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Dalglish angry at Luton replay 
Liverpool ...........0 Luton Town ..........0  
A defensive performance rich in commitment earned Luton an FA Cup third-round 
draw at Anfield last night, and committed Liverpool to their fourth game in eight 
days with tomorrow night's second replay at Kenilworth Road.  
However, Kenny Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, was angry over Luton's refusal 
to agree to a neutral ground for the replay, which led to a coin being tossed for 
the venue. Dalglish said after the match: 'If they are asked to agree to a neutral 
venue, and then they refuse there is nothing we can do about it. It's the fans who 
lose out again - it's nice to see the FA taking the supporters into consideration. '  
Luton's captain, Steve Foster, commented: 'Now it's back to the plastic. We know 
it's not their favourite ground. This result proved we are up where we are because 
we deserve to be - and not because of our plastic pitch. '  
The undercurrent of bitterness surrounding the postponement of the original 
replay, when Luton could not make the trip north in the snow, spilled over in a 
bruising opening spell during which Hansen, the Liverpool captain, sustained a 
gashed head in a collision with Newell, and Rush was caught from behind by 
Foster's tackle.  
With the tone set, Alan Gunn, the referee, was forced to lecture players from 
both sides - notably Molby and Newell - as the vendetta threatened to escalate.  
Fortunately it did not, and it was Liverpool who began to take command. 
However, six minutes into the second half, Johnston was booked for dissent as 
frustration crept into Liverpool's game, but they almost took the lead after 54 
minutes when Wark arrived late at the far post, only to see his header pass wide.  
Nicholas was next to go into the referee's book, but as Luton came more into the 
contest Liverpool hit back with a wave of pressure which Luton were lucky to 
survive. Rush had the best chance of the game with the goal at his mercy after 
Sealey had blocked Wark's run, but the Welsh international steered his shot wide. 
As the pressure increased, Stein became the third player to be booked, and the 
match headed for extra time.  
Despite incessant attacking, Liverpool could not penetrate a Luton rearguard 
marshalled magnificently by Foster and Donaghy.  
LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar: G Gillespie, B Venison, M Lawrenson, R Whelan, A 
Hansen, P Walsh, C Johnston, I Rush, J Molby, J Wark.  
LUTON TOWN: L Sealey; T Breacker, R Johnson, P Nicholas, S Foster, M Donaghy, 
R Hill, B Stein, M Newell, M Harford, A Grimes. Referee: A Gunn. 
 

 

 

 


