Caricola, 84), Skuhravy, Onorati (Fiorin, 77).  
Referee: F van den Wijngaert (Belgium). 

 


