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Walsall so near to bridging the status gap at Anfield 
Liverpool 1 Walsall 0  
Walsall carried the standard of the second division into the home of English 
football's most respected side last night and emerged with pride and dignity 
intact.  
An intriguing confrontation of two quite contrasting styles was decided by a 
solitary goal and while Liverpool will remain the firm favourites to move forward 
into the third round of the Littlewoods Cup the return leg at Fellows Park in a 
fortnight's time should prove to be a good deal more tense an affair than was first 
envisaged.  
Walsall embarked on what many would regard as an unenviable adventure with a 
degree of confidence. The reason for an optimistic outlook was their performance 
on the same ground in 1984 which earned them a draw at the semi-final stage of 
the same competition before succumbing in the second leg.  
Liverpool, lacking six recognized first-team players but, benefiting from the return 
of Rush, looked uncomfortable when confronted by a distinctly makeshift 
defence.  
Having seemingly adopted the commendable attitude that it is better to die on 
your feet rather than live on your knees Walsall, with scant regard for their 
opponent's reputation, attacked whenever possible.  
With defenders Shakespeare and Forbes willing to add weight to any forward 
thrust the game was evenly balanced for long spells and but for over enthusiasm 
and basic inexperience when the half-chance did materialize, Walsall could have 
further subdued the home support.  
They most certainly did not look like a side currently lying in fifteenth place in the 
second division.  
But if Liverpool's defence gave the impression of being smitten with lethargy their 
forward line looked a good deal more impressive where Aldridge in particular 
excelled.  
Walsall's stout resistance was abruptly ended as half-time beckoned when 
Gillespie, having picked up a loose ball some 30 yards from goal, raced forward to 
chip delightfully over Barber.  
The disappointment of losing a goal at such a crucial stage had a demoralising 
effect on the visitors and they were fortunate that Liverpool did not extend their 
advantage in the opening minutes of a second half which was played out in an 
increasingly volatile wind.  
Rush and Houghton both went close, the latter striking the angle of post and 
crossbar with a shot of immense power.  
Strangley the appearance of Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, as a substitute in the 
65th minute served only to inspire Walsall who raised their game sufficiently to 
provoke more moments of hesitancy in the home defence.  
LIVERPOOL: M Hooper; G Gillespie, G Ablett, S Nicol, R Whelan, J Molby, P 
Beardsley, J Aldridge (sub: K Dalglish), I Rush, R Houghton, S Staunton (sub: K 
MacDonald).  
WALSALL: F Barber; M Taylor, K Mower, C Shakespeare, G Forbes, P Hart, P 
Hawker, K Birchin, A Taylor, H Pritchard, W Naughton.  
Referee: F Roberts.  
 
 
 

 

 


