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Liverpool’s flaws are exposed 
Auxerre 2 Liverpool 0  
LIVERPOOL, for so many years the standard-bearers of English football, may well 
find that their long-anticipated return to Europe does not extend beyond the 
second round of this season's Uefa Cup, after undergoing an uncomfortable 
examination of their threadbare resources last night.  
After an unconvincing performance, which was undermined by defensive naivety, 
Liverpool will count themselves fortunate to have departed from the first leg in 
France with only a two-goal deficit. They may yet retrieve this tie at Anfield, in a 
fortnight's time, but it will require a monumental effort.  
The options of Graeme Souness, the Liverpool manager, had been badly restricted 
by a paucity of resources but the inclusion of Redknapp for the first time since he 
became the most expensive teenage transfer in English football ten months ago, 
was a surprise.  
If Auxerre were reluctant to probe at the heart of the Liverpool defence, they 
applied their immense technical ability to good effect down the flanks.  
Cocard should perhaps have done more than steer a header wide in only the third 
minute, but the quality of that chance paled into insignificance when laid 
alongside the one which Auxerre were to enjoy ten minutes later.  
Ablett's headed clearance lacked strength, allowing Guerreiro to thread the ball 
on to the feet of Ferreri, who succeeded only in striking the outstretched hands of 
Grobbelaar from close range.  
The pressure exerted by Auxerre reached such an intense level that a 
breakthrough seemed inevitable, but ironically, at this point, Liverpool almost 
scored twice.  
Walters's cross from the left in the thirtieth minute cruelly eluded both Rush and 
Houghton inside the six-yard box and, seven minutes later, the same player drove 
a shot into the body of Martini.  
The interval was beckoning when Liverpool's rearguard finally crumbled. Kovacs, 
having played a neat one-two with Guerreiro, released Ferreri, who scored with a 
a fine, low shot despite the attentions of Nicol.  
Nicol's failure to prevent Auxerre taking a deserved lead could not detract from 
an impeccable personal performance and his withdrawal at half-time, because of 
injury, further impoverished Liverpool's football.  
Further misfortune befell them in the 59th minute when Ablett inexplicably failed 
to intercept Cocard's cross and Kovacs scored.  
AUXERRE: B Martini; Z Kaczmarek, W Prunier, A Roche, S Mahe, R Guerreiro, D 
Dutuel, J-M Ferreri, C Cocard, K Kovacs, P Vahirua.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Ablett, D Burrows, S Nicol (sub: S Harkness), S 
MacManaman, N Tanner, R Houghton, J Redknapp (sub: M Marsh), M Walters, I 
Rush, S McMahon.  
Referee: J Damgaard (Denmark).  
 

 
Liverpool humbled in the hills 
THE men of this charming agricultural town, nestling in the hills just to the north 
of some of France's greatest vineyards, displayed Burgundian style last night as 
they ripped and roared into Liverpool to win this first leg with goals from Ferreri 
and Kovacs.  
Liverpool, riddled with injuries and self-doubt, were fortunate to lose by only two 
goals. Time and again their makeshift rearguard creaked and groaned horribly, 
and when Nicol came off at half-time with hamstring problems their defensive 
ribs were left poking through their red shirts. It was not a pretty sight.  
Graeme Souness chose this game to give the 18-year-old Jamie Redknapp his 
debut in midfield. The poor lad, after a steady enough start, was washed away by 
waves of Auxerre attacks. He was eventually replaced by Marsh.  
With finishing a little steadier and a slightly kinder run of the ball, Auxerre might 
have doubled the score. As it is, Liverpool are still in and fighting, although the 
pace and flexibility of the French club's midfield, supported by the two wingers 
Cocard and Vahirua, will make for a hard night at Anfield in two weeks' time.  
The sheer inexperience of this Liverpool side was often painfully obvious. 
McMahon and Houghton sweated might and main to knit things together but 
with Walters once again only a fitful presence and McManaman anonymous, Rush 
remained largely a forlorn and isolated figure.  
The home supporters in the tree-lined and scarcely intimidating Stade Abbe 
Deschamps could scarcely believe what was happening. Auxerre, flapping in the 
soggy middle of the French First Division, were in almost total command from 
start to finish. Could this really be the mighty Reds?  
Indeed it was, for Liverpool's form was a true reflection of their current problems. 
Martini, the French international goalkeeper, spent the evening neither shaken 
nor stirred.  
As Auxerre's confidence grew after a rather tentative start, with Ferreri at the 
apex of all their best moves, Ablett began to looked mighty uncomfortable at 
right-back. But it was a simple mistake by Walters with a soft back-pass that gave 
Auxerre their first clear chance. Kovacs pounced on the loose ball but delayed his 
shot and Grobbelaar got down.  
Only rarely did Liverpool manage to attack. On one such sortie Prunier, the 
Auxerre captain, brought down Rush and was booked - his second yellow card of 
the tournament, which will rule him out of the return leg. It was Liverpool's only 
good news of the night.  
When the inevitable goal arrived, just before half-time, it came through the 
middle. A poor header by Tanner allowed Ferreri and Kovacs swiftly to swap 
passes and cut deep into the defence. Grobbelaar almost closed Ferreri down but 
the French international beat him with a low, precise shot.  
It was just reward for enterprising, skilful football which also had that vital 
injection of genuine pace so necessary at this level. Liverpool offered little in reply 
apart from spasmodic bursts by Walters, who nearly produced an equaliser with a 
run to the byline and a left-footed cross that neatly bisected Houghton and Rush.  
Nicol's departure through injury was quickly exploited by Auxerre, with Kovacs 
scoring on the hour. A cross from the right by Cocard found the Hungarian after 
Ablett had been unable to cut out the winger's pass. Kovacs had time to control 
the ball before comfortably beating Grobbelaar.  
On, ever on, came Auxerre, with Ferreri rounding Grobbelaar only to have his shot 
cleared off the line by Harkness. Few Liverpool players will have the stomach for 
the Chablis they were presented with by the Auxerre players before the kick-off.  
Auxerre: Martini; Kaczmarek, Prunier, Roche, Mahe, Guerreiro, Cocard, Dutuel, 
Kovacs, Ferreri, Vahirua.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Ablett, Burrows, Nicol (Harkness, h-t), McManaman, 
Tanner, Redknapp (Marsh, 79min), Houghton, Rush, Walters, McMahon.  
Referee: M Damgaard (Denmark). 

 


