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Liverpool's eightsome reel 
Liverpool 8 Swansea City 0  
Liverpool took advantage of uncommon generosity on the part of the Swansea 
City defence at Anfield last night and moved effortlessly into the next round of 
the FA Cup with their biggest win in the competition.  
The third division side proffered only token resistance as the holders of the trophy 
underlined their superiority en route to a fourth round tie at either Exeter City or 
Norwich City.  
After establishing a five-goal advantage by the 53rd minute, Liverpool proceeded 
to rub it in against hapless opponents with further goals by Rush (two) and Nicol 
in the game's final 13 minutes.  
An evening of splendid entertainment was, however, tarnished to some extent by 
two incidents in the second half when Swansea supporters breached a police 
cordon to run out onto the pitch.  
They were condemned by Doug Sharpe, the Swansea chairman, who said: ``A few 
mindless idiots tried to spoil things and, to some extent, they took the gloss off 
what was a big occasion for our club.''  
Liverpool, perhaps annoyed by their failure to win the tie at the first attempt, 
produced such relentless pressure that it was inevitable that Swansea's defensive 
flaws would be exposed and then exploited, despite the calming influence exerted 
by Melville, a young centre back.  
Liverpool do sometimes present a strangely vulnerable target in the early rounds, 
if only because they occasionally find it difficult to match the enthusiasm of lower 
division sides.  
However, with Swansea content to defend and Liverpool in such an ebullient 
mood, the chances of an upset were soon put into perspective.  
Bracey, the Swansea goalkeeper, who performed so admirably last Saturday- did, 
in truth, deal comfortably with Liverpool's early efforts but he was helpless to 
stop the home side building up a commanding advantage before the interval.  
Liverpool opened the scoring after 22 minutes when Barnes, at the far post, 
turned in a Staunton cross and 17 minutes later Whelan scored a goal of equal 
simplicity when he drove home a Beardsley corner from 12 yards. Two minutes 
before the half-time whistle, Barnes swept home a McMahon cross as the 
defenders retreated before him.  
With their will to resist fast fading and their rearguard totally unable to cope with 
the pace of Barnes and Rush, Swansea crumbled even more in the second half.  
Beardsley and McMahon were unfortunate to see accurate drives deflected wide 
of the target before Rush extended Liverpool's advantage in the 52nd minute 
when he turned home a Staunton corner which had been flicked on by Hysen.  
Before another 30 seconds had elapsed Beardsley had collected a loose ball 
midway in the Swansea half and evaded the desperate lunges of three defenders 
before finishing perfectly.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobelaar; G Hysen, B Venison, S Nicol, R Whelan, A Hansen, P 
Beardsley, S Staunton, I Rush, J Barnes, S McMahon.  
SWANSEA CITY: L Bracey; D Trick (sub: T Hutchison), C Coleman, A Melville, K 
Walker, S Thornber, M Harris, A Curtis (sub: R James), J Hughes, P Chalmers, A 
Legg.  
Referee: A Gunn. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


