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Firmino proves value in Liverpool rout 
Liverpool 5 Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, 66, Alexander-Arnold 65, Oxlade-Chamberlain 
82 Swansea City 0 Referee K Friend Attendance 52,850 
There will come a time and game when Roberto Firmino is granted the chance to 
sniff out his first Liverpool hat-trick but, for now, he is too important for Jurgen 
Klopp to allow him to indulge in such pursuits. No sooner had the Brazilian 
claimed his second goal of what had become a horribly one-sided contest than he 
peered over to the touchline to see the fourth official holding aloft a neon 
number nine. It has become a familiar sight this season, but says everything about 
how Firmino is perceived by the Liverpool manager that his fitness is cherished 
almost as much as his defining contributions. Swansea may have been belatedly 
spared chasing his shadow for the final 22 minutes but Leicester City, who arrive 
here on Saturday, will realise there is now little chance of him being rested 
despite the heavy Christmas schedule. Firmino has moved on to 16 goals for the 
season almost unnoticed given how Mohamed Salah has blazed a trail, but while 
Anfield drooled over Philippe Coutinho's latest shooting masterclass, which had 
brought an early breakthrough, Klopp could arguably derive greater aesthetic 
pleasure from his compatriot's display in a victory that propelled his team back 
into the top four. What Leon Britton, the caretaker Swansea City manager, would 
have given for the chance to debate which of his players had been more effective. 
Only three clubs (West Bromwich Albion, Sunderland and Leicester City) have 
ever survived relegation from the Premier League when being bottom on 
Christmas Day and the manner in which the visitors collapsed in the second half 
does not bode well for boosting that tally and earned them a withering rebuke 
from their stand-in boss. When Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain delicately found the top 
corner with a lob in the 82nd minute, the moment came after Swansea had failed 
to clear on numerous occasions to underline the schoolboy nature of their 
defending. Britton will know they were fortunate to concede just five. 
A slither of consolation will come in the reality that his next game, presuming a 
permanent successor to Paul Clement is not appointed in the meantime, is against 
Watford, whose threat is not quite as rampant as that which he encountered 
here. Liverpool seized the initiative in the sixth minute with the 250th goal of 
Klopp's reign -- in the 128th match -- and the majesty of Coutinho's curling strike 
from outside the penalty area was a delight as he arced his effort around Federico 
Fernandez and inside Lukasz Fabianski's post. 
Coutinho's first Liverpool goal came in a 5-0 victory over Swansea in February 
2013 and, on his 200th appearance for the club, he registered strike number 54. 
Of those, 37 have come in 88 games under Klopp and it is the increase in his 
scoring output which has captured Barcelona's attention. 
Whatever happens next month, if Coutinho stays or goes, he would have to 
concede he is working under a manager who has unlocked his true potential. 
There had been a hint of controversy in the build-up as Jordan Ayew rode a tackle 
from Emre Can and then crashed to the turf with Firmino snapping at his heels. 
Had the referee Kevin Friend awarded a free kick it would hardly have been a 
surprise, but the official played on and Liverpool needed no more invitation. 
Yet that is what Firmino gives this team: an unstinting work ethic and, 
increasingly, a cutting edge. His first goal came in the 52nd minute when he gave 
Fernandez the slip and Ayew simply looked on, allowing him to reach Coutinho's 
pinpoint free kick and sidefoot home from inside the six-yard box. In an instant, 
any hope Britton had that his players may somehow pilfer a point was snuffed 
out. Swansea's 3-2 victory at Anfield last season had provided a platform for an 
act of escapology. Clement's departure last week is one thing but more significant 
is that the goalscorers from that day, Fernando Llorente and Gylfi Sigurdsson, 
have left as well and those who remain have now plundered just 11 goals in 20 
games. New blood is desperately required in the transfer window, but whether 
they can persuade anyone of any quality to sign feels an onerous task. 
It was not until the substitute Tammy Abraham flicked a header goalwards with 
the final attack of the match that Simon Mignolet in the Liverpool goal was forced 
to make a real save. By then, it had become a question of how wide the margin of 
victory would be. The excellent Trent Alexander-Arnold lashed home his first 
league goal -- and celebrated as such -- when pouncing on Alfie Mawson's headed 
clearance to an Andrew Robertson cross and forcing his way past the hapless 
Ayew. A ferocious right-foot shot gave Fabianski no chance and was met with 
special acclaim. "It's fantastic," Klopp said. "His mother told me last week that on 
Boxing Day the whole part of the family from America would be there. I asked, 'Is 
that an order for him to be in the line-up?' " Seconds later, in the 66th minute, 
Firmino claimed his second. Leroy Fer passed straight to Salah and he surged into 
the penalty area and squared a pass for his team-mate to tap into an unguarded 
net. The rout was completed when Oxlade-Chamberlain profited from the sort of 
defending that summed up Swansea's tailspin, although by then the attention 
of Liverpool -- and Firmino -- had moved on to the next target. 
RATINGS Liverpool (4-3-3): S Mignolet 7 -- T Alexander-Arnold 8, J Matip 7, R 
Klavan 7, A Robertson 7 (sub: J Milner 75min) -- A Oxlade-Chamberlain 7, E Can 6, 
G Wijnaldum 6 -- M Salah 7 (sub: A Lallana 68, 6), R Firmino 8 (sub: D Solanke 68, 
6), P Coutinho 8. Substitutes not used L Karius, D Lovren, J Gomez, S Mane. 
Swansea City (4-5-1): L Fabianski 7 -- K Naughton 5, F Fernandez 5, A Mawson 5, 
M Olsson 5 -- W Routledge 5, L Fer 5 (sub: R Sanches 78), R Mesa 5, T Carroll 5, J 
Ayew 4 -- O McBurnie 6 (sub: T Abraham 62, 5). Substitutes not used K Nordfeldt, 
M Van der Hoorn, A Rangel, N Dyer, S Clucas. Booked Olsson. 

 
Roberto Firmino double leads Liverpool’s rout of sorry Swansea 
There are few more damning indictments of a club on a downward spiral than a 
caretaker manager accusing his team of being unprofessional. Leon Britton took 
that drastic step at Anfield and no one representing Swansea City could complain. 
No fight, no heart and precious little quality; this was a performance that 
deserved damnation. 
Liverpool were irrepressible in the second half with Philippe Coutinho 
orchestrating a rout, Roberto Firmino scoring twice and Mohamed Salah cutting 
at Swansea’s fragile confidence as Jürgen Klopp’s team made it 12 goals in three 
league games. The extent of the visitors’ collapse was embarrassing, however. 
Huw Jenkins, the Swansea chairman, slumped lower and lower in his padded seat 
in the Anfield directors’ box as the goals rained down and the importance of 
appointing a miracle-worker to succeed Paul Clement became increasingly 
apparent. 
Swansea have spent the past three Christmases in the relegation zone but their 
prospects of repeating previous escapes to 12th and 15th in the Premier League 
appear non-existent on current form. 
Britton has made it clear he is not interested in the Swansea job on a full-time 
basis at present and given the error-strewn display at Anfield, where Jordan Ayew 
and Leroy Fer resembled bystanders to the onslaught, it is no wonder. 
“The first half was not too bad after going a goal down and the players grew in 
confidence,” said the midfielder, who expects to remain in charge for the trip to 
Watford on Saturday. “But after we conceded the second goal all belief and 
confidence drained from the players. 
“We made a lot of basic errors – setting up at set pieces, clearances, misplaced 
passes – and when you make those mistakes against a team of Liverpool’s quality 
you’ve no chance. 
“They were basic errors you expect to see at academy level,” Britton said. “At the 
same time, even when you are in a difficult situation you have to remain focused, 
stay professional and do the right things. I have to be honest, I didn’t see that 
from all the players.” 
Liverpool appeared set for a comfortable home win as soon as Coutinho gave 
them the lead with six minutes gone. Several Liverpool goals stemmed from 
errors by the visitors and the breakthrough set the tone, with Ayew tumbling too 
easily under pressure from Firmino to concede possession cheaply inside the 
Swansea half. His team paid a swift and heavy price. 
Firmino sprayed the ball out wide to Salah, who switched the play immediately 
with a first-time pass to Coutinho on the left. Liverpool’s captain for the day had 
several Swansea defenders for company but a player of his talent requires just the 
fraction of space to make a difference. From 20 yards he curled an exquisite finish 
around his marker and just inside Lukasz Fabianski’s left-hand post. The Swansea 
goalkeeper barely moved, such was the power and precision of Coutinho’s 12th 
goal of the season. 
The expected procession towards victory did not materialise until after the 
interval. Klopp claimed: “Our timing was not good and our formation not good in 
the first half so we were always a bit too late and that allowed Swansea to play. 
But even then we had enough chances to have scored two or three goals.” 
Once Liverpool emerged for the second half with greater urgency and aggression, 
however, Swansea simply wilted and the contest was quickly over. Coutinho 
supplied the second with a free-kick that caused a collective seizure in the 
Swansea rearguard. Firmino pulled away from Federico Fernández as the ball 
sailed towards the back post. Ayew stood and watched the danger unfold, not for 
the only time in the game, and Liverpool’s No9 guided a simple volley home from 
close range. 
Another Coutinho free-kick, cleverly cut square behind a crowded penalty area, 
almost presented Salah with the third but Liverpool did not have to wait long to 
extend their lead. The Brazilian was again involved, releasing Andrew Robertson 
on the left after an intricate show of skill, and one full-back assisted the other as 
the Scot’s cross was headed out to Trent Alexander-Arnold by Alfie Mawson. The 
header could have been won by Ayew but Alexander-Arnold wanted it more and 
beat the dawdling midfielder before driving an unstoppable finish in off the 
underside of Fabianski’s bar. 
The fourth goal arrived within two minutes following an appalling mistake by the 
dreadful Fer. Mawson attempted to break out of his own half and found Fer, who 
responded with a pass backwards and straight to Salah. The Egypt international 
sprinted clear after that invitation and squared for Firmino to tap into an 
unguarded Swansea goal. 
The rout was completed by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain after Ayew, predictably by 
now, failed to react to the threat inside his own penalty area. Oxlade-Chamberlain 
beat the winger once to play the ball out to Alexander-Arnold, and for a second 
time when the defender’s cross rebounded off Martin Olsson. The former Arsenal 
midfielder controlled the loose ball expertly before lofting a lovely finish over 
Fabianski and into the far corner of a battered Swansea goal. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/swansea
https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
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Forget the Fab Four now it's the FAMOUS FIVE 
LIVERPOOL Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, 66 Alexander-Arnold 65 Oxlade-Chamberlain 
82 5 SWANSEA 0 
BY THE time of the fifth goal, they had almost lost the urge to celebrate. It is said 
there are no routine Premier League games but here was evidence to prove 
otherwise. Liverpool versus Swansea wasn't a contest, it was 90 minutes of hook-
a-duck, the fairground attraction that sees you collect a prize every time. It is 
impossible to fail at and Swansea were so appalling that it was impossible 
for Liverpool not to win. Scoring five unanswered goals should go down as a 
noteworthy feat but the fact of the matter was that Liverpool did not need to be 
anywhere near their scintillating best to eviscerate spineless opponents who are 
plunging towards the Championship. The Fab Four of Mohamed Salah, Sadio 
Mane, Roberto Firmino and Philippe Coutinho have dazzled for Liverpool in recent 
weeks. Here Jurgen Klopp saw Coutinho, Firmino (two), Trent Alexander-Arnold 
and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain consolidate Liverpool's place in the top four but the 
fact that Liverpool's manager was very critical of his team's opening 45 minutes 
indicates what level they were at. 
His criticisms, however, were a shadow of the cutting words that Leon Britton -
who has been given the onerous task of guiding Swansea through this period of 
deep uncertainty -used to describe a performance that bordered on the 
shambolic. 'We made a lot of mistakes, some really basic errors,' said Britton. 
'Against a side with the quality of Liverpool, you are going to be punished. At a 
place like this, you need a seven or eight out of 10 level of performance from 
everyone to get any sort of result. 'But when you are making mistakes that are at 
academy level, they are going to punish you. We have all been in situations when 
you face difficulty but you have to remain focused and be professional. To be 
honest, I didn't see that out there at times.' Britton could have gone further and 
named names. He was livid, as were the hardy souls who made the 350-mile 
round trip from South Wales for the inconvenient kick-off time, but you could 
only wonder how much it hurt some of those who were on the pitch. 
Presented with such an opportunity, Liverpool were never going to need a second 
invitation. They had the lead after six minutes after Jordan Ayew made the first of 
what would be a catalogue of mistakes, allowing Firmino to mug him and set up 
Coutinho via a pass from Salah. Coutinho's first Liverpool goal had come against 
Swansea in February 2013 and it was appropriate, on what was his 200th 
appearance for the club in all competitions, that he should mark the occasion with 
a moment of majesty, whipping a 20-yard drive past Lukasz Fabianski. It should 
have been a goal to open the floodgates but Liverpool did not seem in a hurry to 
capitalise. 
There were a few half chances but there was a lethargy to Liverpool's play. Were 
they finding it too easy? It seemed that way. Firmino should have wrapped the 
three points up on the stroke of half-time but after streaking clear he shot wide. 
'Even in a not really good first half, we had enough chances to score two or three 
goals,' said Klopp. That should be enough.' No matter. Within five minutes of the 
restart, Firmino atoned, timing his run to perfection to reach Coutinho's inviting 
freekick and plant a side-footed volley beyond Fabianksi. It killed the game and 
what remained of Swansea' s spirit. 
Firmino was electric. He gets criticised for not scoring enough but he has nine in 
his last nine games and the relentless running he does is crucial to Liverpool's 
game plan. 
'I appreciate Roberto's effort and performance always,' said Klopp. 'I'm happy that 
he scored twice but I could not say how many he has scored so far in the season 
because I feel he is always involved and always in and around the dangerous 
situations for the opponents. 
'In the first half he was right full back, he was left full back, he was everywhere. At 
the end he scored two goals so that's nice.' Soon the goals were arriving at regular 
intervals, with Alexander-Arnold thrashing in a wonderful third, Firmino tapping in 
the fourth and Oxlade-Chamberlain ending the rout in the 82nd minute. 
Rather than immerse himself in what should have been a moment to remember -
his first strike at Anfield -Oxlade-Chamberlain seemed embarrassed. It had 
become too easy. For that Swansea's players should be ashamed. Britton's 
emotions were clear. He does not want the job fulltime and who can blame him? 
'I haven't spoken to the chairman since Christmas Eve,' said Britton. 'As far as I am 
aware I will be in charge for training tomorrow and for the Watford game.' 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Mignolet 7; Alexander-Arnold 8, Matip 6.5, Klavan 6.5, 
Robertson 7 (Milner 75min, 6); Oxlade-Chamberlain 7, Can 6.5, Wijnaldum 6.5; 
Salah 7.5 (Lallana 68, 6), FIRMINO 8.5 (Solanke 68, 6), Coutinho 8. Subs not used: 
Karius, Lovren, Gomez, Mane. 
Scorers: Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, 66, Alexander-Arnold 65, Oxlade-Chamberlain 82. 
Booked: None. 
Manager: Jurgen Klopp 8. SWANSEA CITY (4-5-1): Fabianski 6; Naughton 5, 
Fernandez 4, Mawson 5, Olsson 4; Routledge 4, Fer 4 (Sanches 78), Mesa 4, 
Carroll 4.5, Ayew 4; McBurnie 5.5 (Abraham 62, 5). Subs not used: Nordfeldt, Van 
der Hoorn, Rangel, Dyer, Clucas. Booked: Olsson. 
Manager: Leon Britton 7. Referee: Kevin Friend 7. Attendance: 52,850. 
 

 
Firmino the facilitator as Liverpool go on rampage 
Liverpool 5 Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, 66, Alexander-Arnold 65, Oxlade-Chamberlain 
82 Swansea City 0 Att: 52,850 Ask Jurgen Klopp about his irreplaceable Brazilian 
and the Liverpool manager might ask: "Which one?" While Philippe Coutinho's 
value swells in a season of personal excellence, Roberto Firmino may be the most 
underrated player beyond Merseyside. His application enables others to shine. He 
is the facilitator. 
Firmino took his goal tally for the season to 16 as Liverpool exposed and 
humiliated managerless, insipid and increasingly doomed Swansea, to close the 
gap to Manchester United in the race for the also-ran title. When he was 
substituted alongside Mo Salah - denied the chance to chase his first hattrick for 
the club so as to be rested for the fixtures to come - it was another sign of the 
esteem in which he is held by Klopp. 
Liverpool may eventually be forced to imagine a post-Coutinho era. If so, 
Firmino's ability to get the most from those around him may make it more 
tolerable. 
"I appreciate Roberto's effort and performances always," said Klopp. "I could not 
say how many he has scored because he is always involved in dangerous 
situations. You could see he wasn't the happiest in the stadium when I took him 
off. 
"But I have to stay serious and reasonable because there are a lot of games to 
come." 
Coutinho was also superb. It is to his credit the sulking of last summer has been 
banished by performances to enhance his reputation. Whether he is still on 
Merseyside for a few more weeks or months - the January window is sure to be 
another chore - he is ensuring the long goodbye is full of memorable farewell 
gifts. He scored the first goal, created a couple more and had Swansea defenders 
begging for mercy as full time approached. 
Should his move to Barcelona ever materialise, he will leave with goodwill rather 
than rancour, this display demonstrating why he is in such demand and how much 
he will be missed. 
There was no danger of the defensive calamities suffered at Arsenal and 
elsewhere here, particularly as the Brazilians found top gear in scintillating bursts. 
They looked like they could score at will in the second half. If they ever weld 
solidity with flamboyance, Manchester City will have a rival. They have already 
scored 254 goals in the Klopp era. 
They win plenty, lose few but draw far too many - the majority this season 
undeserved. 
The weekly obsession with their defence is understandable, but it may also mean 
this side are underappreciated - or certainly Klopp's work in a still relatively short 
period is. There is far more right than wrong here, even if at least 10 points have 
been chucked away in the first half of the campaign. 
Swansea arrived as one of those sides to have benefited previously 
from Liverpool carelessness. 
Leon Britton, in temporary charge, hoped to repeat the feat of Paul Clement in 
making Anfield the starting point of a revival. Instead, they need urgent action. 
Despite a tidy period for 20 minutes before half-time, their physical and 
psychological collapse was alarming. Bottom of the Premier League is no false 
position. 
Britton must have sensed what was coming when his side conceded after six 
minutes. 
Jordan Ayew lost balance in midfield, Firmino stole possession in what is a 
trademark counter-press, fed Salah who served Coutinho on the edge of the 
penalty area. Coutinho duly dispatched his 11th goal of the season. 
The procession took a while to get going, although the lead should have been 
extended before the interval, Firmino twice striking wide - an injury-time effort 
when he had time to pick his spot especially wasteful. But he made amends to 
volley past Fabianski after another perfect Coutinho delivery on 52 minutes, and 
the away side's efforts at damage limitation were doomed. 
The third on 65 minutes followed more Coutinho magic on the left wing, juggling 
the ball before crossing where Trent Alexander-Arnold benefited from hesitation, 
picking out the top corner from just inside the penalty area and with the help of 
the underside of the crossbar. 
Firmino tapped in the fourth a minute later after Salah's unselfish pass and it was 
all too easy as Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain lobbed in the fifth eight minutes from 
time. 
"All belief and confidence just drained from the players," said Britton. "We made 
basic mistakes and against a team of Liverpool's quality, you get punished. When 
you have errors you would get in academy football they are going to punish you." 
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Coutinho shines brightest in rout of Swansea 
A night where Philippe Coutinho illustrated why Barcelona are still determined to 
sign him and ultimately, why Liverpool must be as resilient as they were in the 
summer in order to stop them if they really want to continue progressing nicely 
and remind the world this is a club serious about collecting silverware. 
Under the lights at Anfield, Coutinho offered stellar quality, scoring the game's 
opening goal early on before supplying a second for Roberto Firmino. Coutinho 
was on a different level. Barcelona are briefing they want to pay less but surely his 
value goes up after these type of performances. It was certainly another occasion 
that reminds he is ready to play for a team that wins trophies. 
This was his 200th appearance for Liverpool. He has lived on Merseyside long 
enough to expect at least one. He has gone close. He has played with some 
supremely talented teammates. But something has always been missing. When a 
theme keeps repeating itself and it is not your fault, it must be frustrating -- 
especially if you are supremely talented and approaching your peak. He would 
improve himself at Barcelona. He would improve Barcelona. Can Liverpool's 
steady development accelerate to the point where it matches the ambition of 
their best players? 
There were the typical flashes that make this Liverpool side appear so irresistible 
and it was a scoreline that reflected their ease. Swansea survived until minute 
five. Jordan Ayew was partly responsible because he took the risk of dribbling 
across the pitch from left to centre, falling under a limited amount of pressure. 
Seconds later Liverpool were ahead. Firmino did the donkey work, the pass from 
Mohamed Salah to Coutinho was fired in, and the subsequent shot from 25 yards 
flew past a motionless Lukasz Fabianski. Glorious. 
Swansea had come to defend. Falling behind so early did not alter their game plan 
at all initially. Leon Britton, their caretaker manager, had clearly instructed his 
five-man midfield to maintain its shape at all times. This meant Oliver McBurnie, 
the lone centre-forward, was isolated to the point where he might need a 
psychological assessment to establish the impact of his loneliness. It was a bad 
night for Britton. Swansea need to find the right manager quickly if they are to be 
saved from relegation. 
For Liverpool, Joel Matip nor Ragnar Klavan were under pressure when in 
possession. Another one of those recurring themes. Because neither possess the 
ball-playing abilities to pass their way out of defence or spring forward and make 
opposition midfields think twice about what they are doing, it can sometimes 
make Liverpool quite predictable to play against. When Emre Can is in front of 
them, the speed of Liverpool's defensive operation can become irritatingly 
slow. Liverpool were in control here but lacking in aggression and this increased 
the amount of nervousness inside Anfield as half time approached. 
Having drawn with Everton and Arsenal in the last two weeks when a result in 
their favour should have been settled before recoveries were afforded, Firmino 
could have done with finishing off his chance shortly before the break when 
released by Salah but instead, he decided to try and beat Federico Fernandez 
again and the shot that followed was screwed wide. 
There would be another opportunity for Liverpool through Salah before Firmino 
finally increased the lead. Coutinho's right boot was again the origin, his scooped 
free-kick finding his compatriot at the back post all alone. Firmino would end up 
scoring twice after an unselfish assist from Salah while Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
would later make it 5-0, but before that there was another moment to cherish 
and this time it did not seriously involve Coutinho. 
It ended with Trent Alexander-Arnold lashing a half volley past Fabianski. The 
teenage right back has been compared to Steven Gerrard because he is local, he 
has already made it his public mission statement to become Liverpool's captain 
and he has the technical ability that makes him a dangerous crosser. Here, he 
celebrated like Gerrard sliding on his knees in front of the Kop. 
Teams 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet; Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Klavan, Robertson (Milner 
75); Oxlade-Chamberlain, Can, Wijnaldum; Salah (Lallana 68), Firmino (Solanke 
68), Coutinho. Subs not used: Karius, Lovren, Gomez, Mane. 
Swansea City (4-3-3): Fabianski; Naughton, Fernandez, Mawson, Olsson; Carroll, 
Mesa, Fer (Sanches 77); Routledge, McBurnie (Abraham 62), Ayew. Subs not used: 
Nordfeldt, van der Hoorn, Rangel, Dyer, Clucas. 
 

 
5-0? THAT'S NOT MUCH KOP, LADS; Jurgen unimpressed with big win 
LIVERPOOL 5 Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, 66 Alexander-Arnold 65, Oxlade-
Chamberlain 82 
SWANSEA CITY 0 
IT IS not often you get agreement between the manager and players of a side who 
have just won 5-0 that they need to do better. 
Yet those are the standards Jurgen Klopp has now set. Liverpool did well enough 
as Swansea imploded in the second half, yet until then the game rarely felt 
warmer than a frozen turkey. 
"You look at the scoreline and think it must have been easy, that we did really 
good, but we didn't. It wasn't it wasn't easy," complained Klopp afterwards. 
"It wasn't perfect, not good first half and we few problems. But we in the second 
and really work hard for the victory." 
Klopp was right to be unimpressed. Only a brilliant Philippe Coutinho goal lit up 
the first half and Liverpool could have been in real trouble had they not faced 
opponents whose own temporary manager admitted were simply notoaliverpool 
al troud opown adot professional enough. 
"At a place like this you need a seven to eight out of 10 performance from 
everyone to get any sort of result, but when you are making basic mistakes that 
are at academy level, then they are going to punish you," said caretaker Leon 
Britton. 
"We have all been in situations and you must focused, be professional. And I 
didn't see that out there at times. After we conceded the second goal all belief 
and confidence drained from the players." That moment opened the floodgates 
with two goals from Roberto Firmino and firsts for Trent Alexander-Arnold and 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
The near impossible job facing the next Swansea manager was summed up by the 
fifth goal, As Alexander-Arnold tried to work an opening on the right, three 
defenders stood and watched, then allowed Oxlade-Chamberlain to muscle his 
way on to the blocked ball and volley it into the roof of the net. 
There was no fight, just acceptance. It was a goal to give any potential new boss a 
chill down the spine - and second thoughts. It took a sublime goal from the 
supreme Coutinho to break the first-half ice. 
As Firmino stole the ball, Jordan Ayew went down far too easily, to allow the 
Brazilian to feed Salah, who fizzed a pass into Coutinho and a whipped, curling 
shot did the rest. 
Perhaps Liverpool knew that was enough against a side who did not remotely look 
like scoring, with the willing but inexperienced Oliver McBurnie an ineffective 
spearhead and Ayew a flitting influence. 
The second goal came on 52 minutes when Firmino atoned for a bad miss just 
before halftime by volleying home a Coutinho free kick, without a defender in 
sight. 
Each goal that followed was more painful. As Andrew Robertson's cross was 
headed out by Alfie Mawson, Alexander-Arnold started 15 yards behind Ayew, 
but got to the ball first and smashed it high into the net for his first Premier 
League goal. 
Leroy Fer's back-pass was even worse a minute later, as he gave the ball straight 
to Mo Salah, who unselfishly squared for Firmino to tap in. Then came the 
collective wo th w ca sh Oh shambles that allowed Oxlade-Chamberlain his first 
Anfield goal. 
Liverpool's Brazilliant duo Coutinho and Firmino (left) were head and shoulders 
above any other player and warmed hearts on a chilly evening. 
But Klopp's men will have to be much better than this to win anything this season, 
as he admitted afterwards. 
REDS V SWANS STATS 
Only PSG (89) and Manchester City (77) have scored more goals in the big five 
European leagues this season (in all competitions) than Liverpool (75) 
Only Manchester City in 95/96 and Derby in 07/08 scored fewer goals in their first 
20 games of a Premier League campaign (10 each) than Swansea have this season 
(11). 
This is the fourth time this season that Liverpool have scored five-plus goals in a 
match in all competitions; no Premier League team has hit the fivegoal mark more 
often than the Reds in 2017/18 (also four times for Man City). 
Philippe Coutinho has scored 19 Premier League goals from outside the box - one 
more than Robbie Fowler and second only to Steven Gerrard (33) 
among Liverpool players 
Roberto Firmino (above) has been directly involved in more goals in all comps 
for Liverpool under Jurgen Klopp than any other player (39 goals, 25 assists) 
In his last seven top-flight starts for the Reds, Coutinho has been directly involved 
in 10 goals (5 goals, 5 assists). 
Coutinho has both scored and assisted in 11 Premier League games - Steven 
Gerrard (16) is the only Liverpool player to have done so in more. 
Mohamed Salah has been directly involved in 20 goals in his 20 Premier League 
games this season (15 goals, 5 assists), more than any other player. 
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Rampant Reds a joy to watch once more after running riot with 
devastating show 
Anfield was treated to a festive stuffing. Liverpool marked Boxing Day by 
unleashing an onslaught which left lowly Swansea City feeling punch-drunk. 
The frustration of three successive home league stalemates was banished as 
Jurgen Klopp's side ran riot en route to regaining their place in the top four. 
“A joy to watch,” was the manager's assessment of a second-half display which 
turned a nervy 1-0 lead into a five-star demolition job. 
Liverpool have made a habit of allowing mediocre opposition to depart with 
something for their troubles this season but this time they made no mistake. 
The rock-bottom Swans had no answer to the devastating show of force they were 
hit with. Imagine the damage which would have been inflicted if 21-goal top scorer 
Mohamed Salah hadn't left his shooting boots at home? 
The outstanding Philippe Coutinho led the way on his 200th appearance for the 
club. The little magician scored his first Liverpool goal in a 5-0 win over Swansea in 
February 2013 and he repeated the trick when he broke the deadlock in style early 
on with his 12th goal of the season. Coutinho oozed class throughout - showcasing 
why Barcelona remain so desperate to take him to the Camp Nou and why 
Liverpool must do everything in their power to retain his services for as long as 
possible. It was a gamble to deny him his dream move last summer but it has paid 
off handsomely. It's testament to his attitude and application that Klopp handed 
him the captain's armband in the absence of both Jordan Henderson and James 
Milner. Having netted seven times in December alone, this is the most profitable 
month of Coutinho's Reds career. His value just keeps on going up. 
Fellow countryman Roberto Firmino tormented the Swans and helped himself to a 
couple of classic poacher's efforts as he took his tally for the season to 16 goals. 
That double was sandwiched by a moment to warm the cockles on a bitterly cold 
night. It's one that young Trent Alexander-Arnold won't ever forget. 
The 19-year-old from West Derby's first Premier League goal and his first senior 
strike at Anfield was a beauty. The outpouring of emotion that followed showed 
exactly what it meant to the lifelong Reds fan, who used to watch training through 
a hole in the wall at Melwood, as he slid on his knees in front of the Kop before 
being mobbed by his team-mates. The goal was reward for an all-action display 
from the gifted youngster who will look back on 2017 and pinch himself at what 
he's achieved. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, who got the nod ahead of Sadio Mane, 
completed the rout with his first Anfield goal late on as the £35million man 
continues to look the part in midfield. With Joel Matip enjoying a return to action 
after a month out and Simon Mignolet enjoying a trouble-free 90 minutes on his 
200th appearance for the club, this was a night which ticked all the boxes. 
Liverpool got off to the perfect start as they took the lead inside six minutes with a 
goal of majestic quality. The tireless Firmino dispossessed Jordan Ayew and found 
Salah, who knocked it into Coutinho's feet 20 yards out. The Brazilian looked up 
and whipped a stunning right-footer beyond Lukasz Fabianski. 
Coutinho continued to dazzle with his box of tricks and intelligent movement, 
drifting in off the left flank and exploiting pockets of space. 
The gulf in class was immense as Liverpool's front three continued to torment the 
visitors. In the first half some slick approach play was accompanied by some 
wasteful finishing. As a result Klopp's men didn't add to their tally before the break. 
Andy Robertson sliced wide after latching on to Coutinho's cut back after Salah and 
Firmino had combined to release him. Coutinho's lofted pass just evaded the on-
rushing Salah before Emre Can was denied by Fabianski. 
It was hopelessly one-sided but as Liverpool's lead remained so narrow the anxiety 
levels in the stands were audible. Mignolet clung on to Ayew's early header and 
Ragnar Klavan made a key block to thwart lone frontman Oliver McBurnie. In truth 
Swansea looked about as potent as England's Ashes bowling attac. 
For the most part it was defence v attack as Coutinho's twinkle toes kept finding a 
way through. Swansea couldn't get near him and he skipped away from Kyle 
Naughton before seeing his strike deflect behind off Federico Fernandez. 
Firmino should have eased the nerves by scoring on the stroke of half-time. 
Salah pounced on Roque Mesa's error and fed the striker, who turned away from 
Fernandez. He could have tucked it away with his left but opted to shift it back on 
to his right and drilled wide. At the Emirates last Friday the Reds were left to rue 
not killing Arsenal off but a blistering start to the second half ensured there would 
be no repeat. With marauding full-backs Alexander-Arnold and Robertson 
providing some pin-point deliveries, the hosts cranked up the tempo and swarmed 
all over Swansea's over-worked backline. Seven minutes after the restart it was 2-
0. Coutinho was the provider this time as his free-kick picked out Firmino, who got 
away from Fernandez at the far post and volleyed home from close range. 
Coutinho cleverly created another chance from a set-piece for Salah but the 
Egyptian turned it wide. Salah was thwarted by the legs of Fabianski soon as 
Swansea fell to pieces under the sheer weight of pressure. 
Liverpool's third goal nearly raised the roof. It was a moment which perfectly 
encapsulated Alexander-Arnold – burning desire, ambition and fine technique. 
He looked second favourite when Alfie Mawson headed Robertson's cross out to 
the edge of the box. But the teenager reacted smartly, got there ahead of Ayew  
and unleashed a thunderous effort which flew in off the underside of the bar. 
 

Within seconds it was 4-0. Salah latched on to another misplaced pass, skipped 
clear and unselfishly squared to give Firmino a tap-in. The mission was complete. 
Klopp was afforded the luxury of giving both Salah and Firmino a breather ahead of 
Saturday's visit of Leicester City. The injection of energy provided by Adam Lallana 
and Dominic Solanke ensured there was no respite for the Swans. 
With seven minutes to go the Reds bagged a fifth to make it 75 goals in all 
competitions so far this season. Oxlade-Chamberlain shrugged off Ayew inside the 
box, controlled the ball on his thigh and looped a volley past Fabianski for his third 
goal for the club. The scoreline flattered Swansea. Liverpool were rampant. 
MATCH FACTS Liverpool: Mignolet, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Klavan, Robertson 
(Milner 76), Can, Wijnaldum, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Salah (Lallana 69), Coutinho, 
Firmino (Solanke 69). Not used: Karius, Gomez, Lovren, Mane. 
Swansea City: Fabianski, Naughton, Fernandez, Mawson, Olsson, Mesa (Clucas 65), 
Fer (Sanches 78), Carroll, Routledge, Ayew, McBurnie (Abraham 62). 
Not used: Nordfeldt, Van der Hoorn, Rangel, Dyer. 
Referee: Kevin Friend Attendance: 52,850 
Goals: Coutinho 6, Firmino 52, Alexander-Arnold 65, Firmino 66, Oxlade-
Chamberlain 83. Bookings: Olsson Man of the match: Philippe Coutinho. Set the 
tone with a stunning opener and shone throughout. 

WALES ONLINE 
Liverpool run riot over sorry Swansea City as visitors' sloppiness 
ruthlessly exposed 
Swansea City made a swift return to Merseyside just eight days after their last 
visit, this time without a manager. But the outcome was the same, with Leon 
Britton's side sent packing with their tails firmly between their legs. 
Goals from Philippe Coutinho, Roberto Firmino (2), Trent Alexander-Arnold and 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain saw off a Swansea side which completely fell apart in 
the second half. The caretaker manager, supported by Cameron Toshack and Gary 
Richards, named an experimental side at Anfield, with the gulf in class simply too 
wide to bridge. And there was to be no repeat of last season's heroics here, 
especially with Swansea shorn of their goalscorers that day, Fernando Llorente 
and Gylfi Sigurdsson, who earned the away side an invaluable 3-2 win. 
Coutinho's 25-yard strike on six minutes set the tone at Anfield, smashing home 
into the top corner after Jordan Ayew was dispossessed. 
Roberto Firmino fed his countryman, and the Barcelona target left Lukasz 
Fabianski rooted to the spot. Swansea tried to rally, and had their own sight on 
goal two minutes later when Wayne Routledge crossed deeply for Ayew, whose 
downward header was easily saved by Simon Mignolet. 
Left-back Andy Robertson was the next to try his luck from range, but his shot was 
sliced high into the away end, much to the delight of the travelling support. 
But there wasn't much else for them to get excited about in a first half dominated 
by Jurgen Klopp's men. The home side's fans, though, were a tad impatient in the 
opening 45 minutes as Swansea defended manfully after going behind. 
Emre Can, perhaps offered encouragement by Coutinho's long-range effort, fired 
tamely at Fabianski, but the danger was coming predominantly down Martin 
Olsson's channel, with Mo Salah looking ominous with every touch. 
McBurnie, making his first Premier League start, made a nuisance of himself, but, 
like other Swansea forwards this season, the young Scot was starved of any 
service or notable support in the final third. On 36 minutes his angled shot was 
well blocked in the Liverpool area by a combination of Joel Matip and Ragnar 
Klavan, with Kyle Naughton unable to maintain the pressure as the ball ran out of 
play. Swansea survived a penalty shout late in the first half, with Salah claiming he 
was pulled back by Tom Carroll, but nothing was given. 
Firmino then had a glorious chance to double the hosts' lead in first half stoppage 
time, but he pulled his shot horribly wide when it seemed easier to score. 
He would not make the same mistake early in the second period, however, and 
for the away side, it would prove to be a nightmare 45 minutes. 
A Coutinho free-kick around 40 yards from goal found its way to the unmarked 
Firmino, who tucked it home well. It was horrible defending from Swansea, who 
completely switched off. Olsson was booked for a late challenge on the 
goalscorer, who caused the visitors' back-line all sorts of problems all evening. 
Salah dragged his shot wide from the resulting free-kick, and the Egyptian was 
denied seconds later by Fabianski when well placed. 
That seemed to trigger a slight loosening of the Swansea handbrake; Routledge 
crossed for Leroy Fer but the Dutchman's effort lacked quality and direction. 
But then they fell to pieces. Trent Alexander-Arnold made it three when he 
nipped in in front of Ayew to lash home, then more sloppiness at the back 
allowed Salah to make his way into the box and find the unmarked Firmino, who 
sealed his brace with ease. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain added a fifth with a deft 
lobbed from an angle, but Swansea were already buried. Liverpool played out the 
game in second gear - and in truth barely got out of third for the entire match. 
MATCH DETAILS Liverpool: Mignolet, Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Klavan, Robertson 
(Milner 75), Can, Wijnaldum, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Salah (Lallana 69), Coutinho, 
Firmino (Solanke, 70). Subs Not Used: Karius, Gomez, Lovren, Mane 
Swansea City: Fabianski, Naughton, Fernandez, Mawson, Olsson, Mesa (Clucas, 
65), Fer (Sanches 78), Carroll, Routledge, Ayew, McBurnie (Abraham, 62). 
Subs Not Used: Nordfeldt, van der Hoorn, Rangel, Dyer 
SCORERS - Coutinho (6), Firmino (51, 66) Alexander-Arnold (65), Oxlade-
Chamberlain (82) YELLOW CARDS – Olsson ATTENDANCE - 52,850 
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Jurgen Klopp said his Liverpool side were "a joy to watch" as they consolidated 
their place in the Premier League's top four with a dominant home victory over 
managerless bottom side Swansea. 
Philippe Coutinho's sublime long-range finish - curled into the top corner after 
Mohamed Salah's pass - opened the scoring in the sixth minute. 
The away side responded well and dominated possession for spells in the first half 
but Roberto Firmino should have doubled the lead when he dragged wide just 
before the break. 
Instead, the Brazil international put his side two goals up six minutes after half-
time, firing home from Coutinho's lofted free-kick. 
Nineteen-year-old full-back Trent Alexander-Arnold added a third with his first 
Premier League goal for the club, chasing down a loose clearance and smashing in 
off the bar from inside the box. 
Just two minutes later, Swansea self-destructed further as Salah pounced on a 
misplaced pass before cutting back to Firmino to tap home - then Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain completed the rout by planting the ball in the net after another poor 
clearance. 
"After 55 minutes it was brilliant, before that it was work. It was not easy," Klopp 
told BBC Sport. "But the last half an hour was fantastic, a joy to watch, a very 
deserved win." 
The result means the Reds reclaim fourth spot from Tottenham and restore their 
one-point advantage over the north London side, who briefly moved above them 
with a 5-2 win over Southampton in Boxing Day's 12:30 GMT kick-off. 
Swansea stay bottom of the table, five points from the safety of West Ham's 17th 
place. 
Attack v defence 
After Friday's thrilling 3-3 draw at Arsenal, in which the Reds conceded three 
times in five minutes, Klopp rejected claims his side do not focus enough on 
defence. 
The Liverpool backline was not given its greatest test at Anfield on Tuesday - 
Swansea's best football was played in the transition from defence to attack 
without actually threatening - but nor were there many instances of sloppiness or 
lapses in concentration. 
Indeed, Reds goalkeeper Simon Mignolet pulled off a great fingertip save to deny 
Tammy Abraham with the last touch of the game. 
Down the other end, there was much, much more of the rich and flowing 
offensive play that has typified the other side to the story of Liverpool's season so 
far. 
Salah, Firmino and Coutinho interchanged at will and Swansea found their close 
control and trickery in the box impossible to deal with. The only problem for 
Liverpool was it perhaps took slightly longer than it should have done for them to 
reach their ruthless best. 
Salah, who went into this game having scored 15 goals in his previous 15 matches, 
was guilty of wasting several good chances before Alexander-Arnold really did 
open the floodgates with a third goal that left the visitors backtracking and 
beaten for the rest of the match. 
Firmino was withdrawn in the 68th minute - denied the chance of a likely hat-trick 
- and his replacement Dominic Solanke might have had a treble of his own, 
flashing his most impressive effort just wide of the post on the volley. 
However, the fact the England Under-20 World Cup winner failed to score his first 
Liverpool goal was the biggest of small problems for Klopp, who embraced the 
young forward with an ironic grin as they made their way off the pitch. 
The nightmare after Christmas 
It was always going to be a daunting task for Swansea. 
This was a trip to the one of the league's top-scoring sides and their second of 
four matches in 10 days. The Welsh club, with just three wins all season, had the 
odds firmly stacked up in opposition. 
But until Alexander-Arnold's goal - crafted from sheer desire to beat his man to 
the ball and profit - the Swans were actually still in it. 
Roque Mesa, Tom Carroll and Leroy Fer had impressed with some attractive 
interplay, Wayne Routledge was a threat on the wing and in the first half they 
were averaging about 14% more possession than Anfield's other visitors this 
season. 
However, when Fer played the ball back to his defence without looking and found 
Salah instead, the game really was up. Firmino added the easy fourth, before slack 
defending from forward Jordan Ayew allowed Oxlade-Chamberlain a second 
chance to make it five. 
Even if his influence and potential candidacy will not be judged on this result 
alone, temporary player-manager Leon Britton will surely be very disappointed his 
side folded like they did. 
Analysis 
Former Chelsea winger Pat Nevin on BBC Radio 5 live 
Liverpool again played pretty well in the first half. Swansea worked hard but 
Liverpool stepped up in the second half and were fabulous going forward. They 
were sparkling in the final third when they were attacking and could have had 
more goals. 

 
 

It sums it up for Swansea that they had one chance and it was with the last touch 
of the game. Nothing went right for Swansea and they are in big, big trouble. 
This Swansea team are not going to stay up unless they acquire players in January. 
Liverpool, on the other hand, look like they can score against anyone. 
Man of the match - Roberto Firmino (Liverpool) 
'A perfect result' - what the managers said 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp: "I'm really happy with what we learned from the 
game. It is a perfect result for us, nobody injured I don't think. Important three 
points, five goals, clean sheet so it's all good. 
"I know that people are often not patient enough as it's all about results. It's 
possible from outside to think it's not quick enough, we feel really good in this 
moment. Five minutes in the Arsenal game was not good - but the performance 
was good. We drew. For tonight, we feel really good." 
Swansea caretaker boss Leon Britton on BBC Radio 5 live: "After we conceded the 
second goal we made so many mistakes, it's unacceptable. It's difficult when the 
game is going like that, but you have to face up to it and take responsibility. 
"When I see that second-half performance it hurts an awful lot. It's difficult seeing 
it after being at the club for so long. After the second goal the heads went down. 
But you are still professional, you have to keep going, you have to give everything 
you've got." 
On any update on the next manager: "I've heard nothing, I've got no update. It's 
just me until I'm told anything different." 
Liverpool's high fives - the stats 
Of teams in the Europe's big five leagues - England, France, Germany, Italy and 
Spain - only Paris St-Germain (89) and Manchester City (77) have scored more 
goals this season than Liverpool (75). 
Only Manchester City in 1995-96 and Derby in 2007-08 scored fewer goals in their 
first 20 games of a Premier League campaign (10 each) than Swansea have this 
term (11). 
This is the fourth time this season that Liverpool have scored five goals or more in 
a match - and no Premier League team has hit the five-goal mark more often than 
the Reds in 2017-18 (also four times for Manchester City). 
Coutinho has scored 19 Premier League goals from outside the box - one more 
than Robbie Fowler and second only to Steven Gerrard (33) among Liverpool 
players. 
Salah has been directly involved in 20 goals in his 20 Premier League games this 
season (15 goals, five assists) - more than any other player. 
What's next? 
Liverpool's next match is at home to Leicester in the Premier League on Saturday 
(15:00 GMT kick-off). 
Swansea next play away to Watford at the same time. 
 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/jurgen-klopp-liverpools-first-thought-14079169
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Match ends, Liverpool 5, Swansea City 0. 
90'+4' Second Half ends, Liverpool 5, Swansea City 0. 
90'+4' Attempt saved. Tammy Abraham (Swansea City header from the centre of the 
box is saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Wayne Routledge. 
90'+2' Offside, Liverpool. Trent Alexander-Arnold tries a through ball, but Georginio 
Wijnaldum is caught offside. 
90'+2' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. 
90'+1' Adam Lallana (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
90'+1' Foul by Kyle Naughton (Swansea City. 
88' Attempt missed. Adam Lallana (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
high and wide to the left. Assisted by Dominic Solanke with a headed pass. 
87' Attempt missed. Dominic Solanke (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the box is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
86' Attempt saved. Dominic Solanke (Liverpool left footed shot from very close range is 
saved in the centre of the goal. 
85' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Martin Olsson. 
85' Attempt blocked. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from the 
centre of the box is blocked. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a headed pass. 
84' Attempt missed. Alfie Mawson (Swansea City header from the centre of the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by Tom Carroll with a cross following a corner. 
84' Corner, Swansea City. Conceded by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
82' Goal! Liverpool 5, Swansea City 0. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed 
shot from the right side of the box to the top left corner. 
82' Attempt blocked. Adam Lallana (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is blocked. 
78' Substitution, Swansea City. Renato Sanches replaces Leroy Fer. 
76' Corner, Swansea City. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan. 
75' Substitution, Liverpool. James Milner replaces Andrew Robertson. 
75' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Jordan Ayew. 
73' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool. 
73' Jordan Ayew (Swansea City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
72' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
72' Foul by Tom Carroll (Swansea City. 
69' Substitution, Liverpool. Adam Lallana replaces Mohamed Salah. 
68' Substitution, Liverpool. Dominic Solanke replaces Roberto Firmino. 
66' Goal! Liverpool 4, Swansea City 0. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from 
the centre of the box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
65' Substitution, Swansea City. Sam Clucas replaces Roque Mesa. 
65' Goal! Liverpool 3, Swansea City 0. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed 
shot from the centre of the box to the top left corner. 
62' Substitution, Swansea City. Tammy Abraham replaces Oliver McBurnie. 
62' Offside, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is 
caught offside. 
60' Attempt missed. Leroy Fer (Swansea City right footed shot from the centre of the 
box misses to the right. Assisted by Wayne Routledge with a cross. 
58' Foul by Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool. 
58' Jordan Ayew (Swansea City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
58' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. 
57' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool right footed shot from a difficult angle on 
the right is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Andrew Robertson with a through 
ball. 
56' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho following a set piece 
situation. 
56' Martin Olsson (Swansea City is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
56' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
56' Foul by Martin Olsson (Swansea City. 
55' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Martin Olsson. 
54' Offside, Liverpool. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino 
is caught offside. 
52' Goal! Liverpool 2, Swansea City 0. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from 
the right side of the six yard box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho 
following a set piece situation. 
51' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
51' Foul by Leroy Fer (Swansea City. 
50' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
49' Attempt saved. Jordan Ayew (Swansea City right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Tom Carroll. 
 Second Half begins Liverpool 1, Swansea City 0. 
45'+3' First Half ends, Liverpool 1, Swansea City 0. 
45'+1' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
45' Foul by Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool. 
45' Jordan Ayew (Swansea City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
43' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
42' Delay in match Emre Can (Liverpool because of an injury. 
40' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Federico Fernández. 
40' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of 
the box is blocked. 
37' Attempt blocked. Oliver McBurnie (Swansea City right footed shot from the left side 
of the box is blocked. 
34' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 

 
 
34' Federico Fernández (Swansea City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
31' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
26' Attempt missed. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool right footed shot from outside 
the box is too high. Assisted by Andrew Robertson. 
26' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
23' Attempt saved. Emre Can (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is saved 
in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
22' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
22' Foul by Leroy Fer (Swansea City. 
20' Attempt saved. Oliver McBurnie (Swansea City right footed shot from a difficult 
angle on the right is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Federico Fernández. 
15' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
15' Foul by Roque Mesa (Swansea City. 
14' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
14' Foul by Oliver McBurnie (Swansea City. 
13' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
13' Foul by Federico Fernández (Swansea City. 
11' Attempt missed. Andrew Robertson (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box 
is close, but misses to the left. 
10' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
10' Federico Fernández (Swansea City wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
9' Attempt saved. Jordan Ayew (Swansea City header from the centre of the box is saved 
in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Wayne Routledge with a cross. 
6' Goal! Liverpool 1, Swansea City 0. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from 
outside the box to the top right corner. Assisted by Mohamed Salah. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 
 


