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Newcastle win gives McFaul an added cause for celebration 
Liverpool 1 Newcastle United 2  
As Willie McFaul, the Newcastle United manager, celebrated his 45th birthday en 
route to Anfield on Saturday he must have been fully aware that after only five 
weeks of the season his powers of leadership and motivation were already being 
called into question.  
After a poor run of League results, compounded by a Littlewoods Cup defeat away 
to Sheffield United, McFaul's future at St James' Park was looking increasingly 
uncertain.  
By the time he was making his way back to Newcastle, however, much of that 
uncertainty had been removed. His side had achieved one of the most improbable 
results of the season, inflicting on Liverpool their first home defeat for 18 months.  
McFaul, who had referred to his players as ``worse than rubbish'' after the defeat 
at Sheffield, was now able to take a rather more generous view of them. ``I am so 
proud of them today,'' he said. ``They all battled magnificently throughout and 
couldn't have worked harder. This is a smashing birthday present.''  
While Newcastle possibly deserved to win if only for a display of great courage, 
they were fortunate in so much as they caught Liverpool on a day when they were 
severely weakened by injury and distinctly off form.  
Impotent in attack, where Aldridge and Rush who had come on as substitute 
squandered a dozen chances between them, and ineffectual in midfield, the 
champions, for once, flattered to deceive.  
Gillespie headed Liverpool in front after just three minutes but that was the 
highlight of a disjointed performance. Hendrie scored his first goal for Newcastle 
since his transfer from Bradford City to level affairs on the half hour and it was left 
to Mirandinha to tie up the loose ends seven minutes from the end when he 
coolly converted a penalty which had been awarded by a linesman for a Gillespie 
push on Hendrie.  
Kenny Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, was right when he said afterwards that his 
players had contributed in no small way to their own downfall. Talking of his side 
in unusually critical terms, he said: ``We have been a bit more accurate away from 
home than we have here. It is two games running now that Gary Gillespie has 
scored for us, which is fine, but at the end of the day it's time we got some goals 
from players a bit further forward.  
``It's not because they haven't been presented with the chances that they haven't 
done it. It is down to themselves.''  
LIVERPOOL: M Hooper; G Gillespie, G Ablett, S Nicol, R Whelan, N Spackman, P 
Beardsley, J Aldridge, R Houghton, J Molby, S Staunton (sub: I Rush).  
NEWCASTLE UNITED: D Beasant; J Anderson, K Wharton, D McCreery, K Scott, A 
Thorn, J Hendrie, D Jackson, Mirandinha, M O'Neill (sub: J Robertson), P 
Stephenson.  
Referee: M Peck.  
 
 

 

 


