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Rosenthal is Liverpool's tonic 
Charlton 0 Liverpool 4  
RONNY Rosenthal used his right foot, left foot, and finally his head to claim three 
inspired goals which not only illuminated Selhurst Park but maintained Liverpool's 
lead at the head of the league last night.  
Starting his first game for the Merseysiders because Rush was injured, the Israeli 
international who is on loan from Standard Liege shredded Charlton with an 
irresistible cocktail of pace and skill.  
Selhurst Park, the home of Crystal Palace, the conquerors of Liverpool in Sunday's 
FA Cup semi-final, may have been the ideal venue on which to restore lost pride 
but for much of the first half it threatened to be the scene of further 
embarrassment.  
Charlton may have been ultimately overrun and outwitted by the devastating 
attacking duo of Rosenthal and Barnes, the latter scoring Liverpool's fourth with 
an eye-catching solo effort in the 87th minute, but they started the stronger.  
Obviously taking a leaf out of Crystal Palace's book, the relegation-threatened 
Londoners exposed Liverpool's fallible side by pumping a stream of high balls into 
the box.  
Charlton manfully worked at closing Liverpool down, hustling them out of their 
customary passing game and even winning a few offsides, but for all the trickery 
of Williams, and even though McMahon was not having one of his better games , 
it proved an uphill struggle.  
The visitors stopped snatching at the ball and shouting expletives when Rosenthal 
opened his account in the 26th minute.  
After playing a sweet one-two with Barnes on the right he dummied Humphrey 
and Caton before beating Bolder with a shot struck at an acute angle from outside 
the penalty area.  
One can only speculate what their half-time tea was laced with but a newly 
dynamic Liverpool emerged after the interval.  
With Dalglish's team quickly settling into their habitual attacking groove it was no 
surprise when Bolder was beaten by Rosenthal for the second time in the 51st 
minute.  
Receiving the ball from Staunton, he advanced down the left with considerable 
alacrity, shrugging off Caton in the manner which a child discards an unwanted 
toy, before driving the ball into the roof of the net from 12 yards.  
Rosenthal then proceeded to spurn the easiest chance of the night, missing from 
point-blank range, when scoring looked the easier option, and had a legitimate-
looking appeal for a penalty overruled after he was upended by Reid.  
By now Barnes, deployed in a roving role, was in his element and the Charlton 
defence were his and Rosenthal's playthings.  
The pair combined to dissect the home rearguard in the 64th minute when 
Rosenthal secured his treble with a fine near-post header following an exquisite 
centre from Barnes, who was to round off the evening with a goal of his own.  
Kenny Dalglish, the Liverpool manager said: ``I won't be racing against Ronny in 
training.''  
CHARLTON ATHLETIC: R Bolder; J Humphrey, M Reid, A Peake, J McLaughlin, T 
Caton, R Lee, A Jones (sub: K Achempong), P Williams, S Minto, P Mortimer.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; B Venison (sub: J Molby), D Burrows, G Ablett, R 
Whelan, A Hansen, S Staunton, N Tanner, R Rosenthal, J Barnes, S McMahon (sub: 
M Marsh).  
Referee: D Axcell.  
 

 
Rosenthal's treble chance 
HOW are the mighty risen. After an uncertain start, featuring some unfamiliar 
personnel, Liverpool picked themselves up, dusted themselves down and put 
their traumatic FA Cup experience behind them, rehabilitated by an excellent hat-
trick from their loan star Ronny Rosenthal. John Barnes was also rewarded for an 
outstanding personal performance as a central striker with the fourth goal.  
Liverpool thus comfortably kept at bay Aston Villa at the top of the First Division 
and ultimately showed an even firmer resolve not to let the championship slip 
again. Charlton, though, are slipping fast and the spectre of relegation finally 
beckons. They began with promise, ended overwhelmed and are now eight points 
behind Manchester City in the lowest 'safe spot'.  
At the home of Crystal Palace Sunday's ghosts were all around for Liverpool, the 
red and blue paint of Selhurst Park a reminder as they entered the arena. Kenny 
Dalglish introduced new spirits to banish the demons, with five changes being 
made.  
Houghton, Beardsley and Hysen were all absent the former two injured, the latter 
playing for Sweden, said the Liverpool manager and there were first starts for 
Rosenthal, on loan from Standard Liege until the end of the season and replacing 
the injured Rush, and Tanner, a 22-year-old right-back signed from Bristol Rovers.  
At first there were signs of unfamiliarity and fallibility. Ablett was dispossessed on 
the halfway line and a side more potent than Charlton would have profited. 
Instead, Peake overhit a through pass to the lively Williams. Grobbelaar showed 
his agility in turning aside a shot from Caton, but was fortunate to be awarded a 
free-kick after he had missed Humphrey's cross, which Minto headed against a 
post.  
Then Rosenthal, with Barnes a delight alongside him, took over. After 25 minutes 
he skipped past Caton and Humphrey and drove home a right-footed shot. After 
50 minutes came his second, when he fastened on to Staunton's through ball, 
outpaced Caton and drilled another powerful shot, this time left-footed and on 
the left side, into the roof of Bolder's net.  
By now it was business as usual for Liverpool. The 26-year-old Israeli international 
might have had his hat-trick before the 64th minute, but when it came it was 
worth waiting for. He put Barnes clear on the left before nodding home the 
precise return cross: right, left and head, the classic hat-trick.  
Thereafter he might have finished with six, but Barnes, whose subtlety 
complemented Rosenthal's more explosive qualities, ended the evening in fitting 
fashion by curling home a clever low shot four minutes from time. Dalglish, who 
called it 'an outstanding performance when you consider everything that went 
before the game', will have selection problems before next Wednesday's televised 
contest at Arsenal.  
Charlton Athletic: Bolder; Humphrey, Reid, Peake, McLaughlin, Caton, Lee, Jones 
(Achampong, h-t), Williams, Minto, Mortimer.  
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Venison (Molby, 75min), Burrows, Ablett, Whelan, Hansen, 
Staunton, Tanner, Rosenthal, Barnes, McMahon (Marsh, 78).  
Referee: D Axcell (Southend). 

 


