
 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  18 April 1987 
Opposition:  Nottingham Forest 
Competition:  League 

18 A
p

ril 1987
 

 M
arch

 198
7

 

 

 

 

 

Times 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 
  

Liverpool regain composure but mantle is slipping 
Liverpool .............. 3 Nottingham Forest ...... 0  
Liverpool maintained an increasingly tenuous hold on the League title with a 
victory at Anfield on Saturday as comfortable as the scoreline suggests. But there 
is a growing feeling within the club that even victory in next weekend's 
Merseyside derby will not be enough to stop neighbours Everton taking on the 
mantle of champions.  
Having lost their previous four games, Liverpool were back to something 
approaching their belst against a lively but ultimately ineffectual Forest side. 
Forest, in the midst of a major and prolonged rebuilding programme, played their 
part in an absorbing if error-strewn game but were once again found to be lacking 
in character and self-belief.  
It was somewhat ironic that Forest should have gone so close to a genuine hiding 
because in Metgod, their Dutch midfield players with the vision of a dozen lesser 
men, they had arguably the game's most influential player. His only rival in the 
excellence stakes was Ablett, the Liverpool defender who was making his senior 
home debut.  
For one so young, Ablett produced a quite memorable display. He carried out his 
defensive duties with elegant poised and underlined his rich potential by scoring 
Liverpool's third goal after 68 minutes with a quite delightful volley.  
But the destiny of the points had been settled long before that goal as Liverpool, 
in the time-honoured manner, wore down the resistance of a stubborn 
opposition. They spurned several inviting opportunities to ease in front before 
Dalglish calmly steered home from the edge of the penalty area in the thirty 
fourth minute.  
Any hopes Forest may have harboured of staging a recovery were dashed six 
minutes after the interval when Whelan superbly drove home a well-directed 
Ablett cross.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Gillespie, B Vension, G Ablett, R Whelan, A Hansen, K 
Dalglish, C Johnston, I Rush, P Walsh, S McMahon.  
NOTTINGHAM FOREST: S Sutton; G Flemming, S Pearce, D Walker, C Foster, I 
Bowyer, F Carr, J Metgod, N Clough, P Wilkinson, B Rice.  
Referee: M Peck.  
 

 

 

 


